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The Adventures of Simouflaphe, and the Princefs 

Lfetilfone. 

NDER the reign of Haroun-Alrafchid, 2 
young man, of the moft regular features, 
of the moft beautiful and agreeable counte- 
nance, and of the moft majeftic and elegant 
mein, came to fettle in Bagdad. Here he pur- 
_ chafed a confiderable inn, empty by the death 
of an eminent citizen ; he embellithed the gar- 
dens, gave a new appearance to the rooms,.and, 
in fhort, he converted this fmall palace into 
fuch a fplendid cook’s fhop as had never been 
vex in Bagdad, or Deefiaps.1 in any other city of 
- Afia. 

Here every thing was ferved-up in ‘filver- 
plate and china, by flaves dreffed with uncom- 
mon tafte and neatnefs. The paftry, and every 
other dith, was feafoned with a delicacy which 
even the cooks of the caliph were unable to ri- 


_ val. This moft eminent cook’s ‘haine was Si- 
> moutftapha. 
5 Vou. Te A ie. 
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His fine figure, his engaging and polite manner, 
and the fplendid entertainments which he gave, — 
foon*invited to his houfé the firft rate people 
of Bagdad; and, as his ragouts never failed to 
fharpen the blunteft appetite, he became the 
favourite cook of the place. His howfe and 
, gardens were continually crowded with thofe 
_ §who prefer luxury to the moft rational enjoy- 
ments. 

"The caliph’s courtiers were conftntly prai~ 
fing in his préfence. the.cook’s exquifite enter- 
tainments; but, either the prince could fpare 
no time for the trifles of the kitchen, or the 
defire ‘of fatisfying himfelf of the {kill of Si- 
mouftapha muft come to him in a way corre- 
fponding with his own whim and caprice. 

* The flaves, particularly the females, of Ha- 
ftouit’s palace, took a turn every day round. Si- 
imouftapha’s fhop, and never, returned without 
fomething prepared after his beft manner. . 
* "The moft forward. of -thefe flaves was Na- 
mouna, the affectionate governefs of the prin- 
cefs Iifetilfone, ai moft amiable,young lady, and 
the caliph’s fole progeny by Zobeida, who, of 
all his other women, was-his darling favourite. 
- ‘Namouna‘enjoying fuch freedom as:was fuit- 
able to ‘her tation and) time of ‘life, walked 
ont day in ens Ai ee aaa chil- 
, dren 
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| dren. knew her nogwithtanding her veil; and 
named her whenever they-faw her.o« 9, 5. 
Simouftapha, whofe fhop fhe frequented; na 
turally obliging to every body, ‘was particulariy — 
fo to her.’ He made her fit down, -ferved her 
firft, and, by’ his agreeable and :polite attentions, 
prepoffefled her muciy in ‘his favour. ; 
- The good’ old lady; highly ‘gratified with 
_every piece of flattery, faid within herfelf, “Ha, 
fine young siete heaven'blefs thee, thou re- 
vereft old age:” and, whenever fhe entertained 
the young”princefS with the news the had pick 
ed up in-her city-walks, fhe-always coucluded 
with an. encomjum on ‘the charming Simeufta. 
pha. 

He had (howas heidall «dais gardens with the 
utmoft politenefs, and treated:her on every oc+ 
cafion, even without. knowing her, with every. 

. - poffible degree of refpeét... The whole -of his 
behaviour ‘was natural, and fiowed from. a be- 
nevolent foul, and the highels efteem: for the 
fex. 

0 He: is) fo obliging,” coheed Namouna, 
his voice is fo fweet and melodi ious, that 

/ every word conveys a fetret charm. His de- 
portment is noble as his decds. . In a word, he 
is a tranfcript of Jofeph, Jacob’s darling fon. 
God protect the woman who fhall be tempted 

A 2 to 
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"46 take hold of his mantle But he ‘is hcrnefs 
as a dove.” 

‘Aifetitfone was: guy diverted with her old 
-_eonfidant.~ And no-fooner had fhe ‘returned 
from the city, than fhe inquired gion had 
facceeded with the cook. 

“Twill take €ares faid- Namouna, that bs may 
hot be impofed' upon} fare I am not fo weak 
a$'to fall in love ; but there can be no harm in 
Fegaling: myfelf with his ragouts; whatever 
comes from «his “hand may” ferve a” queen: 
Surely ‘it would’ diféover a want of \tafte, to 
thin the company of a young man more beau- 
tiful than any prince upon earth. Why fhould 
I'deny myfelf the pleafure of fecing him?> Every 
jook ‘of his feems to ‘renew my age. Methinks 
his paftries refle& his image. T have’ one‘ of 
them here for Mefrour, our principal eunuch, 
‘which he will take tothe palace. 
~ ‘Namouna was not miftaken 3 ; for Mefrour _, 
had carried the tart which. the: governefs had 
given him to the favourite fultanefs, who re- 
galed the caliph with it, without | — = 
Know whence it had comes? | NST f 
“Haroun ‘having exclaimed» how igi it was, 
foon learned that: it :was: got ‘at. Simouftapha’s 
bint ae cook: of — ‘Re mae — fo 
‘much.’ - 
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> Phe fokkanels propofed. to Haroun; that next 
morning they fhould have a full fervice,: from 
this excellent cook's fhop, and that .Mefour 
fhould be any Gitnssehd with the pesii 
ry. commands. |, fie gel 

This'is but litde of awhat she eatlasholn oF 
the old:governefs about Simouftapha. excited, in 
the palace... Every «hing confpired to, increafe 
it: His eafy manner, -his fine. figure, the real 
excellence of his ragouts,and the prepoflefiion — 
of the whole, palace. in: his.favour, although. he 
had fearcely been a year at Bagdad,» . . 

Haroun eat with a very uncommon relifh 
at the ‘table of’ his favourite fultanefs,, and 
Showed: that he was particularly pleafed with 
the repaft. . Next morning, he, ordered his 
‘own, table to be. fupplied from, .the fame 
thop; his women partook:of jthe,dainties. In 
fhort, it came to this, that: nobedy.in, the par 
lace thought himfelf well. dined unlefs_ there 
- -gwere one or two, of Areelapht difhes on the 

table. 

«-Namouna néjoiced i in feeine. ried idol’s repur 
tation inereafe. The caliph. had already, fent 
Atohis daughter's table feyeral of the mof exqui- 
dite difhes; but.they did: not’, flatter ber palate 

“Go mich as the governefs expected, -The con 

; — mention that was. made of Simouftapha’s 
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mame diftradied! hers “but: the gluttonous we 
mans was not here for:nothing. su o0 1: 
«| Seey” fays the good: governels, #6 how thie 
: pie the eyes 'fmellnthis:cake.?: She now 
-deferibes ‘the kitchen of Simouftapha;.<¢ It is 
-2§ beautiful.as if it were hung round with mir- 
rors. The pavement is of polifhed marble; 
sewery thing vis )incomparably: brilliant. “In the 
~ samiddle-of, feven beautiful . young .men; dreffed 
as for arwedding, and! employed about the: fur- 
‘maces;: Simouftapha:watches over the ‘bufinefs. 
‘Being confiderably “higher »than' any .of the 
workmen, ‘he! appears like the, moon «among 
othe ftars: © He: finifhes off severy difh»himfelf, 
~and thus conveys to! it<a fecreticharm.) But, 
-whilft the old povernefs wastthus launching out 
- “into the praifes:of the cook,’ fhe did) not -per- 
ceive what imprefiion fhe was making upon: the 
“young ‘princefs; for:thefe:encominms. kindled a 
flame no-efs lively tham dangerouss;, 055! 1) 
-m  dMfetifone, whe wifhed to conceal both from 
cherfeif and others her fondnéfs: for a cook,).in 
endeavouring to:combat :the ‘rifing paffion; lo- 
Aes her fleepy: her appetites her tranquillity; and 
falls into fuch a’melancholy, :as:made her sine : 
“ttionate father dread the’ confequencte.. oy) > 
“Phe poor: governefs: bewailed the fituation of 
An chlo miftrefs, ': Her fighs. made: her 
fufpedt the caufe of her-uneafinefs. In fhort, 
Uh ” an 
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an ae setiicincthia received, though but of 
Tittle confequence,:confirmed-her fufpicionses: 
«For two days:the prince/s:-had eaten nothing : 
tI fee,” faid Namounay,' thatd will bemobli- 
ged to procure«for you, as well’ as! ‘forcmyfelf, 
a dith from the sate of. aay tenis eee 
aye tf: 
The beautifial ¥ ebloec finiled frit Silane 
stip thin j/and ithe obliging old»governefs ran 
to’ her favourite cook’s fhop. . «Serve mewell,” 
Maid the to him; *my:amiable young man; I 
shave.a daughter whofe life isdearer tome than 
«my own; difplay your fkilk. in preparing a dith 
to revive her appetites -For thefé two: days fhe 
ha eaten: nothing, «and» I--fear the confe- 
nquence. If you make.a»ragout to pleafe her, 
you fhall: have a hundred: —— for your 
otrouble.” P 
» Simouftapha inekell tad old lady t ibid: in 
‘hie face, and knew perfectly that’ fhe had no 
“daughter; ‘befides,’ thatthe ‘hundred fequins 
ewhich the offered: were fofficierit:t6 affure him 
-of the faét ifthe: hadinot:known: it already... : 
Seot6ds the then: indifpofed?”-replied he, with 
‘an’ air) of anxiety. «© More: than: indifpofedy” 
anfwered. Namouna;; >“ you fee. my: diftrefs: for 
ther: ‘but whatever: comes from. you is; fo good, 
pie a tafte it, —— — bet- 
eter} ol stonilssaw sod to stucs adi Regt 


es ¥ : & This 
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This is ‘the: ‘fart -time;?. réplied Simouftae 
phay @ that I have been: afraid, of not fucceeds, 


ing?’ He fet inftantly: to work; and:fudfered. 


satacdyhetodit, but bimfelf:.In,a, moment, 
the old: “woman: iwas — vet Aut; for rit 
sands, * 

Phe och siebulds take stl « “16% iit ae 
her; doid «he; eer Ae vam; well paid; if not, . 
., Pouldchave nothing.’*” getdort gq ouig bist 
_ > Narmouna»weached :thé palace, prefentied: sh 
supe Iifetilfone tafted it, ‘found it: delicious; 
and eat the’wholei of iti >.'The-eyes.of the gor’ 

vernefs {parkled with joy upon feeing the: fuc 
cefs of her ftratagem; and fhe now) extolled 

the ‘complaifance,: the: i oat sen ithe: ad 
Bofo UPSenisatte lias) 1 boo ¢ it Ot 

“He ‘believed, faid: the, that it a + for my 
daughter; in ‘an inftant he fet’ to work. «I 

woiild have given: him a hundred fequins, birt 
hé would take fiothing’; ‘he ~was lappy thatihe: 

shad it'in his power'to oblige ime. Gini Tow 4 
_ “Tnwhat fort of @ body; ‘faid Tifetilfone, does 
this dignity and ‘nobility soft a» “prince dodge;?. 
‘Tt lodgés, replied* Natnouna, in abody which - 
‘Solomon himfelf’ would ‘be: proud: f; were he 
_to appear again upon earth; and he would find 
ie difiicule: ‘to’ sl oe » laaey as Simou- 


Ee i. Se om. 4 
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“ @RABTANTAD SS ce 
ASG ee etl Geppalh wes oeth ith beat 
princefs abandoned ‘herfelf anew to! her: phren-, 
zy. © What,” faid Namouna‘'to her, « are. 
you to “behave: {, ‘after’ you ‘have eaten: with: 
fuch pleafure !>Inftead: of -diftra@ting: you, 1. 
thought that I fhould have put you ina. fituas: 
tion to receive the caliph, both with greater: 
pleafure to yourfélf and more comfort to him.” 
) © Tcannotdo otherwife, iy dear Namou- 
na,” faid the princefs, “imsfpite of me my: 
heart» is wounded.” » Without doubt, replied 
the governefs, ‘there is a «fecret within | your 
breaft which preys upon your vitals, and yet 
you would conceal-it from me, whe, love you 
more than my own life. 
~Asomy fecret, anfwered Iietilfone; 3 is nothing 
to my honour, it ought to die with myfelf. If 
a ganda am Ito expect that another 
can Ps 
' My beautiful jitnde ls, seplied: the governels, 
you are about to haften your deftiny. My foul 
is a well into which your, fecret may defcend 
without ever being feen again, and I may fall 
upon fome means to afford you comfort. 
6€ Oh, Namouna,” interrupted. Ifetilfone, 
“ pray-to God to cure me, he muft interpdfe 
fome:miracle in my behalf”... 
Well wei-will pray together, and. obtain this 
miracle, He has already perforined many in 
3 thefe 
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thefe places: By miraculous imterpofition “he 
delivered the Jews, his chofen people, from the 
‘bands of Pharaoh : But, ‘in the prefent cafe, he 
_ will not have to dry up the feav Tnftead of that 
great man Mofes, there is only neéd’ of a fee 
condary inftrument, and here am I réady to 
ferve you; confide in me; don’t diftruft her - 
who loves you more than her own life, and 
who is ready to facrifice’ it to your interéft.. I 
have years and’ experience; “I. can; adminifter 
ufeful counfel, and devife imethods which your 
own inexperience could never ‘figgeft.. In a 
word, intruft me with the fubjeé& of that mes 
lancholy which you indulge at the rifk of your 
life. Pi vig ec ne 
Ho! my good Namouna, replied the prin- 
cefs, fhame ought to fhut my mouth 5 “but my 
confidence in you makes me open it. : 

You know as well as E the true caufe-of my 
misfortune; and I would have blaméd: you 
more than any perfon elfe for having contribu- 
ted to it, did I not. fee that it’ is’ danad ieee of 
an inevitable fatality. 

I am paffionately in love: every: pana has 
tended to inflame my paflion, and to derange 
my brain. -- You; Nwmouna, the women of the. 
palace, my father the caliph, every one feems 
to me to’be him.. In thort, he’ hath. appeared 
to: mem two dreams. Now namie, if you dare; 

the 
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_ the object of my affection :. tell who isthe only 
man, with . whom . the daughter” of the com 
mander_ of the: faithful, of the. king. of the 
_ kings of theearth would live, and without whom . 
Fife itfelf would ‘be. infupportable., -Exenfe,, if 
pofible, this. incredible extravagance, and par- 
don yourfelf fer having raifed it by your con- 
tinual accounts and encomiums. 
«© Have you feen him in your dreams?” faid 
the ferious old governefs, with. a) grave counte- 
nance} * You may affure yourfelf that if it was 
really he; he was as beautiful as the angel who 
poured out the fherbet to the great prophet 
when he was tranflated to the feventh heaven. 
- Do you recollect his features ? 
*_ “No, that is impoffible,” faid Metilfone, «1 
was. confounded, tranfported, at the fight of fuch 
an enchanting object. . He threw himfglf at my 
feet, and fwore that hewould adore no other crea~ 
ture but me; but in two dreanis I have con- 
ftantly feen the fame object. — ¥ would recolle& 
him if I faw him again ; but it is as. impoffible 
for me to paint him, as to forget him. - | 
; «Thus, Namouna,” added: the ptincefs, with : 
an air of confufion, “ while my father ‘denies 
the princes of the aft, one after another, 
the pretended honour of my hand, the Sage 
eh the ay eal sanbiaion, of fo many kings, E 
a8: would 
se 


agi - ° 
oo 


i. ARABIAN TALES 


a think myfelf happy ta being. bound a) 





life to 


_A#ip Simpitapha,” seplied:the old: woman : 
“ don’t blufh.to name him; his name is. a pa 


negyric. . All the crowns. upon earth fhould be 
put upon his head. ."There are.a hundred kings 
_ in the world,. but there fhould be none but Six 
-monftapha.” 2). 
« Take care,” ” aid Hfetilfone, « you gay ruin 
me.”-—-I ruin. you, my dear princefs, Ilove you 
ati than my own foul. Let the angel of 
death fhut my eyes./as..foon.as. they have wit- 
 nefled your felicity. We muft...vifit. Simoufta- 
pha together; and if you find that-it was he 
who appeared to you in your.two dreams, the 


fate which has deftined you for him is irrevo-. 


cable, and I inftantly Pememrekt inftrament of 
your deftiny. 

« But how,” sinimered ifetitfone, % can J fee 
him without expofing myself?” .Truit that to me, 
faid the old governefs; fleep well this night, 
that fleep may revive your complexion, and re- 
ftore the red to your.lips....To-mor:ow you 
fhall. fee. him whom you. love; then you fhall 


_ know if it be he whom the. enchanting dream, 
has prefented to. you3..and,.as I am always. 


ready to ferve, you, matters, fhall be mane- 
‘ged fo, as not to have the fimalleft appear- 
ance of being — of before-hand. Ife- 

gy 


= 


aes ee 


eg 


> red, 


bu 


oo ee) 


etfoneye ‘Yitde conforted, "upon ‘heat his 


went to bed. 4 
=e ER OR 


the thop of Simouftapha. “Dam come,” faid'the 


ONS; res say 
te . 


to him, “ to give you an account of | the ragout 

you gave me: “You have been paid according to 

your with, for there was none of it left; but 

my fine young man,” added fhe, “ what will 
you give me, if I fhall inform ‘you of the happi- 

eft news ange fo? one of your age and condi- 

tomer 

Whatever you pleat replied Simouftapha. 

~ Pant to tell you, continued the old governefs, 
that the lady you have regaled fo well'is to dine 
to-day of your ragouts; ‘but take care’ to pre- 
pare every thing with your own’ hand. 

Your orders, replied Simouftapha, I fhall most 
chearfully execute. If fo, faid Namouna, you 
owe me‘a kifs already; fee if I fhali have it in 
95 se to J passon the number of : ‘sata obli- 


1s portneraarspaitne to give a 
dinner to the greateft and ‘the moft beautiful 
princefS upon earth, even to the incomparable 
Ifetilfone?” ~My heart, replied Simouftaphe, 
—s hath already announced her to me. 

What, faid Namouna, your heatt? What, 
your heart? Are gn in love with - (prin: 
ces? 3 

For. Tl. B ‘The 
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VF The princes of Afia burn.with love for 
her, and bluth not. to own their paffion. Her 
beauty; her virtues, fubdue every one who hears 
ef her; but, for my own, Parte A would be proud 
to be one of. her, flaves.” AY 

. If youare prejudiced i in her favour, anfwer- 
ed Namouna, and if you are impatient to fee 
her,, I can aflure.you fhe has the fame ng 
with refpect to you. 

Her flave, faid Simouftapha, is ready to fly to 
hen feet... Since you ar¢in this Gtuation, replied 
the old governefs, you ought to come yourfelf 
and afk payment ; _you will receive it from 
her beautiful hand. Prepare the dinner, fend 
it into the palace with your own flaves, by the 
large gate. As foon as the repaft is over, you 
_mauft be ready at a, fecret. outlet, which I will 
thow you. But remember, my dear Simoutta- 

pha, that; you now owe me a kifs more. _ 

_ Lowe you a thonfand, {aid Simouftapha, em- 
bracing the old governefs with rapture; after 
which they went different ways, 

_ Simouftapha exerts | his utmoft fill j in preparing 

the, repaft.. Ten blooming 5 young “flaves, beau- 

tiful as Cupids,. and. dreffed. with the utmoft e€- 

Jegangte: are ordered to carry it to the palace. . 

» , Ifetilfone is. agreeably farprifed with this 

piece SAT HR old confident officiated 
as 
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as andlord ; ‘and the young’ princefs, eating” ra- 
gouts prepared by him whom the loved, made a 
moft delicious ‘repaft, which ‘far’ exceeded! any 
idea fhe had conceived’ of ih #0) CM GR 8 

She praifed every bit to Namouns. Ratsleat 
faid the good old governefs to her, what: ‘comes 
from him muft be good. Is it ‘poffible that Si- 
mouftapha loves me, fays the — Wwheri he 
has never feen me ? 

- Seen you ! ‘replied Namouna, you who tofe 
your relt for him. Whatever is decreed in hea~ 
ven, my dear child, tuft’ be’ accomplifhed” on 
earth b means, no matter how extraordinary. 
“As foon as I told him that'a great’ lady, very 
well pléafed with the firft dith the had got fiom 
him, wanted a whole dinner prepared by Ais own 
hands, he ‘guefled it to’ bé you,” béecdufe his 
heart had announcéd it to him. In the tranf 
ports of joy into which he was thrown, in 
having it in his power to ferve you, and the 
hope ‘of feeing you, he quite confounded me 
old and forward as Tam. ~~ 
~ You will pardon me, ‘my ‘dear wefitere for 
receiving ‘the firft caréffes of your lover, when 
‘I tell you, ‘that he appeared” to me to be: paf- 
fionately fond of you. Befides, I am ‘ready.to 
give you what iT got. “Th faying that, the old 
f ernefs threw herfelf on thé neck of her mif- 

efs, and embraced her with her whole foul. 

B2 You 


s 
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You are too fond, my good Namouna,. faid 
Ifetilfone. Not more fo than every female ‘of . 
Bagdad, replied Namouna. If the kiffes of this 
beautiful cook were to. be fold, you would fee. 
what a price 5 4 the cricr + would make a fortune 
by them. P 

While this conference was going on in the 
palace, the young flaves of ‘Simouftapha, wha 
had been ordered to ferve up the difhes on the 
table of the princeli, returned tranfported with 
joy at the manner tn which they had been re~, 
ceived, and each with five pieces of gold from 
the hand of the beautiful Iifetilfone. 

Simovftapha, encouraged to. make his watt: 
from the flattering reception his flaves had met 
with, difpatches his bufinefs, goes to the bath,— 
perfumes himfelf, and dreffes in his beft robes. 
After this he went ftraight to the palace, and to 
the outlet that had been pointed out to him. 

Namouna, waited at the’ “door, to. introduce - 
him. The princefs obferyed from the terrace 
of the palace’ a man “conduéted towards her, 
fufpended between love, hope, and fear, “it 
ds he,” faid the, “ the. very 1 man whom I faw 
twice in my dreams ; ; he appeared to me the | 
firft time in this drefs ; ‘the fecond time, his. 
drefs was fo fplendid’ that I was unable to bear 
its lufére.” say 
i Whilf ‘ 


Biase th ot oe fA 
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Whit + hie § was making ¢ thefe fhort ‘remarks, 
Simouttapha entered the room deftined for | the 
interview 3 and the princefs came. in from a- 
nother fide. Simouftapha, as “foon as he fayw 
her, faluted her moft refpectfully, and looked 
upon her down-caft eyes, and her arms acrofs 
her breait, till fhe fpoke to him. 

“Are you,” faid Iifetilfone, “ the cook 
whofe praifes T have heard fo often celebrat- 
ed?” “You do me too much honour, anfwer- 
ed Simouftapha. 

I don’t agree to that, replied the princefS; you 
appear very far fuperior to your condition, al- 
though you acquit yourfelf in it with amazing 
addrefs. You perform your bufinefs fo nobly, 
that, although it feems made for you, you do 
not feem made for it. But what, pray, were 
the reafons that induced you to make choice of 
Bagdad for your refidence ? 

“Oh! moft admirable princefs, faid Simoufta- 
pha, if you with your flave to fpeak fincerely, 
remove the veil which impairs his confidence, 
that the truth whith proceeds from his mouth 
may reach your ear. I have already fuffered 
too much in being prevented { from admiring the, 
charms which that ‘impertinent phit Keeps 
from my view. 

* & You have not, faid the princefs, been a 
1: at Bagdad, and, if my veil diftreffes you, it 
Bs hath 
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hath bedh but’ for’: a moment; how then can 
‘you Apeak of long torments?” ~ From this mo- 
ment, replied Simouitapha,’ T have felt the firft 
ete) of ie Whats will’ end but = my 


iO Pe rigorous law, replied rifetiting; hifters me 
to take off my ‘veil—A refpeétful bafhfulnefs, 
_ anfwered Simouftapha, bya my. fecret — 
gh Re aes dee 
oe This childithnefs, ‘tried the ses aislina, 
“thakes us lofe time 5 and the principal eunuch, 
. who i is not long i in going his rounds, has a | great 
‘chance to come upon us. Upon faying that, fhe 
approached the. princefs, and tore off the veil. 
~*~ Te feemed ‘as if timidity and bafhfulnefs had 
‘beet attached to this trifling piece of ftuff. For, 
: " 48 foon as Tifttilfone got rid of it, the flipped to- 
“ward Simouftapha; and they now embraced each. 
other with the greateft appearance of tendernefs. 
“A collation had been prepared: onthe fpot 5 
~and the two lovers, for no word there had efca- 
- ped from both, availed themifelves of it. They 
_ looked, fighed, and eat with diftraction, “while 
“the bleffed’ quarter of ai hopr flew on. 
Namouna turned away from them. They 
“| parted v with tears in their eyes." They proteft- 
" ed that they were in love for life, and that they 
~ mnuft bréak the Chains of pleafure and of cut 


tom at once. 
MetiMone, 
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 Ilfetilfone, from an_excefs of content} fell in~ 
Rantly. into the utmoft, defpair. In vain, every 
day, did they ferve her table with, dithes pre- 
pared.by her, lover 3 3 fhe. was.not to be ‘impofed 
upon by the niceties of art. From the’ happy 
moment of their interview, every object bnt 
himfelf appeared infipid to her. She became 
emaciated. . She. pined away. 
_ _Namouna was diftreffed for her. Be then 

reafonable,” faid, fhe to her, ‘ enjoy the, plea- 
fure of Joving and. of being loved. You de- 
fire to fee your lover, and to be in his company. 
But prudence requires of you to do your duty. 
You may ruin the whole by your want of pa- 
-tience, and efface that vivid complexion, that 
_ flower of youth, which is the greateft charm of 
_syour beauty. Leave the matter tome. A mat- 
ter of fo great moment cannot be happily con- 
/ duéted.with fuch precipitation, 

Look. at thefe beautiful flars ; if, one of them 
withes to-haften its courfe, it, Jeaves its proper 
orbit, and falls, never to rife again, That which 
iregts your fortune keeps. pace with the reft. 
There is, a saBeciins in wehing., 0 shares, its 


~> courfe.”. 


Sisiok jth your advice, any. deat Namouna, faid. 
z Iifetilfone 5 but I cannot follow i it. If you with 
“--me-tojeat, tell. me that. you will let me fee Si- 
aii ssid be 

gab nil Ese “ . : » 2 ; “ Very 
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“ Very well, fince he muft engrofs your whole 
attention, fit down to table Bhd eat 5 i thalt fall 
ope fome method for you.” » 

~The princefs caufed fome food be brought . 
her, took’ a little of i it, anid inftantly afked rire 
fhe had done.” 

‘* Since you wifh to know my fcheme, faid Na- 
mouna, attend: For thefe fome days ‘you have - 
been confined to bed, and have not paid your 
wfual vifits to the caliph. “I expect to fee the 
principal eunuch | coming to inquire what con- 
fines you to your room. Upon his anfwer, the 
caliph and Zobeida, your mother, will come to 
fee what is the caufe of your indifpofition. At- 
tend to all the queftions which the affection of 
a father and of a mother can fuggeft. Imagine 
them faying, Do you feel any pain? Does ought 
here burt you, or difpleafe you ? = What will comfort 
you? Prepare your anfwers before-hand. 

* Beware of faying that you are indifpofed ; for 
they would fend the doctor to you, who fhould 
confound ‘you with naufeous drugs, which you 
have no need of; but fay that you are over- 
whelmed with a langour, which has been occa- 
fioned by too much confinement; and that a 
‘ittle exercife would be the cure. 

You muft then requeft them to permit you 
to go to amufe yourfelf at Bagdad; and that 
they would grant you two days, at two-differ- — 

; * e : : ent 


ent times, fo near one, ‘dies: as to haye,the 
defired effet 5. at the fame time, fo-diftant as 


not to interrupt the bufinefs, of the town... . Bee 


fides, a crier, muft announce when you 2 are to fet 


out, that. there. may, be nobody either to difquiet 


you, or to feel uneafy on your account. ._, 


You muft afk to go to the bath the firft day, 
and to yifit the fhops the, fecond. Our devo- 


tion will next ‘induce us to vifit the mofques. I 
will then conduct every thing fo as to turn out 
the leave you have got for amufement to the 
beft advantage. in every refpect. 

Namouna_ had fcarcely unfolded her defign, 


when Mefrour, the chief of the eunuchs, arrived . 


from, the caliph, to vifit the princefs. 


‘The confequence of this {mall event juftified ; 


all the forefight of Namouna. 


Haroun and Zobeida came to fee their daugh- | 


ter, who obtained. leave’ from them to walk in 


Bagdad, at the times, and. under. the. condi~ 


tions premeditated by Namouna, 


Haroun, upon returning into his spaatngaty, ; 


ordersGiafar to take every neceflary precaus 
tion, in order. that the princefs might, early, 
next, morning, along with her retinue, enjoy 
the pleafure of a walk i in all. the ftreets of the . 


ij 


city ; and that fhe might : fee every. curiofity i init | : 
without wind reget: the, Jooks of any bom. 


dy. Pib Ww Fs eveh par} SOV fosig bir ounce 
a2 The 
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The grand vizir iffued thefe-orders to. the 
chief magiftrate ; and, on that very night, all 
the people « of Bagdad were warned by the pu- 
blic criers to ornament their fhops with all 
their moft curious wares : But, at the hour of 
prayer, “nobody was to appear, either in the 
fireets or in the houfes, that neither the paffage, 
nor the curiofity of Ilfetilfone, who was to walk 
at that hour, might be_ interrupted : Every 
thing that might be taken by thofe who com- 
-pofed her retinué-was to be, paid, and every 
pillage they made indemnified. Thofe, how- 
ever, who, from. a fpirit of reftleffnefs or curio- 
fity, fhould Adifobey the orders, were to meet 
with the fevereft treatment. 

When the bufinefs. was fet j in one a 
na, anticipating the fuccels, came. to acquaint 
Tifetilfone. « Ha! well, is every thing fet in or- 
der according to your withes ? Will the ftreets 
of Bagdad be fufficiently clear for you to-mor- 
row morning?” 

_ “They will be too much boy if all the pha 
bitants remove, replied the princes, if nobody 
remain in the houfes.” 

"You don’t view the nature of the andes in 
the fame light that I do, Madam; all the fhops, 
all the houfés which are upon the ftreets muft 
be entirely empty; but if to-morrow all the 
people of Bagdad were forced to go out of the 

city 
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hy, for the want of tents they 1 would perith 
by the heat of the fan. Every one. is to. fhut 
himfelf up ina part of his “houle,. from. which 
he can neither hear nor ‘fee 3 any thing, and far 
lefs be feen. ‘Thofe who are rich will | go t ‘to their 
country-feats 5 ; “fach’ again as are poor will feek 
where to conceal themfelves. The city muft look 
like a defart ; and it is by being’ fo that it will 
anfwer our purpofe. ‘There’ you may do what 
you pleafe : “Your female attendants will run up 
and down the fhops with a curiofity, and an 
eagernefs of which you have no idea. The eu- 
nuchs will follow in order to watch the feo 
males, and to obferve what they pick up. They 
muft alfo attend to fome final! affairs of their 
own 5 and, during that time, we muft mind ours, 
Be content; go to the bath; fup chearfully; 
fleep aswell as you can; and don’t become 
carelefs about your beauty. To-morrow Ir hope 
to fee the happieft couple upon earth, 

” Tifetilfone did every thing that her good go= 
vernefs required of her. 

The good cook’ was thrown into defpair, 
when he heard ‘the ’‘criers announce, that, be- 
fore his princefs fhould walk’ ih Bagdad, eve- 
ry body fhould difappear ; and that’ he who 
fhould Have the impudence to ) appear. in her 
a foul be put to death.” 
as. rave SNaniound 


¥hia 
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> Naniouna arrived and found him over- 
whelmed with grief. “ Why,” faid fhe, after _ 
fhe had’ explained ‘the motive of it to him, 
do you torment yourfelf about an order 
which I exprefsly folicited, in order to bring 
_ about your interview with: my princefs? To- 
jnorrow morning you muft fend all your flaves 
out of the city: You muaft pretend to follow 
them; “you muft enter your houfe by the 
back-door; and you ‘muft wait for us in the 
bottom of the garden. We will go into your 
fhop; the noife that we will make will let you 
know where we are; and, at any rate, without 
your fhowing yourfelf, I know where to find 
-you. As foon as it is night, prepare fomething 
to regale us with to-morrow. I know that you 
are by no means avaricious I could engage 
‘for it, ape that you are "| going to make 
_ fome.trick of it.” 

You aftenith me, faid Heat 0 efpe- 
cially when I am fo much difpofed to ferve you. 
{ will put you to the trial immediately, replied 
the old lady ; what I 2m to tell you ought to 
charm you: Do you remember how you paid me 
for the firft good news I brought you? Could 
you ftill pay me in the fame manner? 

- Lunderftand you, faid Simouftapha, you are 

lise in the midft of all that T poflefs, choofe 
: what 


what you, safe Ws you. atk§ is-no.more 
mine. ete ts a bres aitiey fromlscive 
Pure avarice ! pti) weir: merrily..I will 
tell your miftrefs that 1 .have.difcdvered , a fail- 
ing in you,. which is not.at all c common ta people 
of your ABS: Iwill VEAEP main upon you for 
ae will ig rjanwstg cate pai to ae a 
child; She,has not,had.a,moment’s-eafe fince 
the faw you. , She.does nothing but fighs.. She 
would not have furvived, had-I not fallen upon 
fome mMeans,to get you a quiet interview with 
one. another .at. Bagdad,, I want, to-take.her 
fome good.news from yous), What fhall,I es: te 
Ly 
a” That, I. am titty that I amin raptures, 
that A.cannot exprefs myfelf, that I am. impa- 
tient, for the. happy. moment. which hall reunite 
us. If fhe has enjoyed little reft fince we faw 
one another, I have enjoyed none: My heart is. 
fo, fall of the charming idea, that her: name is 
continually on my.lips...;I.,am. forcedto con- 
demn anyfelfto an sbiplatt fares: that jit easy 
not efcape.” . rere O33 
. Well, faid the ‘old Sreeiets. pried ah can 
repeat all that,..I. may fay that I.go.with my 
pockets full of words::: With refpect.to deeds 
as do you.give me: nothing to carry to her? 
te 0 Ul. Cc. However, 
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- However, I fhould have been faithful in giving 
it to her. In faying fo, the good old woman 
prefented her cheek; but to no purpofe. She 
then parted with him: ‘ vison cg covetous Si- 
mouftapha ?? °° 

Namouna hafted to the’ plices and repeated 
the converfation, word for word, even to the 
pleafantry with which it ended. What! fe- 
rioufly, my dear Namouna, faid Ilfetilfone, did — 
you want a kifs from him? Could you be fo 
amorous ? 

I don’t fay fo, replied Namouna ; but, even 
under my wrinkles, my heart is as if I were 
only twenty years of age; and, if I fhould 
live a hundred, I would never be the enemy 
of that man who was like the beautiful Simou- 
ftapha. My pretenfions to beauty go but a 
fhort way. I, am content with a trifle; but 
it gives me great pleafure. If I renounced 
love altogether, I fhould become too bad. 
Go fleep ; ae foundly : abe morrow is your 
day. 

The morrow morning, as foon as prayers are 
over, Ilfetiifone and fixty beautiful flaves go 
down to Bagdad. 

The princefs, conduéted By her governefs, 
fet out ftraight for the baths which were near- 
eft the beautiful cook’s houfe; fhe enters it, 
and fpeaks with her principal eunuch. I will 
: be 
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be ferved,” faid fhe to him, “ by the £ flaves er 
this houfe. _ 1 with, all mine to. amufe them 

felves, and to enjoy my fally; Condu&, them 
through the whole of Bagdad,” » The eunuch 
obeyed. She entered the bath ; ftopped a little; 
went and came according to the caprice of her 
paflion ; being all the while efcorted by Namou- 
na alone. 

Simouftapha 1 waited with impatience in a re- 
mote part of the garden, under a rural grot- 
to, where was a fountain in which he ufually 
_cooled his liquors. . He prepared breakfaft, and 
every now and then chanted over verfes, in 
‘which he endeayoured to paint both the ardour 
of his pafiion, and the happinefs. which he was 
about to enjoy. Of all his houfchold he had 
_kept only.an expert young flave, who was per- 
fectly, handfome, but dumb. All. on a fudden 
-a.noife in the garden ftrikes his ear; he rifts, 
and runs ps 

This ..was .the. object. of. his defires, of his 
dreams, and of his fongs. Ilfetilfone had arri- 
.ved.a few moments before. — 

She had. approached the grotto without be- 
-ing perceived ; and had liftened. with the moft 
extreme pleafure to the verfes. of her lover. 
The fubjec& of them ‘affedted her; and the 
\fweetnefs of his voice conveyed.a double charm. 
“Not withing him to know that the had been 
; 3: ~ Tiftening, 
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liftening, the fhifted a little from the fpot, and 
made a noife to let him hear her, . ig laft fhe 
joined her lover. 

Tt was no common paffion ne from ‘a 
fadden coincidence of fentiments, which forced 
them together : It was a ftroke. of fympathy; it 
~ was ftill more, if their fate was interwoven, as 
they both ‘had reafon to believe. They ftood 
Rill, and gazed at one another with a curiofity, 
mixed with the moft lively joy, and mutual ad- 
if miration, In order to embrace, their arms rofe 

in concert; and, in the firft embrace, they bos 
fainted away. 

_ Luckily the bottom of the grotto was covered 
with mof{s; and the prudent Wamouna had al- 
ways taken care to prevent accidents. They 
found it neceflary to quit a place inconvenient 
for an interview of fuch an interefting nature. 
Simouftapha conduéted his miftrefs by the arms 
under a green arbour, which the rays of the 
fan could not penetrate. Here fhe found a 
commodious fopha, and a repaft confifting of 
the moft exquifite dainties. Befides, this {pot 
united every thing that could add comfort to the 
fituation of the princefs. Here, a deep. bafon 
received water clearer than cryftal, from the 
‘mouth and noftrils of different animals, whofe 
variety exhibited an agreeable object. And 
this 
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this diffiafed the moft selipionadeethnels under 
the arbour. 

Iifetilfone and Simouftapha fat down to table 
clofe together; Namouna and the mute fer- _ 
ved them. They eat little, and {poke ftill lefs ; 
the language of the eyes. was. fufficient 5. it be- 

' fpoke great paffions. 

At laft the princefs broke the. paprdliive §- 
lence, and cried out with an angelic voice,“ Oh! . 
Simouftapha, I love you, and I find that it 
will. be impoffible for me ever to love any other 
fo well. I don’t. know how that, frightful di- 
ftance which fortune appears to have put. be- 
tween us fhall be got over. If the overthrow 
of my high pretenfions could effect i it, it fhould 
-be done immediately. _My foul can. lofe no- 
thing by uniting with, your’s, whofe noblenefs 
equals its rank. .Yow put, that fortune to the 
blufh which. appears «willing to difgrace you ; 
and I.would glory if, by raifing: you, I could 
have it.in. my power to expofe her, injuftice.” 

_ Fam too much elevated, Madam,”. replied 
Simouftapha, “ by the compliment you pay me. 
At hath conftituted. my fortune and. my glory, 
as well as my happinefs. You loveme; my 
ambition is gratified ; and, were I in pofleffion 
of a crown, I could. reap no. other fatisfaction. 
from it, than that. of falling a.crowned flaye at 
your feet.” 

£3 det 
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« Let us fweat,? faid thé princefs; «to: live 
always for each other in’ fpite*of fortune, and 
‘alwaysito’ guard againft eget events the a 
*obftaclé to our union?) ie 

«Here; at-your knees, Ifwear to the sisde, 
‘by the’ ‘name of the’ great “prophet,” cried’ Si- 
“mouftapha. The beautiful princefs' raifed him 
up}; the tendereft kiflés {ealed their oaths, and 
-eaufed their tears aw a8 eS poe ery now 
‘and ther!) bo 'ec a 

“|Namouna, too inferifible of the value of thefe 
‘tears, wanted to ftop them.“ What!” faid the, 
‘are you going’ to pafs the time in weeping, 
‘inftead of rejoicing? How T hate languifhing 
lovers.. Drink; eat, and banifh forrow.” At 
the fame time fhe ferved them with different 
forts‘ of food;*and made them drink the one 
‘afterthe other from the fame cup. “ Have you 

“no mufical inftruments?” faid the to Simoufta- 
“pha. Send for them, nobody fees us; and, 
when you fhall have done with weeping, I will 
teach you how to amufe yourfelves.” 
“\o'Phe mute; upon a fignal from his matter, 
ran and brought different mufical inftruments. 
‘Namouna took up one’ of them, and began with 
“a fprightly tone; but ‘IMetilfone, with a ten- 
“der‘and: feducing voice, fell a repeating fome 
‘eharming verfes, which rendered the harmo- 
nlous a of the infixuments, which the grace- 
fully 
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fully played ipting fill: mote affedting. Simoufta- 
pha anfwered her immediately, and difcovered as 
much genius and judgment in the. compofition 
of the words, as {kill in*the' mufic. He thone 
chiefly in the tenderand affeCting expreffions: 

For the inftant. Namouna was content ;' they 
too feemed to: be amufed; but fhe puta ftop 
to their pleafures, by warning. them to part, 
that they might give no fufpicion to the eunuchs, 
and the females who compofed their retinue. 
It was not without remorfe, that thefe two’ hap- 
py lovers yielded to the circumftance.. hey 
fealed their adieus with tender embraces and 
new tears.“ By Mahomet!” faid the impa- 
‘patient Namouna, “ have done, and let us part 
quickly.” 

The lovers parted. The princefswas‘dextrous 
enough to conceal the features of her counte- 
nance, that they might not difcover the paf- 
fions by which fhe was about to be agi- 
tated. Upon this fhe joined her flaves, in 
erder to return to the palace, fupported by 
‘the: hope of foon rs her dear aie 
pain. 

The edlighy we was waiting with impatience for 
his daughter. As foon as the: principal evinuch 
had announced her, he ran to her with the ut- 
moft affection to afk her how fhe was after 
“the bath, and her walk, 
eon Ifetilfone. 
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Ilfetilfone. expreffed herfelf pleafed with the 
variety of objeéts. which fhe had feen in the 
fhops. The. caliph, finding her eyes more ani- 
snated than ufual, and her complexion more vivid 
than that of the governefs, congratulated him- 
felf upon having had it in his power to amufe 
her in the ftreets of Bagdad. The prifcefs Zo- 
bieda, on feeing her daughter, was equally hap- 
py in finding that melancholy removed, which 
might have been attended with dangerous con- 
fequences. 

At length, it was agreed upon, that Tifetil- 
fone, after refting two days, fhould return to 
Bagdad in fearch of new amufements for her © 
health. And the criers were ordered to an- 
nounce the intention of the caliph. 

Ab} what long two days! faid the princefs. 
Can you.conceive. my fituation, my dear Namou- 
na, during this cruel abfence ? and. how I fhall 
‘be able to live at fuch a diftance from Simou- 
ftapha ? 

“: If thefe two days were added ta mine,” faid 
Namouna, ‘‘ they would. roll .on _quicker;than 
your’s.” Ah! how would you fill them up? I 
swould fleep.the beft half, and.fpend the reft in 
eating, drinking, and enjoying myfelf, and i in 
dreaming on the pleafure of foonfeeing miy, beau- 
tiful Simouftapha again ; .befides,. I fhould. not 
give myfelf fo much pain.about feeing my lover, 
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if we were. to po ‘all ‘the dior like ghey or 
to pay one another asferious compliments as thofe, 
that are ufed on the inftalment of a mufti. Ihave 
not always been old ; I have been i in love, tho” it 
was never known; but I managed : matters other- 
wife. It is generally believed that we who are 
chearful never think, becaufe we laugh much, 
and often laugh at what others think. But,had I. 
been engaged in an adventure like your’s,T fhonid 
have acted a capital part. You, Namouna, are 
not the daughter of a caliph. The glory of my 
father, his rank, and his fenfibility,. combat ny 
feelings; and my lover, who, in my eyes, is: 
worthy of the lot of a king, is furely nothing . 
elfe. No more of that, faid Namouana fmart- 
ly, he is nothing but a cook ;—it is all he wants 
to be; but, furely, there is nothing more amj- 
able on earth.—There is happinefs in every con- 
dition ; I defpife greatnefs, when attended with 
teiaeehachs 3 and I could be happier with the 
beautiful cook, than with all the kings of the 
eaft.—-You are too deep in love, Namouna, 
replied Ifetilfone.—One of us, faid the old go- 
vernefs, muft make the other merry, otherwife _ 
this palace would ‘become a f{cene of forrow,. 
Take" care of yourfelf, and. don’t walk ; a ving i 
mummy in Bagdad. ss 
The chearfulnefs of the governels diverted. : 
»- the princefs, and quieted her impatience. Si 
mouftapha, 
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mouftapha,.on the other hand, amufed himfelf 
-_in preparing fomething new, in order the more 
agreeably to furprife his miftrefs.. - The fervices 
. on+gold -and -precious: -vafes were to fucceed 
_ thofe-of filver and china; the houfe was filled 
with perfumes; every thing in it announced ¢- 
legance and neatnefs ; all the flayes were in mo- 
tion; and. ftill more would have been done, 
fhould. it not have excited too great a curiofity. 
At laft thetwo days were finifhed;—the hour 
arrived. Iifetilfone proceeded from the bath, 
jn all her charms; and added to their luftre 
that of the moft. fplendid and moft. exqni- 
fite drefs. ‘Thus adorned, fhe, defeended into 
the ftreets. of Pagdact attended by all her 
flaves.” 

__. As fhe approached the fhop of her lees fhe 
went into. all that fhe met: with. Her retinue, 
difperfed among the different warchoufes, were 
.eager to view and to examine every thing ;.and, 
when fhe, imagined. that their attention was fuf- 
ficiently engaged, fhe immediately, along with 
/Namouna, entered Simouftapha’s houfe, where 
nobody ‘was left. but the mute. 

_. Earlyin the morning, the cook: had ‘asitiad 

his people, that it would be prudent for them, 
before the caliph’s daughter fhould traverfe the 

ftreets of Bagdad, to go and dine on the other’ 

Side of the Jalla and the enbene and take with 

them 
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them whatever fhould be*neceffary. "This or-. 
der, accompanied with a _— — “93 golds 
was very agreeable to them.) 0! > 

‘Iifetilfone paffed from the fhop into ‘the gare 
den; the mute made a fign; and, in a moment, 
the two lovers’ were in each others arms.) 

Whilft fruits and different forts:of provifions 
are ferved up, her curiofity determines her to 
examine the: different beauties of the garden, 
and the order of the houfe, to which tafte and 
elegance appeared to have contributed more 
than riches. But, when the princefs was in the | 
inner part of it, every thing fhe faw occafioned 


a new furprife; every thing there difplayed the 


moft uncommon luxury. 

« You are about, my princefs,” faid Simou- 
fiapha to her,  to-enter a room which nobody 
hath feen before, and where I never fet my 


_ foot. It was defigned but for one perfon, and 


I durft never flatter myfelf that the would ever 
embellith it with her prefence. 

Thefe words excited in Ifetilfone an extra- 
ordinary emotion. She was quite furprifed.to — 
find fo much riches in a cook’s houfe.. She 
now went to fee an apartment {till more fuperb, 
prepared for only one perfon ; and every thing 
told her that fhe was the one. 

The door of the apartment opened ; the par- 


; ih which immediately appeared, was more 


richly 
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richly ¢ ornamented than any in Bagdad, and was: 
fit for the reception of the. greateft, fovereign. 
They r now ‘pals into, another magnificent room, 
embellifl with fofas and .cuthions. of -brocadas 
The 2 princels could not help expreffing the great. 
~ eft aftonifhment. Namouna. opened. her eyes, 
‘Every thing fhe fees is the object of her farprife, 
‘and the cafe of her filence.. She durft _touch 
nothing ; 3,, but flood Apecchlefs amid fo much 
riches. i 

“et For’ whom,” Tid the “princels, pe ‘thes, = 


partment defi igned ? y* For 1 no other,” ” replied 
the amorous ‘youth, « but the ‘moi. beautiful 
and: charming of princeffes.” bed Ab!” exclaim- 
ed the, « Heaven and Mahomet grant, that fhe. 
may enjoy it In faying that, the fell into a 
fwoon; but, being. carried upon cuthions, fhe 
foon recovered. e “Who has placed me here ?”, 
faid the; ; it is myfel£— It is he,” replied Na, 
mouna ; 3 « every thing here has been defigned, 
for" "you 3 ; command like A. faltanefs, agit Will 
you then ftay here with me, Simouftapha 2? re= 
plied the princefs.—“ He who has devoted his 
whole life ‘to 5 you, cannot ‘rob you ‘of one. mo- 
ment of i it. we 
“What ‘finely. tured ‘compliments | hid Na- 
mouna, “Repping haitily out of the room :—The 

eunuch and I go to lay the cloth. 
Our fovers were algne; paffion tranfported 
them; 
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delicate fpeeches were mingled with the ten- 
dereft carefles, and promifes of mutual affec- 
tion. ‘The defire of ‘binding the knot of their 
eternal felicity; the idea of ‘difficulties which 
feemed to exclude all hope ; tears extorted by 
fear, and fweetened by hope—fach was the 
picture they exhibited. ee 
~ My dear’Simouftapha!” faid the tender 
fetilfone, “ you appear to pofles many trea- 
fures; and you feem fitted to enjoy them in the 
nobleft manner; who then has sbliged you to 
defcend to the condition you now hold ?*_ 
“* Oh! my princefs, I have been reduced to it 
by an irrefiftible power. I have. devoted my 
life to him: I have fworn in your prefence the 
+moft {erupulous and blind obedience ; let us not 
now think upon the pait; let us confider the 
future. I cannot live but in the hope of pof- 
feffing you.”——“ And I, my dear Simouftapha, 
in the affurance of {eeing you;—but, fhall we 
accomplifh it? =~ So Seay 
© That does not belong to you, my dear 
- princefs,” replied Simeuftapha.  A@ured of 
your heart, it is my part to preferve its peace 
with the pofleffion of it; and I will triumph 
over every oppofition ; and death alone fhalt’ 
ifunite us.” Geis eS 
‘en Ses Cae At 
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At the fame inftant the key was heard turn- 
ing; it was. ‘Namouyna ; ; fhe entered rejoicing. 
« Let us go,°my dears,” faid the, “ dinner is 
‘onthe tables the hours pafs quickly; we fhould 
employ thofe few well that remain.” ! 

In faying that the caft a glante upon the 

“two lovers ; Simonftapha, feated by his miftrefs, 


was kiffing pene hand, and bathing it in el 


tears. Bee 


‘Won't you come, faid fhe, from Seiesalieit ; 


your time in crying? You are: incorrigible, I 
fee it well: ‘Come, good Celadon! You have 
urowned your reafoniin tears, you will find it 
again in the entertainment which | is prepared 
for you. 

The lovers went sillier slash canopy: settle 
fiow of fentiment was paifted in their eyes, and 
_ their lips were the interpreters of it; their 
looks were mingled with carefles ; anticipating 
cares 3 delicate attentions;—all bore the cha- 
xacter of the tendereft ~ and the — 
. paflion so: | 
«© Very well!” faid Nesta 6 lati anid 
admiration have fucceeded to tears. Let us gO 
Some fighs ftill! Letone but contemplate your 
charms, and, when he thinks he has: faid all, 
there will remain much to fay.” 

/ Phe beautiful: Rietilfone fmiled at her gover- 
sae ak 2 nels 5 
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nefs; and ‘hii Woreans ie to feel place of fo~ 
litude in the artificial’ retreats of the garden. he 

- © Dear Sachi flag Sah G tiey the hour- 
of our parting is at hand;:E:any your’s. for ‘life ; 
affure me by a: frefh: oath’-that- will always 
be-mine.” 9006) 

“ J fwear,” faid: s Bicelsetitiing “ss by ise: 
and ‘the Divine Prophet}. Accept that. ring, 
which is the feal of my promife! ‘That diamond 
fhall' feoner melt ‘than’ my heart change the 
object of its affection.” 

~The luftre and beauty of the diamond ex¢i- 
ted afrefy the: admiration and curiofity of the 
princefs:: “ You will not leave me,” faid fhe to 
her lover, “ till you -have fatisfied me with re- 
gard'to your fortune? Mine; for the future, is 
conne&ed: with :its: Your: riches aftonifh me 
more and! mores)Fhe noblenefs of your car- 
riage; the’ genius; the’ graces; the talents, the 
effects: of -afuperior education, ‘all: ftrike. me 
with furprife, and difcover 2 particular exertion 
of providence in your fayour.—Y oung fiill, and 


- furrounded with flaves in the very midi of dif- 


fipation, under what fhield pray do you walk? 
and by what fantaftio eaprite are you reduced 
to perfonate a character fo» unfuitable to your 


condition ? Difpel my doubts, if .poffible, and 


crown my felicity: bythe declaration. which I 


require of you.” 


D2 “Te 
a : 
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es: Rees it is true,” replied Simoufta+ 
pha; “no perfon here takes care of me; but E 
once had a mafter who inftructed me in-all the 
arts and fciences; I learned under him both to 
underftand ‘and to think: ‘That refpeétable phi- 
lof opher infpired me with the principles of thofe 
virtues which now adorn me. 

« Let not ‘your tendernefs be alarmed with 
regard to my -refources or my conduc. Tama 
ftranger in Bagdad ; I have, however, rela- 
tions 5 but. do not afk me the caufe of my lea- 
ving them, nor the difcovery of my real con- 
dition: My fecrets fhall foon be declared to. 
you; I thall have nothing to conceal from her 
whom 7 regard more than my life, and to 

- whom a facred tie fhall foon unite me forever.” 

— Ah! when fhall that happy day come?” 
faid the princefs ‘with a tender uneafinefs.— 
« The means are in my power,” replied Si- 
mouftapha; “ the ufe of them requires great 
Pendence i 3, the confequences may be danger- 
‘ous."— Ah! my dear Simouftapha, to me let 
all’ the danger béleng.”—As the pronounced 
thefe words, in came ‘Namouna, who was feek- 
ing her. « Let us 80, “Madam,” faid fhe to her, 
“ it is time to join your company again.. 
Here is a private gate, of which the mute has 
given mé the’ key; let us go out by it, and, on 
making a circuit, we fhall appear to be coming. . 

“from 


is 


Mima ree 


ee fuch a diftance, that it ‘wit’ be oe dine 
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nels where - we have {pent o our time.” ” . The 


tBter! were ‘obliged’ to ‘comply. tit 

The princefs foon. joined. fome of her. com- 
pany. «© What are you ‘doing here ? al faid Na- 
mouna angrily. « Separated from. thofe “who. 
ought to take care of you, what if ai any mifchief 
had befallen + you! I"__« You are right,” faid Ife- 
tifone, to be afraid left youth fhould expofe 
itfelf.” © ‘The young  flaves crowd around their 
mhiftrefs, and the princefs approached the body 
of her train, while none of them durft fepa- 
rate themfelves from her. 

Haroun and Zobeida waited with impatiencé 
the return of their dear daughter. As foon as 


the caliph was apprifed of her coming to the ~ 


palace, he: repaired to the apartment of the 
princefs, to wait for her there, and to enjoy in 
perfon the armufements he had prepared. for 
her. 

“She at Jength appeared, and the caliph ale 
not. exprefs his fatisfaction on account, of the 
hange which he had: occafioned.. He, embra- 
ed his daughter with tranfport,:. _ Every thing 
‘oncurred to increafe his fatisfaGtion 3 3 Iifetil- 
one fapported by love and hope,.. affumed new 
xiftence 5 3 and that happy father charged . him-, 
elf with carrying fo agreeable ‘intelligence to 
Zobeida. 

D 3 A 
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‘Ivdid not dapbtt, faid the princefs to Namour 
ta; fo much attentionfrom’ the: caliph: his ten- 
dernefs affects mesAh! oifv-he knew the object 
of? my paffion | Away. with your lamentation, 
if'you pleafe, faid’ the:\old: lady; live: for: the 
gallant Simouftapha, and let me: alone:+Think 


~~ apon chim, “you” thalb»hear’ his’ nowy and aeihe 


YOREPE but let ‘neither of you weep. | 
_ ote fhall do what°you’ would have me: aad Bi 
pr ipsigsunacseti if 4 wees cag valy to receive 


ever?! "Thefe Sew tars, | lebiote value ‘you: are 
fo little “acquainted ‘with, will dry up when I 
fhall be affured’ of his conftancy. Ah! if he 
were unfaithful E would ceafe to live. 
Doo. ingenious in finding out means of tor-. 
menting herfelf, the princefs knew not the heart 
of her lover. *‘Simouftapha was no fooner alone, 
than he fought for means of fecuring the ob- 
je@ of ‘his’ affections. He flew tovhis cabinet... 
He there perceived the’ ineftimable vift of the 
fage;“to whofe: inftruQions he owed his educa-. 
tion 3~books ‘of feience; ‘recipes for ufefal. com- 
pofitionssoand, “among other things, a myfte- 
rious box, coimpofed of ‘a fingle precious ftone. 

That box ‘was not’ to 'be*opened, but on the 
amoft important occafion, “and-when it fhould 
be impoffible for him: otherwife to obtain fac- 
cefs in: } matter that. concerned his happinefs. 


br 


4 Simouftapha 


s 


ARABIAN TALES. é At 


- Simouftapha took the box, which was cover- 
oa with paper, and: inferibed,. with. the ‘iin 
inftructions of his wife preceptor, ©: © 
© My .dear: child, «never. miftake with, re-_ 
gard to the: choice! of the object which jis .to 
form your happinefs; examine it in all: its.cir- 
cumftances; diftruft appearances by all means. 
If you fhall.ever happen to enter. into fuch en- 
gagements as; will involye you in misfortune 
to get free from them, and if otherwife your con» 
{eience, do not reproach you. with refpect to the 
means. which you, fhall .employ in order to ob-. 
tain the object of your confolation, then apply. 
to my box; put it on.your table, bow before it 
refpectfully, and. fay, to, it,”,¢ My dear box! 
my only hope, grant, me. your protection, in the. 
- name of the friend who gave you to! me, and 
affift.me.in my diftrefs.—lI, conjure -you’ in the 
name of your miftrefs.” 

«<The box will open. Shaun up all your 
firmnefs, that. you may not fhrink. at the fight 
of the frightful objet which will, appear before 
you; and, whatever. it. be, command.it.. You will 
learn, from: it. what) it..can do in your favour 3. 
but, my dear child | thatiftepjis not without dan- 
ger ; the flighteft. indifcretion,, may draw upon 
you the greateft. misfortunes. Terrible trials _ 
enfue ; and, if you fink under them, the pastors 
; ‘and amy —— will sai fatal to you.” 
= O, 
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id, omy" dear ‘Benelab'!? faid Sintouftapha, 
after having read that writing attentively, « your’ 
pupil feels all the’ value of the kindnefs you in- 
dulged hint with," in ‘Iéaving “hith this precious 
treafure;’and the ‘fage intrudions.’” ‘When the’ 
fire of love had ‘iriflaitied my foul, ‘and when, 
at the hazard’ of mylife, Twithed to farmounteve- 
ry obftacle, you caine tomyrelief, —O ymy worthy 
mafter! Towe to youthé happinefs ofmy life: You 
have recovered the ‘the’ objéet of niy flames and, 
without your gerierous’ cares,” macceflible’ walls 
would have feparated me from her ;—Aill I 
would have tranfgrefled’ the law of the prophet 
in leaping over them, ‘and ‘would have loft’ the 
object ‘of my’ love, without thie ‘Hope of ever u- 
niting our Wearts, 00'S" 

‘Hitherto, my dear Bénelab ! F your foie has 
watched over my conduét, ‘your counfels have 
been’ my law ;—aflift ‘your’ friend, and favour 
me in a dangerous attempt, which I am now a- 
bout’ to make. Tam to be expofed to dreadful 
trials’; Bat’ oO; my fagé’ friend! he who, ena~ 
moured of the moft beautiful lof Nature's works, 
was ablé'to: coitiniand hinnfelf, ‘and to refpe& . 
while he'fovéd, ‘is worthy of fome confidence. 
His wifdbm ‘and his fuccefs were your work, 
and Ed wilt _Bloriontty finifh what; you have be~ 
t “ea f Tono€ PA PAKS AM RAR NTE i ath After 
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After this invocation, Simouftapha rofe falbof 
courage 5. he took up the box, , tore. off the Tits. 
tle feal, and articulated: forcibly all. the seen of 
the charm, of which, he had the form..;4 |... 

_ All.on-a fudden, the flame of lamps swinkded 
forth, and {parkled. A. noife like. diftant and 


: majeftic peals of thunder, the’ harbingers (of 


ftorms, was now heard.—The box. opened of 
its own, accord Nothing appeared. to come 
out of it, However,.a black vapour rofe in the 
cabinet, and filled, by degrees, the fpace between 
the floor and the ceiling. 

At length, the vapour was diffipated : A fhape- 
lefs. mafs grew up, and the eye was terrified at 
the fight of an objec fo hideous and frightful. 
As the phantom was unfolding — itfelf, the cous 
rageous Simouftapha familiarifes himfelf rie 
it. “ Who are you? who fent-you hither ?” 
were the queftions he propofed to that iti 
form. 

6° My miftref,” anfwered the, horrible Rises: 
“ I muft obey the commands of. Benalab, and 
the man whom fhe proteéts.” 

& Who is your miftrefs?” reales Simonfta-.. 
ftapha. “ I charge you tell ame her name,” _.. 

“ T will not obey you without her  permiffion,. 
returned the figure, , ey 

< Go back, then, to her,” faid arachsttaphes i 
* tell her that the friend of the fage Benalab is 

. ambitious — 
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. ambitious of treading in the one of his mafter, 
and of meriting, by his conduét, the high pro- 
tection with which he has honoured him ; and 
defires to know the name of the power which 
‘interpofes in ‘his favour, that he may render it 
the homage whichyis due.” "The genius difap- 

peared, and returned like a flath of lightening. 
“ Your demand was gracioufly accepted,” faid 
he; “. you.are the only pupil of Benalab, and he 
regards you as another felf. My miftrefs is the 
queer of the genii; fhe is named Setelpedour’- 
ginatille, which fignifies the Star of the Seven 
Seas. She fent me hither, with neceflary pow- 
cr, in order to execute all your commands. As 
my form may appear forbidding to you, I have 
orders from her, who has me in her power, to 
aflame that fhape which fhall pleafe you moft.” 
) © Affume,” faid-Simouftapha, * the fhape of 
Jemal, the firft flave who was’ engaged in my 
fervice, and whom I have had the misfortune 
to lofe.”"—I_ will’ obey cS cere seri ie faid the 

genius. © 

- ‘Then he returned to: tie bottom’ of ‘the ca- 
binet,: and diffolved ‘again into’ vapours, and 
formed a cloud, from which a young man, of 
an agreeable figure, was'feen to iffue. “* What 
with you now?” faid the newly transformed fi- 
gure. “I wifh you were more devoted to me 
than ever Jemal was. si eerie’ you have oc- 
. cafion. 
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cafion for my fervice, you have only to touch 
the box, and call me ; 1 wait your- commands,” 
_ ® I love the charming Ifetilfone, the calif’s 
daughter... She returns my affection; but, can 
I be united, to her without the confent of our 
relations, and under the, fovereign-aufpices of 
the queen of the genii? | Go, Jemal, and re. 
member . my happinefs, depends upon. the an-. 
fwer you eer é aia ratty and | the genius dif= 
appeared... 

Sinead then retallad to his memory the 
fage leffons'he.had received from’ his inftructor. 
“ In the fituation in which your love is at pre- 
fent,” faid Benalab to him, ‘ the affiftance of 
the genii:may perhaps be neceflary, but donot 
neglect, however, to contribute yourfelf| too to. 
your own happinef$; fuperlative aid will be un. 
availing, if you neglect to co-operate with it by 
all the means which. you can employ.’ I left 
you riches, which will more than. fupply your 
necefiities.”| Simouftapha poflefied in reality the 
" moft precious productions of Arabia; but there 
were wanting women to ferve the-princefg,. ‘and 
the means of finding in Bagdad fach as had no 
eyes, tongue, nor ears;, who-.could obey in the 
twinkling of an eye, who could be always active: 
in’ the night; and. invifible during the: day ;’ 
without the myfterious aid of the box, the-at-, 
» tention of Jemal, or the Anes of the sr 
n 
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clas this"embarkaffiment: Jemal anil and 
Sane an account of his milion.» « ei Ram 
» 2Qur> fovereign, dfaid: he, hip eaiiloced in your 
conduct the effech of the-falutary principles of 
the wife Benalab; fhe-has:confidered your plan, 


and. you will have it in your power to marry the 


Ne princefs IMetilfone to-morrow evening, by call- 


ing the. ftars. to witnefs your union. . I have or- 
4lers.to repair to the palace of the caliph at the 
clofeof the day,ito lull. the watch afleep, to 
Serre oF sieepirintel nan to hihi tah his 
ther. | ee ca © f 

« oFirk of “ally hid Gauniene sepia yours 
felf-t0, my; flaves:-under the name of: Jemal, 
whofe lofs they have: often heard me regret: 
You will take along with you four of the young- 
eft, the onlyflaves who recollect Jemal: They 
will carefs you:much, and receive you kindly. 
You will find too upon the tableva ftate of 
awhat you, have::to do im order to furnifh the 
large, rooms): You. will: find: the key of ‘the 
cupboard, where I put the contents, which 
I give you the charge of. » My four little flaves 
fhall perform your orders; but, inorder to ful- 


fil mine, will you be able to provide me with — 
females.proper for the fervice of the princefs? _ 


« © Do you. want. a hundred?” replied the genii; 


“S,0f they mofe mitt oto. farround. on | 


“ray throne 
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throne of Setlpedou gate? Your orders 
thall be their laws2?ii:i2 wd 49 prape.Ce Be 2H 
Wt Consiineed oft his conde fiid Sie 
~ mouftapha; “ fix acer negate peach 
have them, faid the. genius.) (6G 5 
Gihemce:Jemakis-compypiichivy tn Rant 
the houfe: The four youngeft load him with 
-carefies: They are of opinion-that this favou- 
ite >domeftic -{hould be: reftored to his former 
privileges, andthat he fhould forthwith be in- 
trufted with the orders of *his mafter. He in- 
_ formed them, that Simouftapha would foon 
occupy the great room; and that he, and his 
four: little flaves,. were “about to make eaety 
preparation for that purpofe. 
.Next»amorning Simouttapha got up before 
fun-rife ; fet to work: All the difhes he was to 
_ farnith for this feftival were to be prepared 
with his own hand. He is the more difficult 
to: Renae vipat the onrih eae 
was to abe ssl 
*, Notwithftanding:this)-the hoors toll a on; the 
deg-Btanie about.to end its-courfe. Simoufta- 
phaventered the bath. In a: little, he fets off 
the graces of his. perfon, by the luftre of 2 
fplendid: drefs.. Art and nature confpired to 
eernenn rein geen their work ; de- 
aves I. _ fire 


to. _ ARABIAN TALES, 


fire and:love animate their. ‘iehiais ‘Every thing 
contributes to the happinefs | eas “his moft affec- 
tionate miftrefss)) says. A 

- WAlready:had the evening. antes fallen upon 
Bagdad, when Simouftapha caufed his room 
be illuminated, anda magnificent entertainment 
be ferved up, which prepofleffed both the fight 
and {mell in) its) favour. The four flaves re- 
_ tired'to'execute the orders of Jemal; he him- 
felf: appeared to follow them; but the genius, 
having: other things to. roy flew to nthe palace 
of Haroun.: 

Hfetilfone flept ill, as fhe had heard no- 
thing of Simouftapha.| Namouna had loft 
‘her temper, and begun to fcold:.The flaves 
and eunuchs had propofed to themfelves a joy- 
ful night; but all on a fudden they became 
quite languid; the word. dies away upon. their 
lips; their feet ftagger, and become unable to 
fupport them ; the eafy-chairs \crath ,with, the 
weight’ of their bodies: The eunuchs upon 
watch feel the fame drowfinels;,and. the in- 
chantment ‘of the fairy diffufes..a aepewitineoe oo 
charm throughout the whole palaces) \--: 

“When ‘alk were’ afleep; the fervant: of Setel- 
pedour, according to the orders of Simoufta= 

__ pha, lifted the prince}: and! carried: her, with 
out the’léaft ‘noife, into vgpils roont — had bare 

i ae for epi Set Sols bari? 
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Phe gtitimeting: of the: lamps, ‘upon which 
an extraordinary wind blew vidlently, annouh- 
eed the arrival of the genius; the princefsis plas 
ced upon the nuptial bed} and iJemal. appear- 
ing, faid to Simouftapha, ‘ Mafter, areyour 
orders executed? Do you want nothing: more 
with your flave ?”—“ Where are'the females whe 
are to ferve the princefs ?”+“ Every thing is rea- 
dy, anfwered the genius’s and, if your highnefs 
will condefcéiid to’ pafs into the neighbouring 
room, they will foon appear.” Simouftapha im- 
mediately complied. In an inftant,-a ball of 
fire darts forth its fhining rays;-the eye is 
dazzled with its in a littlethe lufire diminifh« 
es, and leaves in its room fix young-peopie, e- 
 qually diftinguifhed’ by their beauty and_drefs. 
In their “hands ‘they carried a mufical. ins 
ftrument. Hardly could they  diftinguifh 
thefe ravifhing objets, till the whole vifion 
bowed down before Simouftapha. - He ordered 
Jemal to employ thefe. néw flaves: in making 
the neceflary preparations; entered into the 
room where the princefs was ironies: cand. fhut 
the door upon her. . : 

‘aca approached sie ‘object of: his vale chi 
| : Oh, how worthy the appeared of the 

ring he had made .to, obtain . her! 
The prince was: fo inflamed with love, that - 
a ened: to awake . the object. of. it; but 

ce E 2 Res 
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the tranquillity and happinef’ which ap+ 


‘peared in “her face hindered him from inter- 
rupting her fweet repofe. Alas! faid Simou- 
ftapha, I ‘fhall nevér’ perhaps have it fin my 
power to inake her fo happy as fhe may be 
im this dream yet he could not refift the 
impulfe of the moment; he rifked a kifs upon 
her rofy lips: the: magic of love deftroyed the 
charm’ of the genius, and aioe ern opened her 
betettint eyes. . 

Hal’ what? 2’ eéusighoi dream,” cried 
the. — It is nota dream,” faid the amorous 
Simouftapha, “ you are at the houfe of him 
who fhall be your hufband in a little.” 

“«& My hufband!” replied Ifetilfone, Gdbpet 
fed at the® em athe ce “ by what extraordin 
nary favour ?” 

« Be not furprifed, Queen of my foul! A 
decree of heaven hath defigned us for one 
another. A power which you are ignorant of, 
and. of which I know but little, hath this day 
resunited us, and it fhall be for life. But, be- 
fore you enter into thefe folemn vows, learn 
the fate of Simouftapha, and view the heir of 
the great‘ Hilmar, fovereign of the Indies.” 

At thefe words Simouftapha took off his tur- 
ban, and fhowed a ribband fet'with pearls and 
precious ftones, furpaffed by a diamond whofe 
fuftre” dazzled the eyes: And upon the dia- 
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mond vere engraven thefe, svordss, igen oa | 
calif, Harsun-Alrafchid. to bis, dear. Sinaouftapha, 
Lan of Bis brother Hilmory, great hing of the Indies. 
What. difcevery for, the _afteStionate Iifetils 
fone! JE her paffion could. be, increafed,. {he 
would ‘become proud of her choice, -Gloryrand 
ambition confummated a happinefs, which free 
ed at firft to, depend only.upon:love..) ., .. 
Simouitapha,, on_the . other. hand, ; ei linn 
the pleafure of having it in his power. -to,.re= 
move an faa: which» his , difguife fennes to 





t « But elle faid the then, “did you fabs 
mit to your, prefent profeffion ?” 
..Tostell. you. plainly, it was. love, faid ‘aie 
prince.. Now, added. he, at only-remains, to.take 
the celeftial beings to witnefs our union,” waite 
ing, /however, » till. our )parents..confixm it. by 
their .confent, .. May, you, Mahomet, »may.,the | 
Confiellations, and may the Star of the Seven 
Scas, (putting his. arms acrofs her, breaft),’ be 
the guardians of our oaths !, May your. divine 
influence. depart. from: us, if, we ever, break the 
facred. engagements, we haye this day come un- 
der !-Onja,fudden the.-heavens,,anfwered. the 
invocation. by the voice, of thunder $-an invie 
fible arm diffufed obfeurity.; the fiars Withdraw 
their luftre, and our lovers. were alone.» 
ah “ods aoqu bar ‘Ey eit bois: -sBienee : 
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« Silence and: obfcurity had: reigned for 2 ‘con+ 
ofiderable while, when. at length Ifetilfone, cu- 
rious fovknow ftillymore of :the. ftory of her lo- 


- wery afked him,:>what motives had:induced him 


to: conceah his illuftrious: birth?» Fory as their 
parents were: allied, ‘both by friendfhip and po- 
Kitical intereft, thefe: circumftances taken toge~ 
ther, might have contributed to fuch. an advan- 
een alliance.» ye ae 
or There .issnot;: faid Sicnreabieiloa: fo ons a 
<iitsiaieas of'rank between us.as you ‘imagine: 
Perhaps the caliph, among <all the. fovereign 
‘princes to whom. he hath: refufed your hand, 
ohas:not numbered -one with:whom. an: alliance 
would have been as fuitable, in every refpe&, 
Sasi with .our family, and: as well prepared by 
-ethe bonds of an ancientyand fteady. friendthip- 
et (Our family-was born inthe errors of idola- 
_ try) but thanks. to the, zealous. attentions of 
Haroun, the viceroy of God, and the right 
varm.of his great prophet pon earth, we have 
obeen brought to the knowledge of the truth, 
~ by: ftudying and pa ivepiieniint vhs: ipenine Al- 
ig@ran.| «on 
» This fage sbdnecpsioa hs ‘the “frithfal hath 
‘ pipes watched. over us like an indulgent fa- 
ther. <My>father. and» my. mother. were) al- 
ways» mentioning his .kind . attentions to) us, 
and their attachmentito bim. — He ,has.a 


mo - 
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_moft beautiful- chaste faid’ ‘they; abv! if he 


would grant. us »for ‘oursdaughter-in-law: the 
charming Hfetilfone; but-othe? monarchs have 
fought-her in-vain,’ "He ‘loves. her :tod.dearly, 
and he willinever: confent to! pedo sl 
-conneétion that will takecher. frony him? 

» Thefe « converfations made an saeriand beni are 
-on my foul; omy:iwhole. thoughts: centered 
upon you: My father had brought to court ia 
‘Perfian philofopher:nameéd: Benalab, who. was 
to have the chargerofmy education;: and: to 
inftibinto-my heart:the principles of virtue. At 
the fame time, he was: to adorn my mind with 
“that uncommon Seewinte: with which he-was 
endowed. 
ve Now and then Berialab. was abfent, in ith 
of difcoveries relating to'thofe important ftudies 
“in which «he was ‘engaged. He. ufed to go in 


?fearch of plants-upon: the ‘mountains of Arme- 
“mia. ~My parents always celebrated your charms 


-and talents ;.-and exprefled their: regret “at the 
impoflibility which they forefaw in. forming fo 
proper an: alliance, In» the» meantime,’ they 
thought of feeking another for me. I retired 


_ ctocmy-apartnent mightily perplexed 3 but-fearce- 
-ly had I gone:to bed, when; ithe middle of a 


‘profound fleep, you appeared:to me in a dream; 
and: you:‘had» the wery fame: appearance’ then 

as the -firft-time Li faw yows!T awoke, but 
PESOS | 2 
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ay ftrange . voice. pronounced. TOR name ait, 

Sigatyy Foe sss 
ath Judges may sine etilfone,, Pan the Sruae. 

tion. in, which I was. placed, the. impreffion that. 

your image made upon me.,, Not daring to: con 

fe{s my “paflion,.. I gave: amyfelf entirely up to. it, 

It foon wafted me ; medicine was. adminiftered. 

to me in vain;,;and. J.was about to falla.vic~.. 

timsto my ¢ difeate. Tees rie 

“ Benalab having returned, rst Acai, 
examined me,.and, after having. coufidered 
the nature of IY, compiainty. approached me.—. 

“ Dear prince,” whifpered he in my ear, “1 
know your diforder perfectly ;—Iifetilfone is me 
caufe of it,” : pe 

At thefe words, a -fadden. bluth panes my 
cheeks. “ Be.of good chear,” {aid my tutor to 

me, your difeafe is not defperates take cou~ 
rage; you are made for. one another. Allow me 
to. direét you; I fhall put you upon a method of 
_feeing her, and chtaining her hand.” : 

_*¢, Hope having re-animated my vigour, I ale 
fumed, as, itewere; - anew. life... Benalab. pro~. 
pofed a fea yoyage, as neceflary for ray recover, 
ry,.and; caufed.,equip a.veffel; of which he, 
himfelf .was.to-be pilot, In order.to comfort. : 
my \parents. on .this.occafion, Benalab ihowing ; ° 
them, a rofe-buth,. almoft entirely dried up, took: — 
afhoyel; collected fand and earth; mixed thems 4 

pu: 
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put them to the root’ of the buth, “and poured’ 
upon the earth fome drops of a certain elixir” 
which he had in his pocket. “ This plant will fpring 
up,” faid he to them: The more it fhall be loaded 
with leaves and flowers, the more ought ye 


to believe in the recovery of your fon. The 


angel of death would ftrike him here. Elfe- 
where he fliall live. Confide in Benalab.” 

« The rofe-bufh recovered its verdure. Be- 
nalab having become my governour, might take 
from my father’s treafures whatever he judged 
neceflary for me; to this he joined his parti- 
cular treafure, fome parts of which you have al«. 
ready admired. “We embarked ; landed on the 
coafts of the: caliph your father, and came te 
refide for fome time at Baffora: 

-© Benalab, the moment we landed, fent all 
eur Indian flaves back with the veffel which 
had brought us over. We fettled at Baffora, 
and deliberated how I might live at Bagdad 
without. being known, ‘and what profeffion I 
fhould follow, in order that I might fee you 
and become acquainted with you, concealing 
my rank and condition.’ That of a cook ap- 
peared the moft proper to Benalab. © By pur-- 
chafing very expert cooks at Baffora, he was fure; 
‘by means of his elixirs, of giving fuch a relifh 
to whatever we prepared, as that we might pro-~ 

Sie mife 
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tft atte’ a fale, and a preference’ corres 


\ 


fponding to our wifhes.” 


“Let us now do juftice to thé fchemeé oF the : 


wife Benalab. A cook foon made greater noife 
in Bagdad and at court than any other perfon- 
age, how illuftrious foever. I faw our repiita- 
tion increafe every day 5 and, after having work- 
ed for the principal people of the ftate, I flatter 
ed myfelf that I fhould be employed by Haroun 


and you, when’ I had the pin nian to lofe my 


wife governour. aie 
“Hope would have fled with him,’ had not 
Namouna, who thought that I did not know 
her, come herfelf, and been the Pappy mean of 
bringing t us together. 
During this whole converfation be Simtel: 


ty pha, Tifetilfone, fcarcely: able to breathe, had not 


power to interrupt him. “At laft,” faid the, our’ 


« ‘union is nothing but the work of love, and the” 


decree of thé holy prophet |’ Ah! how fweet it is 
to be fubject to the laws of the fame deftiny! ‘But, 


explain to me how, fince T fell ‘afleep ‘in my fa- ; 


ther’s palace, I find myfélf here in your arms ?: 
How lively foever the fenfations are which T° 
feel, 1 confider them orily as the effedt of a Vie’ 
fion. This ¢ appears t to me foextraordinary.—Then’ 
Simouitapha explained to the princefs the ufe he: 
made of the box of Benalab, and. expatiated upon 
the aid which he expected from it afterwards. 
' Night 


FO ae on TN Re ae 


aMmuNTaiRe. 
_. Night had finithed the half of her career, 
ie rie upon a fignal agree to between the In 
dian prince and the genius, the latter lighted all 
- the lamps in the twinkling of an eye. At the 
fame time, the door which led to the parlour 
opened, and a:concert, formed by the union of 
the moft agreeable yoices, was heard, 

"What new. prodigy is. this | faidthe princefs; 
it is your flaves celebrating my happinefs, faid 
Simouftapha,—Could my flaves be here? —Could 
they know any thing ?—Thofe -who are here 
are. not ‘known to you, and could not betray you. 

Iifetilfone rofe, and found under her hand a 
fplendid drefs. Simouftapha conduéted her into 
the parlour, where a fumptuous collation was pre- 
pared. 

The fix flaves pralicased themfelyes before the 
: princefs, and were eager to ferve her. She had 
Joft her appetite fince her laft walk :in Bagdad ; 
but, as every. thing was prepared by the hands 
of her lover, the. was not averfe to honour the 
feaft _Mufic and dancing. embellithed this fel. 
. tival, and the flaves exerted themfelves in charm- 
ing | the liefure, moments of this. happy. pairs 
The princefs had. need of répofe. _ Simouftapha 
conduéted. her back into the apartment fhe had | 
left, “The door fhut, and. eid HRs were extine 
ss Aaaia ok: Wiricks Sak ca aaa 
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They were both full afleep, when the genius, 
warned of the return of the morning by the 
crowing of the cock, lifted up the princefs, and 
tranfported her to the palace of the caliph. 

After he reftored her to her former condi- 
tion, he removed the charm which held every 
body afleep; each of them fhifted a little, and 
ended their flumbers in a more convenient pof- 
Already had the fun finifhed a part of his 

‘courfe ; and Iifetilfone was ftill in her flumbers. 
Thrice had the old governefs drawn the cur- 
tains. I dare not interrupt her repofe, faid fhe, 
with a low voice; fleep, my beautiful angel ! 

At length, the two ftars which regulated the 
life of the Indian princes fhone forth with all 
their luftre. Namouna approached them; “ How 
Deautiful you are, my charming» princefs! have 
you flept on a bed of rofes, that yr awake more 
beautiful than Aurora ?” 

_ It is becaufe I have had an agreeabile 
dream.” —“* Have you feen Simouftapha ?”— 
“ Yes, Plamowpay: if have feen him, and muck 
to my joy.”—* Was he as grave as ufual ??— 

. & Not at all.” So much the better for yon, 

my princefs; Will you dine then with a good 

- ‘appetite to-day? I am going to sabia a difle 

pep Rarer - get: 

The — 





petite gospel a cog ai 8 a 3 
Simouitapha faw thet. ‘Namouna ‘knew n+ 
thing of what had happened. “ ‘Take: thefe } 
‘dithes, "good Namouna ; tell your charming 
iniftrefs that the has no need to eat much this 
morning, - the will fup the better, for ie at 


—.. cold yas withed to enter into converfa- 
tion with him ; but Simouftapha politely excu- 
‘ a Hiimfelf, and difiniffed her. 
atters were in this fitwation, when a loud 
ated Jemal into the azure plain, where he 
“was: to give an account of what had, Deen. dong 
ht before. : 






ma 


the night be Rie 

oe foon” as. ‘Setcipédour'ginaile ‘faye him 

_— fpeak, Kauffak! Gid the to him, bait thou 

‘executed my orders in favour of the dear pupil 
Of my.beloved Benalab? 

Great queen! replied Kaulfick, Live done 
what Ticould, 3 
5 Do. foaseesnadibers” Aah iinibel” the fairy, 
§< why:you were fhut up in the box, the fright- 
ful figure with which you. were invefted, and 

ee Vot. If. ee where- 
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wherefore you »wete.fo. juftly chaftifed? A& 
faithfully henceforward, and {peak the truth, 
Are the.young’ princes pgaianicis ‘What think 
you of their union ?”: 

o& The marrjage ) is over. ‘Abii, equals 
the virtues and the beauty of this happy.couple; 
and. it would be impoffible to find their match 
in the: whole empire; of Ginniftan; You. fee 
how I admire them: 54 ; 
 $¢ Tf Tifetilfone eclipfes all. the a of fisrbonty 
in, brightnefs, Simouftapha, may. be. compared. 
to the fun; but what. particularly diftinguithes 
them, are the qualities of their heart and un- 
derftanding, which they unite in a moft emi- 
nent degree.” Ey 
_& Thou aay hin, well, Kanffack,” | Lee 
plied'the queen, “ admire him, that thou mayeft 
at length learn to love him... I. recommend that 
couple to thee, ferve them faithfully... | want 
to fee them this night; thou muft,bring them 
to me as foon as they-fhall.be afleep ;, and, af- 
ter I fhall,have proved. thy conduct, Iwill per- 
mit thee to..appear for the-future under. the 

- form and name} of Jemal,. which thou haft rer 
“ceived, from the pupil of Benalab.” 

_ The genius went away fatisfied. Setelpedour 
‘was confounded: Ah! what, faid fhe, are in- 
nocerice and loyeunknown) in, my,dominions ? 
aud are they only to.be;found upon the earth? 

I 
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I could not believe it !_~How Eidefire 'to: fee 
this mortal, ‘fo ‘béautiful, fo: virtuous, ‘and {6 
fenfible !—How happy is? pase ain. Spine 
captivated a foul like his !”"> soimy = 
Thus fpoke the queen ‘of the geri: She had 

till now ‘kept her liberty’; the very thought of 
a mortal endangered ‘it. “ She was ‘going,’ how- 
ever, to run the rifk, ‘when femal was to mare 
executed the laft orders he had’ received: { « 
‘Iifetilfone' had learned from ‘Namouna’ that 
fie was to have“an interview: with her lover 
‘ that ‘might. Night ‘approached, more’ defired 
than the beautiful day; the charming priucefs 
fought repofe, in order. to enjoy’a hope which 
the had no fear of being difappointed-of:» Soen 
the foporiferous vapour fpread‘around hen’ She 
percéived its’ fyinptoms, and defired: its effedts 
the’ palace is’ thrown ‘into a deep” fleep afreths 
Jemal had appeared, and had already carried 
off the princefs to her fpoufes where Hyd y thing 
was: ready for her reception. * © 9%: 08 
~The “dithes were prepared; ithe® concert! wa 
begun, the Apetenent was moft “mapnificently 
embellithed.’ “But “what: can’ luxury and their 
efforts add. to the’ pleafares’ that fpring - from 
mutial love If they were 'to dié of love, with- 
out Hope of ever ‘being united, ~ vias ar 
at ‘préefent without fo" much ‘ado.° 
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“The hour Gf répofe came. | Simouftapha tens 
derly invitéd the’ princefs to give herfelf” up to 
‘him ; and the young flaves + ae very tag ‘in 
ordet for that purpofe. 

i gieat ‘many believed that all WHE ‘nights of 
the pair, whom love alone united, ‘were to be 
alike. © What” followed, however 'p eet “the 
Bahelangisiae 1) sy ceps vod a7 Bangg 
bis “Hardly were * Sim ' mouapha’ “pa the “pail 
iipon’ ‘heir “cuth ifhions, when ‘the genius ‘threw 
heal into “a cla seal fleep, and tranfported 
them i ito’ the ind gh the “queen oF 7, & 
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ile pa dour ‘wake for them wich legate 
ia ina’ them both fit. down’ ‘upon ‘the moft 
magnificent fophas. ~ “Her firft attention “was 
paid d to Tifetitfone ; “for fhe withed to fee if her 
beauty came fully up to the éncomiums fhe had 
heard lavifled'upon it; the found, aabade a 
every thing exceeded the “praifes’ ‘of *Jenval. 
‘But,’ sr FRiedin Heid “examine ae 

tapas th was perfuaded that nothing” a 
Pa : ae Hannes “to be compared to him; 

worthy ‘of him. By Delicving 1 that fhe had 

oki abe “hese “to the fentiment of ad~ 
Saget y eoncealing the emotions by 
jae hte ite, that the genii of her 

ur 
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‘night no emacs? “the ‘violence oF her : 


pallion, fhe’ allowed herfelf” ‘to be carried too 


far. 
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far. |“ Oh! moft beautiful of, mortals !” ex- 
claimed the, “ how happy I efteem,, myfelf in 
having exerted my power for you!” She. now 
took two kifles of -Ilfetilfone, that the might 
have an apology for imprinting the moft tender 
upon the lips of Simouftapha. __ 
The queen of the genii experienced what 
happens to her equals, when they approach too 
- near the dangerous ball of this earth. Setelpe- 
dour fell a prey to the ravages of her own ele- 
ment; but the effect had not yet diffipated 
every idea of benefieence conceived in favour of 
a rival, the confummating of whofe happinefs 
fhe was foon about to repent. She put a 
very fplendid lace about her neck, and a ring 
upon her finger, whofe diamond fpatkled like 
the carbuncle; and, what .enhanced the value 
' of this jewel, the names of the happy pair were . 
engraved in the infide of the ring. _ . 
Forthwith fhe twines a chain of diamonds in 
the trefles of the prince, and puts, upon his 
finger a ring {till more beautiful than. the one 
fhe had given to the princefs. She now caufed 
two drefles be brought for each, embroidered 
with rubies, fapphires, and emeralds, diftribu- 
ted with fuch art, that they‘imitated the variety 
of flowers. 
When the had thus diftinguithed herfelf by 
her magnificence and kindnefs, fhe is eager to 
¥-3 ; obtair 
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obtain. her-compenfation from the lips of the 
beautiful Simouftapha. » Having thus igraciaes 
her. curiofity, and part of bee pees theo 
‘called the genius... 

é4& Jemal,” » faid) fhe to ni a exert. yourfelf 
a tranfport the fpoufes upon this fopha to the 
apartment from which you! took them. You 
muft take! care! that: the.one which they have 
occupied, be placed fomewhere elfe; you muft 
put thefe two drefles before them, and obferve 
_ them:till they awake, that.-you «may afterwards 

give an account of what pafles.” 
The genius obeys: The’ fpoufes are at Bags 
ava in‘ the apartment of the prince of the In- 
dies: The brightnefs of the lanips is redoubled 5 
the influence of the magic fleep is broken off. 
Simouftapha» and Iletilfone open their eyes; 
both are dazzled with the luftre of their drefs.; 
they are ftruck with the magnificence’ of wie 
thing around thems: ©: 
. Simouftapha takes the box 5 the: genius waits 
his orders :  Jemal, fpeak, I command yout: 
Whence is this abundance of riches ?” 
+ From: the hand that hath ‘favoured your u- 
nion,replied the genius.—To-norrow, added the: 
prince; you must: carry herithe: tokens of our. 
gratitude. If two hearts, entirely devoted to the: 
‘will of the queen, can add to-her happinefs, you 
mut prefent the homage of ours-to hers, >. -# 
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a: aid ‘ofthe ateabiires pertain ee 
Eafe is neceflary. to happy love:—Simouftapha 
faw nothing in this attention: of -the-queen of 
the genii, but a difpofition to ‘prevail"upon’ the 
caliph to approve of) them union. At length 
both, very “agreeably: engaged, came’ to forget 
their riches$ andthe remainder of: the night 
folled om in a happitiefs which knew no care. 

: ‘The laft-hour was come, when Iifetilfone fig- 
nified to ‘her lover the happinefs that ‘fhe would 
feel in feeing him ‘defied in the robes of his‘ bene- 
faStrefs. -< I will obey, treafure‘of my life! an- 
fwered:the prince; my whole care is to pleafe 


you; but, let nothing here conceal from my eyes 
4 the charms whofe power tranfpofts and ravifhes 


me.” Simoiitapha is adorned with hisfuperbdrets: 
[ininainae is highly pleafed with it... « Mine,” 
faid the, “is ufelefs:to me at prefent} for, were 
Ito difplay this pomp in my father’s ‘palace, f 
fhould excite a curiofity which it would sath im- 
poflible for me to gratify.” s «> 
As fhe had finifhed thefe mainte the Santali 
ners of fleep feized upon her.—Simouftapha felt 


- the fame fenfations; they have only time to 


throw themfelves. upon’ a fopha, without ~ put+ 
ting off'thcir dreffes... The princefs was already 
afleep, and the genius. ae “is into the 
splaep-of meee Rois a 
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_Jemal immediately flew to Setelpedour, and 
gave her an account of the manner in which 
her prefents had been received, and of the grate- 
ful acknowledgements of Simouftapha. He faid 
evén more, than the queen wifhed to hear. 

‘Setelpedour was no more herfelf; from the 
moment fhewas captivated with Simouftapha, fhe 
fell a victim to paffions, whofe violence fhe had 
never known before, Jealoufybegan to wring her 
heart ; fhe is aftonifhed at her fituation.—She, 
who till now had been engaged in governing 
the paffions of others; fhe who had never felt 
the ftroke of them, and who had been always 
infenfible to the charms of the genii of the em- 
pire of Ginniftan ; “ E condefcend,” faid the, 
® to love a,man!—But Simouftapha is the pu- 
pil of Benalab ; he is himfelf the model of vir- 

tue, and wifdom:—What one of my equals could 
have thought it below her to win the affections 
of the great Solomon? Our queen went to 
vifit him from the moft remote regions of the 
north *,” 
- Whilft Setelpedour Coke thus, the genius 
waited, her orders. Return to your mafter,” 
faid the; “and, vifibleor invifible, bealways at his 
‘command. If you perceive inhim the leaft defireof 
becoming 
’* It was a receivéd opinion, that the queen of Sheba, whe 


came to court the favour of Solomon, was @ female Genigg: 
and queca of the celeftial vifions, 


a 


becoming acquatated with ine, atid of Uoifig me 
roam ere it, * dia Bay hifi tdine inte 
mediately. “My frontiers ‘are are guarded’ by Beirigs 
more difgufting t than you were formérly. “But 
I am juft going ‘to order thefe frightful’ foldiers 


_ to be removed, and the ‘ftations “to be filled ‘up, 


sr Fasano rh 


fo as nothing | may ‘appear terrifying. 
The _genius having ‘bowed to “its “fovercign, 
returned | to the apartment of Simouftapha, and 


_ found him upo mn the fopha, where thé effects of 
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magic fleep had detained him. “Tt awakes 
him, m, and m makes i its appearance.—It brings hiny 

a ae “in order to induée’ him (to make 
cate thore peaceful fituation. ©" 7S 
Shee opened his eyes  hteione had 
dé ; eared 3 3——he faw’ nothing around Sim’ bet 


| eng uificent prefénts with which he was load 


i; and, aioe which, ‘he would have believed! 
the w le to have been but a fine dream, i oe 
fecing ‘thele, however, hhe “is aniinatéd 
a ot satiate wii rhi esa a ached the 
etn ma suis He burns with i tience to 

Pairs do pectfal ie ce"lte” ‘the ‘exalted 

La a ) jesus od pari he admires’ 
Bow, abe He pee waits ‘his 

toilthes Ser onntri wpyhyRo tl .breciesop 
apa faid he to it, “if my requeftis not 
apertinent, I st iyttegr hae bg a itike sO 
a stems 5 PW Nerdole- Io 10 : the. 
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the feet of my benefaétrefs, the “queen of the 
genii.” 

“Twill obey, anfwered the genius, the 
mafter of the enchanted box, and the favourite 
of the brilliant Star of the Seven Seas. which 
divide the earth.” © 

‘Simouftapha, after the bath, adorned himfelf 
with the richés he had got from the “generous 
fairy, and gave himfelf xp to be conduéted by 
the genius. 

'Ginniftan is a very’ remote ‘empire ; 3 it fur- 
rounds us, however, on every fide. - Tt confifts 
of fpaces, which cannot be compared with the 
fmall one that we inhabit. In a few minutes, 
the Indian prince is over them, and is placed at 
the entrance to the dwelling of Setelpedour. ' 

“The queen appeared to him; ‘and, although 
he was ftruck with her beauty, he did not 
lofe fight of decorum, but wifhed ‘to. have 
kneeled | upon the earth. She, however, raif- 
ed him haftily, t took him by the hand, and con- 
duéted him to ‘her palace, having firft made him 
walk through the gardens, where wonders of 
every fort furprifed and inchanted him. ~*~ 

‘Simouftapha, affected at the fight of fo many 
enjoyments ‘united, felt’a fenfation' highly pleaf 
ing to Settlpedour.”’ « Man !” fays ‘fhe within 
Mesias « a! ‘moft admirable of mortals !' may 
Ks HM T1903 8. HRGE i .hIW3 “the 
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the beauties thou meeteft with here make thee 
forget all thofe which thou lefteft kat the 
earth ! 

At length, almor without fpcaking, the queen 
and her new guelt came. to ‘the: bafon, orna- 
mented with three hundred and fixty-fix figures 
of animals, all differing from one another. Each 
of them was. the emblem of one of the days of 
the year. Jafper and porphyry were the ma- 
terials made ufe of in conftructing them; and 
they always fpouted out liquors the moft agree- 
‘able to drink. 

“The table for dinner was furnifhed in this 
place, under a canopy of rofes and jeffamines.— 
Sophas, govered with green turf, prefented com- 
_ ‘gmodious feats. . The violet, and lilly ferved for 
_ ¢arpets. Amid fuch a profufion of beauties, 
how fumptuous, muift be the repaft ! 

Invifible beings brought and removed the 
debs Nothing was feen but the beautiful, 
hands, of Setelpedour, which were as ready to 
anticipate the tafte of her. guefts,_ as_ her eyes. 
to perceive. . 

The Indian prince appeared. difconcerted ; ‘ 
but.a more animated picture is prefented to his 
view.. An amphitheatre, which was. oppofite 
to him, is peopled in the twinkling of an eye. 
Six. hundred. genii: of each. fex, feated upon, 
greon ans began a concert worthy of the 

queen 
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queen of the fairies, and fitted to charm. ony 
on Simouttapha i is ftruck with admiration. * 

You fee, faid_ Setelpedour to him, the ane 
fures we enjoy here. If "you faid, any charms* 
in this place, ah! my ‘dear. ‘Bimouftapha, the 
heart ‘which offers them hall always bg to” 
vary. them. 

Saying that, the queen left the ‘able ‘aiid 
fet out for her palace. Every thing there was 
of a variqgated “gold and azure colour. She 
madé Simouftapha fit down ona fopha, and the 
ques. of the genii having cool ee igre befide 

him, “fpoke to this purpofe. '* 

« Dear’ prince, T have no sa to bere 
ferved : r love’ you 5 L have your ns pemaied 
heart, and mine is interwoven with’ it. You 
were the favourite and “pupil of ‘the wife Bee 
nalab; he drew my eyes on your deftiny. From 
your earlieft infancy, I have, ‘without’ appéar- 
ing, been the inftrament of your happinefs. Te 
ine you owed Hfétilfone; 1 was delighted at 
“yur tinion with: her, andI feel no jealoufy on 
“account of it; “but, fince I came to know you 
"more particularly, I have conceived the tender- 
a: afe@tion for you. ‘Your virtues, and thé 
charms of your perfon, havé made the queen <<] 
the genii the humble faye of love.” 

* Oh! adorable queen, » faid Simouftapha, © 1 


have not the — to pretend to fo gloriousa 


conquett, 
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conqueft. Permit me to ee you, and 
ferve you my whole life. To you I owe the 
happinefs of being united to the daughter oF 
the caliph; but, were the Jove that I have con- 
ceived for her, under your aufpices, to permit 
me to offer you my heart, Tam a Muffulman 
by the grace of God, and the holy prophet, and 
the beneficent care of- the virtuous commander 
of the faithful. My happinefs muft therefore 
confift in obeying the law. 

You exaggerate, my dear Simouftapha, re- 
plied the queen, both my pretenfions towards 
you, and the rigour of the law. I don’t with 
to banith Ilfetilfone from your thoughts; love 
her always; fhe fhall be the object of my kind- 
nefs, as well as of your love. Mahomet has 
permitted more than one wife. . 

< I did not examine,” faid Simouftapha, “the 
conduct of the prophet; but, when Ilfetilfone 
was given entirely to me, we came under fa- 
ered and inviolable obligations.”—“ They will 
be no lefs fo,” replied the queen; “ Ilfetilfone 

“can neither be your enemy nor mine. Befides, . 
in permitting me to love you, how can fhe’ 
charge me with ingratitude ? In a word, dear 
prince, you. have my heart, and can you re- 
fufe me part of your’s, if it is not already 
wounded ? Confider that, powerful as I am, 1 
fhall never exert my power but to turn it out 
70: SG to 
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to your, intereit, and that fhe who implores 


 youis the fovereign mniftrefs of your deftiny.”— : 
« Oh! my gueen,” faid Simouftapha, «figure 


- to yourfelf 1 the diftrefs of your flave, who finds. 
it equally, impoffible to, dae fo gr refufe your 
Mag 85-3 

Enough ‘of that! dear. pisses Selied Setel- 
pedour,; 3, your, own fafety fhould now occupy 
your thoughts. I have furnifhed the proper 
means, for which ‘you may afterwards find ufe. 
But I muft tell you, that the box of .Benalab 
expofes you to great, dangers. It belonged for- 
merly to Mamouk, an Egyptian magician, who 
made an. ill ufe of it, by giving himfelf up to 


crimes. My juftice hath shesefons deprived him, 


of it. 


I abandoned this wretch to the rigour of his . 


deftiny. I chaftifed Kauflack, at prefent Jemal 
your flave, who. by his. low flattery ruined a 
corrupted ‘mafter...1 fuppofe, however, that 
this flave of my laws.will never forget himfelf 
inv your fervice. _Mamouk is ftill alive, and 
has initiated in his art.a, fon no. lefs dangerous 
than himfelf. . All Ginniftan curfes him; but 


the wicked always find fome. favour ; Mamouk. 


is {till powerful, and: is continually endeayour- 
ing to recover the. box which, was given to Be- 
nalab. Take care then, that neither an Egyp- 


tian, . 


~ 
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- Ganj hor any thing from Egypt; enter’ your 


houfe. , 
© Simouftapha could not’ find words to exprefS 


“his ‘gratitude. He began, however, to weary 5 


__ it was time for him to'go home and receive his | 


fpoufe. He endeavoured ‘to reprefent to “the 
queen the neceffity of his departure, by regret~ 
ing the joys he fliould be forced to forego.” 
~ My goodnefs, replied Setelpedour, follows 


“my inclination, and cofts me nothing. - ‘The 


riches which are here will lofe their value when 


you aré. gone. Would you render them ‘pre- 
cious to me? come together with Hfetilfone and 


enjoy them; and, from that moment, every 


: thing here fhall be truly dear in my fight ¢ 


Come, and command in thefe places, and -E 


_ fhall be obeyed by all the genii who furround 


% mes 


~ Ah! Madam, replied” Simouftapha, don’t; 
though you love me, make me forget my duty: 


. I mutt remember that I am‘the fon of the king 


of the Indies, dearly beloved by my parents, 
and decountable to’ their fubjeéts’ for the pre- 
fumptive heir to the crown. : 

Adieu! my dear Simouftapha, faid the queen, 


embracing him; adieu! prince, model of fove- 
reigns ! light of the world ! and genius of every 
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_ The genius conduéted Simouftapha.to -his 
houfe ; and, though his heart melted with grati- 


tude towards Setelpedour, his affections {till con- 


centered upon Ilfetilfone. He is bufy preparing 
for her reception... The moft exquifite fruits are 
upon the table; the pots are filled with new 
perfumes: The princefs arrived in a magnificent 
drefs which fhe had got in a prefent from Setel- 
pedour : Simouftapha had kept his. ‘The mufic 


plays; the repaft begins; and, amid thefe enjoy- . 


ments, they think of nothing but happinefs. 

In the mean while, Simouftapha relates the 
voyage he had made to the palace of the fairy, 
defcribes .the beauties he had feen there, and 
the kindnefs with which he had been loaded. 
He omits no circumftance ; but his relation oc~ 
cafions neither fufpicion nor jealoufy. } 

While the princefs faw every heart incline 


towards her. lover, fhe confideréd it as a tri. | 


bute which all celeftial beings owed. When 
Simouftapha {poke of the precautions which he 
had engaged to take againft Mamouk the E- 
Syptian, the ancient poffeffor of the box, fhe 
withed that the prince would fend back to the 
queen fo dangerous a prefent ; But, without its. 
afliftance, he muft have renounced the pleafure. 
_ of fecing her, and perhaps it might have been 


impoffible to have induced the caliph to, ratify, : 


their union. 


Ait 


- re RR 


“VND ether gece way tof power os 
al “At Teal,” faid They tae ‘care t6 


Blow from Beye” oq pd 
~Whilft fhe was thus asians to yeiadeen 
their repofe, 2 “cloud wpm in Ginniftan 
which was foon to difturb it. it 
| ~ “As ‘foon as the genius, the flave of the suig 
had traniported the princefs’ from the palace to 
the houfe of Simouftapha, and from thence'to 
that of the caliph, and when the Indian prince 
had no farther orders to give him, he retusns 
to his miftrefs, and gives her an account of “2 
he had feen. 
The genius gives a faithful account of the 
whole matter. ‘ Never was a conjugal union 
' fo affeéting ! Never were’ two hearts fo well 
fitted for mutual love! Never. did two, beings 
unite virtue and arya in beg an eminent ai 
pect Never 
“« Stop, wretch !” faid the aie te teeny 
ate thy paffions inflamed ! Doft thou remem- 
« ber what thou didft whén thou waft Kauflack, 
in the fervice of the curfed Egyptian 2 My fin- 
ger engraved thy crime on ‘thy guilty forehead. 
{ will treat thee worfe to-day, if thou agecee® 
ae I will diftort the features of thy face}: 
‘GBs “a 
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will lengthen thy. cars, and shevee thy. aie 
into feet.” 

: « Oh |. my Gracatse - fad. the genius, 
; « your anger gives me.more_ pain) than your 
ee terrifies me.:, I. found, that. the 
‘beauty | and yirtue of Iifetilfone: commanded the 
greateft refpe&: Ah! how the deferves, the 
Jove of Simouftapha ! 1? 
© He is too fond of her,” replied Setelpe- 
dour; and that has made him. forget both 
his duty. and .intereft.. The only fon, of the. 
king of the Indies lets, not his father know his 
adventures; And, were it. not. the. rofe-buth 
which was renewed by Benalab, and of which 
y conftantly renew the verdure; his parents 
would be plunged in Aorrow, . Jemal, thy 
Young mafter, muft get rid of this dangerous 
3% ‘charm ; place, thyfelf, without being feen, be- 

_twixt them, and diffufe an infeétious odour 
round Iifetilfone,— and- 
_ “ Great queen, I will obey,” faid the genius, 
‘departing, — Stop wretch !” faid Setelpedour 
to it. Thou art too ready.” 
 « Stop. !? faid the to it, having recollected 
herfelf a a moment ; “be more ready to do good 
‘than ill, ‘if thou doft not, with to become 4 
monfter again. Hie ‘order thee. now to take 
care that nothing bad happen the new-mar- 
tied ere af A 
a ey taanioeh adr | Moe Jer] 
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~Jemal retired 5° he could not’ underftand what 
his fovereign meant, and he believed that fhe 
wanted to’ try him. 'Setelpedour’ fell a vidtim 
‘tothe violence of her paffion. She imagined 
“that thé would get the better’ of it By facrifices, 
and that fhe might be authorifed to go on with 
this {cheme; fhe inftantly called Afmoncha, her 
firft vizir, and having made him fit down at 
her fide, ‘fhe fpoke to him thus : 

°& Vizir, no objet having ever made an ime 

‘preffion on my heart, till now I have been in- 
‘dependent.’ But Iam fo no more. A mortal, 
fuperior to all others, is become mafter of my 
heart 5 it is Simouftapha, the fon of the great 
~king of the Indians. : 
(«know that ‘the pride of the seni, my 
vaflals, difdain “man, becaufe’ they generally , 
take “a joke of him. They have forgot that 
they all bowed the’ knee before the great Maho- 
met, who conquered my father, the powerful 
and immortal Kokopilefobe * » who was firip- 
ped of his glory. 

“ Our fphere is limited: Of all created be- 
ings, man alone can extend his. The virtues 
of Simouftapha will ‘raife him* to the greateft 
eminence, and I with to be partner ef his 
pat = Oe so as I pecan my “profpe- 

: sity 


o Kokepilefobe, one of the Arabian names of Lucifer. 
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rity and honour in view, Fiexpeét an ad¥ice® 


from you eae oF Baws eee and — 
ten 


“Whiltt the was fit Afmonchar, with | 


- downeaft eyes, appeared ‘to be ina deep dream. 


At length, however, He broke filente : * Great” 


queen ! ! ‘faid he to her, your meafures are al- 
ways direéted by your wifdom, and can ‘only 


{pring | from’ a noble anibition : ace at wae fame ° 


time, t fee two’ difficulties.“ °*' 


“ You have generoufly effefted ‘the matth of . 


the Indian prince and the daughter of the ca- 
liph ; you have rendered it ftrorig and indiflo- 
‘Juble againit yourfelf, by the rings that you 


have made them put on. Your fatisfation’ 


mult depend on their agreement. We have 
laws digefted by our fages, of which they them- 
felves keep the records ; ; they will decide, much 
better than I can, how far they can favour your 
views. It will alfo be more agreeable to enter 
into the conneétion which you propofe, with the 
approbation of all your fubjects, than with the 
advice of your ‘minifter ‘alone, who is entirely 
devoted to your. pleafure. ‘I am ‘therefore of 
opinion, - that it may, be proper to fignify your 
intention to your, divan, | whom I fhall cag 
by your, order.” 
peceionts 5 full of her fcheme, and of the 
means 
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means of forwarding it, did not fee into the, ; 


defigns of Afmionchar. 





———aa 


‘made an unequal match. She is the daughter 


The vizir, full of hypocrify, had no foaner.. 
received orders to call. the affembly, than he - 
went to Bahlifboull *, the oldeft and moft wick- 
ed fpirit in Ginniftan.. Rage gave force and 
fpeed to his wings. He detefted Bahlifboull ; 


‘but he withed, above all things, to oppofe to 


his fovereign a being who could divert her 
from a purpofe which was more odious to. him 
than to any other; for he was really the. ge- 
nius who was the greateft enemy to the human 
race. Befides, he could never hear the name of 
Mahomet, without flying into a violent paffion; 
and their queen wifhed to marry a muflulman. 


_ He knew . that, by a famous treaty which was — 


made between Kokopilefobe and Mahomet, that 
the prophet had referved all the progeny which 


_ fprung from marriages between the inhabitants 


of the earth, and thofe of Ginniftan. | 

Old Bahlifboull faw his grand-fon approach - 
him in a fort of aftonifhment. He informs him 
of the defign of the queen.. And indeed they ~ 
had, for a long time, plotted her deftrugtion. 

“ J fee,” faid he to Afmonchar, “ that you 
are afraid of lofing your own intereft with her ; 
the queen is not the only female who hath 


of 
— Bahlifbou!l, the fame with Bee}zchub. 
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of the great Kokopilefobe; and, in {pite of us, : 
fhe may claim great freedom.’ But, with rea _ 
_ fpect to the laws, you know me to be the depofi- — 


tory of them; and, fince I figned the treaty which 
was entered into with Mahomety you need 
neither think to elade nor infringe it. | Affems 
ble the divan ; that is your duty.” 3 

. Afmouchar. returned. Bahlifboull, full o 

wickednefs and ambition, now thinks of de. 
throning the queen; ‘of ruining the grand vi- 
zir, his. own fon, and of raifing himielf upon 
the ruins of the whole. The divan aflembles : 
Setelpedour comes and takes her place ; all the 


genii bow before her ; and, when ‘the gives the — 


fignal, each rifes and takes his feat. They are 
ignorant of the motive of fo folemn an affem- 
bly. Afimonchar is ordered to lay the matter 
- The vizir looks round him, and perceives a 
place empty?” It is’ that which his great father 
Bahlifboull fhould have filled. He then hefi« 
tates to break filence ; for he is afraid that the 
queen’s propofal carry by the majority of 
_ Voices; for ‘a great part’ of thofe who were 
to’ vote were of her fex, and, of confequence, 
hoftile to every law that might tend’ ‘to’ 
_ bridle their liberty, and‘ reftrain their weak- 


nefs. The reft confifts of {pirits who would — 
be proud that they had it in their power to 


ferye 











ae 
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" ferve the: ‘cuugens: ‘Thus, this minifter faw him- ue 
felf on the,eve of being fubmitted to the laws 


of a man, and.a_muffulman. .He curfed Ma- 
homet in the bottom. of his foul,and felt all his 
ftrength forfake him: at once.’ ‘Setelpedour ur-: 
ged him to fpeak. , He-was beginning to ftam- 


_ mer, when, on’a fudden, old Bahlifboull arrivedy 


borne by his. minifters, who. conducted him to 


| the foot of the throne. 


« Pardon, oh my. fovereign ! P faid this dan- 
gerous politician * my delay.—Time hath im- 
paired my vigour; age hath deftroyed my 


wings :—I was grievoufly wounded ‘by Michael 


in our firft great combat; and, in a body like 
nine, entirely weakened by age, the wounds are 
always frefh,” 

. Setelpedour received the excufe of the old 
genius, and ordered him to take his place. Af 
monchar, encouraged by the. prefence. of his 
grandfather, begins, and lays before them the 
fubjeét upon which the queen wifhed to confult. 
the divan.’ 4 

» The. prefence of Bahlifboull. was. 2a he to 


theo: ; they knew, his inveterate hatred againdt 


the human race; ‘They dreaded his..wiles, his. 
power, and cruelty. If there was.a regulation 
in the empire difficult or netic they knew it 
td es oa him. 
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-" Sételpedour addreffed herfelf to the dangerous 
fage: © You, Bahlifboull, who have feen the 
three * reigns 3 tell ‘me if there has not been 


- ‘examples of a conne¢tion like that which I with - 


to form today? 


~ # Great queen!’ T'couild quote laws which 


would convince you all. ‘ F could even give my- 
felf.as ‘an example ; I have exifted ince the 
time of the’ fublime genius, your grandfather ; 
and, when we were thrown headlong from hea- 
ven, I fought his battles.’ He confidered me as 
the oldeft of his children. “ 
“ Need I ‘recal to’ the remembrance of our 
Hluftrious ‘chief ‘the ‘times of our ancient glory, 
and the dreadful blow that precipitated us, when 
we thought ourfelves fure of enjoying it ? 
' © Tranquil ‘and fovereign in our inacceffible 


abodes, they withed us’ to bow the knee to Ma- 


komet. This‘ daring innovator, who we have 
féen fneak and reign by turns, feemed to’ be 
predeftinated to the feeptre of the world; but, 
in becoming his difciples, we loft our empire. 
‘This affront” appeared to us intolerable, and to 
fubmit mean; Wei gave over refpecting as a 
beneficent being ‘one’ who degraded us by an 
Pod jo SUS? Ss: es Ae es! 32 ‘ unjuft 
OMG LES BUTE iss (crt 
* The Pree reigns. . This alludes to the reign of Lucifer, 
before he was thrown down. to the earth; to the reign of 
the fame. fpirit, until Mahomet is faid to have difcouraged 
idolatry ; and to the attual reign of Setelpedour. : 


i 


paren ee tas eet 
we took arms. sins 
a, Grest Kokoiefibe and I maintained. ad 





Gibrein. But, at length, our-enemies,. led on 
by Mahomet, fell upon.us with fury... We were 
conquered, robbed, driven from our pofleffions; 
and it was with much.,ado wwe faved thefe gild- 
ed. wings, : without which. we would have been 
dathed to pieces in our. fall... 

. Invited, to reign every. where, we preteinngl 
this earth, and formed. an alliance with the 
children of, men, to people it in concert with 
them. . ‘Mahomet perfecuted our new.race, and 
deftroyed. it by.a deluge. 4a 

Tnexhauftible in.our et saoaan ge we. ny Big an 
immenfe crowd of people flourifh anew ; thefe 
we fubjeéted to our laws. . The earth was co- 
wered with our altars; . ine, found. it difficult 
to rearia fufficient, number of, victims forthe 
facrifices.. which were offered. to us3, and even 
human, blood. was not fpared.. .. ..» 
~ © Provoked at, our fuccefs, Mahomet sient 
man... And, in order. fo puta ftop-to our ca- 
neers he declared a War againft us, more at 
than the former. He tanfacked every thin 
demolithed our temples, overturned our et 
annihilated ‘our gods and our trophies. — in fhort, 

>We Were put to the neeelen els engaging him, 

Vor. Tense seat ny bade vi in © We 


‘A 
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_ «We were ftill unfortunate: Atlaft, however, 
we obtained a truce. Stripped. of his honours, 
the formidable Kokopilefobe ‘retreated into the 
moft remote regions of the fouth. ‘The throne 
' which’ you occupy remained fubject to his pow- 
er; but; by an article: of the treaty‘that I was 
forced to fubferibe, and of which I depofit a 
copy at the feet’ of your highnefs, it was agreed, 


__ that-all children of a ‘genius fhould. embrace 
the worfhip’ of the “aca lh and live ‘under 


his dominion: + *’' 

<¢ It is your part, eben, great nt to 
determine whether your defcendents, called to 
independence and glory, muft be reduced to-a 
ftate of difgraceful flavery, defpifing the-mife- 
ries of the martyr of our re even the at: On 
‘Kokopilefobe.” 


Genius! anfwered the queen, I was paedak 


of the terms of the treaty you fpeak of; “but 
you have concealed from me the infringements 
that have been made upon it more ‘than once. 
With refpeét to the inconvenience that may re- 
fult from what I have been-thinking of, my 
prudence fhall proteét'my pofterity; and tell me, 
‘you who are acquainted with the tenor of our 
charters, if there be any cafe more facred than 
that which you have taken notice of ? 

“ Sage’ fovercign !” replied the genius, dif- 


- penfe with my producing it to you. It would | 
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be an’ obftacle. in’ } your way. “Ignorance of 
the law may siachiss for an excufe to: the per- 
fon who violates it.”—— I muft interrupt you,” 
aid: Setelpedour ;. “ secuadag is a difgrace to 
one of the genii—I with the laws to be-known, 
for it is my duty to: execute them ; aig nN com~ 
mand you to produce it.” cf ej 
.» A genius can give his hand to none bees 
“<. yirgin,” faid: Bablifboull ; « and a married 
« perfon cannot become your hufband, tnlets 
« you forfeit all your privileges and your pow- 
“Ke ers: ieee ras 

Ugbn this: declaration, the queen .curfed 
within heérfelf ‘both the law and_ its interpreter, 
and eafily penetrated»into: the malicious firata~ 
gem of Bahlifboull, and ‘of the vizir Afmon- 
char. Artifice myeccope.: her. fury, fhe hci 
f thus : 

1 -You'have, biel sees) pronounced a fen- 
tence’which would blaft all my-hopes forever, 
did I not know how >far your. profound: wii 
dom and experience, which are coeval with the 
world: itfelf,  exalts-you, above all.fpirits ; and, 
as you have fo: often efcaped thechains: with 
‘which you have been threatened, there isnone of 
‘ourlaw8 which you cannot elude. I hope, there 
fore, that your zeal and.attachment towards me 
will induce you to employ your. fagacity-in this 

matter. Cannot we, who are legiflators, fet afide 
H 2 this 
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this law? Or can we find no method of tranf 
grefling it, without appearing to violate it? Be 
affured that the motive which hath made me 
affemble this divan would make me do hed 
thing to gratify my defires #7) 
~ Bahlifboull triumphed in ‘hig own mind at 
the queen’s diftrefs, and her paffion for Simou- 
itapha. He fuppofed her to be as much blind- 
ed by love, as he himfelf was by wickednefs and 
ambition; and he hoped, that, by his perfidious 
meafures, he would make her lofe both the em- 
pire of Ginniftan, and the affection of her 
people. © 
« Queen!” replied this dangerous hypocrite, 
* the confidence which you have honoured me 
with ought to enfure your glory and fuccefs. 
No engagements can bind thofe who, like you, 
have the right of making them. Thefe laws 
which you complain of were compofed by Ke- 
kopilefobe, during his reign here, and in con 
fequence of circumftances which rendered them 
neceflary. But, if he were now fovereign of 
Ginniftan, he would condaé himfelf in a very 
different manner; and, notwithftanding your 
power has been derived from him, the order 
which ought to reign here depends énly on 
your wifdom ‘and pleafure.’ You have not 
yet attained the fummit of that eminence for 
which you were deftined.” 


“ Yor 








“pam mag i we 

_ * You are the Seaof the Sepem Seppe 
farround. the earth, and you would have al- 
ready, . had it not been for the ambition. of 3 your 
predeceffor, been the Beneficent Morning ‘Star. 
The Deftinies had, no. doubt, marked out the 
defeat of the great Kokopilefobe 5, but his 
undertaking was hoftile to the empire of 
the genii. With refpect to his perfonal cou- 
rage, you ought to curfe the fatal excefs to 
which he was , ‘carried, when he acknowledged 
the wifdom of the laws of Mahomet. But you, 
who are -fovereign miftrefs of ‘your. defires, 
fhould pafs a law that might confirm you inthe 
enjoyment of them.” 

The propofal of Bahlifboull aftonifhed the 
fpirits who did not comprehend its motive. And 
Setelpedour pretended to put the greateft con- 


. fidence in the counfels of the old genius. 


You proye more and more, faid the to him, 
how much a_mind, inftructed by adveriity, is. 
faperior to that which knowsnought but profperi- 
ty !—-Yes, you have convinced me.—I have no 
fcruple, in curfing whatever occafioned the mif- 
fortune of my predeceffor ; and I am too much 


- “attached to, the human race, not to. acknowledge 
| ‘Mahomet to be fuiperior to any. common being; 


but I demand of ‘you.a oar of the oath I 
muit take. uty 4 
“Hh 3 2. 4 You 
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«© You mutt repeat, with a firm and difting: 
voice, ” “anfwered the — impatient to” ac- 
Se his purpofe,' « Curfed be thou; Koko- 

«pilefobe!’ thyfelf! thy “ambition and - thy 
{chemes!S« “You mult, forthwith,” renounce 
your religion, i ‘in ofder ‘to ‘enibrac® that of Mae 
homet, by repeating this proféffion of faith: 

“et Achad, “en, la, illa, cala, Psion: eas 
“ Rafoud, Alla.” 

“When the queen appears ready to pronounce 
it, ° Bahlifboull cafts* an ‘expreflive ‘look “upon 
the vizir Afmonehar. "This fignal is immediately 
interpreted by the divan, who ‘with impatience 
Wait the event. Setelpedour at length takes the- 
oath. You have informed me ‘of matters,” 
faid thé’ to the’ old genius, “ and fpoken words 
which I never heard before.—You muft there- 
fore write, with ‘your own'‘hand, a’ copy of 
the oath that Tam to take”2« My hand trem- 
“bles too much,” faid Bahlifboull.—« You may 

take’ time,” replied the queen; “ and, after I 
thal have figned it, I wifh that you and the 
vizir would carry it to Mahomet.” T can neéi- 
bi a write nor walk,” anfwered the genius,— 

©T mut then’ repeat, as well as I can, what I 
recollede’ of it; _adding, at the fame time, the 
“{entiments of my ‘heart She now nes ™ and 
Speaks | thus : ori 
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st» Be:thow curfed for ever, infamous Bablit- 
« oul! who, by thy abominable flatteries, didft 
“_poifon. the heart of. my grandfather, and 
“<, didft..caufe him. rebel, againft every, fort of 
‘<< authority... Curfe upon thee ! principal _of 
‘« difeord, . who. continually. haft the. love of 
“‘ order upon. thy lips,; but, corruption in thy 
« heart! Curfe upon thyfelf and all thy race 
“ for ever! thou infernal fource of thofe evils 
« which defolate the. univerfe ! Curfe . upon 
«“ thee and thy grandfon Afimonchar! who, ia 
4 pretending to, fhew me the good road, haye 
« digged, for mea frightful pit! . May ye in- 
“ ftantly be fiript of your wings! May ye be 
“ thrown headlong to the earth! Go,! wallow 
among mud and dirt !—This is my fentence.” 


_ Upon hearing this,, which they did not ex- 


-pe&t,. the murmuring fpirits .recognifed their- 

queen... Her firmnefs,commands the attention — 
.of the moft wicked. _ Their foyereign fhines 
forth in the ancient glory which they had for- 
feited. Her. orders are inftantly executed 5 fhe 
difmiffés the genii, and the divan breaks up. 

_ Although, Setelpedour reprefents to herfelf 
the dangers to which her love had expofed her, 
yet dhe fill feels, its darts.“ If thou had’ft 


been witnefs, my»dear Sim waftapha,” faid fhe 


to herfelf, ‘ of all that I have braved for thee— 


‘What wouldft thou not facrifice on my account? 
$e: But 
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But what do I fay! I admire that rigid virtue 
which prompts thee to a refufal at which my 
felf-love cannot take offence. Thow would’it 
have loved me had’ft thou feen me firft; and 
if, by complying with the withes of my dear Be- 
nalab, in promoting a fcheme in which he knew 
to intereft me, I had not prefented in; a vifion 
the amiable llfetilfone, thou would’ft this day 
haye been my flave, and'I would have been cer- 
tain of a fidelity which nothing could move. I 
neither with to diftrefs thy happinefs, nor that 
of thy fpoufe; but thou muft love me; thou muft 
- be the fame to me as to her; we muft no longer 
‘be tied down to the laws of matrimony ; love 
and gratitude fhall prefcribe to us other duties? 

Thus the grand-daughter of the guilty, but 
‘brave Kokopilefobe, impofed upon herfelf. 
She poffeffed the elevated genius of her grand- 
father, but was ignorant that human blood 
flowed in her veins. She had nothing ‘in. per- 
fection but courage and beauty. Her heart, 
however, was pure: She had become fubject to 
a Jaw which Bahlifboull had vaguely explained 
to her ; and time was to make her feel the. ef- 
feéts of it. 

_ Eager to fee Simouftapha again, fhe had not 
patience to wait for him in her palace; for this 
would have been denying herfelf a pleafure. 
which fhe could immediately procure, by tranf- 


‘porting 
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porting herfelf ito Bagdad She therefore calls 
the flave of the box. & 

&« This night,” faid fhe, ca you : mutt carry ‘TL 
fetilfone to her hufband’s © apartment, and you 
muft let me kriow as foon as fhe is there. “I 
wifh by my prefence to increafé their happi- 
nefS.”——Jemal executes the orders of the fairy 
with his ufual precaution; Setelpedour foon 
Jearns that the princefs is with her lover; fhe 
inftantly fets out for Bagdad, preceded by Je- 
mal, who went to announce to the happy couple 
the arrival of the queen of the fairies. 

They would have appeared more embarraf- 
fed, had not the queen, when fhe arrived, infpi- 
red them with confidence, by reiterated marks 
of affection. She embraced them both, and 
feated herfelf at table between them. 

. © JT run no rifk,” faid fhe, “ in coming to 
fup with a mortal, the pupil of my much loved 
‘Benalab. I have contributed, my dear princefé, 
to procure you the beft of hufbands.’ Permit 
me at leaft. to partake of your felicity. “By ma- 
king you perceive the value of fo rare a benefit, 
I will continue to prote& you both by my coun- 
fels and power. Be not alarmed, therefore, Si- 
mouftapha, at the excefs of my § affection for you; 
it is innocent, and fhall never occafion you ei- 

cheese or Hise,ic ¢ if yore but return my 

; ~ love ; 
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love: Will you pardon him for‘it,. my dear fees 
tilfone ?” faid fhe, embracing him. 

© Tf my lover,” replied the' young and inge- 
nuous princefs, “did not love you, I fhould 
have reafori to doubt’ his‘affetion for miyfelf. 
Thave given him ‘my heart; he has therefore tivo 
to offer you for the goodnefs with which you, — 
joad us. "Your virtues and charms have’ made 
too lively an impreffion Hips me to refift 
them-” 

«You tranfcend what I expected,” replied 
the queen, “ charming princefs ! I feel a fatis- 
faction which nothing can augment but the 
fame acknowledgment that I etic from Si- 
mouftapha.” 

« Great queen! I can only exprefs the fenti- - 
ments with which I am animated, by devoting 
-myfelf to your pleafure.” | 

Setelpedour, content with thefe affurances of 
their affection, teftified her gratitude during 
the whole of the repaft. They now gave them- 
felves wholly up to the prefent pleafures, mu- 
fic, dancing, perfumes, liquors; nothing was 
fpared. But, ‘what is feldom the ae they 
fpoke fenfibly when all was over. 

« Dear prince,” faid the queen, “ upon the 
confent of the caliph, which T fhall foon ob- 
tain, your felicity appears to’ be complete. How- 
ever, without the greateft precaution on your 

part, 
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| “part; and the secaete-caslanienicie ‘it may be 


plafted’ in a moment. The enchanted box 
which Benalab fent you is coveted by. Mamouk; 
the curfed magician who formerly poffeffed it. 

It is impoffible for you always to carry this.trea- 
fure; but you got a ring from me which, you 
muft never part with, for, it will.warn yeu of 
the dangers to.which you will be expofed, and 
at the fame time it will come to your affiftance. 
That of the princefs will not fhew its properties 


-unlefs you be,threatened with death, or where 


its aid cannot’ be difpenfed with... Remember 
always to fhut your gate and windows again{t 
every thing that may come from Egypt.” Af 
ter this, fhe leaves the pair at liberty, embraces 
them, and difappears. 

The night paffes as the preceding; the days 


' fucceed without any thing remarkable. Jemal, 


attentive to his duty, is ever ready to fulfil the 
orders with which he is intrufted. The prin- 
cefs is every day tranfported to her lover; and 
every morning fhe is with the caliph. Every 
third day Simouftapha is carried up to Ginnif- 
tan, to do homage. to the Star of the Seven 
Seas: But, while his heart appeared to be ela- 
ted with fuch an agreeable enjoyment, that of 


- the Egyptian Mamouk breathed nothing but 


vengeance againit ‘the poffeffor of the wonger- 
ful box, which he is ambitious to recover. 
; es The 
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The hateful magician faw the ftar of Bena- 

lab grow dim; he followed it; it appeared ro 
more; it was a prefage of death. This wretch, 
who dreaded the power of the Perfian philofo- 
pher, might now with impunity recover a trea- 
fure of which the queen of the genii robbed 
him. He muft firkt, however, find out inte 
what hands the box has fallen, 
_ He avails himfelf of the firlt equinox, the 
only time favourable to the works of thofe who 
act in concert with fpirits. With his wand he 
makes a fquare, which. he afterwards divides by 
two triangles ; he calculates thefe different {pa- 
ces, which, by furnifhing him with the num- 
ber nine, afford him as many rooms to ftudy 
in, and to follow out the chain of events which 
he feeks.. He penetrates with a bright wax- 
candle into each of thefe dark rooms. ‘This 
baneful light fhowed him all the adventures of 
the fage Perfian and the Indian prince, from 
the moment. they embarked till. they arrived in 
Bagdad. He faw Benalab die, and_recognifed 
the magic box in the hands of Simouftapha. 

_ Naraes, Mamouk’s fon, as great a mifcreant 
as his father, affifts.. Both examine the mark 
~ of the box; it. appeared to be armed with fteel 
points, and a circle of fire was formed around 
it. The necromancers. were not in the leaft 
afraid ; the value of the treafure they were in 
; —. queft 


~ 
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~ queft of blinded’ them. ‘The’ father digged a 
ditch imhis garden at the bottom of an ‘hillock 
from thisa fountain’ immediately fprings forth, 
which he points out to his fon;‘and’fays,’ ~~ 

_¢ Behold the’ faithful: image ‘of’ the’ events 
which await me: As long’as this {pring fhall’be 
clear, thou’ fhalt beat eafe on my account. If 
thou fee it grow muddy,’ fend me aid. If it be. 
tinged with blood, Tam dead. ‘Thou muft ther 
endeavour to revenge my death; thou muft try 
to recover Our “precious treafure; by attempting 
to find out the fivares that may have been laid for 
me, ‘and take’care to guard againft thofe which 
thall be prepared for thy{elf.” 

Mamouk at this inftant leaves his fon; and, 
in: order to conceal his fteps, he transforms 
_ himfelf into a cat: Already he had defcend- 
ed from“ Upper Egypt towards Arabia: ‘The 
ftar) which: fhone on Bega directs him 
thither. 

When Aurora had ancien td? the’return of 
the fun upon that part of the globe, he ftopped 
amid delicious gardens, continually fertilifed by 
the Ilfara andthe Aggiala, which from differ- 
ent directions wath the town of Bagdad. Here 
he chofean afylum among the'trees, whofe thick 
foliage was beft for'concealing the {neaking ap- 
pearance he had, affumed.’ He knew that be 
could: not procure admittance into the houfe of 

Vor. I. , I Simou- 
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Simouftapha, which was guarded by the genius 
of the box, under any form whatever. Wait- 
ing, however, till the fun had darted forth his 
rays, he meditates by what means he might 
feduce a perfon to ferve his purpofe. At that 
inftant he chanced to fee aman whom he pro- 
Lomein to: found. 
oA poor gardener, fatale ‘Alesiee: cultivated 
the garden where the magician had ftopped. 
Bent: under the. weight of his work, fatigue 
andheat! forced from him fome fighs. Ma- 
mouk thought that a man, who was thus in 
anifery, would grafp at any offer to alleviate his 
fufferings and poverty. The gardener fubfifted 
upon fome -bits of bread and of fruit which 
hie picked up... With thefe he filled a little 
bafket for ‘his’ wife and children; and, when 
night came, he returned to town with his fcan- 
_ ty ftock of provifion. o'*¢ Surely,” »faid Ma- 
mouk, © if this poor wretch has any place at 
all to lodge in, I will prevail upon him to fhare 
it with me; and I fhall be very aukward if I 
don’t make him the inftrument of my {chemes.” 
“At 'thefe words, having reaffumed his natural 
form, he hafted to make up to him. 
- Good evening, Abaire! faid. he, accofting 
him; it is not without trouble that you have — 
procured the fruits you carry, to your. family, — 
Ha! who are you, my good Sir, faidthe gare 
dener, — 
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D eivili farpritea to hear himfelf named. who 


fpeak to a poor man like me? ha 
- © T am a man,” replied Mamouk, « a 

know you as well as you do yourfelf; I could 
name every tree in your garden, and thofe too 


- which you take moft care of. I love the poor; 


and, when I am ona journey, I always lodge with 
them, perfuaded that I fhall want for nothing ; 
for I caufe every thing be brought to me; and I 
find nothing too good for myfelf, provided I 
can promife myfelf the happinefs of naan it 
_with them.” 

“ Alas!” faid Abaire, “ it would be too much 


" happinefs to flatter myfelf with receiving fuch 


a gueft as you ; but we have no bed for you.” 

_ © Here are ten pieces of gold,” replied the. 
magician, “ with which you may purchafe what 
is neceffary. I can conceive no greater enjoy- 
ment than that of doing good to the good 
when in need. There is a fecret in being hap- 


py, which I am not afraid of lofing. Luxury 


and opulence harden the heart of the rich; and, 
whilft the poor man eats his bread with the 
fweat of his brow, what a number of people in 
Bagdad whet their appetite with the choice 
and delicious ragouts of : aenereaes sige #—Do you 
know Simouftapha ?” 


~ Know him, Sir! Is there one poor man in ~ 


— ‘who does not know this generous and 
& oie come- 
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_ compaflionate man? We don’t live far from 
him; I go often, by my mazter’s orders, and 
fell him the moft beautiful fruits of our garden, 
and he always gives me fomething to myfelf.” 

During this converfation they arrived at the 
town; and Abaire conduéts his ‘gueft to his 
mean dwelling. Woman,” faid he, as he 
_ went in, “ I bring thee this good gentleman, — 
and you need not afk with what we are to en- 
tertain him ; here my hand is full of gold, and 
I am going to buy a fopha.” 

Mamouk entered a room, whofe whole fur- 
niture confifted of but two wooden chairs and 
a table; the wife and children were almoft na- 
ked; mifery was painted all around him; and, if 
he would have any thing proper, he muft in- 
creafe his prefents. 
| & Abaire,” faid he to him, I love to do 
good ; here are ten pieces more of gold, to get 
whatever is wanting. Confult your own decen- 
cy and my intereft for the future.” 

The. poor gardener thought that he was 
dreaming when he {aw fo much riches: Having 
thanked Providence and the great prophet, he 
goes out to make his bargains. 

_ The good woman began to give an appear- 
ance of. cleannefs to, her houfe. Let me do 
it,” faid Mamouk; this trouble is on my ac- 
count, and I wifh to affift you. In the mean 

time, 
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‘¢ime, go ‘od “buy clothes for sourfelt, your. 
hufband, and children; there are twenty fe- 
quins for that purpofe; they will not offend 
the eye by their luftre; and you mutt take care 
to tell nobody that -you got them from your 

~ gueft. IF it be difcovered, I muft immediately 

depart from your houfe:"What good I.can do 

-Jofes all its value in my eyes whenever I find 
that it is known. When your hufband fhall 
return, we will think about provifions.” 

The wife of Abaire went out, and promifed 
to herfelf; for the firft time, to keep a fecret in 
which fhe was fo deeply interefted.. As po- 
verty had too often put her to the blufh, fhe 
finds it difficult to conceal this bleffing. 

Both foon return; the gardener is not a little 
furprifed to find his houfe in a better condition, 
and his family fo well ‘clothed. The author of 
this happy change fits down to table with them, 
“and appears to enjoy, with every poflible degree 
of fatisfaction, the fruits of his beneficence. 
But, in fact, he enjoyed only the fuccefs of the 
firatagem, by which he blinded thefe unfufpect- 
ing creatures, whilft they viewed rh in the 
light of a beneficent being. as 

‘The hour of repofe was come. Abaire and 


his wife went to tafte its fweets; whilft the E- 
‘gyptian was devifing the means. of {natching off 


the treature which the Indian prince pofiefled, 
I 3 He 


- 


~ 


a 


102 ARABIAN TALES, 


He knew, for he had,feen it in the ninth room, 


drawn according to the rules of his art, that 
the prince enjoyed the favours of love every 
night in the arms of his beautiful fpoufe. What 
a favourable time for furprifing him! did not 
the genius of the box watch over. the happy 
pair ; did not the vigilance of the queen of the 
genii guard them alike from natural and mira- 
culous attacks. 

The magician, impatient to begin his work, 
could reft no longer in the houfe, but tranf- 
formed himfelf into a cat, and ran round the 


houfe of Simouftapha. The avenues are guard- - 


ed againft him; and, under whatever form he 
prefents -himfelf, inevitable death awaits him. 
Seized with terror, he returned to feek for quiet 
at the honfe of Abaire. 

The fole care of Mamouk is to win the cone 
fidence of the gardener to fuch a degree, that 
he may render him completely the inftrument 
of his infidious defigns. He therefore reaflu- 
med his human figure. 

Next morning he accompanied Abaire to the 
garden, and converfed with him about his art 3 
he inftruéted him in what he did not know; 
he partook of his frugal fare, and quenched his 


thirft from the fame fpring. “ You have a 


great many beautiful fruits,” faid he; « but, if 
this garden were your own, I would make fuch 
grow 


pat opel ell 
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grow in it as were never feen even at the ea. 
liph’s table.” 

_& Alas!” faid the gardener, “I have only 
two trees, an apple and a pear-tree, which came 
from the Indies. I planted them on a {mall 
fpot near my own houfe; but the foil did not 
appear to agree with them, for their fruit ne- 
ver ripened,” 

‘“¢ Be cautious and prudent,” replied Ma- 
mouk, ‘ don’t fpeak a word, and I fhall make 
your fortune; we fhall work together. Provi- 
ded your wife and children remain ignorant of 

the matter, your two trees fhall produce as 
good fruit as if they had remained in their na- 
tive foil, and had enjoyed the moft favourable 
elimate, But, as the leaft whifper may ruin 
every thing, we muft obferve the ftridteft fi- 
lence with refpect to what we are going to do 
~ together. In a few days you fhall gather from 
your pear-tree fruit whofe beauty talk: aftonifh 
you.” 

Abaire and Mamouk returned to the wedi 
where a good repaft-waited them. Thanks to 
the generous precautions of the magician, who 
likewife added to it whatever could tend to gain 
the hearts of his hofts! 

Next morning the Egyptian anticipated 
the dawn, and went to feek for the two 

trees which the gardener had mentioned. 
He 


* *hamee. 2 


tO4 ARABIAN TALES. 


He had only to open a door, which- ufher-’ 
ed him in to a fpot of ground about twenty- 
~ feet {quare. There the two plants’ languifhed, 
being deprived of the heat of the fun: The 
pear-tree, however, bore one blofiom. When 
Abaire rofe, he perceived the dcor open, faw 
the magician, and approached him. ‘ You fee: 
how the mofs hath confumed my poor trees.” 
* T rofe,” faid Mamouk, -“ in order to take it 
off them; but you fee that the fecond bark is 
green and in excellent condition; fhut the doors 
let us finith our work here whilft every body is 
afleep; I will fhow you a fine thing in a little. 
As this, however, is to make your fortune, 
you muft firft affure me of your obedience ; 
bind yourfelf to me by a folemn oath; fwear 
by the Koran, and upon my fabre, that you 
will be faithful in every trial, by repeating thefe 
words: ** Every thing that Mamouk will do 
* fhall be for the good of Abaire, and Abaire 

s will obey every command of Mamouk.” - 
The good gardener did not hefitate to enter 
into an engagement which appeared to be all 
in his own favour. Mamouk makes him bring 

a peg, three knots of cord, and two fpaces. 
The tools are brought: “ Take this cord,” 
faid Mamouk to him, “ tie one end of it to 
the tree, and the other to the peg; draw a 
Lae tgp ate : circle 
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circle, at the diftance of three feet from the 
tree, as exactly as you can, then loofe the cord 
from the tree, and we.will begin to dig within 
“the circle, until we fhall have reftored and gi-+ 
ven nourifhment to the roots. If we would 
fucceed, we muft work with method; and I 
tell you that this is an operation of geometry.” 
In a moment, the fmall fpace which fur- 
rounds the tree is cultivated. Was there a 
blofiom on your tree?” faid Mamouk.—* Yes, 
you are perfectly right,” anfwered the credu- 
lous gardener.— Nothing more lucky for us!” 
replied the magician; “ approach it, fpeak to 
it, flatter it! Every object in nature enjoys life 
and fenfe, although this does not always ap- 
pear: Say to it, * My good little bloffom, thou 
*¢ muft produce me a pear larger than any that 
grow in the Indies; I with it to be fuch that 
s¢ a man might conceal himfelf in it.” 

- Abaire fmiled innocently when he pronoun- 
ced thefe words. To effe& this, faid he to Ma- 
mouk, it onght to be like the dome of a mina- 
ret.—We need not trouble ourfelves about the 
likenefs, faid the magitian, we need only a pear 
to anfwer our purpofe. 

- When the operation was finifhed, our work- 
men fhut the door, of which Mamouk kept the 
key, and they both fet out for the garden, 

; WRe Abaire was to be employed during the 
day 3 
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day; the Egyptian takes part of the work; 
and accommodates himfelf to him in every re~ 
fpect.—Had a third perfon heard them, he 
would have thought them fimpletons. 

The pear-tree appeared to be entirely forgot : 
Honeft Abaire believed~it to be only a childith 
whim, and that by his complaifance he had 
gratified the humour of one whofe prefence and 
kindnefs relieved his’ family. 

Eight days pafs without Mamouk fhowing 
the leaft curiofity to fee the effect of what he 
had done. At length, on the ninth day, when 
Abaire was about to go to his bufinefs, as ufual, 
the Eyptian feeming quite ready to” go along 
with him, faid to him, “ Have you no defire 
to fee what is become of our fruit ?” 

“© JT have, if you think proper,” faid A- 
baire; © but Tam afraid that we fhall have 
loft our time in digging at the root of a tree 
‘which has been three times curfed. I treated it 
in quite a different manner formerly ; but it ne~ 
ver throve a whit the better for it. It is true, 
I did not know to flatter it; however, let us 
go in and fee.” 
~ One may naturally conjecture, that the good 
gardener, accuftomed to his ordinary work, and 
to regular productions, had no thought of find- 
ing fuch a phenomenon upon a branch where 
he had left nothing but a parched and lan= 

guifhing 
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- guifhing bloffom. What then muft_ have 
been his aftonifhment, when he faw, hanging 
in the fame place, a pear-of fuch a prodigious 
fize, that it was four times larger than any one of 

-the fame kind that had been ever feen. I could 
never have believed it, faid he in his furprife,; 
to whom fhall I fell this pear? If I carry it to 
the palace, the. officers of the caliph will give 
any thing for it, and will be proud to get it: If 
I fhow it to Simouftapha, he will fpare no price. 
** You are in the right,” faid Mamouk; “ he 
will pay you better than any body elfe; and be- 
fides, he will confider himfelf as much indebted 
to you. Take courage, my dear Abaire, your 
tree fhall forthwith flourifh like the-rofe-buth 
in May, and none but Simouftapha can pay you 
for thefe fruits. Go, put your pear upon a 
plate, and cover it witha linen cloth; you muft 
feize the moment when Simouftapha thall be 
before his shop, and you muft pafs before him as 
ufual. _ He will be curious to fee your fruits ; 
draw his attention to this pear till he defire 
and covet it, and you are certain of an exor- 
bitant price; but Itold you that I wifhed to en- 

_ ter into the pear ;.I with to do it ftill.” 

« Ah! certainly Idon’t oppofe it,” faid A- 
baire {miling; “ make yourfelf fo little that 
you can find room in it; you will have the ap-= 
pearance of a very fine kernel.” Do you with: 
me 
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me then. to become a deck in it "—« Yes, 
if it is pofible. ”« Order me to be it.’”— 
© Well! L order you to be it.” Pull out the 
ftalk then, in order to open the door tome.” ., 

Abaire being in good humour, withed to care 
ry on the joke, and made a {mall movement, 
as in order to pull away the ftalk of the fruit ; 
it fiuck, to..his. hand, and gave him great 


“ This is a {mall misfortune,” faid Mamouk; 
« for without this, I fhould have {topped at the 
door. Put the ftalk into its place again; goy. 
feek your plate, endeavour to make up to your 
man ;—the fruit will appear no lefs curious to 
him ;—it “has loft, nothing of either its fize or 

-tafte.—Next week we will,get better ones to eat.” 

‘The gardener having gone to feek the plate, 
returned, but did notfind Mamouk. He imagined 
that he had gone to fee the pear-tree, and hav- 
ing no need of him to help him in felling his 
fruit, he fets out without the leait uneafinefs 
for the houfe of Simouftaphd. 

-Mamouk abafed the fimplicity of Abaire com- 
pletely. This. impoftor, ftript of the half of his 
power, reduced.to a paflive condition by.a fu- 
perior power, has been forced to transform the 
ignorant gardener into a magician,‘ without his 
fulpecting it. He aflociated him with himfelf,and 
made him artfully command whatever it was his 

own 
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“own intereft to execute. Such are the dangers 
of ignorance ! By 

-. Searce had Abaire turned his back, in order 

to go and feek the plate, when the Egyptian, 

faithful to the command which he made be 

‘given to himfelf, diminifhes the fize of his body, 
andenters into the pear, that he may there aflume 
the form of a kernel. Were they to cut the 
pear without cutting the ftone, and efpecially, if 
they were to be charmed with the delicious tafte 

of the fruit, the wretch Mamouk would recover 
his lofs, and complete his vengeance. 

Hitherto every thing tended to favour the 
views of the cabalift: Simouftapha is at the 
gate when Abaire pafles, and makes him fhow 
his fruit. ‘The gardener faid that he was going 
to prefent it to the caliph himfelf, and that he 
would get two hundred fequins for it. Give it 
to me, faid Simouftapha, you fhall not have to 

“go far, here are two hundred fequins, and 
fifty more for the honour you do me in giving 
me the preference. : 

-. Abaire, elated with his good fortune, left 
both the plate and cleth, to embrace him to 
whom he was indebted for fo much money: He 
returns home with eagernefs, but does not find 
Mamouk.—He fuppofes him to be in the gar- 
den without the city; he runs to it, but dees 

, aot find him there; he fecks him every wheres 

/ Vou. I. . K and 
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and demands him from:the. ee rivers: 
and echoes in vain. ; 
During this fruitlefs fearch Simouftapha i impa- ‘ 
-tiently waited the hour when he fhould enjoy the — 
charms of the charming -Iifetilfone, and offer 
her'the moft beautiful fruit fhe> had ever feen 
vpon the earth. — : 
Night was come; the genius had done its du- 
ty; the happy pair are drefled in the prefents — 
of their charming protedtrefs; the clothes, the 
rings, the necklace, the diamond chain,. inter- — 
woven with the hair.—TIn fhort,. nothing is for- — 
“got. ; ; ; 
The myte eunuch prefents the beautiful fruit — 
which the: Indian prized fo much; Ilfetilfone © 
admires it, and finds that it has a moft exqui- — 
fite favour. They hear a little noife as they — 
cut the pear; a kernel efcapes from it, and leaps 
— the ground. } 
The fatal bit had already touched the lips of | 
the two lovers; Simouftapha cries aloud; the — 
ring having pricked him, occafions a violent — 
pain.—Ilfetilfone lets fall the bit which fhe — 
held ;: the prince makes. an effort to pull off her — 
finger the jewel which hurts her ; and this calls 4 
the genius, the flave of the ring. : 
It was of an ugly frightful f{hape ; the prin- 
cefs fainted when the faw it—What art thou? 


~~ 
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What do thou want with'me? faid Simoufta- 
phato it. Iam the flave of the ring which: 
‘my miftrefs gave thee, anfwered the phantom: ; 
T warn thee’ that thou art in’ the greateft dan- 
ger’; thy enemy is’ in the houfe; that fruit is 
poifoned ; I fly to the aid of the box; wwhen,it 
‘fhall be out of danger ¥ will return.» “Oe 
- Simouftapha and his flaves affifted the prin- 
_ cefs:  Jemal, during this time, fhut up: in the 
magic box, defended himfelf, as well.as he 
could, againit the attacks’ of his former matter, 
whofe power he dreaded. -Mamouk applied an 
inchanted ring to the lock of the cheft in which 
the box was {hut up; the lock opened, and, at 
the fame inflant, the genius who guarded .it 
fabftituted another in its place... This conflict 
was renewed fix times; and Jemal was at laft 
out to yield, whea the genius of the box.ar- 
. -Jafamous wretch ! faid he to*Mamouk, thou 
fhalt die” by no ‘hand bat mine. At the: fame 
time, he exhales up all the air in the room, and 
lifts his arm to ftrike the Egyptian; who-falls to 
the ground like one faffocated. Hevis immedi- 
ately caft- into chains; robbed: of his magic 
ring, his wand,’ his book of mchantments, and 
thrown upon the floor; fiript of his power, and 
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— After this vidtory, the genius of the ring: 
came to inform Simouftapha of the dangers to 
which he had been expofed by the ftratagem of 

Mamouk. “© Come,” faid he, “ view your e= 

nemy, ‘and difpofe of him, not according to the 

goodnefs of your heart, bat according to the 
badnefs of his.” ’ 
-Simouttapha followed the’ genius into the 
room, but Mamouk was gone.—Curfed magi~ 
cian | 1 inexhauftible’ in refources ! faid the ge-- 
nius, what force Hath enabled thee to efeape ? 

But thou waft bound and’ could’ft not get off, 

He advifes Simouftapha, therefore, to take the 

box, to-call Jemal, and to caufe them feek in 

concert the wretch who wifhed to eftape. ~ 
The two genii found him inthe garden, where: 
he was begun to rid himfelf of his irons. But, 
upon feeing his adverfaries, he plunges into the 
_ ganal : Immediately two banks are formed, which 
-fhut himup.’ Upon this he jerks into the air, like 

a drop of water; but he is conftrained to falk 
back into a bafon which they had made for him : 
He is now forced to evaporate into flame ; but a 
thick vapour, which ‘ifes'on every fide, thwarts: 
this fcheme. 

; From this mixture of elements, the lant ap= 
‘pears filled with quick burning lime, which they 
were afraid to approach : "Phe genius of the ring, 

throws Into two praee of the pear; in an 

inftant 


¥ 


— 
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$nftant they diffolve;, then the ‘genius, pes 


Sinvouftapha, fays to him, | 

Prince! pronounce fentence upon this wretch; 
we are ready to execute it: fay to him, 
_ > Infzinous magician! I fhut you up in your 
Works, and with your roi that. you may be 
punifhed by your wor 

Simouftapha petit the Siepleiie. —The 
thagician on a fudden became a fhapelefs mafs 
of marble, of the figure of a cat, refembling 


- thofe frightful ftatues which were feen among 


the idolatrous before the coming of the prophet. 

The genius carried out of the garden this 
horrid: image. 

Simouftapha returned to his fpoufe, who, al- 
though recovered from her firft fright, yet was 
not without alarm on his account. Upon feeing 
him, fhe recovered her fpirits, They enter to- 
gether into the clofet where the box was pla- 
ced 5 Simouftapha touches ity and Jemal ap- 


Sir, fays the genius, what do you want with 
your flave? I want you to relate to me all the 
particulars of the event which has juft now hap- 


pened. 
Tt places itfelf aftride upon the box, and 


"obeys the orders of Simouftapha: It deferibes 


the machinations, the journey, and the arrival 
of Mamouk the magician at Ropes ; it alfo 
K 3 relates 
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rélates ‘how he ‘deceived the gardener; how he 
lodged at ‘his houfe; his ‘transformations ; the 
inchintinent of the péar-tree ;-the manner in 
Which he’ introduced himfelf to Simouftaphay: 
WHo:tatried to itfelf the fruit in the kernel of 
which the traitor had’ con¢ealed himfelf 5 how. 
he'came out of it when the pear Was ‘cut. It 
defcribes its own conflict in the box; where it 
incéflantly oppofed'a freth touch to that which 
the magic ring of the Egyptian deftroyed. «- 

*“¥rom’ ‘this box, in which it was intrenched,. 
in otder’ “to defend it, it hadfeen the genius 
of the Hing conte to its‘affiftance. “It relates how 
the conjurer had beenthrown down, bound, ftript: 
of his magic; and ‘how: that the very inftant'the 
genius of the ring went out of the clofet, fpirits, 
fent front the lower Egypt to aid» Mamouk, by. 
“his'fori Naraes; had come to” carry him fud- 
“denly off, and had put him in a condition to, 
make! the laf ‘confli@, in’ which he had: at, 
fenigth yielded.’ 

*Phefe explanations. sia obrediee part of 
the ‘night, ‘the two conforts /had fcarce time to 
“congratulate: themfelves on their - good Juck in 
“having efcaped fo many ftratagems, fuch dan- 
> gerous attacks, aid fuch well concerted fchemes. 
fifetiHfone is obliged to traft herfelf to the care 
“OF the ‘faithful’ Jemal, ‘and’ to return“to the ca- 
phi palace in her ufiial carriage. p; 
i eas 
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_ Simouftapha;, endeavoured ,to find, in, the 
bath that quiet. which, fuch perturbation. had 
caufed. him Jlofe. . He, afterwards made ready 
to fet out for Ginniftam.; He had recourfe to, 
the box, invoked the genius of it, fet,out, and 
arrived. in the prefence of the, queen of the ge- 
nii, to. whom, Bis: SDSS oh AH BRREN i 
deareré.: en) Piling. awo-en.eodrois! 
She comes iho, his prefencey, and tefiifies. to 
him, by. the tendereft,. careffes,, the ,warm, part 
fhe had, taken, on .account of his misfortune. 
She {pares the young prince’ the relation )of an 
adventure, of which fhe, knew. the..minuteft 
particular 5. but-the avails herfelf of this circum- 


_ ftance,jin order, to induce, him to. watch with 


care the ring and) the box,,, She .puts,him. on 
his. guurd.againg the attacks of ,the fon, of My 
mouk,..as dangerous as, his father... In vain,” 

faid the to.him,, “ fhall,I have my eyes always 
upon, you, .and..furround you by the powers 
which are fubject to me, if you. don’t endea- 


J hw Ae 


(My. affitance difplags: itfelf, ei by oi 
tural means; -take care. of: yourfelf;, put your- 


felf in.a condition that you may, turn. your vir- 
tues and wifdom to your, advantage, after the 


reamplerot: your, mafter, Benalab,” 


_ Let.us here finifh the falutary, pice Eo of the 
1 a the. warm. gratitude of Simouftapha. 
He 
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He took leave of the queen; the genius con- 
ducted him back to Bagdad, where political 

movements’ pave the way for more interefting 
events. 

‘The caliph, having foaraedl that the cityof Da- 
mufcus was befieged by two hundred thoufand 
infidels, caufed an order be iffued to’ all Mufful- 
mans to-take arms, and follow him, to give re= 
lief to this important place. 

Upon this Simouftapha feels a fentiment na- 

tural to great fouls: He is inflamed with zeal 
dnd courage for the zru¢ faith. The love of glo- 
ry, and the defire appearing worthy of his mif- 
trefs, makes him pant after the laurels, and trace . 
the footfteps of the commander of the faithful. 
He therefore calls Jéemal. 

7 You have juft now heard,” faid he to the 
genius, “ che proclamation of the caliph. 1 
with to fecond his views: Make them bring me 
a horfe immediatély, and armour fuitable to my 
rank and birth.” 

‘The genius cleaves the air, and informs Se- 
telpedour of the intention of the young prince ; 
the quéen applauds his purpofe, and withes to 
put the hero in a condition of attaining the 
greatnefs for which he is deftined. She alfo 
orders for him one of the moft beautiful horfes 
that can be found in any of the three Arabias. 

The 
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“The emiffaries make theif choice” at Sardie, 
an uninhabited diftriét, three days j journey from 
Damafcus, where the beft horfes are to be met. 
with: They find one to which no other could 
be compared. He was of the breed of Gelpha, 
which had mounted the great prophet, when,” 
after having erected his victorious ftandard 
on the towers of Medina, he over-ran Pale- 
ftine and the two Syrias, and foon made all: 
Afia bend under the ftrokes of his glorious 
feymitar, and the wife laws of the divine Ko- 
The nativity of the horfe deftined for Simou- 
ftapha, caft, at’ the very moment of his birth, 
by the wifeft aftrologers, prefaged that he was 
to ferve under the greateft prince in the world, 
and eftablifh- the happinef$. and duration of two 
powerful empires. 
' The difpofitions of this animal completely. 


‘juftified the decrees of his deftiny: Traétable, 


active, fpirited, capable of any fatigue, he was 
never the flave of his appetites ; he endured thirft 
and hunger without the leaft alteration on his 
vigorous conftitution; he could live without 
fleep, and feed on air. He added to thefe ex- 
cellent qualities thofe of the readieft obedience, 
the moft acute underftanding, and a firm at- 
tachment’ to his mafter: How many men were 
inferior to him ? : 

Setel- 
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Setelpedour withed to fee the horfe deftined 
for her favourite; the fteed neighed for joy that : 
he was going to make his appearance before the 
queen of the genii, and contribute to the glory 
of the hero whom fhe protected: He was in- 
troduced to Ginniftan; he excited the admira- 
tion of Setelpedour: A harnefs worthy of his 
beauty, but without any extraordinary fhow, is 
immediately provided: for him; he is loaded 
_ With the complete armour of the prince. The 
cuirafs, and the other neceflary pieces, are made _ 
of fteel-plates of Damafcus; the fcymitar is of 
a-temper which nothing can refift: All/his arms 
are of a fable hue. Simouftapha was waiting 
with impatience upon the terrace of his houfe 
for the return of Jemal, when he brought ‘i into 
the court the haughty fteed. 

At the fight of fo ies era a prefent, the 
young prince feeis himfelf penetrated with gra- 
titude, and filled with new ardour; he burns to” 
fignalife his courage; but love ftill throws ome’ 
_ obftacles in his way. 

- When the genius, favoured by the fhades of 
night, had carried Ifetilfone from the palace of 
the caliph, and united the two conforts ; when’ 
the beautiful princefs was informed of the de- 
figns of her lover, fhe loft the ufe of her fenfes ; 
fhe recovered only to abandon herfelf to more 
cruel defpair, and the night was {pent in tears. 

Although 
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Although the caliph had departed, Simoufta- 
pha, facrificing his glory to the tender concerns 


of love, left his fteed to champ the bit with im- 


patience ;. he. makes the air re-echo with his 
neighing ; Jemal can. hardly ; reftrain him; he 


_wifhes for the faddle and bridle ; and his foot . 


feems to ftrike the hours which onght to haye 
warned Simouftapha | of his departure. 

More than a day elapfed before Somat ks 
could tear himfelf from the arms of Ilfetilfone, 
whofe alarms he dreaded. Setelpedour faw his 
diftrefS, blufhed for his weaknefs; but, anxious 
for his glory, runs up to him. 

« You fail in your duty,” faid fhe to him; 
** you forfeit your glory and the fafety of the 
ftate in which you live; you languifh under a 


. fhameful weaknefs; depart inftantly; if you he- 


fitate a moment, I give you entirely up. My 
flave is ready to conduct you to Damafcus; I 
pall take care of your fpoufe; receive my blefs- 
ing.” 

Upon hearing this, Simouftapha recognifes 
his weaknefs, and blufhes on account of it; he 
falls at the knees of the fairy, and implores her 
pardon and proteétion. 

-He mounts his fteed, which, quick as lighten- 
ing, tranfports him to Damafcus ; and he is con- 
duéted by the genii the flaves of the fairy. Ha- 
ving reached an eminence, he gets a view of 

Biel the 
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the city. The infidels were affaulting it; the 
_ army of the ‘caliph had come to clofe quarters 
- with the enemy, and were labouring under a 
manifeft difadvantage: The two wings were 

broken, and had given way. 
_ The ftandard of Mahomet pointed out the 
place where Haroun Alrafchid fought. He was 
in the middle of his army; the infidels prefled 
hisbattalions; and, having almoftreached himfelf, 
this illuftrious fovereign was ready to fall a vic- 

tim to their fury. 
Swifter than lightening, Simouftapha is in the 
-midit of the carnage; every ftroke of his {cy- 
miter carries death along with it; every ftep of 
his; horfe tramples the infidels. In a moment 
he delivers his fovereign from the dangers that 
threatened him: His thundering voice ‘trikes 
_ terror into the enemy, but reanimates the 
drooping fpirits of the Muffulmans. They are 
all rallied under the ftandard of the facred pro- 
Phet, which Simouftapha had feized ; he waves 
it in the middle of the battalion which he had 
juft formed. At this fignal, the fouls of the 
warriors are infpired with freth confidence; the 
combat is renewed with more vigour; but death 
fhifts its ground; it feizes upon that of the in- 
fidels, and fpreads havock around. ‘The aF- 
. dour of his fteed carries him through all. the 
ranks in an inftant. He takes the command 
inte 
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into his. own hand; every one obeped: ‘The 
commanders and the foldiers- took him to be 
an angel from heaven fent to their relief; he. 
made part purfue the runaways, whilft he, with 
the reft of the army, advanced under the walls 


‘of Damafcus. _ 


: The ladders which had been prepared fe the 
aflault are deftroyed, the affailants are tumbled 
headlong from the walls, and "the gates of the 
city-are thrown open to its deliverer. 
Simouftapha marches in triumph at the head 
of the conquerors; the crowd, as he pafles, 
fall down to embrace his knees; and the pre- 
ferver of Damafcus receives the homage of a 
people in whofe behalf he had difplayed fo 
much valour. They advance towards the prin- 
cipal mofque, to thank Heaven and Mahomet 
for fuch a fignal deliverance. Haroun does not 
lofe fight of the object of his gratitude : Simou- 
ftapha, having pulled down his vifier, kept him- 
felf however near the caliph. When they ar- 
rived at the gate of the mofque, he alights, 
and approaches in a moft fuppliant manner to 
do homage to his fovercign, by affifting, him to 
difmount. E 
Haroun politely accepts the affiftance, at 
the young warrior ; but che .is, diftrefied to fee 


a, wound. on t the hand which. js, prefented to. 


him, aa ONS ee ah ae, Seas 
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Valiant hero, faid he to him, you are wound. 
ed ?—Great commander of the faithful, an- 


fwered the Indian prince, the wound is by no 


means dangerous, for I feel no inconvenience 
from it.—Noble warrior, the heat of the action, 
and your intrepid courage, have made you for- 
get it; but we fhall not enter the mofque with- 
out dreffing your wound. Your goodnefs af- 
feéts me much, exclaimed Simouftapha; the 
duties in which you are going to be engaged 
ought to precede thofe which concern only the 
mieaneft, but moft devoted of your fubjetts. 

The caliph was charmed with this token 
of fubmiffion: Brave Muffulman, faid he, ta- 
‘king a handkerchief, upon which his name was 
written in letters of gold, from his girdle, con- 

-defcend: at leaft to keep your hand from the air, 
by wrapping it up in this handkerchief, till we 
may have it in our power to give you other 
relief. , 

Simouftapha obeyed. They entered the 
mofque, which immediately re-echoed with 
the fongs and thankfgivings of all the people. 

_ After this the caliph goes to the palace that 
had been defigned for him during his ftay at 
Damafeus: Several officers, who had had the 
courage to keep aloof during the combat, be- 
came now jealous of their places, that they 
might spi ioc him in his triumph. Si 

mouftapha, 


] 
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-mouftapha, regardlefs of fuch frivolous prefer- 


ments, leaves them without being noticed, © 
mounts’ his horfe, and viper? on 2 fad- 
den. 

He had facrificed to glory whatever was pro- 
per; it is time now to alleviate the diftrefs of 
his miftrefs: His intelligent fteed appeared to 
partake of his impatience; he fearcely touches 
the road as he {cours over it ; and Simouftapha 
foon revifits the much longed for watch-towers 
of Bagdad. 

During his abfence, the beneficent queen cae : 
the genii would not fuffer Iifetilfone to a- 
bandon herfelf ‘to diftrefs. The firft night, 
therefore, that the prince departed, fhe or- 
dered the genius to convey to her the cas 
liph’s' daughter. What mu have been her a- 
ftonifhment when fhe awoke, to find herfelf in 
the arms of the queen, inftead of thofe of Bi 
mouftapha ? 

‘Don’t be difconcerted, faid Sttelpadaar to 
her, embracing her tenderly, your hufband 
muft attend to his duty under the colours of 
the caliph. Your’ happinefs depends, . more 
than you imagine, upon thé fervice which he 
has it in his power to do him ; it is not a fruit- 
lefs glory which he afpires at. I fhall watch 
over his fafety as well as I can; and I would 
fight Bas his fide were I allowed; but I am 

: L 2 fubject 


/ 
/ 
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‘fubject to a different law: | It is'diftreffing for mie 
that the merit’ of Simouftapha ‘hath infpired me 
with love} and''that my partiality towards him 
hath made’ the malevolent fpirits of my empire 
peBel?"f have” already punithed ‘them; and I 
ain determined to put them all amine as 
we have ftill more ‘dangers to encountér.. ” - 
Be of good’chear, ‘amiable princefS, ‘affift me 
in’ procuring happinefs’to’ him whom;we love 
tore thai life itfelf, by not multiplying the 
caufes of ‘his difquiet ! Reproach him not for a 
feparation, which his ‘glory and your common 
intereft rendered neceflary. You fhall fee him 
again in®& fhort time; troft yourfelf to the 
‘ wifdom and the care of the queen of the genii. 
* Tfetilfone’ was’ comforted, ‘and immediately 
carried batk'to the ‘palace of her father. 

~ Whilft the ‘commander of the faithful is re- 


pairing in ‘proceffion to the palace deftined for 


‘him ‘at Damafcus, he looks around’ to ‘difcover 
the héro’to whom hé owes his fafety, that of 
his army, the relief of Damafcus, and complete 
widtorys He does not pérceive' him’: He’ orders 
. ‘him to be fought for every where? Inquiries 

are’ fruitlef$.’° He makes ‘his “herdlds ‘at’ arms 
"proclaim it both’ within and ‘without the city, 
but without’ faccefs) The warrior had difap- 
; ‘peared’ oy a! feed 5 “he ~piate ‘not te the 
hid th Old Spa IGE Boge tt bi yiGer 
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witier of his helmet, ) therefore every thing re- 


mains unknown with regard tohim.. ;, 

The people perfift in believing. that are 
had fent an angel to their relief; but the blood 
which Haroun had feen flowing was that of a 
human being; the handkerchief which he had 
given him was ftained with it. 

The commander of the faithful, in diftrefs, 
becaufe it was not in his power to teftify his 
gratitude to his benefactor, and informed that 
the Infidels who had efcaped the flaughter were 
embarked, provides for the future fecurity of 
Damafcus, and returns to Bagdad at the head 
of twelve thoufand knights, after having dif- 
banded his army. 

Already had Simouftapha enjoyed. the plea- 
fure of revifiting his affeCtionate fpoufe, and of 
thanking their amiable proteftrefs. Spending 
the days with the one, and the nights with the 
ether, he was as happy as a mortal could be. 


~ He informed his dear Ilfetilfone of every par- 
ticular of his military atchievements; and they 


were {till more interefting to this amiable. prin- 
cefg, in» proportion as they had contributed to 
the glory of the caliph. She took the hand-. 
kerchief in which the hand of her lover was” 
wrapped, and bedewed every now and then 
with her tears the charaéters which exhibited 
to her the name of her father, and the ftains 

L 3 of 
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“of the Blood’ that ‘had“been ‘thed i his defeticé. 
<< Twill keep this handketchief,”: faid the; «i 
“will always\‘call toMy réthembrancé that mo- 
“herit’ When tHe « object ‘OF iss tendernefs was 
“faved by ‘that ofimyp loved! ee oe 
En" thé “Mean while the ¢aliph’ arrives; amid 
the! acclarations of the! inhabitants df Bagdad ; 
triitifiphal arthes “are‘ raifed to his rerown; he 


“finds ah adeqtfate’compenfation for ‘his labours, . 
, in the affeftion of his fubjeéts, and the tender- 
“nef ‘oF “his family: » Zobeida and ‘her daughter 


“démoiiftraté théir’ tran{ports ‘of joy’ by' the moft 
‘WWely careffes's but'the ¢aliph, wearied with fo 
“many honours, thinks of nothing but the ftran- 
“ger Warrior, ‘who had denied him’ the’ pleafure 
‘of rewarding him. “ He*received’ from me ‘no- 
‘thitiy’but’a’ Hrindkerchier to ‘cover’ his wound,” 
faid'the monarch 5 © itis’ the only favour’ he 


“Nvould ac¢ept } but Ihave’ promiifed ‘ten ‘thou- 
“fand -fequins to that perfon “who fhall: infory 
“ye Of his | namié,” his’ condition,’ “and* whi &3 
“He lives $F thal reward “him who faved the 


“feandard ‘OF the hély prophet’ from the “hands 
of the Infidels, who~dclivered’ my ‘people, 


“and to whont T owe: my life andy crown. Tt 
“Gs in Wain that he denies’ himfelf’ the honours 


that are due to hin} I will ‘celebrate a” feitival 
“it ‘His hott) whieh? fall bring’“all Damaf- 


Bind to" Bagdad to AWwitnefs’ his extraordinary wa 


lour. 
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Jour.’ I cannot ‘reprefent the features.of his — 
‘face accurately, .as he snever lifted. the vifier of 
“his helmet 5 but I will reprefent his.armows;,,of 
which I have a diftin& idea, :and his fteed full 
of fire. Sure there«will,not_be a, Muffglman in 

“my empire who’ will mot; be,eager to witnefs the 

- celebration. of the, feftival;, in honour of -the 

“hero of the: fable arms ;.and. he fhall not be 
“long unknown to thofewho fhall be prefent at 
the warlike-folemnity.” |. 

- Tifetilfone was delighted ‘with slese encomiums 
‘lavifhéd upon: Her lover, and the enthufiafin of 
‘the caliph. How cften had. the almoft;.been 
“tempted to’ fay,. “1 -know him, the hero of 
‘the fable arms,! the COnERETO of the Infidels, 
vand alfo my conqueror;”: 

The orders of Haroun are paacttat:: The fef- 
tivals held for the relief of Damafcus continued 
thirty days; the two laftjof  thefe are fet apart 
‘for a military reprefentation, of the, exploits, of 

~ the: knight of the fable; arms... Thefesfeftivals 
accomplithed the.views,of the; caliph. by. means 
“quite, vunconnected with thofe. which ; this, mo- 

“march had thoughtyof. -, Seah dF 5,84 
+ Thelaft day of the fehtivah, when Zpbeida y was 
‘upon.thebalcony with her daughter, a coup de /o- 
-kil feruck the, young; princefs ; the uttered a 
loud ifhriek, and fell:upon the bofom of her mo- 
ther. ; ee was. affording» relief to her 
an 
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daughter, fhe perceived fymptoms which could 
not be mfiftaken; her bofom difcovered the ef- 
feéts of a conjugal union: Alarmed with this fur- 
prifing difcovery, fhe runs inftantly.to the ca- 
liph, to inform him of fo important a fecret: It 
was not. by conjectures that fhe formed her con- 
clufion; complete certainty convinced her of it: 
They go together into the apartment of Iifetil- 
fone, to draw from her a confeffion which con- 
cerned their glory and their repofe. 
- For feveral months,” fays the princefs, “ I 
have been carried off every night, without per- 
ceiving it; 1 am tranfported through the air, and 
conveyed into a chamber magnificently furnith- 
ed, and find myfelf in the arms of a man who 
is unknown to me; but who, I confefs, has in- 
fpired. me with the moft tender paffion.” _ 
From this recital of his daughter, the caliph 
éafily judged that fome miraculous inchantment 
hiad feduced her, and thought it unreafonable 
to reproach her for a fault, which, from its na- 
ture, feemed to. be excufeable. 

Madam, fays he to Zobeida, it appears that ; a> 
genius is enamoured of our daughter ;. our op- 
pofition would only irritate it ; we muft recom- 
‘mend her, as well as ourfelves, to the protec- 
tion of the holy prophet. ‘Saying this, he em- 
braces his daughter, as ufual, and leaves her to 
that repofe which fhe ftood fo much in need of. » 

Zobeida 





—— 


J 
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--Zobeida imitates the wife ‘cénduct‘of Her Wah 


band. ree en Peer eee. a7 : nests fitter oth ic ft 
““THetilfone’ Hatters Kerfelf that the Wat be able 


‘to inform her ‘lover the’ following hight, that he 


thay také clré to bring the handkerchief, dnd’ 
make knowin in the palace the knight of the fa- 
ble arms: ‘He niuft dirive’ therewith his ipl 
rited fteed, and all his accoutrements’ 6f war. 

"The ‘caliph ‘affembles his privy council, the 
members of whieh were Giafar and Mefrour. 
Giafar ‘tetéives ‘the information with aftonifh- 
ment : Mefrour’is lefs furprifed ; he had, fora 
long time,’ perceived that it was impoflible ‘te 
awake the ‘guard which was flationed at the a- 


partment of the princefs. 


‘What method {hall we fall upon, fays the ca- 
liph, to find out and furprife the inchanter'of my~ 
daughter ? every niglit the is lifted up in the'air. 
Thave a little device in my head, fays Mefrour,' 


which we tay make uf of iimediately: Thavea’ 
‘phofphoric fubftaricé which I received from’an a-'~ 


firologer; it is compofed ofan oil extracted from 


‘an animal called a Bafilifk : Whenever it is in'the 


open air and in motion it flames without burning. 
I am going to pour fome dropsof! it-wpon the 


coverlet of the princefs;:it will dry inftantly, and 


retain ‘no fimell » As foon’as: they are in the c- 
pen air. they: will epee oyega7ss eee which 
te * 7 "halsara mi Dootl sii dsithe Stoo crwil 
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will ferve to conduét the perfons who are to 
follow her into the houfe of the feducer. ~ 
The caliph approves the fcheme: Mefrour 
goes to put it in execution; and Giafar warns 
the judge of the police, who was to follow 
the meteor wherever it went, and get the houfe 
inftantly furrounded. Five hundred men are 
immediately appointed to run after the new 
conftellation which was to appear that night ; 
but the fecret remains between the caliph and 
his counfellors. ; 
Night came; the genius not having caft 
its eyes upon the earth, was ignorant of what 
was doing there, and obeyed, as ufual, the or- 
ders of Simouftapha, and went to carry off the 
princefs.. 
‘Scarce had it got above the palace, when the 
phofphoric fubftance fhone’ with all its luftre ; 
the guards from every quarter purfue it; the 
‘genius had good eyes, but it did not fee every 
thing. It carried its charming load into the a- 
‘partment of the Indian princé, illuminated with 
a hundred wax candles. The light of the phof- 
phoric fubftance difappeared entirely ; and the 
guards, rufhing in an inftant from every part of 
the town, furround the houfe of Simouftapha. 
_ ‘Phe young prince heard the noife, rubbed his 
-ring, examined the box; the two genii appear- 
ed, They were ordered to obferve what pa 
fed; 
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fed; and, above all, to defend the houfe againft 
the danger with which it was threatened. Ina 
moment they converted both the ns and 


- windows into a folid wall. 


The judge of the police caufed cuike the © 
neighbours, to afk them where the door,of Si- 
mouftapha’s houfe was.; ‘The good people rub- 
bed their eyes, but could not find it 5. they light- 
ed feveral flambeaux, but all to no purpofe. 
The judge became quite impatient. Giafar and 
Mefrour arrived ; and, ever fince the latter had 
difcovered the fecret of the Bafilifk oil, he ima- 
gined his invention to be adequate to.any thing. 
As he finds no door, therefore, he caufes 
mount the terrace with ladders; the houfe is 
furrounded in an inftant; and there is nothing 
wanted but batteriug-rams, hooks, and teftu- 
does, to make a complete fiege. Forty ladders 
are made, each feveral feet higher than the 
houfe ; every one ftrives to get the ftart of a- 
nother, allured by the hope of plunder; but, 
the more hafte the befiegers make, the worfe 
they fucceed ;, the ladders fink into,the earth, 
in proportion.as they mount the fteps, till they 
difappear altogether. 

« Ceafe then to kick about,” exclaimed the 
judge of the police; *‘ are you afraid? Mount 
then.”—Let us exert our whole ftrength upon 
it, faid fome of them; and indeed they were 

over= 
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retwbchns! with fatigue, 1 without being ab 


(6oget' an inch from the ground. The judge, 


‘this patiente’ ‘being’ worn out, alig hts from his 


“horfe, ‘and urgds thé affailas its Wi with “great keen. 


pee" "4 Mount, therefore, “q juicer. i By 
aMahém &nount it Yyourfelf, Pian they tc to the 
judge, “ for the ladders are bewitched | eid... 
“oThe judge having loft bis’ “patience, ‘mounts 
“the: ladder in‘his' robe. “He withes ‘to take'two 
“fiépS-At ‘Ghee, that he? may mount quicker ; ‘but, 
ag the ladder fink’ ir in proportion as he ‘attempts 
“tomotint, “he lofes his balahec, aiid i is entangled 
with Bis ropes tt OUR 
» JA general Taugh followed this per 
“hl. “Notwithftanding | this, the night” was 
‘fpent-in redoubkHg ° the ufelefs efforts of this 
ridiculous affault 5” 3 in which, ‘although - they 
“came never a-whit nearér their purpofe, they 
flattered’ themfelves that every moment their 
labours would be crowned with fuccefs. Every 
“thing was in an uproar in’ the ftreets of Bag- 
~dad 5. and, ‘as’ the: people were ‘not let into the 
fecret ofthe» matter, they” imagined’ that’ the 
feftival: of ithe’ ‘knight ‘with the fable arms 
{till continued, and that the fiege of Damafcus 
"was reprefented by the burlefque fcalade ‘which 
“was going on at the houfe of Simouftapha. 
.. Haroun expected the viétim every moment, 
es shad réfolved to.facrifice him, y without giving 
him 
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thim timé to fpeak: One may eafily imagine 
what was his impatience; the tumour and the 
noife brought to his ears reports always more 
ridiculous and exaggerated; his uneafinefs ¢- 
qualled the defire of vengeance which he had 
formed. 

On the contrary, the inner part of Simou- 
ftapha’s houfe. was fo quiet that you could ° 
have heard the motion of a fly. As foon as 
the genii perceived the ftratagem of Mefrour 
to difcover the route of the princefs, they took 
the neceflary precautions to fhelter the houfe 
againft the firft furprife, and immediately con- 
veyed Ilfetilfone into the palace of the caliph in 
the midft of a fog, which intercepted the effect 
of the phofphorus. The cloud of vapour 
refted upon the palace; the affailants become 
ftupid; and the caliph himfelf is deprived of his 
ufual attivity. 
+ "The Indian prince confults the genius of the 
box, and of the ring, upon the means of protecs 
tion for next day; and quietly gives himfelf up to 
fweet repofe, under the immediate proteétion of 
the Star of the Seven Seas. 

‘ "The day at laft appears: Simouftapha repairs 

to the terrace of his houfe to enjoy the mor- 
ning fun; he defcries Giafar and Mefrour in the 
crowd; he calls them, and addrefles the lat- 
ter. 

Vo... M ‘© Sublime 
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“ Sublime minifter!” fays:he, “ why do you 
furround the houfe of a Muffulman, devoted 
to the will of the commander of the> faith- 
fal? I-charge’ you 'to'tell him, that if he withes 
to have pofleffion of myperfon, he:mutt raife 
this fiege 5 Iwill then! deliver: ae into. his | 
hands.” » 

“0Mefrour repairs to the ileal wks advites 
the“ealipli to acceptia condition: which: would 
put/thecinchanter in'his power Orders are 
iffwed sto:'the jadge:of the police,- who retires 
immediately with all his people; and» the fea- 
ling ladders, thrown down, are left at si bot- 
tom ofthe wall. 60005) os perl a: 
_. When all the paffages are viedo Sitnonftaplia 
goes out by one of the doors, which broke open 
immediately, and proceeds, without: betraying 
the leaft fymptom of fear, neake the: “sane: of 
the caliph. 
‘Haroun is’ furprifed at the audacity of the 
sihagitin 9H does not wifh to fee him, but 
_ orders him to be beheaded in the; middle» of 
the firft court ofthe palace; im prefence of all 
. the ‘people who fhould be aflembled theres 
The inner guard feizes the Indian prince, who 
prefents his ‘hands to'the irons with which he 
was to be loaded; the executioner lays hold of 
him, and takes off his turban, in order to bind 
ind the 
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‘the fatal veilyupon: his eyes: the Lajdicetchtick 


of the caliph is under the.turban.'- At ttn 

« Giafar and Mefrour: inftantly. . recollea; i 16.5 
she people who had feenthemodel. at ‘the 
mock feftival exclaimed,  Seenthe -handker- 
chief of the knight: of the fable arms !”,.A cir- 
cumftance ftill more fingular folicits the atten+ 
tion of the grand ‘vizir 3) Simouitapha had. upon. 
his head: a fillet fet'with precious ftones, and a 
magnificent diamond which he bad got from 
the »caliphi—Giafar» pronounced with .a‘ loud 
woice the words which were engraved upon the 
fillet;.** Given by the caliph Haroun Alrafehid 


‘to his nephew Simouftapha, fon, of the mans 


“king of the Indies.” 

oA confufed noife was heard from every quar- 
ters: “Jt isthe fon of the king of the Indies,” 
they exclaimed; ‘it is the prince. Simouita- 
wit p 

- In- the mean time, Mefrour had pve the 


hatidleerchief to the.caliph:,.§* Who has de- 


livered to. you that handkerchief ?”. fays the fo- 
vertign eagerly. — It, was on the, head of the 
man whom you have condemned,”—* Are my 
orders executed ?’”-—“ No, Sire;.I come to re 
ecive them.”—“ Fly, run, Mefrour; preferve 
the life of the generous.warrior who faved mine. 
prrrsuioctan him to. ame??,, Retest cake 

is me Ee i Giafar 
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Giafar had anticipated his orders; the furs. 
prife and the cries of the people had induced 
him to bring Simouftapha into the prefence of 
the, caliph; The (prince arrived at the foot of 
the throne.and the firft object which | ftruck 
the commander. of the faithful was the dia- 
mond which had formerly. been fent to the 
great king of the Indies. 

« What!” faid he to Simouftapha, “ are iden 
the fon of my brother the. lsing of the Indies?” 

aad You fee it, to, be the cafe,’ moft glorious 
caliph 1”. 1766 And are you the warriot to whom 
1 owe my honour and my life.” Behold the 
wound I received. before Damafcus, and which 
was the occafion. of your, beftowing upon mé 
~ fach tokens of friend{hip.”——“ And are you al- 
fo the admirer of my daughter Ufetilfone ??— 
“You fee her flave and your’s.” : 

“ May a thoufand thanks be rendered to the 
great prophet !” exclaimed the caliph, «Is it 
you then, Simouftapha, whom I have cherifhs 
ed from your infancy,-and to whom I have de- 
ftined the hand, of my daughter? Yourcould 
haye had no riyal but the khight. of the fable 
arms, and you are that fame knight, whoi¢ 
fervices T never thought that I could have fuf- 
ficiently rewarded with the hand of Ifetilfone, 
and, the richeft crown of the eaft! I holdin 

a, arms the abject of. my; gratitnde, and. that 

of 
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of my love: Ah! why ‘conceal yourfelF from 
me under the appearance of'a cook ? © ae ae 
_ © Moft ilaitrious commander of the faithful,” 
replied Simnouftapha, « the divine chatms of Tl- 
fetilfone early made a lively impreffion’ "oe my 
foul : Searcely was fhe animated’ with ‘the fir 
breath of life, when’ I felt myfelf inflained 
with love; the defire of poffeffing her 't ‘bore abe 
folute - {way in’ my heart. “A fage Perfian, of 
whom I ‘was the pupil, pointed out to me the 
foad to happimefs; and propofed that I fhould go 
to Bagdad, and there breathe the only air which 
would agree with my health, which declined 
every day. As my-father put the moft com- 
pléte confidence’ in him, “he eafily obtained his 
confent,’ by concealing ‘from him the’ true mo- 
‘tive of ‘an ‘abferice upon which my repofe and 
felicity depended. 'Thanks to ‘his contrivance, 
the fon of a great king of the Indies fixed 
himfelf «in a fituation to which he .owed the 
pleafure of feeing and neon a pide her whom. 
he adored. 
- “Death foon depitecir’ me of that wife gover- 
nour, but it could not rob me of the fecrets with. 
which he intrafted me: Young, the dupe of my 
paffion, inexperienced, I fell’a victim to love.— 
If this “offend you, and wound the too fen- 
fible heart of a father, my head is at your feet, 
pels alone; but I implore your paternal 
M 3 affetion 
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__ affeétion for the innocent princefs, whofe whole’ 
fault confifts in her love'for'Sihiouftapha.” to 
‘The ‘caliphj: moved withifuch ‘am affecting 

atknowledgment,»' tenderly difts;'up:'the young 

prince, and having embraced him afrefh, “Come,’ 
my dear fon! faid ‘he«to “him, let: us: diffipate 
the grief: you “have occationed 5. letyour pre= 
fence idifpelthe clouds ‘which. have raifed:im= 
proper fufpicions’ in the! pare the! molt. - 
fettionate of smothers:?):)iiw onob ») enition be 

» Zobeida-was>alone ' vith Nee daughter, ands 

was demanding from her an explanation’ of; 

the conduét-of) the sold governefs,*at the very 

moment when the Indian prince entered to dif 
fufe:joyoand delight. -Simouftapha, with! the‘ 
royal fillet on histhead,and difplaying the brilliant’ 
taflél with which it isornamented, wasintroduced 
to 'the wife of the caliphand her daughter.—« 

Receive) from the handsof the great pros! 

phet and mime,” »faid their fovereign, * you, \a 

- fon-in-law, and you; a -hufbands This is Simou-« 

ftapha, the fon of the great king of the Indies: 

theomoft:ancient, the moft powerful,: and the 
moit faithful of omy ‘allies.”” ‘Then addreflings 
~ himfelfto ‘his attendants.:: Get the. cadi: and 
the mufti:inftantly :—Open the mofqués :—Lets 
all my people ‘celebrate’ this joyful feftival -—~ 
Let'the» poor receive’ my alms::+—Let,all Bags 
pa0 ipgema of the: joy:of:the fovereign ; andr 
onael let 
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let it diffufe itfelf into the moft remote quarters 
of my ‘empire: Behold my deliverer! :my fon! 
inlaw, and the proteétor ofthe ftandard of fe- 
ligion! » The duty of gratitude scaesptalhitiang 
law ** 41 | nooprin aneved bre 531 

 Iifetilone and her hufband i Voepihs ik the 
moft beautiful apartment of the palace ; ‘she par= 
takes of the labours and the amufements of: the! 
caliph 5.:fits« at’ hiseright! hand: inothe divan 3 
and nothing is done without his advice. An un- 
limited:confidence’ eftablifhes) between ee a 
eee intimacy. © > 

~The caliph. did not fail. to si cer himfelf of 
all the extraordinary means ufed. by his ‘fon-in« 
law for the fuccefs of his withes.. Simouftapha: 
owns ‘his -fupernatural protection ;! he tells him 
of the queensof the genii,.of the: powers. that: 
were inclofed ia the box and im the ring ; but: 
he-conceals the complaifance of, Namouna;»and 
the part the had. aéted. in: the ‘iiitrigue.... It.is 
itil Ss hi 
duct. G.- git THT nel Ft 
sikauani): already familiavifed: to ielbalicail 

adventures, ‘eafily believed »Simouftapha:' He 
did not blame him for availing himfelf of -ma+ 
gic,| the ftudy: of. which’ he: hadcencouraged in: 
his-court:: He found fault with him, however, for. 
having negle&ed to inform the king of the Indies’ 
ofthe: foptune:¢f) his'onky fou: * of His: inquie~ 

ts} mde,” 
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tude,” anfivered: the prince,“ muft be very 
much alleviated ‘by looking‘ upon the: rofe- 
bufh avhich niy tutor Benalab' deft in the gar= 
den of the palace: It gives a daily account of 
my adventures, fortunate or not; and, fince E 
have had the ‘good fortune: to be. loaded with 
the favours of the greateft fovereign upon earth, 
the bufh muft.this day fhow him ‘that I have 
attained the fummit of profperity.. +> =) > 

‘Simouftapha’ thought very juftly in this res 
fpett.? ‘The kiug and queen of the Indies con+ 
templated the rofe-buth every day; it only caft 
off the flowers with which it was loaded, to give 
way to more beautiful ones; and thus they con- 
foled themfelves during the abfence ‘of their 
fon, convinced that nothing bad had befallen 
him. ‘This-day they were very agreeably fur- 
prifed; they'faw a blofiom of a rofe, already 
blown, expand fill more frefh and. brilliant: 
This phenosifnion appeared. to them quite ex- 
traordinary, but it wonld have been neceflary. 
for them to have been at Bagdad, in order to 
find‘out the meaning of its) 

‘Tifetilfone had juft’ given birth to a young 
prince; Sinouftapha, Haroun, and Zobeida 
were full’ of joy; all the faithful Muflulmans 
célebrate with feftivals’ this’ happy event. The 
ealiph named: the child Haroun-Ben-Alrafchid. 

gietts see a, 5 : The 


ee ae | 


ie ada es gent idea nas Wt 
and endowed him with her art... .In the ni€ati- 
while, the commander of the faithful. and his: 
fon-in-law implored what was more. snegnd for 
him in the. great mofque at Bagdad, ° seas 

Every thing prefaged to the family of the cas 
liph an uninterrupted ‘courfe of profperity 5 but: 
a cloud gathered againft.it. in Egypt. Naraes, 
the fon of Mamouk. the. magician, attentive to 
the fauintain which was torregulate his proceed- 
ings, perceived its water troubled : He fent two 
fpirits to. the affiftanee of his father; but the 
water is foon tinged with blood; he faw that 
his power had. been inefiectual, that Mamouk 
was dead ; he, therefore, breathes nothing but 
vengeance. _ The laft chamber, by his. magic 
- wand, had pointed to him all the adventures of 
 Mamouk at the houfe of Simouftapha ; He fur- 
nifhes himfelf with every thing that he imagines 
can cdntribute to his fuccefs, and fets out for 
Bagdad, It is no longer into the houfe of a 
_ ‘private perfon that he muft introduce ~him- 
felf; it isinto the palace ef the caliph. . Na- 
racs, it is true, has.a great advantage over. 
his father : He is powerful and aétive, he has 
no need to have 'recourfe to fo many wiles, in 
arder to. aflociate another with him, for the 
fir ee ‘comes can anfiwer his purpofe,. 


_ Naraes, 
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_ Naraes, after) much’ fatiguey and many by=- 
toads, (arrives, like his father,rat the: Ilfara ‘and 
the Aggiala.,Here a poor fifhersman, who has 
taken nothing with. his»netiduring:the whole 
day, is, bemoaning his bad lick: How: fhalb he 
beable to.maintain-his family?) (9 9 
_ The, magician, who had alreatly difcovered 
the caufe of ‘his grief, accofts him, and puts-a 
piece. of gold into his hand: Confole yourfelf, 
good man,” faid he to him, “I fympathife with 
you, in feeing you labour without fuccefs; but 
you don’t know the proper bait: Quit your net, 
take a line, and, at the diftance of ’a few paces 
from hence, you will find, under a rock, a fith 
of a fingular fpecies: I am going to collect a 
little earth, of which I will: make a: bally and’ 
bedew. it: with a Strange fort of ;water. With 
this charm: you mnuft Jet your ‘line fall from the 
top of the rock, and, by having a little patience, 
you will, catch a beautiful fifhe This uncom~ 
mon fifth appears now and then in thefe rivers; 
and: this-is the feafon of itt It is called Sul 
tam Hibraim, from the name: of the patriarch 
who preferved: its! fpeciess« After you ‘fhall — 
have taken. ity: you mutt not-carry it to the ca- 
liph 5: this fovereign ‘contents himfelf, upon the 
whole, with too: frugal fare; “but take my ad~ 
vice, and fellhit to:the prince Simouftapha, who 
will give you what you’afk’ for it: I have not: 
red time 
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onal piekeint’ to witnefs your furecets 3 
1 muft return tomy warehoufe, Tam’ the’ firlt 
dealer in china;:.as you enter’ at the’right ‘hand 
by the great gate of the Kan; come to’ me to- 
morrow morning, I will give you one or two 
bottles full of my water; and we fhall perhaps 
fpend the day i in fithing? “He! now gives him 
another piece of gold’: Here, this will com- 
penfate for the time that I may have made you 
lofe; or it will ferve for an ‘earneft in what I 
fhall employ you" to-morrow.” ‘He now leaves 
the: fifherman, : who: had: already ftruck . the 
rock, and who patiently waits for what Naraes 


_ had promifed. 


» Simiouftapha: and Ifetilfone never dreamed 
that a dangerous ftratagem was going on againft 
them at the river.»- They had, with the ‘con- 
fent of the caliph, been: paying ‘a vifit’ to the 
amiable fovereign of the genii, who had loaded 
them with. kindnefs. | Ifetilfone had. obferved 
in. the palace of the queen of the fairies a bird 
diftinguifhed for its brilliant) and variegated: 
plumage: It had. been created in order to inha~ 
bit the terreftrial. paradife;) but, having refufed’ 
homage to Solemon, that it «might pay it to 
Kokopilefobe, | it was banifhed to Ginniftan : 
Familiar, confident, full of charms, this beau~ 
tiful bird remembered ythe:paft, gueffed at the 
prefent, and forefaw the future. It fpoke little} 

"but 
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bat whiat it faid was very well  papipanesi by 
thofe who had ‘been accuftomed to/hear it. 

“The'beautifal: princefs-of “the Indies ne 
vety™*forid Of this” bird 5” ‘Setelpedour ‘eager 
cinbfaed the "opportunity of obliging ie di nis 
ling princefs “anew, by praying her to’ accept it. 
¢ Tigive you,” faid “the queen to her, “a very 
interefting” little’ creatures it appears to me 
to be very much inclined to attach itfelf to you, 
and it will give you "Exce excellent advices ; take care 
to liften'to thier, siete none of them ; 
Befidés,” although it bé ‘at’ ‘your: “houfe; “and and 
in your amiable hands, it will not believe that 
itis in: exile ; for it has, I know not how, got 
into its little ‘head that’ it will ‘not be able to 
get back to its native country bat’ by travelling 
epon the'éarth. See; theve is itd cages it does not 
fhitit. “It is impoffible to confine it; it goes and 
‘tomes as it pleafes; but, Before you take it a- 
way; it muft leave me fomething here. “Come, 
little bird, give thetwo of thy feathers.” Upon 
this, the little creature prefents its tail, and 
«wo feathers remain, ‘without her pulling them, 
in the*hands of the’quéen. 

“The two conforts having thanked the fairy, 
‘fet OutiWith the bird’and its cage for the palace 
of the’caliph: Phey enter i into their own, where 
the: eunticl*Hachini, the principal ‘cook, had 
pectoated an excellent “fith fill’ alive 5 5 it is 


2 
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called, faid he, Sultan Hibraim, becaufe the 

patriarch regaled Mahomet with it at Medina, 
The excellent cook gaye but a, very. indiftinct 
account of its genealogy, for, probably, he.re-- 
ceived no, better, from. the. fifherman ;.. but. he: 
had given fixty fequins for the fifth... 

Every body was. curious to fee: this. pik 
it was allowed to bathe in a large filver bas 
fon, i in the water of the river from. whence 
it, was taken, The water in which it was feem- 
ed to be filled with topaz, rubies, and eme= 
ralds: Its head appeared to be covered with a 
helmet. of gold, the creft of which was fet with 
pearls: The fhell of the half of its body, being 
a great deal larger than that towards its tail, 
tinged with purple, and embroidered. with gold, 
exhibited a faperb covering ;. its fins, -which 
were of the colour.of coral, were blended with 
{pots of an azure hue. 

« © what .a beautiful fith |. How. exoul, 


‘fite! ie! exclaimed Sinousarha and Ristifone 


by turns, wy 
FY, fy, & fy! eed he bird in soa ln 


Sites te 


ears. 


“« ‘This ‘beautiful bird. has. 2 difgostiog, cry,” 
faid. the princefs ; “ it gives, me a head-ach.— 
But ls bere de erste Al Jook at its eye, 


Feet sii ks rea 34 as Honey. 


ae at age « Bad, 
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« Bad, bad, bad, ana eed the birdy in a 
. tone’ ftill‘ more piercing.” 
66 My dear Simouttapha,?. fia the ee 
“if this” bitd thas? fuch‘a*piercing note, I thal 
‘not be able to Keep it: ut “ao? wi fith a great 
‘deal ‘betrens cogs: ae 7 
-« Worfe, worfe, denen wiorfol?: ated the 
bird, increafing every time the eagernefs of the 
notes which proceeded from its little gullet. 
Oh! the foolith bird, notwithftanding its 
peautiful plumage,.- faid Tfetilfone-—We have‘a 
refervoir for our baths, T will keep: my charm- 
4ng fifth there: I will feed it with my own 
hand. Do they call eke biases ? sap fhalt be 
my fultan. aS 
~ © No, ne, no, no! pris eid the bird, quite 
‘provoked'5 and, flying at*the fame ‘time out of 
‘its cage, it darts into the bafon, at the ritk of 
‘drowning itfelf, and deftroys the eyes of the 
fith. It attacks its head, and tears off the ‘pearls 
“of the creft ‘difplayed upon the helmet: The 
fith refifts ; Iifetilfone withes to defend it 5 but 
the Bird efeapes from ‘her, and’ pecks’ ‘the ith 
‘in all ‘the moft’ tender: parts of its body : ‘The 
princels catches it at laft, and, for’ fear of let- 
ting it) efcape again, fhe fqueezes it fo clofe i in 
mal hands fas ‘to'fuffocate it. 
Sitnouitalpha,! who fees’ this feene; knows not 
what to think of se bid and the fith ; the lat- 
‘ ‘ter; 
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ter, although expiring, ftill refifted, andthe ba> 
fon was filled with its blood; They no; longer 
perceived.the fith ; the prince; terrified with this 
prodigy, ‘calls the genius of pean which ap- 
pears immediatelysi) i - tices 0) /sldg odo: 

Inform me, fays Simouftapha, from. be aint 
is this.quantity of blood. that. me fifh. has as 
and ftilldofes?- soy se. 

“This bird,”, leslecesi. ot, Presid “ «as 
delivered you from a'man who,came here in | 
order tovaflaffinate.you.;He. isthe Egyptian 
Naraes,, the fon of, Mamouk, the laft of. your 
enemies. . He transformed himfelf into a fifh, 
and fuffered himfelf to. be taken by the poor 
Silleespan who brought him to you.” , 

« Carry him.in this fame bafon,” faid the 
prince, ‘« to the queen of the genii, that the 
may do. with him what fhe pleafes.” . The flave 
inftantly difappears, in order to execute the or- 
ders of his matter. _. 

» Simouftapha. had not had time. to. caft his 
eyes upon his wife; he perceives her forrowful, 
andeager. to. recover..the. bird which fhe had 
deprived. of life ;,, fhe attempts.to warm it in her 
bofom, and her eyes are, bathed with tears. 
“ What isthe. matter, with. you, ?” afked the 
prince. 
ocitol have..been.. very. unfortunate ? faid. the 
to him ; 3 ff ALhaye killed this, charming, . this ex~ 

N2 cellent 
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ecllent bird, which ‘devoted. its ‘life to preferve 
mine. JBefides, the queen of the genii parted 
with» it, ‘to‘give* it wp to:an unreafonable fan- 
taftic' “being; toa” murdering: hand! I halt 


‘neverschave the ‘confidence: to appear be~ 


fore my benefa¢trefs again :° How I pity you, 


my dear Simouftapha! the’ queeny your box, 


your ring, and your wifdom, might ‘have de« 


fended»you:from : your enemies 5 but who: fhiall 
be able:to fcreen you from the» amen which 
may-refalt Reet Naas Ms. 916, sro 

ao Your wife reflections,’ fafeeabdedac ghinee, 
more affeéted’ by the’ forrow of his wife than 
by the*dangers ‘to-which he had been expofed, 

“WhyJay thewhole blame upon yourfelf? Beate 
not Ito blame myfelf for not having given you 
proper counfel? “In ‘the’ fituation ‘in which we 
ftand; «expofed to dangerous furprifes, fhould I 
have given ear to the ridiculous hiftory which the 
eunuch gaye us of that fifh ? I who, inftru&ted 
by my experience, have’ ‘been deceived: by the 
beauty of a fruit which I had brought into my 
houfe, why. fhould I neglect to ‘have’ recourfe 


to my box, inftead of admiring, like you, the 


beautiful thell “ofva difenifed monfter! Mode- 


‘fate your forrow, my dear. Ifetilfone, that TP 


may! appear excufable in my own eyes: It is my 
duty'to cuca ty ‘eden at the fet of the 
ons Us: vorineyh if ) Jquecs 
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queen of the genii, to obtain, iersion for my 
culpable neglect.” iiieard "a 

“ You fhall, not g0 far,” Said eto ag 
prefenting herfelf fuddenly, to the two. conforts,. 
“‘ you reproach yourfelves fo fincerely for your 
faults that’ it. were cruelty to make you feel 
them any more; embrace me, and let. us be 
wifer for the future.” 

But this beautiful bird ! faid the aioecks for- 
rowfully.—I have taken care .of it, faid the 
queen; here are two feathers which I have re= 
ferved, in cafe. its courage fhould expofe it too 
much to danger : We have a remedy for fairy- 
birds. Setelpedour at the fame time takes the 
animal, and returns it its two: feathers: The 
bird is inftantly upon its’ legs; it. fpreads its 
_ wings; fhakes them, exults for joy, flutters up 
and down. the apartment, and refts alternately. 
‘on the fhoulders of the fairy, the finger of Si- 
mouftapha, and the bofom of the. princefs, 
chirping in, its own. language: the: pleafures of 
its, re-animiation|: . It returns into .. the ,cagey 
where it begins to eat, and lone emits’ the 
moft melodious notéss!);, 10 2. 

_IMfetilfone’ by. degrees. bpeiinedt ir esiokse é 
“ My good friends,” fays the queen, we will 
fup, and {pend part of the, night together : I 
~ cannot be long abfent .from Ginniftan ;. and I 
with to employ, to the beft adyantage, all the 

N 3 time 


SO. ARABIAN “TALES. 


time which I can fpare from. it : Simouftapha 
will caufe:us be ferved: by Jemal and his little 
mute; let us leave pomp to thofe who know 
not: the value of. liberty: 1 Befides, I muft not 
be ‘feen by every: body 3! my fubjeéts already 
complain that! F amv too fond of thé earth; and 
we have affairs to converfe about which 2908 
filence and fecrecy.” 

f Setelpedour feated herfelf between dh con- 
forts; whom the loaded with friendly careffes : 
_ She relates:tothem the vengeance fhe had inflict- 

ed-upon the magician Naraes} for fhe had chain- 

ed him with Dafouk, that deteftable genius, the 
affociate and the accomplice of all the crimes of 
the Egyptian: They had been tumbled into the 
jake of brimftone, where the father of Naraes 
had: ended his days. ‘* Your dangers are leflen- 
ved,” added the queen; but you are not yet 
fecure againft them all; in proportion as I de- 
liver’ you from your enemies, my sphretdi for 

oo conftantly raifes up new ones. 

/ Hitherto) F-have had nothing but the na-' 
*tural mnate malice of my fubjects to- dread: 
‘Now it isneceflary to prevent their ftratagems'; 
they affect to defpife my orders ;: 1 watch them, 

and a bright ray muft immediately dart through 
their dark defigns. “At prefent explain myfelf 
-no farther; I-muft: provide for my own fecu- 
“rity above all things, and difcover the dangers 

which 
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which threaten me: It is now of! chs tsete 
importance, my dear pernees race? to be affu- 
red of your affection.” wast Bay 9S! FSak 

7 My heart is yeas saikatabeneid the: Aan 
with emotion, fcarcely mafter of his joyo:!1 
will never banth the «dear « Hfetilfone;? :re- 
plied Setelpedour+—“ Twill) remain’ with:you;” 
faid Ilfetilfone, ‘ in order to enable: you: to 
complete your conqueft; efpoufe Simouftapha ; 
preferve the throne on which you are: feated, 
and I fhall -bé at the fummit of my.wifhes.”:. ° 

What fay you to it, prince ?” fays the 
queen. I] belong to Iifetilfone, who may dif 
pofe of meas fhe pleafes,” added Simouftapha. 
- « Charming couple !” exclaimed Setelpe- 
dour; “ the one had -convinced>'me that mah 
may be paffionately loved, the.‘ other reconciles 
me tovevery female. “You make me’ feel’ the 
power -of merit upon virtuous hearts !. Adieu,” 
fays fhe, ‘rifing from table ; .“¢ be feeling, noble, 
and generous > "Fo you I am indebted for: the 
moft ‘exquifite joys ; nd imprudence of mine 
fhall! ever  diftrefs -you!”» Setelpedour leaves 
them, carrying with her the plighted: faith of 
the conforts, who; on that a aERS are no pligs 
dear to each other... 
~ We will omit am account of the = Seinfoticns 

brie pcs, ages eg at nen their dai- 
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ly vifits, the moments which Setelpedour oot 


fteal from the concerns of her court. 
- The months roll on without any: iniiattnattle 
event, and without ‘any particular: emotion, ¢i- 


ther of paflion or of -intereft.,. Simouftapha be-. 


held, with pleafure, his charming family increafe 
around ‘him, which was augmented with a 
daughter. He was Clofely-engaged in the af- 
fairs of the ftate, the load of which fell, in a great 


meafure, upon him ; and, when he did not go. 


to Ginniftan, he exercifed himfelf in the amufe- 
ments. of the-chace. 

Having forgot the dsiaaet which heltrad | far, 
mounted, he overlooked the ftratagems. to 


which he was expofed:. He was perhaps too: 


vain in not: conftantly confiding .in. the aid 


which he might have expected, from his: ring. 


or hisbox. Armed with his fcymitar, and mount- 


ed upon his beautiful fteed, he rejoiced in truft- 


ing his fortune and the ftrength of his arm to 
the difplay of his courage. He had read. in 
the inftructions of Benalab a maxim which ten- 
ded to infpire him with felfconfidence. “« When 
man’s own powers are fufficient, he ought to have 
no recourfe to fupernatural aid.” The fage fhould 
have added, “* when furpernatural aid’ fhall 
have added freth vigour to your faculties, never 
let falk-your arms.” - But Benalad had not fore- 

' . feen 


oT 
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féen every thing's! -Benalab could not write eves, 
BB: THe? cod 19: missin Sas rod fest) 
One day, at the chace, Siméuftapha met with 
a ftag sche attacks it; butitflies 6fvwith ama~. : 
zing fpeedivoThe horfes: however;owhichocars 
ried the prince, foon gets within: reach lafiit 5 'a 
javelin is launched, and-it is'wounded upon the. — 
fhoulder. « The: javelinjothough -it' pierces, it 
through, is fixed in fach a:fituation as not in the 
jeaft toretardthe animal, which now doubles its 
fpeedsi:‘The  courfer too which: purfued it does; 
not lofe an inch of ground...Gne would fay: 
that ‘one flafh of lightening was preceded by a- 
nother The prince lofes. breath ; but, the ar-, 
dour with which he \is animated augments his: 
vigour, and: hei is een out of. pie of his. 
peoples g 
At daft, at the clot of: wa din) ie fog aie. 
and on a fudden difappears 5 a» violent guft of 
wind ‘throws the prince from. his.,horfe, and 
clofe befide him he finds. a frightful: beaft. | The 
ears-of this monfter fell wpon:its breaft;. its terri- 
ble mouth extended: from earto ear; its lips were 
enormoufly thick; and/its: flat noftrils exhaled 
an infectious vapour... In the middle of a large. 
forehead, it had-an eye: which fupplied the place 
of. the-departing day; for it diffufeda pale light. 
like that, emitted. from the fulphureous combut- j 
tiblesiof'a vulcano. 
Upon | 
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Upon feeing this ghaftly fpectre, Simouftas 
pha firft. recommended: his foul to God, in- 
voking him by Mahomet, and then faced it with 
intrepidity,. "The fpectre:appeared to be afto- 
nithed- with. his fortitude, .but..was no Jefs con- 
fident of victory over a man who. was, alone; 
and almoft difarmed. righ poe 

 Defpicable Muffalman | 1 hid thie fpettre: to. 
dia! flave of a flave! thou muft juft now fuf- 
fer the punifhment which-hath been already de- 
nounced again{t. Benalab thy mafter; thoumut, 
receive the chaftifement which is due to thy pride 
for ever, prefuming to command the genii, 
whom thou art unworthy to obey; thou mutt. 
here anfwer for thy infolence, thy injuftice, the 
_ tyranny of thy deceitful,.queen. Setelpedour, 
againft. my. mafter,. the great . Bahlifboull. 
Fall! die his vitim,, and) his flave! At 
thefe words, the hateful monfter raifes its enor- 
mous club, the knobs of which are pointcd with 
diamonds, and. prepares to -difpatch Simoufta- 
pha: ‘The valiant prince avoids the blow, . and 
with. his fcymitar,,cleaves' the {pectre from the. 
crown, of the head. to the. wait. 

In an inftant, the ears of Simouftapha are aliases, 
ned with hideous.fhrieks and howlings, which the 
horrible darknefs with which he.was furround-. 
ed rendered {till .more-frightful.. . .But the :con- 
i uate of the Apectre i is not to, be terrified ;., His, 

fteed 
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feeed approached it; and demonftrated’ by his 


neighings, and the kindnefs he {hows ‘to his. 


mafter, how he exulted “in the’ vidtory. 9 The 
howlings ceafe, ‘the ‘illufion ‘is diffipated 5; but, 


unfortunately, the Indian prince falls’a’ eee to” 


real dangers..." nto. yoy IQ tr 
Simouftapha, farroundeds with the fhades of 


night, and unable to obferve any of the: places 


which he had hurried over on his:fwift fteed, is 
perfectly ignorant where he is. He finds it im- 
poffible for him ‘to judge at-what diftance he is 
from Bagdad. Worn out with fatigue, he lies 
down upon the grafs: He waits for the arifing 
of Aurora, that’ next morning’ he: may direct 
his ‘courfe towards Bagdad; and lets “his fteed 
range in queft’of food around him. fe! 

“The prince now. perceives his imprudence’ in 


venturing out alone without ‘his box and his. 


ring.’ ‘The power, however; which ‘rendered’ 
him conqueror of the monfter, and which had 
enabled ‘him to’ cleave the f{pettre in two, re- 


animates him: ’ He fleeps‘under the protection 


of that power which’ deftroyed ‘the infernal 
montters, by fie’ mrcnention - — 
atom. er 

“ Simodftapha’ was very 9 tie pon pling that 


he was‘at'fo great a’ diftance fronr the princefs, 


that it would‘take him years to reach her by 


the ‘ordinary route. A powerful ‘charm had 


tranf{- 


156 - ARABIAN TALES. 


tranfported ios to She fant of Mount Cau- 
cafus.). 
. The fpectre, “which, bal; ‘been ak cca “a 
Bahli i fboull to deftroy the Indian prince, having 
sransfoi ed itfelf into a, ftag, hurried him a- 
Jong i in the, surfuit. It allowed felt to be ftruck 
with ‘the jayelin which was Jaunclied at it, and 
inftantly enchanted the. hand which | threw ‘it ; 
thus .the confort of the beautiful: Hfetilfone, 
bound. by. the charm, was carried along. with 
the fame rapidity, as the fpectre itfelf. - 
: Simouftapha was in the arms,of r shied 
fleep, the ipirits, who had witneffed the com- 
hat in. which their mafter had fallen, having 
become weak dn account of his defeat, winged 
their way to the defarts -of Upper Egypt, whi- 
ther their chief had retired. Such a diforderly 
‘and inftant return, throws Bahlifboull i into great 
‘eonfternation ; ; but, upon hearing the particulars 
of the combat, when he finds that Raftras was 
cleft by the Indian prince, he flies into the moft _ 
violent, rage. He meditates on every {cheme 
of: vengeance ‘that might tend to efface_the in- 
fult offered to his | power. Since their, enchant- 
- ments have no effe&, the hero’ ‘sont be befet 
with ordinary. dangers, by rendering’ his route 
almoft impratticable. He muft be exhauft- 
“ed by fatigue and hunger to fuch a degree, that 
‘defpair may fuceeed thefe two calamities: He 
muft 
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mu silts ihe el ferocious ‘animals, when the 
“want of ftrength fhail abandon him defencelefs 





Both*of the time and place’ of f% great ‘cruelty. : 
* ‘This «very inftant the old genius “aflembles 
the fpirits which had beén banifhed into the 
-eOuntry which he inhabits, and whom he_re- 
pomcqn the"very moment they arrived. De- ° 

part, fays he to them, and futround the Indian 
pits? whom ‘you ‘will find, as you defcend 
Mount Caucafus, with a thick foo-which fhall 


‘hinder him from ‘reaching any part of Ginnif 


tan. “The  genii chéarfully obeyed the orders 
“of the :maleficent prince; and, whilit they go 
to fteal Simouftapha from the genii who pro- 
cafted DieaySetelpedour fees all the cay alry of 


Bagdad diiperGa Gy 8 42 Gdds, and fearnpering 


through the cities, the towns, the hamlets, and 
the foreits, in order. to. demand him of every 
‘to find his: fon-in-law, who i ‘ts ‘dearer ‘to him 
‘than the’ “child whom he. moft, tenderly loves. 


“He fpreads @report in the’ apartment of the fe- 


“males, that Simouftapha. was obliged - to depart 


-fuddenly, to > execute <a ° fecret commiffion for 
him of the lait: importance, ” * Zobeida and her 


danghter might ‘be. “hoodwinked, but Pare 
dour was not SLE See 
_ Vou Th” ae “Phe 
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. The queen of: the genii inftantly difpatches, 
into the open: country, the moft a¢tive and in- 
telligent fpirits fhe -had, and thofe whom fhe 
believed. to be, mot. deyoted to, her intereft, in 
order to, preferve a favourite whofe ruin they 
fecretly. defired... They tkim over. the whole 
earth,: but bring back no, notice that can_alle- 
viate the) diftrefs of the queen: They faw the 
fog perfectly well which defcended from Mount 
 Caueafusy. but-none .of them took the trouble 
to examine. it. ( Setelpedour is, inconfolable. 

). There! was at).the court of the genii an old 
gnome named Bakbak : She was a great favour- 
ite, for fhe had nothing malevolent in her 
temper 5, her, fault was,, that fhe, wifhed to 
know ewery -thing,, to fpeak cogginnally, #u. 
upon,; every | fabio o> ind been. for a 
long time. expelled. the ; divan, becaufe every 
one ,there,.was.to fpeak in. .one’s.turn.. She 
had a very. young. little nephew named Jazzel, 
whom fhe, utet as:if. he, chad been, .her, own 
fon,, UO3 Sct she fs at 4 

ooThis.- gnome; had. taken Pai ramihas for, nor 
againft. Setelpedour, xin, order, that fhe might 
judge candidly of her conduct on every. occa, 
fion, . She heard of the. deputation, which had 
been fent into -evety quarter of,the globe, to 


trace out the Indian prince, é vor st cov m0104 
Sik doiele 29Y3 21d at Bord? oof 2386, Gogr 
som eG 
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“& Go,” faid thé to Jazzel,: “thou haft‘need 
to pick up “information ;: thou ‘haft wings quite 
new, “which will not fail’ thee. foon 5 fly from 
one fide’ to ‘another, perch‘ upon: minences; 
and thus thou {halt have an extenfive profpec. 
Glance upon the earth, and bring me the:news 3 
liften to the inhabitants as thou paffeft ;. they’ 
fpeak a great deal at'random, but’a genius ought - 
to be able’ to comprehend: part of ‘every thing. 
‘Thou ‘thalt afterwards come and“give me an ac- 
count’ of ‘whatever “‘thow halt: have’ feen ‘and 
heard; arideif F fhallbe pleafed with thee, I 
will teach thee the’ fecret of pleafing her whom 
thou ‘Joveft befti'‘In the mean time, I will 
put a fort of oil upon thy wings,’ which ’fhall 
miake thee flie'four times fwifter than the reft. 
* Jazzel fets aut after the genii, glad° to try 
his ‘new plumage.” He‘ foars-above ‘the reft, 
and fees them feparate from one another-in or- 
der to execute their commiffion:: ‘None of them 
approaches the earth for food’ if they alight; 
it is for the fake of repofe. If they come near 
its inhabitants, itis ‘to’ play fome' ‘trick upon 
them; but het seer to. ee ve a no yaaa 
mation. 

Fass canned to eh the pee route with 
thofé'who were to infpect Mount Caucafis ;: he 
perceives the fog; he withes'to fee-through ‘it 5 
but itis too thick for his eyes, which are 

AA not 


7) 
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St ocd? Fox % 


not. as. yet. very piercing, ot the’ einifties of 
edour dkim, along, far;-above, ity. x tho . 
examining, ats, At, length, having | deferied: 
people, at the.foot SSaifPS cau, he ft eo 

0 hear what they, would fay... 16 4; 

to Behold, sfaid.,they,. a. very. thick and ae 
ious. fog! » How,.is sit. poffible. for. it to, have 
sifem from the fands, where there i is nota drop 
-of swater.?) It is a very extraordinary phenome-. 
‘non 5:there..is furely fomething very spalignant 

swith it forebodes fame calamity! 
-oJazzel picks.up. this obfervation asi, he ilies : 
pie continues his route 3 to this he. adds other 
itrifling particulars, . collefted here and. there, in 
order that he may be able to give an account 
yof them ito his-old-aunt ;. for. the. fecret fhe had 
f : promifed to difclofe to Aim. fticks in: his: heart: 
ors foon as he-fées: the emiflaries of the queen 
ireturn, -he flies back to. Bakbak,. and: gives her 
@ more faithful accountiof his expedition ee 
je do of their’s to Setelpedowr.. | 
oowDhé gnome weighs every, circumftances ;¢ ce ‘Do 
reside; ” fays fhe; “how the affairs of our queen 
areconducted.fince, fhe has. got in’ love ?-Is 
othis. fg great a fault? i think that I could par- 
don it myfelfi—But, no, no, no.—A man! fy, 

“aShath Well b there-are both: ‘good: and bad !— 
“But, , daz uel, do you" rot tell me" that’ thefé ‘pea 
“fats were fj fpealihy of EO Phenomenon dutihg 
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the thick mift, and that there was fomething 


malignant in it? I will talk to our queen a- 
bout it ;” and immediately the old gnome trots 


off to relate to Setelpedour the difcoveries which 
the young genius had made in his journey. 
The queen heard her with patience; and, as 

foon as fhe had difcovered, from the raving of 
the old Bakbak, the negligence of her emifia- 
ries, fhe naturally prefumes that there is fome- 
thing fufpicious in the fog. She therefore in- 
ftantly arms herfelf with her whole power, and 
has recourfe to every expedient. Although’a 


great part of her fubjects- have betrayed her, 


yet, in fpite of both them and the elements, 
fhe fhows herfelf to be the aan eupe of 
Kokopilefobe. 

The caliph, on the other hand, ‘alarmed ‘by 
the fruitlefs refearches‘'which he“had' caufed 


- be made, and ftill unable to fuggeft his fears 


to Zobeida and his daughter, availed himfelf of 
the grand feftival of the Haraphat *. “Here, 
with more than ufual folemnity, he offers the 
facrifices, by which the faithfulMuffulmans— 


endeavour to procure the favours of heaven, 
“and the fignal pregerien of the great prophet. 


O tes _ Haroun 


* Harapbst. -A mountain of Arable: upon which 
thofe who make a pilgrimage to Mecca commonly 
offer facrifices. Here they laughter the ‘vita, a 
throw them down headlong. 


* 
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Haroun, furrounded with the’ mufti; and the 
principal priefts, facrifices, with, his own hand; 
_two yellow heifers fifteen months’ old, and two’ 
_. fheep of the largeft kind. And he accompanies 
thefe’ teftimonies of devotion with the moft fer- 
vent prayers for’ the prefervation, ‘and’ the ‘re- 
turn of Simouftapha. ‘The people one 
them by their vows. 

Whilft fadnefs reigns in the palace, Zobeide 
conceals her grief from her daughter. The 
princefS finds herfelf alone, and deftitute of 
confolation ; the queen of the genii comes no 
more; every objcé&t around her wears a doles 
ful afpe&t ; tears flow from every eye; Namou- 
na fobs: Iifetilfone can fupport it no longer; fhe 
throws herfelf upon a fopha, and pours forth 
the moft doleful lamentations. ’ 

“ & Peace, peace, peace!” cries the ‘Beautifat 
bird. —F¢ Peace ?” ‘fays fhe, “ Alas! there is no 
‘more peace for me’: ‘Simouftapha is dead ” 

* No, no, no! cried the bird.—« How! 
charming bird, not dead? Lives he sp Shall i 
fee him again ?” ead 

48 Yes, yes, yes te When will that happy 
moment ‘arrive !” —“ Soon, foot, foon 
* How much you comfort me! Weep ne more 
then, omy cost Namouna, we fhall fee Simou- 
ftapha again.” She then takes “her pretty bird 
and carefles it: Thow ee life, dear bird’! 

Ty fays 


seiinisiieed and I sisi: to taken 
way: thine, can I ever forgive myfelf!” 

dt is worthy. of remark, that, in all the ‘die 
firefs-of the sigtelk: no fafpicion . of jealoufy, 
was ever mixed. avith -it;, She. had not feen 
_ the queen of . the. genii-fince’ the departure, of 
her hufband, and fhe didnot. imagine her Cas 
pable of carrying him: off. -. Zobeida was not 
fo eafy.in this refpect 5. but fhe would not. dif- 
eover it.;/As),to the caliph, his own reli- 
gion, and that. of his ,fon-in-law, removed his 
Stra rc a Far 

o"Phe Star of the Sewen Sein fin teached. the 
Goce of Mount Caucafus ; fhe perceives the 
fog, ‘the work of .the malignant Bahlifboult 
The winds, which fhe raifed fuddenly, diffipated 
thefe: vapours: And fhe at laft fees the idol of 
her foul, pale, exhanfted, dejected, and ima fie 
tuation fitted to*melt the moft obdurate heart, : 
> For ten day, Simouftapha, amid frightful 
defarts, could’ only direét his. courfe by. the 
ftars;. he knew not: what part of the globe he 
was traverfing: He raked up the roots with his 
’ fabre, or climbed the. trees for wild and un 
known fruits, to abate the cravings ‘of hunger. 
He travelled the whole day, increafing, ‘by his 
own impatience, that of his noble.courfer : He 
fell im with an-immenfe defart; another of 
boundlels extent. prefents itfelf to his view he 
vis : | pafies 
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pafles the night upon the cold earth, and is 
fubjeéted, during the day, to the fatigues and 
the influence of a fcorching inhofpitable cli- 
mate. 
~The Indian prince, worn out with fo many 
hardfhips, ftopped by the fide of a fpring to 
quench his burning thirft: When about to 
ftoop towards the ftream, a lion, fpringing 
faddenly from the neighbouring foreft, darts 
upon the hero’s fteed. Simouftapha immedi- 
ately draws his fcymitar, divides, at one blow, 
the fcull of the lion, and brings him to the 
ground: The horfe bounded for joy; but the 
prince, exhaufted by this laft effort, falls mo- 
tionlefs on the grafs: It was in this fituation he 
was perceived by the queen of the genii. : 
At the fight of the dangers to which the Indian 
prince had been expofed _ by the black inchant- 
ments of Bahlifboull, Setelpedour, animated 
by vengeance and love, wifhed to gratify at 
once the paffions with which fhe was overpower- 
ed: Love, however, prevails: She hurries to- 
wards the earth, and, with the moft lively ca- 
reffes, reftores to the light him whom the 
fhades of death appeared to furround. 
- She reanimates the object of her affetion, 
by the demonftrations of her. tendernefs alone, 
and makes ufe of no other magic except that of 
. love. ‘She foon perceives his eyes fparkle with 
Sa a 
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a luftre, which ihe preferre i the 

light that the Dees x aro contin 
fietted ; and, that the wate his. 


mouitapha, havi ing. recovered I “his Geode 
tellectual faculties, finds himfelf in, the arms: of 
her whom he-had invoked te no purpofe fome; 
moments before, becaufe; he had neglected the. 
means. of his own fafety. His panting heart 
forbids him! to put upon her lips the feal of his. 

gratitude, an’* 
© T underftand what you mean,” faid the 
queen ; “ but think of nothing of that fort, 
till you recover your health and vigour.” She : 
now rifes: The firft fhrub fhe meets with fur- 
nifhes her with a: twig, with which the draws 
a:circle round Simouftapha.. She finds befide her, 
the plants which were neceffary for the inchant-. 
ment which fhe was about to prepare; and the 
words which fhe pronounces infpires it with the , 
effential virtues: In an.inftant the Indian prince, 
experiences a happy change. In a moment he. 
recovers all his vigour; he rifes, and with rapture, 
kiffes the beneficent hands to which. he owed, 
fuch timely aid. ~All. the ) fentiments. of his 
heart ftrive for yent at once; and, though they , 
bait = without the leaft order, they feem ta: 
be no dear to ‘her who is the ob jeft ofthis af: 
ig ie time, Pas hedifcovers | 
the 
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the role exquifite ek i upon acconnt of 
Hifetilfone. 

“ Confole yourfelf, my dear Simouftapha ! fays 
Sételpedour to him;’ my thoughts have'centered | 
wholly upon you, fince you were in danger. By 
Being at too great a diftance, however, from my 
palace, a confpiracy has been formed, which 
has turned out too much to the advantage 
of your enemies. Befides, your confort, be- 
ing almoft always with her mother, I contented 
myfelf in having left with her an intelligent 
creature; which will not fail to confolé her. It is 
my little bird: Its advices aré not’ tirefome; 
for it fpeaks but one word, but that ‘can be in- 
fallibly depended upon. Now, fince you are 
reftored, we will take our route towards the’ 
palace. "You muft have need of food after the 
long abftinence you have had, ‘and T will forth- 
with condué you to your amiable confort. 

Upon this, the queen ordered her car to ap- 
proach the earth: Three clouds, variegated with 
all the colours of the rainbow, defcend and pre- 
fént two feats, much more commodions than the 
beft fophas oné'can imagine. “Setelpedour arid 
the prince take their feats; the latter began to 
feel uneéafy on account of his courfer ; but the 
“qiteen had anticipated‘ his defire. "For he per- 
eeives his fteed cleave the atmofphere with his 


~ 
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giided wings, clofe befide the fine feat on which 
the loving couple fet out for Ginniftan, + 

As they fkim along, Simouftapha wifhes to 
relate his adventures. Setelpedour interrupts 
him. Let us here confign to, oblivion the 
fnares which have been laid for you: I know 
all the dark defigns of my enemies; I am not, 
ignorant of their malice, and of the torments 
which they have occafioned to you: But we 
are now, my dear Simouftapha, furrounded 
with the beauties of nature. Here I could with 
to remain with you, were it not giving a fatal 
blow to two hearts, the happinefs of which 
‘interefts me as much as that of my own. 
Speak to me about love, and let us forget both 
the perfidious meafures which they have enter- 
ed into againft us, and the vengeance which we 
ought to inflict upon them.” 

- Ah! who would not forget them,” fays 
the prince, tranfported with love, * in prefence 
of the moft beautiful object under heaven, who. 
is fatisfied, with being ] loved; and who, although 
fhe deferves to have altars ereéted to her, only, 
ftrives_to. oblige: others, and _furnifhes all, the. 
facrifices, herfelf |”, eae 

The clouds ftopped before ‘the ance of the 
palace :. Simouftapha, is. there. ferved with con-. 
denfed perfumes, | under the moft alluring forms, 
and the moft arecable colours; his ftomach is 

braced 
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_ braced without being ~— and he paren 


ufual appetite, yD 
*¢ [Let us depart,” mpeiiiliieliace #8 biews 
go and fap with our dear-Ilfetilfone; det usicar- 
ry to her fome of thefe ragouts5 Ithall be-very 
shappy to let-her perceivethe flavour of them; _ 
& have nothing that I would not fhare with her; 
Eiwould even anit Ws _— with: — asta I 
‘walue.it more.” 
siheetoniea gol? ofeays Bithoubiephen $ un weil 
you firft inform me why you depreciate the pow- 
er which affords us fo much enjoyment.” 
Let us mount our chariot,” fays the queen; 
*s. that is meet only to be. told: in “private. —— 
tis becaufe it prevents me from. efpoufing: one 
“whom I paffionately love.” 
_ ‘The prince and the queen. of -the fairies aid 


“not arrive without’ being announced ; this was 


“the office of the pretty bird: .Zobeida had juft 
left her daughter’s room, when’ the charming 
‘creature began to cry Simouftapha! ' 

.& Simouftapha!” .anfwered -Namouna.—— 
‘s*, What doft thou fay, my dear:bird?” fays the 


_ “princefs. .'The little prattler, however, anfwer- 


ed nothing but Simouftapha! .Simouftapha! 


*y © Where?, from, what quarter ?” “faid Na-- 
“mouna,’ running like one diftracted toward the 


oe ueenraaiid the souinest 


m~ 
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“In the smean- times the company, orn 
the bird had announced, arrived by the win-' 
dow. Simouftapha is in the arms of Ifetilfone,. 
whom he loads-with tears and'kiffes y the queen: 
of the genii likewife embraces him; and the’ 
little bird, flapping its wings, cried; in brave! 
brave ! 

When this Grit tranfport was over, they fit 
down; they prattle, theyrelate ftories; fometimes’ 
they {peak allthree together. One would haveima- 
gined that they had not feen one another for an 
age. Atlength the repaftisfervedup. In fuch cir~ 
cumftances,even although fomething had been 
wanting in the palace of the caliph, one may 
eafily perceive how many things they could have 
difpenfed with. 
© Namounay who had ‘had a fhort ‘journey for 
nothing, immediately returns, attraéted by the 
noife, to ‘liften at the back-door. Enter, 
good Namouna,‘enter!” fays Setelpedour toher, 2 _ 
little furprifed at: the curiofity of the old gnome} 
“Are vyouctirious to! fee me P—+«Yes, ma- 
dam I fee that you are as'good as beautiful.” — 
You are. very-obligingy Namiouna ; and I with 
to do you fome fervice.”—Ah! madam, that is 
very eafy to you who can do all things ;—pray 
madam, ‘make’ me" young again,” I have a 
preferable piece of fervice ‘to render you's itvis 
to wifh you continual good health ; and my fkil- 

Vor. IL. P... ful 
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“fal litle bird. is going. to impart, the fecret,to 


you. ” 


¢ Sleep! fleep ! fleep | Y ore the bird... 

§ T. know this as well as it does,” fays Namou- . 
na3, yet Lam.not a forcerefs, madam.”—* But, 
fuppofe I.,give. you a.potion, which, by lulling 
you aflecp, fhall reftore to you the bloom and 
vigour of youth ?”»—« Give me only the hun- 
dredth part of your’s, madam, and I'fhall think 
myfelf more beautiful than’ the full moon.”— 
s*.Come, Namouna, be not uneafy: You de- 
light in chearfulnefs ; I with you to poffefs more 
grace than ever: You fhall have dimples in your 
cheeks, a charming fhape, and a handfome lit- 


’ tle foot.”".—« I thank you, madam,”  Ifetilfone 


difmiffes her governefs; the repaft. is ended ; 
and the queen of the, genii, returned to Gin- 
niftan. 

» Simouftapha seokencd the palace after the 
caliph had retired :—It was improper to difturb 
his repofe, and they put off till the morrow the 
good news. which they had _,to. impart,,to, him. 
In the mean time, joy reigned. throughout all 
the apartments of. the. young prince; the eu- 


nuchs awaked all the flaves,. who rife up, and 


-eceive from, Namouna, an, account , of , all that 
fhe has feen :,; They all give themfelves up. to 
tranfports of j joy. She had well nigh wrought 
Mone mud Geiviish bed varucst scfp do. gh pi? 
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a happy change in ‘the organs of the’ little 
mute, by reftoring him his fpeech. - tty 

As foon as_ the caliph’ had’ “opened ® his eyes” 
Simouftapha was at his feet’; they léad™ each’ o- 
ther with caréffes: ‘The fovereign inftantly 
caufes communicate to Zobeida a piece of news 
which fo materially concerned his Zi gS and 
peace. 

The Muczins foon fated the top of the mi- 
narets, to fummon the people to the mofques. 
Thankfgivings were due to the Almighty and 
his great prophet: The empire of the» Mufful- 
mans had juft recovered the hero to nipnses: it 
was indebted for all its luftre. | 

The diminution of taxes, the diffufion of 
alms, the releafe of prifoners, the noife of war- 
like inftruments, the military’ feftivals, all con- 
fpired to teftify the joy of the commander of 
the faithful, and to augment’ the happinefs of 
the people, bee at laft, faw thehs seis a 
gain. © 

The Indian prince ceinaeiéa to fits betunnily the 
adventures which had fo. unfortunately mifled 
“him from Bagdad. He agreed* with them in 
blaming himfelf for having neglected fuperna- 
tural aid, with which his protectrefS and the 
Perfian philofopher had furnifhed him. He 
likewife related in what manner the beneficent 
queen of the fairies had delivered him from the 

P 2 {nares 
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fnares into which his imprudence had caft him: 
He laid great ftrefs on the moft trifling ‘parti- 
culars, and fpoke with an animation which a- 
farmed Zobeida. on 


‘She feized the firft moment fhe could find to 
mention, ‘him to her daughter. ** Don’t you feel 
urieafy,” faid fhe to her, “ on account of the at- 
tachment of the queen of the genii for your huf- 
band, and ‘on account too of the excels of 
gratitude with which he appears to be pene- 
trated 7? 

i “Madam ! 1 seplied ‘Tietilfone, I jealous ot 
the kindnefs with which the queen loads us! 
Ah! notwithftanding her power and her ami-- 
able qualities, had fhe in my eyes no other me- 
rit than that of difcovering of Simouftapha’ Sy 
fhe would become the idol of my heart. If 
there i is one flar in “heaven captivated with the 
charms and virtues of my hufband, it fhould 
become my fun. 

Either love has a ftrange effect on my 
daughter,” fays Zobeida to herfelf, “or fhe has 
lef of my mind in her than of her father’s; for 
T would not be content were Tin‘her place. 
~The caliph \ had ‘liftened with great attention 
to the relation of the laft adventures of Simou- 
ftapha. He made him alfo relate all thofe 
_ which had preceded them fince the marriage of 
the prince with his daughter ; and he ordered 
ie: f to 
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. to make out a regifter of thems, gad aiid # | 


among his records, 

The Indian prince . conan ‘his feat 3 in the 
private councils of the caliph, and in the divan. 
He likewife continued to join, to his ufual em- 
ployments, the agreeable pleafure of going and 
paying homage to the amiable queen of the ge- 
nii, who never received the vifit of the two 
conforts without returning it next night, or with~ 
out loading them with new favours. She de- 
fired Iifetilfone to come and fpend a few days 
in her palace; the princefs, however, had to 
obtain leave from the caliph, which he granted 
with pleafure. 

Haroun did not choofe that his daughter, up- 
on whom the queen of the genii had heaped fo 
many prefents, fhould appear at her palace with 
empty hands. Neither did he with that fhe 
fhould be withdrawn any more from his fight 
by the effect of magic; a circumftance which 
had given his people fo great uneafinefs, and 
which had opened their eyes upon objects of 
which he could have excufed their ignorance. 
The caliph ordered his treafures to. be thrown 
open to Simouftapha ; and alfo every thing ne- 
ceflary to be prepared for the departure of his: 
daughter, who was to {pend the fine feafon at. 
Caffer-il-Harais, his country feat, which is at the. 
diftance of three days journey from Bagdad. 

P3 Caffer- 
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~ Caffer-il-Harais is‘a magnificent caftles. fitu- 
ate on the banks of the Aggiala, ef which the 
great prophet laid the firft ftone, Its front to- 
ward the gardens prefents ‘us with three hun- 
dred and ‘fixty windows the outfide -of it is 
veneered with alabafter;° and ‘marble from the 
eaft, coped with garlands of the moft precious 
jafper ; the doors, which are of aloesand fandal 
wood, turn upon hinges of gold; the inner part 
ig inlaid and ‘ceiled with ‘rofe-wood. Nothing 
can rival the beauty of the furniture, and the 
magnificence of the apartment’; the ruby, the 
emerald, and the topaz, are here diffufed with 
a lavith hand. ‘Mahomet began and finithed this 
fuperb edifice for the accommodation of. his 
daughter Fatima, when fhe married Omar-Ha- 
lab. During the latter period of the prophet’s 
abode upon earth, he frequently repaired to this 
palace, to receive, bythe mimiftry of the angel 
Gabriel, infpirations from‘ on high. The pen 
with which he wrote the twelve laft chapters of 
the Koran is preferved here in a Sagem rock 
enriched with diamonds. 

The garden which belonged to this palace 
was more beautiful than any upon earth. In 
this blifsful retreat the atmofphere was al- 
“ways ferene, and no cloud drew a veil over the 
Sen, 82 Fe  yokirg ges iy] : 
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_ The trees, preferving an eternal youth; were 
never cankered with corzoding  mofs;, and. the 
wafting mildew. never deprived their. branches 
of the benefit of the fap; the leaves, the flow- 
ers, and .the fruit, partook. of ; the. immortality 
of the trunk, and were. continually cio 
without falling or withering.. 

The perfumes exhaled by thefe Feb exe 
haufted not their fubftance; the air was filled 
with, their odour; they were, always defended 
from. noxious, infects and venemous reptiles : 
A refrefhing rain preferved coolnefs and ferti- 
lity-in this delightful retreat. 

Birds, adorned in the moft gaudy a i 


fung in concert their melodious notes. In fhort, 


to complete thefe wonders, they varied every 
day, without any confufion in. their fituations, 
without any alteration of their fpecies. 

The entrance to this garden was fhut again{t 
every perfon except the lawful fucceffor of Ma- 
homet and his family: Had a profane perfon 
entered it, he would have perceived only fright-_ 
ful defarts, from which the howling of wild 
beafts would have forced him to retire. 

This is the place whither Simouftapha and 
his fpoufe were to refort; they will be at liber- 
ty to-vifit the queen of the genii, without feem- 
ing to withdraw from the palace; It will be fup- 

- poled, 
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pofed that they are abforbed in the enjoyments 
’ of the magnificent garden; it will be though. 
that they are fed with ambrofia, and are drink- 
ing luxurious draughts of near. 

Setelpedour is engaged in making prepara- 
tions for their reception; but fhe has reafon to 
fear that Bahlifboull: may ditturb the happy 
moments which fhe wifhes them to enjoy. This 
monfter had been tumbled into the remoteft 
defarts of Upper Egypt, but fhe was unable to 
ftrip him of all his power: He was born a 
prince, and enjoyed every where, however un- 
worthy of it, the privileges of his illuftrious ori- 
gin. 

‘ Upper Eaypt i is peopled with malignant fpi- 
- rits, the difgrace of Ginniftan, detefted in hea- 
ven and on earth; they joyfully united under 
the orders of a genius created to command 
them. Their firft expedition, in confequence 
of thefe orders, towards Mount Caucafus, had 
_ not been fuccefsful; but. they would not have 
been difcouraged by an entire defeat ; rage fup- 
ports them, and makes them blind to every 
danger. Created for action, their very nature 
forces them to enterprife. 

Setelpedour, informed of the new refources 
of her enemy, endeavours to lay a fnare for 
him, into which he may fall of his own accord.. 
She doubly increafes the barrennefs of the place, 

waste 
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dlready curfed, which Bablifbo ull had, ch 
for his refidence ; he i is forced to leave it it 3 ; From. 
hence he paifles into a defart. full, more PattSfe 
and no where finds repofe. sai 

At lat he difcovers a little green. ou i in, the 
fhade of a pillar of granite, which theltered. it. 
from the fcorching rays of the, fun; he ap- 
proaches, and feats himfelf upon it. Six feet 
from the ground, upon the bafe of the monu- 
ment, he fees a hieroglyphic, and haftily reads, 
& Pillar, execute the orders of queen Setelpe- 
« dour.” : 

He had fearcely pronounced thefe words, 
when a chain of iron furrounds his body, and 
faftens it to the pillar. The defart immediately 
re-echoes with his bellowing; the. monfters, 
which §nhabit it are alarmed, and conftrained 
to abandon their holes. The genii, his attend. 
ants, filled with terror, forfake him; he re- 
mains alone in this frightful habitation ; to his 
impotent rage, fucceeds a calm ftupidity. He 
cafts his eyes at laft upon his chains, and upon 
the fatal infcription, by the effet of which he 
was loaded with them: He had not run. over 
all the hieroglyphic characters, when the infor-. 
mation ‘he had received completes “his defpair : 
It contains this terrible fentence: §* Thou canft 
“© only be delivered by the power of a genius 
« more wicked than thyfelf!” When the 

‘ world 
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world arofe into form from chaos; when the 
fountains of the -great deep were opened, did 
another come forth from it? Can another Ko- 
kopilefobe be found, who is neither the grand- 
father nor the protector of, the Star of the Seven 
Seas ? 

When Setelpedour had fecured her quiet, 
fhe wifhed, in the mean time, to reward the 
old gnome for the fervice fhe had done her: 
She calls her: “ Tell me, apie what I can 
do for you ?”—« O queen,” fays the old wo- 
man, “ you can do a great deal, and what you 
have done may be attended with much danger : 
Nobody doubts that it was I who fpoke to you; 
for it is well known that, although I fpeak 
freely, I am difcreet at bottom, and fay no- 
thing, at leaft very little. There is, however, 
- a fmall favour you could’ do me, and which 

would have no bad confequences: For want of 

teeth I fpeak indiftingly, fo that 1 have not 
the fatisfaction of underftanding myfelf; pro- 
cure for me thirty-two teeth !”’—« Every body 
would know of the prefent,” anfwered the 
queen, “ and you would draw upon yourfelf all 
the enemies you dread: I cannot im prudence 
do more, . Giati fix four very firmly to your 
under jaw,” 

4 Put in then,” fays the old woman, « bets 
fede teeth, they will’not be againft you.” 

Let 
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Let us leave the old Bakbak, to fupply: by 

her enchantments the. ordinary 1 refources of the 
~ toilette, and let us attend to the preparations 
for the journey which Simouftapha was to make 
with his fpoufe. 
_ The treafures of the oshehs are laid open to 
the prince; the collection of .all the riches. of 
the monarchs of the earth could not equal. 
them; however, he fees nothing comparable 
to what he had feen at Ginniftan. He finds a 
fcymitar, the hilt of which is ornamented with 
diamonds, fo excellent and fo well fet, that they 
feem to form one’entire piece; he is lefs ftruck 
with its brilliancy than with its fize; this wea- 
pon might ferye a warrior much above the or-~ 
dinary ftature ; he is defirous to try if he can 
ufe it; he draws it from the feabbard, brandifh- 
€s it for a moment, and appears furrounded 
with lightening, fo fparkling is the fteel of the - 
blade: He. endeavours to examine the mark, 
and difcovers hieroglyphic figns which. he does 
not, underftand ;he immediately calls the. ge- 
nius of the box to give him the RARER, of 
them :.Jemal appears... .... 

_, Obferve'thefe. figns,. fays. the Prince. ‘to him. 
akin queen. alone, fays he, can explain them 
' to us, they are figns of power; but we 
know the feymitar; it fell from the formidable 
hands -of . Kokopilefobe, in the. great. combat 

which 


< 
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which he lott againft Mahomet 5 ‘the latter tas 
fince left it to his fucceffor. “°° 

“The prince ‘of the Indies takes the rea; 
~ and" prefents” ‘it to the ‘caliphy ag the only’ gift 
worthy to be offered to the queen of the genil. 
ys Thi the mean time, the efcort, witch 9 Was to ac- 
company the conforts to the ‘palace’ of Caffaril- 
Harais, announced, by the noifeof warlike inftru- 
ments, his arrival at ‘that of the’ caliph? ‘Tt was 
compofed of two thoufand men on horfeback, 
chofett from ‘among the moft diftinguithed of the 
youth in’ ‘the ‘armies’ ‘of Maton ‘fix hundred 


hand, and their arm tae Wile a large fhield, 
followed, attending the carriage of the princef’, 
Which was drawh by fix of the moft beautiful 
@lepharits” in“ the “Indies twelve ‘ cainels “were 
- Yoaded with” the bagedge, and the eunuchs alo: 

fed'the fear. i 

G \ Simiodiftapha, midurited ' we on iy 
éd witht a arms, ‘the plates of which: raifed with 
threads of gold, ‘were enerufted with diamonds: 
The’ ‘horfe, pad” by” "Ew" grooms; “néighed 
with joy, toffitig ‘its’ protid mane.” “‘Iifetilfone 
admired the gracefulnefs of her {poufe, gently 
fitoaked: ‘the courfer; elated with” the ai 
‘Which HE Garda ehidilae ious am 
{Si6g. fodg sib ye. Usiogasovact way. 7 39 ‘eps 


weer a 


i 
Ss 


This fplendid retinue took the road to the. : 
palace; thehighways had been levelled; and there 
was no obftacle to retard their march: The de« 


pendencies of the caftle were immenfe, and af- 


forded convenient ings for all their train: 
None but Simouftapha and the princefs were 
allowed to enter the garden, The beauty which 
they found there filled them with rapture; 
but there .was a curiofity ftill more interefting 
to the princefs: It was a tree, the fatal fruit 
of which deftroyed the human race. <A fer 
pent furrounds the trunk, from which it can 
never depart; thick darknefs covers its eyes: 
A bird of an azure hue, with its head.and 
legs of the colour of gold, flutters conftantly 
around the tree, perching upon all the branch- 
es fucceffively ; it fings none, but exprefles its 
thoughts in the moft correct Arabic. 

When the bird had perceived the two con- 
forts, it ftretched out its bill. as_a fign of joy, 
and gave them the ordinary falutation: * All 
hail to the race of man; there is one God on- 
ly, and Mahomet is his prophet !” 

Tifetilfone was charmed with the _prettinefs 
of its accent, and the purity of its language ; 
the is eager to interrogate it. 

Charming bird, fays the to it, are you hap- 
py to fee us here ?—Yon are children of the 
prophet; you have entered by the good gate; 

Vor. I. Q. you 
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you muft go’ out’ by that which leads. to hea~ 
ven.—But we are going ito Ginniftan.—It’ is’a 
journey ‘which man makes" every day ‘upon 
earth:—Do you difapprove of mirie?—No; ‘be- 
eaufeyou'will bring back: my wife, and our uni- 
ted endeavours*may be able to recover our fon 
whom you have left in the palace——What! are 
you the father of the charming. bird which I 
have,* and which is fo good ?—It' mut. become 
more fo.~Why-does not: he {peak as-well as 
yourfelf ?+—Becaufe he: has not had time to 
learn; ‘and ‘becaufe' he turned his back. upon 
the light, refufing homage to the chofen ‘pro- 
phet of God.— And your wife ?—My wife is at 
Ginniftan ; ‘fhe was inquifitive, and is’ now fuf- 
fering for her: folly: We go» there. fooner 
than’ we ‘incline, and cannot return when we 

- ate willing.—Then fhe is with Setelpedour ?— 
“You are right.—Do you love Setelpedour?—I 
love every thing which ‘comes pure from: the 
hands of the Almighty: 1 thall fee Setelpedour 
“when the ‘ceafés to be 'afairy.—Is it in her 
power to ceafe to be one?—She: has -only:te 
“with it—Do Iaét-wrong in going to her ?— 
You are obeying the decree of ‘heaven without 
_ knowing it—L am: delighted, with you, my 
‘pretty bird; allow me to bring your child to - 
‘you. He \is'a fairy,.1 would |kill- him ; can 
pee fee him at a — time,: and salong 
with. 
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with isis sets fer aieitisi nner ‘therfruit 
of this tree ?-That is a womanith defire ;, it. 
was thus:that'your firft mother drew down up-_ 
on/herfélf-and:upon you the! wrath of /heaven< 
befides, ‘there -is:the appearance’ of fruit, only-s 
you would eatmothings and the:ferpent which 
you fee would»bite -your heels, fo :that. you 
would fall into-real evil, without receiving any 
enjoyment.—That then: is the tree of .know- 
ledge?—It issaifymbob of it—Where. is the 
treesof' life’?——In the garden.of the great pros | 
phet.—My prettybird, fince: you know . all 
things, tell me why the fea was'made, and the 
time -of its formation ?— The. Creator. alone 
knows all. things; the. fea was created on. the 
day when Kokopilefobe revolted and. was, pu- 
nithed$;the: rebels were employéd, in. digging 
its ‘channel.—My lovely bird, may I eat of the 
other fruits which are here ?—Go into the pa- 
vilion at the end of that walk. an entertain~ 
ment is there prepared for you: ‘It. is the-place 
where Mahomet retired to: sa his preps and. 
perform his ablutiens. oF 
~ From the whole of this eataditaietl Sieroter 
ftapha perceived with regret, thatthe amiable 
Setelpedour, ‘as queen. of “the fairiesy could not 
be agreeable to the:great prophet: ‘The love of 
religion firuggled in his meet sheng eth which 
be a ja intich aot wie: 
Gia “The 
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- The two conforts: entered: into the: pavilion 
of Mahomet, where they found all kinds ‘of 
fruit, which united beauty with the moft»ex- 
quifite flavour: When they had’ finithed their 
repaft, Simouftapha, leaving Iifetilfone in con- 
verfation with the bird, returns »to the: palace, 
to-give notice to the chief of the eunuchs, that 
he is to retire for fix days into the pavilion in 
the garden with his fpoufe, during which time 
they fhould ftand in ‘need of nothing: A mo- 
tive proceeding from devotion, is always laud- 
able; and the flave was.far from news that 
they had any other. — 

Simouftapha again joined his Ste near the 
tree; he wifhed to confult the bird about his 
rin 

He demands of it sete hie! he thail em- 
ploy the genius-of the box, or that of the 
ring ?——“* What is itfelf uncertain,” anfwers the 
wife bird, “ canvexercife here no kind of pow- 
er; and its greateft advantage would confift in 
your being a flave to it; but you have no oc 
¢afion for fuccours of that nature. ‘Take one 
of my feathers, it alone will carry you to Se- 
telpedour ; give it to my mate; it will remind 
her of me, and procure for ber the» means of 
returning hither. She muft conceal. it careful- 
ly in her tail: Every thing that»comes from 
me will afford youa thade wherever you. go. 
3 What 


‘ 
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- What‘ give you! appears: awéak -infirument - 
but there wee nisieisinithhe Jevadelol/ tip 
Creatorst! sciteritios ciuesd't hovtiad dota soit 

<The divine bird fpnéada shia? beautiful'tailja 
feather falls from! ity: which« is);transformed.in 
an -inftant into’.a commodious: and fpleridid 
chariot, in which the two-conforts: place them- 
felves, and are conveyed'to the:fteps of. Setelpes 
dour’s'throne.. She comes down with ali {peed 
to embrace them, and difmiffes -her divan, with 
which thevhadsevery reafon: tobe difcontenteds 
The genii-retire; cafting defpiteful ‘looks at the | 
conforts; the queen perceives it, and reftrains. in 
the mean time the: anger which filled. her. breatt. 
“i would feat you on my throne,: fays: fhe: to 
Simouftapha and his fpoufe, were I not;-afraid 
that you would:be:as little at~youreafe-upon it 
as 'myfelf; any fubjects: are meditating a revolt ; 

- my attachment to:you:vexes thems’ they-afcribe 
torthis all the decifions which proceed, from m 
fovereign will: If T-hinder ‘them-from turning 

-upfide down, by their outrages; ‘the earth, over 
which they «claun: the! :command.;:if:my sprue 
dence prevents temipefts:and: wars;: itis my-.love 
for Simouftapha which: hinders them: from-exe+ 

‘euting their fchemes. | Dhave:caafed Bahlitboull 
to: be:chained inxthe midft of aidefart,: and: his 

fpirit agtschere ‘in <oppofition'to my authority. 
Seer wilbarot prevents signal Aree 
aSiiy : Q 3 ing 


ing equally dear tome : Tramp going to rid my- 
felf of all the bonds whichattach*me to my fub+ 
jects 5 Iwill break them: in) pieces; they have 
been fullied) and they. ought to unite us no more. 
‘Tiong for the time which:thall join sme: clofely 
to:you 5 my’ heart has already learnt to fhake 
off every other: chain 5» but you muft affift me 

in humbling: my proud heart. Come, and re« 
vive, by your tender and unaffected careffes, 2 
foul fatigued by the diforders which furround 
- it, andi the conflidtswhich it ‘experiences. 1 
know, that -you come from Caffer-il-Harais. 

The: inchantments of this place are no compen- 

fation for the innocent: amufements which you 

have forfaken: The companion of. the bird 

which ‘you faw ‘entertains me ‘perpetually with 

the aftonifhing wonders of the garden of Cafler- 

i-Harais. “From thence; fays fhe to. me, iffued 

the flame of truth, »which enlightens the 

world. It: burns there ftill; under the moft 

diverfified. emblems. O that I could depart 

«with you this moment, and retire. to that undif- 
turbed afylam } When I talk of shapppimefs be- 

fore my. bird, the word» Cafersil-Harais is ‘al- 

ways in its mouth : But it tells me that the gar- 

-den can’ be opened to: no female. Muffulman, 
anlefs the is related to\the vicar of God upon 
earth: It is not then enough that Simouftapha 

»give mie his hand; if the generous Ilfetilfone 
does 
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does not alfo efpoufe me, knowledge, happinefs,: 
and repofe, are removed from me for évere |) 

» Could ‘I refufe; to: adopt: youfor! my! fiftes 
fays the princeis = Your: doubts rend my chearts 
you have won it 3 it belongs as: much to yow as 
‘to Simonftapha. | How happy?am (Ijin: having 
the half of myfelf to -beftow: upon youy that I 
may feel how much: oa whole: is -indebted te 
vent goodnefs.! ober 

off My -dear friend p stplies Betelpcil das 
« everything is going forward:in our favour 
but all is not-over: IT: am ftill upon the throne! 
I have neither: broken «the wand -which :ferveés 
me for a fceptre,; nor the talifman-which bhold 
of amy grandfather: Itis hére that. I auftvre+ 
fign my authority: It-is here that J: muft trams 
ple my crown:under foot :) Whatever méafurés 
T:thall refolve-upon, my act, deprived ofall the 
eclat which I mutt give. it, would overwhelm 
me: with confufion ; I thould be expofed. to the 
danger ‘of fupplying the place of Bahlifboull up- 
on the pillar, to-which I have chained him, iin 
the lower Thebais, .and Ifhould abandon).my- 
felf to the. vengeance of all my. fubdjetts.; roto? 

“ But, when I thall have. accomplifhed. this 
great defign, who will carry me from’ this dan- 
gerous abode, and: arte me ito —, 
a Ofates tars a yons orl? son a - 

nouns: eugsaas g oat it bared eid. oth That 
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+ 86 That fiiall be my eare,” faid the “princefs, 
" holding in her ‘hand the” beautiful feathers: 
This is the chariot which’ conveyed “us “hithér + 
This feather ‘was’ intrufted'to'’me by the mate’ 
of the bird, which muft beabout you, 0 wick? 
I have not yet feen.” 
~ & Tt is mdeed with mé, > fays the saath elt 
is ‘no lefs intelligent than the one you faw-at Caf- 
fer-il-Harais, whofe companion “it ‘fhallialways 
~ remain’: know not the*reafon of their fepara- 
- tionyo* Their fon, which I gave you, repaired to 
me after ‘his difobedience; Il amufe myfelf with 
his’ pratting,” which, though’ laconic, is con- 
ftantly trues Ifthe had been ignorant,’ he would 
not have refembled his family; but, although his 
knowledge’ extends tothe paft; the prefent, and 
the: future; he knows nothing more than a word’ 
ofevery thing. His: nrother' is come’ here, 
no doubt; to’ find him’ and inftfua him; for 
fhe is continually talking to: him. «I obferved 
‘their converfation, which T did not underftand: 
‘They always efidéd ‘with this anfwer, which fig- 
~nified that he did not comprehend her : Nothing; 
nothing, nothing! Hence it appears, that rebelling 
againft» wifdom «may “harden ‘the*‘underftand- 
ing! © The mother, at'laft, loft all patience: “I 
-madeé'you'a prefent of her fon, for he was necef 
fary to your defigns: She ‘was noways vexed at 
“higlabfence. Since I felt the charm which at- 
taches 


+h 
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taches me to-you, I have withed for inftruétion, 
and have requefted leffons from my divine bird.’ 


“When you fhall have ai forehead, lefs fpark+” 


“ling,” faid it, to. me 5.‘ andwhen. ]; thall 
‘© have my beautiful tail, we will clang ce He 
“ fciences.” 

“ Hence I concluded that, my crown over= 
awed her, and forced her to be-filent; and, as 
to her. tail, I had.perceived that whenever fhe 
took wing, it did not end in a point like that of 
other birds; I.found) it deficient in graceful 
nefs. "The feather which you bring may be the 
one which is wanting ; let us go and prefent it to 
her, and: endeavour to make her fpeak.” 

It may, well be fuppofed, that, notwithftand- 
ing this-long converfation, the queen. :had. fur- 
nifhed her guefts with all neceffary refrefhments 5 
there had been intervals; and all. thefe, things. 
had been difcuffed in the-hall of the divan, at. 
table, and in the gardens, which had no more 
charms. for, Setelpedour :. At, laft, the faint 
fhades. that precede the might announced its ap- 
proach, 

This.is the moment which my bird prefers, 
fays the queen; .elfewhere it avoids the dark- 
nefs ; here the day is troublefome to it; but I 
begin to comprehend its motives... The cage of 


the bird is brought in, and Lfetilfone advances. | 


~ 
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- Mypretty charmer, fays fheto it, your hufband 
hath given me this moft beautiful feather,’ that 
I might reftore it to you. Albhail to the daugh- 
ter of the prophet! fays:'the»bird': All hail ‘to: 
“the defcendant of the ambafladoriofGod ! All 
hail tothe heirefs of ‘the virtues of his repre-’ 
fentativé ‘on earth! The birds ‘of heaven are 
bound to ferve her, and my hufband has done 
“nothing but his duty.. As a'crown to a‘ queen, 
‘fo is;his beautiful feather. ‘to’ me. Having faid’ 
this, the birdtakesthold of it in: its’ bill, and’ 
fixes it in its tail, which. immediately a 
Yonger and more fparkling. 1 
Why are you not with your hhufband: P fays: 
the princefs.—Every one to-his own affairs.— 
Will ours be! foon:.accomplifhed ?+Here are 
three:jof you-—Will» you /anfwer the’ queen 
to-day, if the defires to be inftruéted ?—The 
“half of your work) only ‘is done.—Whence 
“comes our aid for the other half ?—From a- 
bove. and, below.—Will- you: inform me, “my 
wife bird, about what I thallvatk of you ?+I 
‘ewe you the truth which I know.—Your huf- 
band informed me ‘when ’the <fea\ was made, 
now at what time were the ftars formed ?—~At 
the fame period, to replace in heaven the num- 
ber-of the rebels who: had’ been driven from 
thence.—-What jis ‘that brilliant ftar which we 
fee-furrounded « by» ten Kinalica ones ?—The: 
largeft 


ae 
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largeft is Mahomet, the: others ‘are ten'diftin. -) 
guithedsprophetsss:;s00 Serreitz an aug die 

_ Setelpedour, far from being offended:at the _ 
aeiPiecas of the bird, {miled with great compla- . 
cency. Simouftapha remarked:this, and made 
bold to offer the prefent he had i i the 
feymitar of Kokopilefobe. 

«My dear prince,” fays the queen to hin 
**. when: was’ miftrefS. of »my heart,-and my 
hopes refted on myfelf; I would have given an 
empire to be: poffefled) of the formidable wea- 
pon which: you offer ; but now it is only in 
your hands that it can afford me fecurity; and’. 
it» becomes of the higheft value to me, as 
it-infures your fafety. Part not with it till 
times lefstroublefome. than thofe with which . 
‘we are threatened. .O, my charming Ilfetilfone!) 


-when fhall we three: know no other enahant 


ments except thofe of love ?” 
. The-lovers fpent three days in the moft' a 


‘wack overflowings of joy; but thefe plea- 


fant ‘moments were. difturbed by fears, the 
foundation of which was not imaginary. 

Setelpedour;. all powerful, ‘becaufe fhe reign- 
ed/over the legions of Kokopilefobe, reigned, 
however, only in his name: Her conduct was 
contraty to the: conventional: laws eftablifhed, 


and fanétioned by cuftom, in» Ginniftan: No 


perfon could command there, till he was en= 
_ tirely 
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tirely fubje&ted to Kokopilefobe or Bablifboull : 
She had, by her own authority, raifed to the 
command the Muflulman Benalab, who never 
had bowed under any yoke except that of God 
and his prophet: She reigned with fuch glory, ~ 
- dn other refpects; the fhone fo confpicuoufly 
by her other great qualities ; that the genii, in 
their eathufiafm, by giving her the title of Star — 
of the Seven Seas, compared her to the re- 
fplendent ftar of Mahomet; they faid in their 
pride, | sd Kokopilefobe is the King of kings, 
and Setelpedour is his deputy.” 
' , But the wife Benalab had fed his power 
with diferetion: She had not become enamour- 
ed of him; fhe did not admit him to all her 
entertainments, to all the fecrets of the court 
and ftate; the did not make him her matter 5 
but, in the mean time, facrificing all for Simou- 
ftapha, fhe had done what was ftill more ex- 
traordinary. — 
_ She received a woman, a. fhe was not 
fatisfied with treating as her equal, but whom 
fhe compelled on all occafions to fit on her 
right hand. And, that mortal beings might 
triumph with impunity, dhe had banifhed Bah- 
lifboull and Afmonchar, and had loaded with 
chains the moft powerful of the genii, Koko- 
pilefobe alone excepted. Thefe news had pe- 
netrated the deep caverns into which the proud 
fovereign 
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fovereign of the genii had been tumbled; ‘every 
thing was ripe for a revolution, © ‘Weal say 

* Setelpedotr was too featchfat ‘not ‘to  forefee 
and prevent it: She embraces the’ young couple, 
‘who were feized with terror’ at her’ “project ; 
« Depart,” fays he to them * return to Cal 
fer4l-Harais ; I will very foon jom you for 6- 
ver; but let Simouftapha be ready at the firk 
fignal to fly to my affiftancd; make ufe of the 
feather of the bird for your journey; and hence- 
forth renounce all fuccours which depend: on 
the power of Kokopilefobe. 

‘Simouftapha and his fpoufe return to the 
garden’ of Caffer-il-Harais, and wait with i im- 
Patience the iffue of thefe great events. , 

“They reftored the feather to the bird: « My 
wife has done her duty,” fays it to thems 
® my feather is always ‘at your fervice; hold 
yourfelf in readinefs, Simouftapha ; ; you thal 
have occafion for it prefently.” 

“The queen of the genii had too much pru- 
dence ‘not to Tay the ftorm before it fwelled to 
an exceffive height. Already the old ‘Bakbak 
‘and her ‘nephew Jazzel, benumbed with terror 
on account of fome indireét. threats imprident- 
ly uttered ‘againit’ them, had { fled to her for 
protédtion : Setelpedour | fees that the has. not a 
moment to lofe. tad {aig 
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The day after the conforts left-her, fhe con- 
voked a general council;:and. difpatched Jazzel 
pon another feather petit tener awith ees: bil- 
let for’Simouftapha ::: isftuoa 

‘is. Dear prince; | fetal re ate in sah Seite 
“carriage which: [have fent you, bring the 
Koran and the: fabre of ‘your: grandfather : 
«You may conjecture’ my. {cheme; and my 
«t condu& willi fally explain it to -you. | Our 
«dear Tifetilfone may wait for us near the tree 
«* “hich ‘fhe’ mentioned) tome; the wife bird 
«¢ avill not ‘allow her'to he overcomie oy —. 
st lefs fearss” - e's 

Sitnoiittaphes by had too. sitll a inind to. ehelie 
tate 4 moment: He takes the divine book) he 
arms® himfelf ‘with’ the’ Gdecntidat 1d stigenitar's 
and; , if the fairy-feather had not conveyed him 

fo'rapidly, he would have been able” to arrive 
at Ginniftan on the wings’ of love. 

The divan is affembled:  Setelpedour af 
cends*the throne: ‘The reftlefs genii eagerly 
obferve her coutitenarice; and are aftonifhed ‘at 
her ‘firmnefs' “Bhe' fpeaks’ in thefe terms) 000. 

“'"& TRpow that my ‘conduét 4s: blamed, and 
that plots : are foritied” ‘again me? It shas been 
in my ‘power ‘openly to iMfi& very fevere pu- 
nifliments ; but I difdain all black fecrecy..! If 
it appears “hailing to iy fubjeGts tor obey 


my’ will, ‘it is no lefs {to me to be fubjected 
to 
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“to laws, -theriwifdom: of which sB -cannot. per~ 


ceive; and I had rather live the flave-of ‘truth, 
than: reign *by'falfehood ovén-¢orrupted -fub- 
jeéts.”” Simouftapha then -appeared, “to. the 
great aftonithment of the) affembly;~Sh¢ calls 
him, and places him by:her fidesin sosirss © 
Come andiafift me,” : fays fhe to him. with 
a firmer tone, to hold: the daft council, at which. 
L with. ever ito \prefide, and) youy rebels !. at- 
tend 3:1 mean-not to. reproach, you with, rifing 
againft mes youhave only followed the. incli- 
nations of your hearts; but, in order that I may 
forget your rebellions, abjure with me_the 


‘powers weihold of _Kokopilefobe; let. us »re- 


nouncesthe: crimes’ of. my. grandfather, and 
thofe which he made us“ commit upon; the. fa- 
tality of the lot, which hurried us, into:them ; 
and fwear, as I do, upon the. divine Koran, 
that you will be the flaves. of God, and. ah his 
great. prophet: Mahomet !” : 

» olf the cloud. which simpisins the Shunde had 
butt inthe midft- of the divan, it would have 
produced. lefs. fenfible.effef&ts than) the .unex- 


pected: -difcourfe ,of ;Setelpedour : Terror fat 


pends. their fpeech; flaming fulphur iffues.from 
every. quarters and this infected odour. filled the 
hall... Ona fadden a frightful noife is. ‘heard : 
It is occafioned: by the, arrival of Bahlifboull, 
Sordut 96 eli: gS) SiS) a re: ing whe 
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who had been delved’ from his chains by Ko- 
‘kopilefobe himfelf. Sites 
“This formidable -genitis, ‘covered with burn- 
ing ‘armour, of frightful fatu¥e, and hideous 
_afpect, entered. precipitately,” and! ‘attempted to 
ftrike down Setetpedour with his lance’ of fire ; 
---Simouftapha draws his {eymiitar, and parries 
the fatal blow: “The light which darted from 
the © brilliant: ‘weapon of the Indian = prince: 
blinds‘ a montént “his adverfary, and his ac- 
complices ; ‘and they all: appear thunderftruck. 
“Horrid darknefs inftantly overfpreads Ginnif- 
tan: The fun had’never enlightened ‘that de- 
teftable country ; the light which had’ hitherto. 
fupplied it’ was’ the’ effect of ‘a’ continual ‘en- 
ehantment, the: ‘charm of which was in the 
crown which Setelpedour had jut feomh ri un- 
der her MGR BA YOR 
~~ Simouftapha | and Setelpedour, | with wary 
Hepa traverfe the darknefs: They arrive at the 
apartment of the bird of paradife, whofe fpark- 
ling head enlightened all around: Every time 
he moved’ its or" iyi oe amelie et it = a 
new laftre:® ft bed sigsiigon 
> Let ‘us begone} “my dear’ maiftvefa,? re the 
pretty” bird, “ all’ my feathers’ are at your fer- 
vices but ‘take dlong with you the old Bakbak 
and hér nephew ; “they-are both benumbed with 
bc: ah sianen ah not aaa ‘told’ them ‘to take’ re- 
fuge 
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fig under my cage ; but they have been well. - 
advifed.” 2 

- Bakbak and Jazzel had fallen into a fireiber: 
They are tied on the fore part of the chariot, 
formed of the feathers of the bird;.and our 
loyers, delivered: from every danger, fet out 
for Caffler-il-Harais. 

. The fairy-feather which had icaddpertes Sin 
mouftapha goes off toinform Ilfetilfone: It 
accofts this young princefs in the. fhape of 
a white pigeon; perches on her fhoulder, 
and fays to her: ‘* Madam, Simouftapha and. 
Setelpedour: are juft arrived; but you cannot 
receive the queen in the garden; fhe is not yet 
permitted to enter it; come and wait upon her 
im the great faloon of the palace.” 

_ The princefs flies thither ; the bird. Silqwe: 
The three lovers embrace each other, their 
tranfports are boundlefs; and the profpec&t. of 
aa union, which, no: obftacle. fhall be able .to: 
thwart, appears to raife them to the fummit of 
happinefs.. : 

_ Another feene- of. vauitate “ie. upon. a 
itand on which Simouftapha had laid. the Ko- 
ran: ‘The two: birds. had. both, left their cage; 
and, having endeavoured: to get before. each 
other, refted on the edges of the facred book. 
When. they. had. refpeCtfully. faluted. it, ‘with 
ee: bill and. their .wings, they mutually. ca-: 
: R 3 cae 
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réfled’one another’ in bias moft bear rina 
manner. : 

On a fudden, the little bird: which Sines 
dour’ had given:to’ the! caliph’s daughter, and 
which remained ‘conftantly in the: caftle, be- 
caufe it could not be admitted info:the garden, 
runs up, and, without-daring to! reft on the 
Koran,: waits till its parents invite’ it to ap~ 
proach) They affift it in mounting; they ca- 
refs it's) and the ‘little’ animal cries: out: in» its 
own language; as-yet unfortunately too agi 
ted; © Lined Triiet Only true Peso 

For the firtt time it was heard to utter two 
words fucceffively. ‘The curfe pronounced up-. 
on it was taken off: Inftruéted by its parents, 
and become faithful like ‘themfelves,» it was 


| going ‘to enjoy all-the" privileges of ‘the birds of 


paradife. his‘ little interefting feene agreea- 


bly arrefted the'attention of the lovers; but it 


was now time to Senne about their — 
éoncerns. x, 

~/$etelpedour yelawes to Iifetilfone the hate af 
her abdication,’ and the valour of the hero who. 
had defended her againft the threats of the hi- 
deous Bablifboull "Fhe recolleétion of this 
feene gives new animation to her countenance 3 

and fhe appears irradiated with glory. 
\Tetilfone, withes'to perfuade her new coms 
panion to partake with her in the pleafures of _ 
the 





ARABIAN ‘TADESs BOG 


the garden of the palace.“ My dear princefsy”, 
replies Setelpedour, “ neither you nor, Simou~ 
ftapha ‘ear of yourfelves open the gates of that 
delightful abode ; even: the: wife:.of Simoufta-. - 
pha cannot enter it, til the vicar.of.God upon, 
earth, the great caliph Haroun-Alrafchid, by. 
adopting her for his. daughter,,fhall -allow her: 
to be admitted to all its. privileges... I owe toi 
Simouftapha ths happinefs of ‘being a Mufful- 
man to you it belongs to. direct the means by 
which fhe, who was queen among idols, may 
attain that perfect. converfion. which. fhall. ren- 
der-sher for ever the flave of God, and the a- 
poftle of the deftroyer of idols. I will. medi- 
tate on the holy book from which I have hi- 
therto turned away my eyes ; the) angelic voice 
of the birds of paradife fhall be my interpreters. 
' Gos and. revifit parents whofe happinefs de- 
pends upon you; children, who. ftretch .out 
their arms to embrace you; and who from. 
you alfo muft derive their happinefs: Speak of 
me to the caliph; tell, him that. Setelpedour 
languifhes, as/a vine. detached from the, elm, tilk 
the become the fpoufe of Simouftapha; that 
_ the prince of the Indies can only efpoufe her 
who is publicly declared the daughter of. the 
commander of the. faithful; but in vain will 
anasto with, me ee he will always 
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_ be inferior in virtue and in charms to the ami- 

able Ilfetilfone. 

- Great queen,” anfwered. the princefs, & I 

throw myfelf at your feet. enc Tam no longer 

~ queen,” fays Setelpedour, raifing, her; my 

throne from henceforth is in your. heart, and in 

that of Simouftapha.” 'Thefe declarations were 
fealed by the.moft tender carefles among the 

three lovers; and if they appeared to abate, 
the youngeft of the birds. cried, Encore! Excore!. 

Encore! 

. At laft Simouftapha and Iifetilfone fet out 
fap Bagdad with the fame retinue. as before : 
They return to the palace, where they are 
- anxious to entertain Haroun and Zobeida with 
the relation of the wonders. they had feen, and. 
the emotions they had felt. 

_ The generous princefs perlocties her. father 
to, adopt Setelpedour for his daughter, in order 
that fhe may become. the fpoufe of Simoufta- 
pha: To Zobeida her daughter’s conduct. ap-, 
_ pears highly inconfi derate ; fhe appears volun- 
tarily to folicit a rival: “ Ah! Madam,” fays 
Iifetilfone to her, “ the woman who loves Si- 
mouftapha as I do, can never be my rival, fhe 
can only affift me in promoting his happinefs.” 

The caliph, better inftruéted than Zobeida; 
fully comprehends the reafons of his daughter + 
he ‘had, Beh the higheft efteem for the - 

character 


saantiw thts | ae 
character of Setelpedour ; and every thing des 
termines him to undertake a journey ed 
il-Harais, ‘whenever the affairs: of flate® fhall, 
permit. 

In the’ mean ‘Hind, seshipalicut begins ares 
form which was néceffary to enable her,to em- 
brace the law of the divine ‘prophet : She en- 
deavours to get herfelf inftruéted in new prin- 
ciples, of which “fhe was ignorant : She curbg 
her proud imperious mind, already become: ge- 
nerous and beneficent : Sheis in queft of a vir- 
tue more fimple and more pure, which rejects 
every interefted motive, which banithes felf- 
love, the bane of fociety ; that virtue is chari- 
rity: It extends to every object, and difplays 
itfelf by'évery fort of means ; it often happens 


_ _ that we have no occafion to open our hand ta 


give a great deal. 

Setelpedour had withdrawn Bakbal: ‘abl her 
nephew Jazzel from the wrath of the genii 5 
but what will become of them, ftrangers upon 
the earth, ‘banifhed from Ginniftan, and 
thurft ont of heaven? She undertakes to put 
them under the fame protection to which fhe 
had committed herfelf : The old’ woman obferves 
the queen conftantly employed in reading : «+ Is 
it the Koran that you read, madam ?—Yes, 
Bakbak, | and I with you were able to read it al- 
fo: Have you ‘any defire to know the truth it 


contains, 
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contains, and, together with your nephew}"'to 
obey them ?—No perfon doves’ the truth more 
than Ido; I got imyfelf-a “bad character by 
fearching for it everywhere,’ and telling ‘it 
morning and night: I never fuffered my verity 
tobevcalled’ in “queftions | Tt is true, that, in 
what they call'truth, a great deal may be faid on 
both fides;: but you have only to tell both fides 
of the matter; and, in that cafe, every thing is 
faid.-Can’ ‘you read, Bakbak >Yes, wiadam, 
, provided the writing be ‘not too fall.” “She 
at the fame’ time ‘cafts' her eyes on the firft 
page. MONG SO AISE te De ae i¥ : re | ‘od IRIS 
~ You muft know, that at’ Ginniftan they-de-" 
parted very much from the original lan guage * 
Vhey fpoke'a fort’ of broken Arabic, and you. 
may: imagine that the diale& of the old woman 
was not very pure. Setelpedour condefcended to 
-maké her fpell’ all the letters ‘of ‘the firft line : 
“« There is one God only, and Mahomet is his’ 
When Bakbak had repeated thefe words a’ 
fufficient numiber of times,'« Ah! that is pretty,” 
cried fhe, “they‘thall hear mé fpeak; I will make 
a noife, T anfwer for “it.: Below, in the’ anti- 
chamber, there are two'knaves, the genii of the’ 
box and of'the ring; lazy drones, who are ale 
ways fitting with their arms ‘acrofs, and have 
never laid a finger on a book: Ah! I will dit 
courte 
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tourfe to them about it.-Let:us fee 3.-we will 
laugh together.--Tere is onfe-—-Oh! that’s finely 
faid.— There is. one Godj-—that’s well | ‘enéught 
I will-not leave them: the, wna le day; till I have 
made,them read with me.” . Setelpedour: fmiled 
at the:odd zeal: of the. gnome, who’, saneivs 
ately goes down to the antichambers) yo 0s0 
_ Come hither. !.. come’ hither,’ mifcreants? 
who love the demons only, becaufe, you are twe 
of them! . Here’s|a book, which -has_ been ‘giz 
vem me by our fo great, fo good, fo fweet, andy 
at the fame time, fo formidable queen, that alk 
the genii were aftonifhed at her, and overwhel« 
med with darknefs in.broad day : See how it is 
written! . The pen -was.taken from the wing of’ 
an angel! you ‘could never have furnifhed the’ 
like, ye bats that ye are! and that ink is: made 
with a liquor from the eye of the raven which 
went firft out. of Noah’s ark; but'all that is no- 
thing;. you muft read like me, »word for, word,’ 
what is written :-—-There is only~-There ts oneGod;' 
who is-—-one God only-—-and Mahomet is---only a pro- 
phet.. What. have sye:to fay that, .ye, wretches ? 
You.never did. any. good action, and you will. 


-continue in your old tricks ; yet. you mutt con- 


fider, what is to happen.at laft ;..for,.as.the 
book.fays, 37. Lhere.is but one. Gets ag one Mas’ 


lao emote: ee 
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Jemal, overwhelmed. with his fad fituation, and 
his want of employment, which was the confes 
quence « of the abdication. of his fovereign, ‘far 
from giving a direct. spleens to the old wo- 
man, You are much bro ake, Bak 
came, here, and you did \ very “i, to. forget your 
falfe teeth. . 
ee broke ! is aatwened the, “« what does that 
_wry-faced fpindle-thanks mean? It ill befits 
_, thee . to {peak of falfe teeth ; every. thing, is 

falfe ‘about | thee, ‘even, thy 1 face. "Fake care, 
for if J I give thee one good curfe, thou fhalt 
again be changed into Ranfrack, and continue 
thy evil ways; but confider that thou oughteft 

“one day to leave them off, becaufe, « if God is a 
“ God, Mahomet _ is his Prophet.” ‘Bakbak 
carries back the book. 
Well! fays Setelpedour, Fg you wrought 

a converfion ?—Oh! ‘Madam, anfwers the old 
woman, one cannot. make thefe rogues hear 
reafon : In vain did ‘y ‘Yepeat, “that there is 
- ieee rene ophet, and one : Mahomet, who is 
old, Bakbak, 3 you make the Ko- 
“alae rave: ere is one God only, and Ma- 
bis. homet is ie | prophet.” ; 

This converfation 1 was ‘interrupted by an in- 
terefiing vii 2 Ie was: the charming Simoufta 

pha n punted on “his -courfer. He had. left 

aed 








in the morning, ‘and nobody. could 
follow 
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follow him; be finds Setelpedour with her 
book pore iy birds: She learns with a fatit 
faction, to which the bluth on. her cheek Dears 
witnefS, that the caliph defigns to acknowledge 
her as his. daughter, Ilfetilfone as her fifter, 
and both as the fpoufe of the bearer of fuch:a- 
greeable intelligence; in fhort, that Haroun 
would immediately come in perfon to ‘confe- 
crate an alliance which occafioned fo much j joy: 

They interrogate the birds, to know if-any 
thing would crofs this marriage: The bird of 


- Setelpedour anfwers, that every thing in Gin- 


niftan favoured it; the bird of the tree faid, 
that this fuccefs would make amends for its be- 
ing fo long deprived of its mate; and their 


“child (which now fpoke with great facility) de- 


clared, that. a marriage which procured happi- 
nefs to it muft be fortunate: The lovers made 


them repeat a thoufand times thefe prefages. 


- Jt was at length neceflary for Simouftapha 
to leave the caftle of Caffer-il-Harais ; duty and 
love recal him to Bagdad, where he paffes an- 
other month before the completion of the with- 
es of Setelpedour. é 

The defired event at laft takes place: The 
caliph, his fpoufe, and their daughter, fet out 
for the caftle, in the midit of four thoufand 
knights, and twenty thoufand troopers, prece- 
ded by military inftruments, and all the pomp 
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neceffary for the'defign which was, the objec 
of their journey. The firft morning they fet 
out,” Simouftapha® féparated | himfelf from the 
cavalcade,’ ‘fo’ inform: Setelpedour:of the vifit 
fhe was ‘about to réceive: "This beautiful queen 
meets the ‘carriages in the firft court of the 
caftlé, and is’ obliged to’ receive | the -homage 
which 'fhe.is unable ‘to prevent. | Her beauty 
aftontifhes the caliph, alarms Zobeida, captivates 
Tifetilfone and: ‘Simouftapha,' and is admired by 
the — court of ee commander of the faith- 
ful." ail \ 
We sian not dwell” upon i ceremonial of 
their magnificent reception’; the expences were 
defrayed from the treafures of the caliph; and 
the fruits of the garden furnifhed all the  deli- 
cacies. Neither fhall we infift’ on the ceremo- 
nies of the mufti, anid the delays of the law- 
yers : Nor even 'deferibe’ the ‘pleafures of a 
marriage, ‘which for the firft time united three 
hearts to one another. We fhall omit: all re- 
fleétions on’ the’ mutual happinefs of the caliph’s 
family, of the Indian ‘ptince;*and at the caftle 
. of Caffer-il-Harais 5 ; for we have> been fo hur- 
ried on by the immenfe: {paces which ‘it was ne-* 
ceflary to traverfe, by the variety and the mul-- 
titude ‘of events, that we ‘have loft fight of 
time, which ought ‘to ‘regulate all our details. 


Let us purfe sia! on‘which it leaves fo fen= 
fible 
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fible ‘marks, that it is impofiible, for us to, mit 
take’ its courfe.\ Shut ds YSt HOF “Se $46 

> The beard of Haroun-Alrafchid, was, become 
infinitely more venerable ;. the, fame. fire; ani- 
mates his looks ;: bat deep,wrinkles, furrow his 
auguft brow. He had for.ten years. difconti- 
nued his nightly circuits in Bagdad, which ;was 
attended. with fo great advantages in detecting 
the conduct of his\minifters, and,watching over . 


- the! happinefs of the Muflulmans,, But,. while 


he perceives the angel,of death advancing with 
too rapid ftrides*towards him, he fees himfelf 
live anew in his ‘moft, amiable offspring. |, His 
grandfon Haroun-Ben-Alrafchid. joins to the 
age of ten years all the perfections which have 

attracted our admiration in, the prince. of the 
Indies and. his: fpoufe.... Other defcendants no | 
lefs interefting comfort his, old. age. He fees 
himfelf revive by the fortunate. birth of the fon 
of his’ adopted daughter,. a, little, ircautiaghs 


as beautiful: as his father... 


But happinefs is not. the, lot ‘ae every. eens ; 
that of the Indian. prince,, far from: partaking 
in. the enjoyments of. the. caliph, thought him- 
felf unfortunate ; - and bis ow fhared in his 


> Beeckrei3 years. had aie ‘dapfed fince they 


pe beloved fon, .who was, their only 


eee iirepP for them, howweyer, the rofe-bu! fh, 
8 2. ~ which 
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which was left them by Benalab, had not ‘de- 
cayed. It flourifhed more and ‘more, and 
orew every day more beautiful. ‘They had 
bina thenifelves. with ‘contemplating this 

thiub, ‘the pledge of their fon’s-profperity, and 
were’ every moment’ in anxious’ gk apron of 
feeiig’ him again. ~~ 

Simouftapha, ‘in ‘order to conceal his firft 
projects, the fuccefs of which’ was extremely 
doubtful, ‘endeavoured to'Keep them ignorant 
of his” ‘fi : adventures, from which he was un- 
willing’ to be diverted.’ When thefe had fuc- 
ceeded to his withés, he delayed to inform 
them till next day; but, afhamed’ of a delay 
which appeared to him incapable of excufe, he 
continued in this feprehenfible filence. How 
dangerous i is it to delay till to-morrow ! y 
“Mean while ani ‘era arrived, when the filence 
of Simouftapha became extremely affli@ting to 
his family. The moment that Setelpedour fub- 
mitted to the law of the great prophet, and en= 
tirely abjured that of Kokopilefobe, all the en- 
chantments which’ fhe’ had performed, and 
which had been performed in her name, were | 
deftroyed : The “beautiful rofe-buth of the In- 
dian king withered ; mourning and defolation 
reigned ix in the perc’ bias death was, about ‘to 
follow. © eo 





the Wide of parade, ee et 
garden faid. to, his mate,..< beer lipatia a 
apartment, which i is occupied, aby the, Princefl 
and get for me a very finall , vial, which you 
maui fill with. river-water. from the bafon. in the 
garden ;,and then ie, itto my neck. ‘with a finall 
raha 1. am..going, to Indias, and our ‘fon 
mutt -accompany me 5 and if any one fhouldafkk 
_ where we.are, you mutt fay, that Ihave taken 
my fon up to the tree for the purpofe of in- 
ftruéting, him,” _ ‘The Beg little female did as 
€ was, ordered. 
gid The birds flew away pith great, eae 
And the yparents of, Simouftapha, awhen, they 
arofe,, found. the rofe-buth revived, and much 
se beautiful shan. ever, A new, fialk, Anat 
sor the two branches. “united, aun; z ‘fo, that r 
was impoffible to, determine which of them. af 
forded, nourithment to, the, beautiful. Honnsrs 
with which, they were loadede oo) i.o§ cyidy 
.» The hopes of the king and queen; of the Indies 
iounediately revived at this prodigy ;,, they, fent 
for the; .aftrologers, and required, 4 of. then BAe 
explanation of the phenomenon of the fadden 
death and r reanimation of the rofe-bufh. The 
S 3 Aearned 
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learned ‘confidently affirmed, that’ the prince’s 
life had been in the greateft danger, but that 
it had? been’ happily protected; all ‘the rofes 
with which’ ‘the buth was’ loadéd were’ the vir= 
ties he had acquired, and the: fciences by which 
hie was: adorned ; for ‘one virtue begets another ;, 
and thefe happy acquifitions were all corineéted. 
Such was thei interpretation of the double ftalk; 
it was ‘mpoffible to know ‘to'which of all ‘his 
exéellént qualities the ‘happy’ fruits- which’ they 
produced were to’be afcribed.” wo 

“ All thefe explanations; as ceo as er ap- 
peared to be juft, agreed perfectly with the 
firft’obfervation which had been’ made at the 
birth of the great prince Simouftapha, who was 
“one day to become the’ accomplifhed” pattern of 
the’ fovercigns of the earth. ’ How confolatory 
was this myfterious emblém’ of the’ rofe-buth ! 

But, ah ’ how much did the reality exceed this 
Hi figurative: reprefentation | 

“The Indian king and his ‘fpoufé, wearied 
_ with fending meflengers i into the four quarters 
of the world’ in “fearch of ‘their for, without 
Tuccefs,” determined’ at Tength to go it queft of 
him themfelves 3 and’ being now convinced. 
that he exifted in fome® part of the inhabited 
world, ‘determined to undertake’ a voyage. 9 

“Should any one be- difpofed to cenfure- the 
very extraordinary” ‘filence® ‘of Simonftapha’ to- 
: wards 
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wards a family that: ought seine been c r to 
“him, .and to.complain of. the obftinate deftiny 
which thwarted every attempt to difcover him ; 
it may be remarked, that, if, theIndian, prince 

had difcovered ‘himfelf, foonery, he» d have 
been recalled into, his father’s f tatorely at. the 
time of his’ marriage with, Iifetilfone ; ; that See 
telpedour, worthy. of a better fate, would have 
continued the queen of the. frightful Ginniftan; 
and that we are;here led to admire. that foyes 
reign wifdom, which;, by means. of the blind 
conduct of mortals, accomplithes its important 
purpofes. 

-Profperity and ceils continued to sired | 
at. Bagdad and Caffer-il-Harais : And. the. wife 
‘Zobeida,. thinking her.daughter much happier 
dince fhe fhared with,.Setelpedour the heart of 
Simouttapha, at, length agreed, that, from a 
‘man’s union with two wives, 2 very great ad- 
vantage might refult to all the. three, provided 
one.of the. women had the gift of enchant- 
ment,, 

_ + A rumour wy war pions feparated this charm- 
ing party. .. They wrote, from. Baflora, that a 
numerous fleet threatened the coaft. with an in- 
-vadion’;,,and the caliph, prefuming’ that the m- 
fidels were, coming. to. revenge their defeat be- 
fore. Damafcus, . ordered. levies to be made 
veennee wibolr, empire, Two. hundred 
thoufand 7 
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thoufand, men muft march to the relief of . Baf- : 
fora, and the citfes. which may, b be. attacked 5 “of 
which. Sumy Simouftapha_ was to, have the com= 
mand. 
i The. troops, aflembled, - ae shelr, march, 
and foon arrived at, Baffora ; fortif 
erected, on. every. place, where the enemy could 
attempt a, defcent 5 _the courfe of the fleet was. 
watched 5 and the winds feemed to favour ‘its” 
approach to. the. land, and. it “might come to an. 
anchor, in the, road « of Baflora., ‘The fize of the 
veflels of which it, was compofed gave | ita for- 
midable appearance ; yet it had not committed 
any, act of, hoftility ; 3; the fifhermen who, “were 
employed: ata little diftance from. it had not 
been. difturbed ; and it was very clear, ‘that it 
had not, been, fitted out by. the infidels : At 
length. it fet up } ‘the Indian flag. z 
_ At this fignal,, the heart of Simouftapha was 
greatly moyed : A boat left the largeft of the 
fhips, and. rowed ‘towards land. Simoufta- 
pha ¥ went on board. one. of his. own, | with the, 
young. -Haroun,. his fon, and fet off to meet the — 
Indian boat. When they, were. within hearing, 
ap. Indian officer who. was on, board afked per- 
miffion, to land, at, Baffora 5 he told that the mo- 
narch of thelndlies was on board: one of the veflels, 
: feeking every. where for his fon Simouftapha, and 
‘ hae as he. purfued t his fearch,, he, withed to pay. 
“homage 








ornrori 
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homage to his friend and ally the” caliph’ ‘Hae 
roun Alrafchid ; he told alfo ‘that the fpoufe 
of the Indian king had ‘en sarked along with 
him. sig 
Simouftapha hati olin to refrain his tears 
of joy. Return to the veflel,” faid he to 
the officer; “I ha go on board your boat and — 
accompany you.” At the farhe time, he order= 

ed his fon inftantly to get réady the’ caliph’s 
boat, and caufe it to be joined by all that were 
in the harbour; he then went into the Indian 
boat, and was carried to the fhip abi which it 
had come. 
‘At this moment the Indian king was obfer- 
ving from the deck what paffed in this inter+ 
view betwixt the two boats. He had feen ¢ 
mariner, in fplendid armour, enter the boat 
which returned, and ordered people to be pla- 
ced on the ladders to affift him coming on 
board, and he himfelf waited for him on the deck. 
Simouftapha immediately threw himfelf at his 
father’s feet, without being difcovered by him, 
and bathed them with his tears. The mo- 
narch, aftonifhed at that remarkable ho- 
mage, in a ftrange country, raiféd the man 
who had thus proftrated himfelf. “A flood of 
tears concealed from him’ features’ Which were 
deeply engraved on his memory and ‘his heart ; 
& they voice of nature was heard; and his fenfés 
being 
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being weakened by the ‘Rurpae; he reeled againft 
the’ maft of the Nediehs a cisegeei 4 Iti is une 
fon!” ed Cit. SR eri 
This’ acai anid aes ctat which had 

happened; “quickly” ‘broughit® the: ‘queen, who 
mingled cher teat’ and émibraces in’ the arms of 
her’ fon and “her hufband 3 and’ they all ‘three 
enjoyed the’ fweetett feniatoit of nature. Thefe 
delightful ‘fedlings were kindled | anew “by” ‘the 
fight ‘of’ the tender fhoot, | who foon “after ar- 
rived." The young | ‘and charining "Haroun, in 
complete armout; ‘at the dge’of eléven, ‘and u- . 
niting grace with innocence, was led on board 
by the moft’ confiderable knights in the Maho- 
metan' dimy, ‘and found himfelf in the arms of 
parents’ whom’ Simouftapha had fo ‘often men- 
~ tioned. "The joy of this “happy’ family will ad- 
. mit of no defcription. ‘The Indian king land- 
ed at’ Baffora ; “the ‘¢aliph was’ freed from un- 
“eafinefs refpecting the “fleet sand» the hope’ of 
feeing his ancient’ friend: fhed a gleam of joy 
over’ his declining days.’ ‘Thefe:important news 
~ reached Caffer-il-Harais, ‘and ‘happinefs was com 
miunicated from the heart’ of the princefles. to 
that of: their! children’; ‘even the birds appear- 
ed to ose th ligist? on juss fhared in the 
generalljoyJinsi owt. ot Je 

‘Dhe-caliph’s sowie babe, aide which 
5 eens: the Indian‘king ‘remained at Baf 


fora 3 


oa 


Toms Rhea eno caeanes. © be Pig Ne 
aa 
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fora, He himfelf marched to Bagdad, conduc» 
ted by» Simouftapha, who, attended by four, 
thoufand knights, and the caliph, came out to 
meet them with, the moft. magnificent retinue 5 

and _thefe affectionate friends. were again united. 

Bagdad had affumed a new appearance, : and the 
Indian monarch entered it under a long faccef- 
fion of triumphal arches... The caliph had dif 
played all his power to. give a ‘fuitable, recep- 
tion to his friend and ally,;, The moft. fplendid. 
ceremonies were confecrated by the moft folemn 
acts of religion, and were crowned by public re- 
joicings... 

Fhere yet remained to the king and queen “f, 
the Indies a very interefting journey. It.was that 
to Cafler-il-Harais, where the :two.,princefles, 
Simouftapha’s wives, and their charming fami. 





ly refided. 
The caliph immediately ota Seiad 
for this journey, which were in. no. refpect in- 


ferior to thofe which: Bagdad jut beheld, ‘The 
princefles had. been informed of, their, intention; 
and the banner of the.caliph.and of )the Indian 
king were even feen f{treaming in.the air.. Mef- 
fengers had gone before the, advanced, guard : 
They at length arrived ;.and,~ in. the tranfports 


_of mutual affection, thefe two families felt the 


moftiagreeable emotionsiof Nature ; The queen - 
Indies, then, recognifed. all, the flows. 


ers 


said —-s SRABLANUTALES. 





ith seta them,. and afeionstely pre 
fing them. to her bofom,.s9-0)- 8.20). te 
iota iain eee entered. the 


* 


sreneieeieep Siero se Po cnauiti 












ca shevalahed fora “moment on the 
d to se tbevmnapbnabanye: 





delighted the. eyes 20 if ‘our, lovers wandered 
in thefe. delightful groves, it was, only to hare 
their tranfports,, by talking of them. fhe Ate, 
Raisepeig ei sire ndian king.to. - 













mutt go = with him; and, to “compenfate 
— lofs, the caliphe- detained. the young Ha- 

hid, ¢he married to an 
~ aniciemalieaeidl the fons whom the 
commander, of the wee had bats one rip 


ADU 
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Simouftapha, Ilfetilf ; 
iednelnecat: caieyy ctainaglamretiaben 
took leave of the young Haroun. Heattended 
his relations to the fhiore of the fea, “andy afte? 
embracing them, * Raifé'an army,” faid he to 
his father ; I will afk one from the caliphy 
and, with thefe united; we will vanquifh and 
bring back to ourfelves all the infidels ; I will 
have the pleafure of feeing you again, and will 
_ Bring along with ime my little Yalide ; we wilt 
behold and embrace one another; F will ea 
refs my mother and aby Gets; and’ we wil ail 
be Bappy:” 

“he Hct hil ready left the fei’ of Balfora; 
atid was in full fail for the Indian fhores; where 
chéy arrived, after a profperous voyage, aiid 
completed the happinefs of the people: Sete: 
pedour found there a happinefy and peace; te 
which afl the crowns of Ginniftati were not 
worthy to be compared ; and “Simouftapha tes 
ceived, at length, the reward of thofe virtues 
which the Perfian oataaes had oe in 


his heart. 
sanidabtiesaca navies iaes 
Simouftapha, ftopped fora moment. Is this 
the whole hiftory ?”—It has interefted me very 
“Vou. Il. 7 gnuch, _ 
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much, particularly on account of the birds: } 
am extremely forry that they did not all three 
fet,out for India. They would have contribu- 
téd, in a confiderable degree, to preferve the’ 
peace of the family. ‘Could I enjoy my with, 
I would be waftly pleafed to have one. of thefe 
birds. You. have (for I forgot. nothing) told 
me of a fifherman, who wifhed to throw nets of 
fill into. the v water 3 ; but I would willingly hunt 
thefe birds with | nets of the feed of pearls.. 
ae ‘This fancy would prove extremely dange- 
Tous, ‘Oh ! my magnanimous fultan,” replied 
Scheherazade; 3, the birds of paradife : are not, ta- 
ken in {nares like thefe; you might catch, thofe 
of Ginniftan, which would appear to you e- 
qually beautiful, - but. which within, as. well, as 
without, ; are perfidious and falfe. As days is not 
yet near, I could relate to your. highnefs. a very 
tragical, and pretty fhort ftory, that would make 
you diftruft any conneétion with thefe wonder- 
ful birds: It is that of Alibengiad, fultan of Hi- 
rak.”—« Twill hear it with pleafure,” replied 
the fultan,, Ang Shenae may, PRs : 


mr. : I 
Nees wh bh cigs a Ns A h8 
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the folle Birds of Pera me Hp abies 
miblactt, faltan of ‘Hira 2h a One’ of the 
defcendants of “AG, was at’ War with the caliph 
Moavie. “He ‘thought t to Taya 1 fare’ for the ca- 
liph, by drawing: ‘him ‘into a narrow pafs, be- 
twixt fome: heights, 0 of which he had. made him- 
felf m after. “Moavie made his army march 
flowly, and fo as to make the enem believe 
that he was ‘under: no ‘fafpicion of the ratagem 
they had’ employed. againft him. But Aliben- 
giad was ‘foon defeated, his any: cut in in pieces, 


a fort 1 upon the Aggiala, a few, ante ‘diftant 
from Caifer-il-Harais. | ots 

“This prifoner, a man of 2. ferocious lpn 
tion, had, during his reign, ‘rendered h many uns 
happy, al was Pg NOE ‘to. bear his. ‘own 
misfortunes. “He patted” continually, from ‘an 
unmanly dejeétion, to ‘tranfports which l border- 
ed on-madnefs. 

His whole fociety was an eunuch, of fifteen 
years of age, who was fhut up with him; and 
he paffed his time in prattling with this young 
man, no lef§ fimple than ignorant. He expref 
. fed to him his aftonifhment, that a man like 

T 2 Moavie, 
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Moavie, :who fpent his.time:in devotion; could 
fuddeénly ‘adopt duch méafures;:in \every conflict, 
as difconcerted his enemies; and) know before- 
hand their. defignsy s*eabotAppearing tc ta have 
examined them.» we oW saoeleq.: 

enti Oar caliph;”. faid thé: shin aiee sa no 
need of fo many pies, nor of fo much atten 
proaches, he mounts ‘his: camel, . taking ‘with: 
him-a.fupply-of provifions ; ‘‘his‘bitd of paradife 
goes before, and points ont: the: weak: parts of 
the; fenciniyy their ftratagenis,: and their =ires * 
fources.”-W hat bird sis that?” {aid Alibengiad. 
“Have you never heard,”! replied the eunuch,: 
‘Sy of the: birds which are in the gardens of Caf- 
4-5 taaingtmpteieetfenie: ithis? | Mahomet. 
byought-a breed of. them to: this cattle; they ne~. 
never: go: out but»in: the fervice of a prophet. 
They are, often talked of at the palace; for the 
women have feen them. « ‘Phefe birds arefa-. 
cred; they are -perfedtly ; acquainted with |the- 
Koran,, and: fpeak very diftingtly. |: They» are 
faid to do: every thing.). I have heard more 
than.a hundred ftories-told of them, fo: that I 
have fometimes dreamed of them. But I ne- 
ver faw.any of them, except ip.a.dream. They 
. are.extremely deautifuls -As ‘they move through: 
the air, one would think it was a parcel. of filk: 

fying, fo fine and light is their plumage. 
«© Our 
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_ Our grand ‘caliphy hath certainly one of 
them;°which:ferves” and: ‘converfes with him 5 
but it? is:che' only who" fees:landhears it's) by 
which means he’ finds’ out’every thing that ‘hap- 
pens in the palace. We have aneproaniong 
us; who gave out that he had” one’ of thém, 
which could find any thing ‘that owas’ loft. 
But his bird:did not>prevent him — mene 
ing himfelf-in the Ifara?) tocor © 

©) The fultan’s: head, already incwhae' sensi! 
ack ~became® ftill: more °fo' at the relation of — 
*thefe wonders, and: many’ others, with ‘which 
the eunuch conitantly entertained him. « If I 
could,” faid: he ‘to: himfelf, «get a bird like 
Moavie’s,: it: would facilitate my efcape from: 
_ this place; I would regain my provinces by-its 
aid; Twould raife an army, and engage’the'cas 
liphr's:the balance of power would be maintain- 
ed by: forces natural and miraculous ; and:-we 
fhould: then fee which of us two fhould be-the 
conqueror.) ‘It isnot \far from this to’ Caffer- 
ilHarais ;- if smy-woice could reach that place’ F 
might determine oné¢ of the’ hehe of the. 
garden to come to my-relief.”—-« Come! comet 
come toime!” cried the fultan in his enthufiafmi 
“© Come, celeftial:and powerful birds! ‘The throne 
of Hirak, andthe moft {plenilid empire sin be née 
zo! — be your cage ig DiGQy 
agdarglyad {B: yy -Alibengiid 


a 
. foe 


libengiak was fo full of this idea, that “he 
Pits his prayers: both evening and morning. 
Though an infidel, he had hitherto been very: 
punctual in that “duty but* iow he addrefled 
ie wii oily eh odes ‘birds 5 “ea 
lone occupied his thonghts. °° © 8) 

‘ T have: feen’ ‘one of chal tounight; ? staid 
the eunuch to ‘him one ‘day | 1 thought it 
{poke to me in my dream.” “ Ah! how hap- 
py art thou!” ‘replied the fultan; “I svould 
give’ half my libad t0 fee warts thdedy baton 
+ ‘dréam.” SUITE. SE 

‘Daring the’ ait this idea Meise falean 
awake; ‘which was not’ furely the way to have 
thé: dream he! defired: But fuddenly, at’ -mid- 
night, he heard ‘a knocking’at*his window. « It 
"was an ‘hundréd:and: twenty’ feet from the 
’ ground on the outfide!’ ‘He? looked'; the win- 
‘dow appeared to ‘him enlightened’ as if *it had 
been day.’ He examined with» care all around, 
‘and fatw a beautiful’ bird perchied-onthe: i 
Ning which was oi the outfides» as Lasdw 
sie g was" tranfpérted ‘with dorcunl, a- 
“flonithment at’ this ‘fight;"and invited the bird 
to come in. “ E cannot,” replied the wonder- 
~ fal éréature, but fo ‘diftin&ly, that he thought it 
“Was at his ear; to. ‘however, you are anxious 
to have mé; we may! agree upon’ termi.” 
S Having fpoken thefe’ few words, the _— 
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bird difappeared, and, Alibengiad, believed: him- 
felf on. the aoe -besoating gi baarisdea 
mes id “otiddtid bed Sd -iebRet ae gdornodT 
» The paraidhe3 was pr and. had,:feen>no- 
thing. The faltan. communicated.to, him, his 
good fortune; and the. following. night, they 
were both on. the, watch. dubahenied sey 
the pleafure of pafling a fleeplefs night... 
Several days »elapfed.in expe¢tation, i ier 
Stone, ‘and. want jof fleep;.At laft, the bird 
appeared at midnight. « Of my own accord,” 
faid« it tothe fultan, “ and attracted. by the 
prayers. which Iheard from. the. bottom of a 
garden: in Caffer-il-Harais, I came to. you. Now 
I have-obtained permiffion to: fpeak with you; 
do you with that.we fhould enter into:terms :” 
o> With all my heart,”. replied, Alibengiad..— 
 Arife then, and Jet me.in.”, ,., 
us Phe fultam, arofe: i Elae, yourfelf. in, , 4 
‘middle of the chamber,”, faidthe bird to him, 
and repeat, along ‘de au word. for.word, 
what I am going to. fay.:. ¢Chamber.!. open : 
of Lcommand you by. Mahomet. », Bird,}. Come 
cto ness seach ns Se fr -of the 


haa ea fre) t AT) 


eens acme alec 
his fhoulder. . Its. fplendour caft a, vivid light 


prey ‘the |x90m,..and the terrified ee 
be € 
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fell. proftrate on, the ground.—“ What do you: 
want) of,me, and of the.mafter,.to whom I ber. 
long,” faid the bird ?—«, To,,get out from.this, 
place;”.xeplied, the fultan, #,to.,xeturn to. Hi-, 
rak, tomreafcend my, throne, andito avenge myfelf: 
on: Moavie.”—§All that, fhall be dene in.time 5, 
but;we muft begin, with our .efcape. from ‘this 
place... Order, by Mahomet, the. iron» grating. 
which prevents our paffage to fall down.”,..Ali- 
bengiad., obeyed without. hefitation.: * Com-. 
mandiane, in. <the,name of the, great God jof 
the earth, to make you. a chariot. which may 
carry you'to Hirak before. the. clofe of:day.” 
Alibengiad, full ‘of joy and hope, vas he had jal- 
ready feen the grating of :his sca agentes 

Peat gave.this:‘new order with pleafure. ... 
16D leave you the cap of syour,turban,’ » faid 
thé bird, “but. give me the imuflin of it. |, This: 
will ‘be: thé. materials of 2 . chariot’ which will: 
carry you and the eunuch.”. ‘Fhe fultan eagerly 
comipliediwith this :requeft.sccie: So 2) es 
“ Now,” daid the: bird,’ io hiams “going; to fet 
torwork.” ‘And taking hold of one‘ end:of the: 
miflin withoits:billj itsearries the whole piece 
outiatithe window. iA anoment after, Aliben- 
giad»perceived over againft: this.window:a’ very. 
handfomie!charict, in‘which the:-bird owas yoked, 
with light ribbands:of crimfon:and gold=colours: 
edifilk. He went boldly to the window; and 
Rocped 
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ftooped down to go’ nt, “and “get “jntoithe 
chariot. One” ‘moment,”° faid othe! birdy 
putting 2 foot ‘upon the chariot; “you will 
repeat the’confeffion of faith which’ I" fhall die= 

tate to you.”—“ Undoubtedly,” replied the fale 

tan, very eager to depart.—“-If you fail‘in ‘one 

word, you fhall bathe for the’ Jaft_ time in’the 

river Aggiala: Mount: now, ’ and; befere bee 

ing feated} ‘pronounce “diftin@ly the ‘following 

words: “ In'the name of the great Kokopile- 

“¢-fobe, ‘the’ alone’ god of the world, I with’ to 

st: get out from this place, and to'go to Hirak.”——~ 
s What do you fay next, bird?” faid Aliben- 
giad.“' There is but ‘one God, ve ORS 

“‘ is his prophet.” 9 = 

Scarcely had” hie finithed ehiele words, died 

the chariot ‘was diffolved, and returned: to ‘its 

body of : Alibengiad, ‘borne: by-this light»ftuff, 
_ Was, ‘by its own weight, dragged towards the 

earth. It fell among the rocks,’ which are:ba- 
thedoby the:winding ftreams >of ‘the river; but 

was: not dafhed> to: pieces:*Some of the wen- 

derful virtues {till remained jn ithe muflin.: \A- 

libengiad however was fo ftunned by the fal} that. 
hie entirely loft the little reafon that remained to 


hap wobeiw snr ot vibled taaw oH lRhe: 
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athe ‘caliph, informed ¢ of the Renate by 
dey ‘young Fea site % who hy cha ‘not fet his. foot 
upon. the chariot. when ‘it vanifhed, ‘thought he 
difeerned, ir in the | punifhiment i fli€ted on the ful- 
tan of Hiral ‘ “t nae oh and the inten- 
tion of Mahomet. He © granted liberty. of body 
to him, whom 2 per from on high had de- 
prived of that of the mind. 

_ The eunuchwded<-him isrsgalaie Solid as 2 
curiofity, and fcraped together a little money, 
by fhowing‘him: to \ftrangérs:in' the sans, ‘as the 
fultan of the bird. Alibengiad, entirely deprived 
ie fenfes, ‘made “Ad d reply, But Taughed at 

he different queftions + which were pat to him. 


CP ARE ‘di done,” sia the’ RAS Sethe 
razade’s "your 4 01 48" important, and much 
more “fo, ‘by Pout having addrefled yourlRiF to 
me in nore plaeés ‘than’ ne. Do: you think. 
inewhat deranged, becaufeT love ) 
inciblé” fultan "replied ‘fhe, 1 
withied’ siete. fortify You" = Come, come! 
that ‘is ‘enough But’ bé affured that 1’ ‘expect no 
one will ridicule ‘my fafté; ‘and be more diftreet 
in’ thé ‘choice OF your Rories.« "A propos,” 
added the’ fultan, 42 Believe Y recolle& ano- 
ther “of “theni§' it is “about two” birds likewifé; 
that were! fent ‘to the king of: Egypt?"— —t ‘Your. 
yi fad Scheherazade, means to {peak 

of 
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ef a fact belonging to-a very remote,era, 
before the . Koran. enlightened | the world, 
will relate it,” as. fon as your hight unefs fhall 
have orderéd': me.”— Speak tl then, Z Tam beg 
tention,” ‘faid the fultan 5 , ‘but goby as 
The’ amiable fultanefs: underftood him at. Bs 
made 2 a ‘Might bow, and thus proceeded, 





\ Hifory of Sinkariby and his: two Vizirso\\ << 
A\® the time which I have juft now mention-. 
ed to you, Sire, Sinkarib reigned in Nineveh. 
and Thor, over the empire of Affyria. This 
prince was called to the throne. at a yery early 
age, “and had many natural virtues; but a tafte 
for pleafure made him negle¢t his affairs, which. 
were fo great a- burden to-him, that. the mini- 
fter who relieved him of it might promife him~. 
felf_ an abfolute authority. over _hims Fortu-. 
nately for this” young monarch, he -had. the. 
wifdom to retain, in the {tation of his firft mi-'- 
nifter, the fame vizir who, with equal {plendour 
and wifdom, had governed Affyria during the. 
reign of his father. _Hicar was his name: This_ 
man Was. the beft -informed-of: his time in all 
the known {ciences.. His: wifdom, his firmnefs, . 
the refources of | his mind, and the high repu-. 

tation 
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tation he enjoyed, corftituted the happinefs of 
the people, and the fafety of the realm. © 

| Hicar was, poffefitd of immenfe wealth » and 
his palace refembled an entire city. 'The defire 
of having’ heirs, more than.a imifplaced vanity, 
had induced hiny to” marry fixty wives fuccef- 
fively. Hehad built fixty Makfura*, and al- 
lotted one to each of-his wives a3 her own pe- 
culiar habitations; but no fruit of thefe mar- 
tiages had yet appeared; and’ unfortunately he 
was more afflicted with this circumftance. oom 
became a man’of fo great wifdom. 

. Though: Zefagnie; his firft wife, had fil 
sdinidealaeds the empire fhe’ had acquired over 
his' heart, yet fie. exhorted him to: refignation 
in' vain . A: child,’ would the: fay to him, 
“ is not always.a blefling from heaven. You 
-know I hada fifter; whom grief for a child 
‘brought in forrow to the grave... Submit, my 
dear Hicar,; to: a decree, which, under the ap- 
pearance of loading you with affliction, is per- 
‘haps in reality faving you from many forrows.” 
-Hicar paid great defererice to his fpoufe: She © 
-was Sinkarib’s aunt,’and had’ never boafted of 
her birth. Her conduét had been moft amiable 
and prudent, and. gave her a claim both upon 
- Bis affection agi his. ein . Athamed of the 


+ 


« “as mall 1 tached Kem inhabited by & bayba 
‘woman, unknown to her rivals. 


bt 
sep dace about ‘to :take; he:concealed from — 
her his shaving fent for aftrologers, to ‘confult — 
‘them refpedting, the means ‘he ‘thould:employ in 
vardér 4d Rhaverafon:i7s ms beldmisie1 sonleg eid 
_y Phe | aftrologers, «flattered with the .confi- 
dence of a perfon:of> his.ranky returned an an- 
fwer, immmediatély, and advifedvhimi to yoffer 
a fperifice to Bilelfanam *,yi:from ayee the 
mutt obtain the blefling -heidefired... 

i Hicarwas a.mative of:the:country of. Enteds, 
and had.-brought from :thence the! knowledge of 


the true God;:‘impelledy however, by an irrefift- 





' idle decree,ishe went to the: high-prieft.of Bilel- 
fanam;,ordered 4 vkcrifice, ,and..confulted othe 
oracle: But the oracle was filent, and, the:high- 
pricit; feized: with | B64 iptokedeln the: -vizir 
septa tetera inn | 
Scarcely. was. he: ntalsiehd che sehapher: rea 
i had: he Jooked ,around,-on;, the wonders-.of 
nature, when remozfe troubled. his ¢onftience, 
and .he. @wothe. offence he had committed, 
againft the author. of this .aftenifhing work, in 
eplacing his: confidence. in.a weak. idol,, and of- 
fering before -it .adoration and facrifice: Im- 
pre aye ghi git ANTI EA agrees » eyes 
to heaven.) 6 1 
Noted dit: seid biftireigh ba S006: Oh! 


ms Bilelfanam is the oracle of his the wt of ‘the 
Avia sauna guosing boedreted fait / 


: sai 
a OF AWOTANE STIs 


239° ARABIAN; TALES, 


-& Oh! fovereign, Creator,” . exclaimed -he, 

“ dala eiarts is filent, becaufe ‘he was formed 

to be:fo -and will grant, me nothing, becaufe 

he--has «nothing to -beftow.; but, thou, who. art 

_  pofleffed of abnighty, power, who, haft hitherto 

~_ -with+held.what\T have.fo often afked, . hear and 

-anfwer: this requeft, the laft I thall ever dare to 
addrefs to you—Grant me a fon >, " 

« After this'invocation, the vizir, with aa. 
ois eyesy»and his hands. thrown. acrofs, his 
-breaft,: wwas vendeéavouring to, recolle& ,himfelf, 
when: fuddenly he heard. a celeftial. voice +: Hi- 
-car,” faid it, “leave off importuning heaven: 
‘thou fhalt ‘not have a cliiiu 3 but thou. mayeft 
-adopt» Nadan., vei — a ont ian him 
- heir.”, re 

»Hicar~ deeaiaas esse tell orth men- 
tioning ‘to Zefagnie the facrifices he. had of- 
fered to the! idol, communicated. to; her, the 
command-which he thought he had received 
from heaven. ‘The: virtuous fyoufe. yielded.a 
chearful obedience to Ged. and her, hufband ; 

-and«from that» moment they, adopted Nadan 
-as’ their fon, sand, united. their, cares.and, af- 
‘fection upon him,' who. feemed deftined to them 
from: on highs ss or : 

_ Nature had: lavithed. uiltiher: peed on ; Madin. ; 
he appeared diligent and ftudious; he feemed 
tovrepay.the | kinda of ,Hicar and, Zefagnie, 


to °c U ‘and 
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and ‘peal eet” ‘to farpafs* their moft fan 
guime hopes: He had lively and ps 
genius ; but all his talents’and virtues west dts: 
famed ¥ “and fach was his! artifice, that ;whatever_ 
he ‘affected’ to Be appeared’ ‘perfectly onatural;, 
With this darigerous defeet of ‘character, ‘he. 
joined a deep referve; ‘he was erie oie aise 
and never off his guard. }s -uT-03 2bethba 
TI thould with *to Sid ‘our ‘child gully of 
a’ fault’*would’'Zefagnie fay, “were it only 
to fee in what manner he would ‘extricate him: 
felf ; for ata think ‘him by far too per. 
Ree Scie 
- Nadan was now in his cweditaoAi Fl year, a- 
dorned with much’ knowledge, and deeply {kill- 
ed in the affairs of government and politics, 
iff which his ‘uncle: took great” pleafure «to ‘in- 
ftrut’ him: Though fecretly devoured by am- 
bition, he never betrayed the fmalleft {park 
of it; and moderated all his paffions fo: well, 
that it was never firfpested any of them coud 
gain ani afcendant over Him. 9912! ox 
‘Hicar, “deceived by thefeo sli ievbess 
anices,/and Wifhing to fpend the remainder of his 
days’ in repofe and “peace; “determined to afk. 
the king’s permiffion to retire, and the appoint- 
ment’ of his nephew Nadan to fucceed him. 
Sire? faid he to him,’ “it will. foon be 
yah even years. fince‘I have “had the honour 
U2 of 


{ 
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of ‘devoting myflf to the fervice of | your ilu 
trious father and your niajetty. “Old age is un- 
avoidably accompaniéd with frailty 5 ; and I have 
no’ longer’ that “activity which’ ist neceffary for 
the proper difchatge “of the’ office Till ‘hold. 
For feveral years paft, having” forefeen that the 
time Wotild come when my ‘frength ‘would be 
unable to fecond the efforts of my zéal, I a- 
doptéd ‘oné of my fifter’s fons. 1 gave him fuch 
an education” ‘as wéuld enable him to ferve you 
with propriety. “Happy natural falents have fe- 
conded all! my Views ; and T flatter myfelf that T 
have formed a ‘more ‘able minifter than myfelf. : 
Senfible. of the favours with which your maje- 
fty has honoured me, F will be always ‘gratefal 
for them }) ind,’ while T beg ‘your periiffion to 
retire, ree may fill ‘depend, Sire, upon my at- 
tachment for ‘life. Yet "1 hope, “with a grand - 
idir fuch as Nadan,’ you ‘will ftand in no need’ 
of arly’ counfel} and that the abilities 6f which 
he — we fully fupply the’ ‘place of my 
experience.” 
~Sinkarib afked 1 to ‘fee ‘the perfon'W Whoni Flicar 
praifed fo much.” “No’man “was ever poflefied. 
of 4 more Winning appearance than Nadan: He 
replied to fuch queftions as the king thought 
proper to put to him with’ a feeming modefty, 
andy, at, the, fame, sie with a foundnéfs of 
‘ '- judgment, 


~ 
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judgment, which difcovered a maturity gh knee 
ledge that delighted the monarchs oj.) os 
itt You this day, hid he to. Hicar,, “ com- 
plete the ‘obligations I am already under to you, 
by: the fayour you haye done. Mey, I will crown 
your work, by calling. Nadan to. the. office you 
with to refign, and from, mph with, oben 
I fee you retire. ; 

But I ftill with you to. rag the rt prince, j in 
amy dominions, and to retain all the honours of 
the high ftation you abandon. You fhall.al- 
ways have free accefs,to my perfon; and my ear 
fhall be always open to the wifdom of your ad 
vice. 

In the mean time, the king oudted Hicar to 
be dreffed in the fineft. robes, and a gold necks | 
lace to be given him, on which. his name was 
engraved, and which was ornamented with the 
richeft diamonds ;..and, appointed. a_ feftival to 
be. celebrated for eight days throughout all his 
dominions, in honour. of Jhis ancient, Yizir, and 
of the inftalment of his fucceffor. : 

The inkhorn * and ,the-feal were cagnadiiie. 
ly delivered to Nadan ; he received orders from 
the king for the management of bufinefs,. and 

Raj tiaal to the palace of was ear wy: 
U3, Dies SE ‘My 
\® An inkshorn of-a’ certain kind, is ‘2 “tlds of digs 
ele which i is wore at“the girdle. © 
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vse My dear: Nadan,”faid his uncle, # ‘you 
will no longer have time'to bear your mother’s 


advices or inihe 3 but forget noty 1 befeech you, — 


thofe we have already givens It is by following 
thé, ‘that you have obtained the favour I have 
now procured fot you, But muft inform you, 
that, in’proportion to your (elevation, you -are 


expofed to danger; and’ Trequeft ‘that -you will. 


fill liften to a few advices, which till now would 
have’ been prernature, but aun: at prehat’s are 
of thélitmoft importance. | 
* You are about to be ‘gnvefted with | inn 
power: Emipley it/all for him who*beftowed it 
on you.:° Remeimber that he is jealous of it. | 
«© Let refpe@ prevent you from: being: Sik 
fiat’ with ‘your’ fovereign, and ‘referved with 
bid inferiors. saya a4 now io’ iysclinagg 
ite ne pericaneet BCE Snare Staies 
tia ‘will be futrowrided. ‘The tree that is load- 
ed with fruit attradts the birds! | They all flock 
to rejoice and watiton on its *branches: ‘But, 
ap foon as itis ftrippen, it i forfaken, becomes 
She ne ‘ a» winds, and is covered wile the 
‘gat. wis. To erste adh tyr 
ie eek will firéew your way stidh lowers ¢ é 
‘Incerife will fmoke' around you; the fandal, the 
aloes, and the amber will burm: Learn to~pat 
#juft value on fuch homage. : 
; « The 
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» ‘Thesman who. fhall. praife: you tol your 
pe not the moft dangerous: But be afraid 
of himwho can infpire. you with pride, without 
appearing to admire you. -ise)) syot oe Sid 

-& Your: fituation will draw around you. the 
Sallowess: -of »fortune :’ Leave her her votaries ; 
one day they will be forced to, defert-her, .,,, 

- Stand: by yourfelf in, the, middle. of, a 
crowd 3 obferve it well, but, do not follow its; 

“After your bufinefs, retire into folitudes; 
there you will find the moft proper companion, 
reflection, vatisv: 

» S, You will be pofieffed of abundances but 
allow not-yourfelf to.ufe it to ssc for this 
fpoils the tafte. . . 

- Aman is half dead wha cameot live, with- 
‘out fuperfluities.. Pleafure, of every kind, dif- 
fipates and weakens the faculties of the mind. 

_ Invemperance. reduces men. to a level with 
the: brutes; he firft beerietiiligcinniy ae 
then abfolutely fillys? os. ciesp: 

S* Be: always eafy- of actefiy tut. never be. & 
‘gniliat 4 for it is) neceffary- yaa a penfenee 
fhould: command réfped | 

« Shut the mouths of the silken they 

would fpeak till the fun had gone down, with- 
--obut, fying any thing worthy-of. a heard 5 
bad. 48 focnof tiehts tk 9A9 

sgstnod nanh nes it Blever 
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«Never. aflume ; a Haat air this is the 
mark of j ignorance. 3 
_.@ Liften with patience : “Rncourage the ‘tie 

mid: Benot afraid of bold anfwers: If any one 
oppofe you face to face, recollest an ce com- 
ftinguith whether he is firm or r obftinate. ae 

& ‘ Expect no. good, from fuch as ate. corrupt- 
ed. When. the river. flows back to its fource, 
when the water of. the ocean ceafes to. be falty 
when the crow becomes white, then have you 
fomething to hope from the wicked. 

“ Be merciful. Man is often overcome by 
circumftances, and his own. difpofitions. ae” 

«“ While you treat the _ guilty with rigour, 
foften even the expreffion of your looks; you 
are the organ. of the Jaw, not an executioner, 

« Giye the poor a. welcome reception: But 
banith from you the beggar, efpecially if he is 
dreffed i in fine cloaths ; the wealth of the king- 
dom. would not fatisty his covetoufnefs, Soi ac 

% Shun avarice ; it always, miftakes its own 
intereft. Avoid prodigality ; it fows with a full 
hand, and reaps nothing | but vexation. _ 

a £6 When. the torrent, is fpent, the teaveller 
paftes dry-footed; and defpifes it... Even the 
earth which it hath refrefhed imei it not for 
the pees pugs it: S.eraregh 

: Bros. 1 a Meee 
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eget Gal zy es fl + a 
aren anh Lehane Spee i 
ok a cover your foes with double bat 
of wool. we +8 Od 3 bork ¥é } ware 

“ oa fecret’ whic "ig" aivtlge A aga 
OF 2244 au < if if . be 

er Pint pt 539 oui which. goes: before, he 
ccompanies an roject, is ; fare: fo difeoncert’ 


thy fi ee eet aw Bil L 


ite” 

se Spare the Tives of men 5 they are. your 
brethren. 

“ Shew yourfelf mnodeft at firft, you will af 
terwards thine with greater fplendour- 

“« OF all trees, the altiond is the fir which’ 
bloffoms, and ‘the laft’ which beard fruit. “Imi-* 
tate the tee which produces its ‘fruit before its. 
foliage*. aerevs 

“@ Forefee difficulties. ‘ The ‘nei hie is” 
launched into the fea’ may’ brave the fir Bil. 
low, bat is ‘Fwallowed” up by ‘thofe that” fac~ 
ceed.” | 

Hicar, after Wein Siva thefe oe counfels to. 
the young “winiftet, _Prefuming that he’ would 

19% ideensbsloonls be terior dirtio3i absidw Do 

* There grows in Arabia @ cettain kindof tree, ont’ 
whick fruit is gathered, long before it puts forth its 
leaves. . 
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be ‘careful ‘to’ follow “them, and to “tread in 


his ‘fteps, prefented ‘him ‘to Zefagnie : They | 
both embraced’ him, ‘and loadéd ‘him with ‘their 
prayers, and their’ ‘bleding. Phe’ p palace-gates 
were thrown dpéit “and ‘he’ “peteived the ufual - 
compliments “in the! aire’ office 0 omer | 


Sinkarib had raifed him. 


The firft fplendéur of his hew ophatiban® could 
not dazzle ‘Nadan. “This character,’ where vice 


had ‘efcaped the’difeérament of his uncle, “was 
too deep to’ ifcO¥er itfelf fo _fiiddenly. “By the 


manner in which he received them, “he fhowed 
himfelf worthy ‘of the honours which were paid 
him; and went to the palaée ‘of Sinkarib'to take 


his feat in thé divan, furrounded by a court: as 


fplendid as'it was’ numerous $ “appearing, even’in. 


the eyes of Hitar, ‘déferving of the high ftation 


t6'which he had fesica de a ‘by this: in ta 


able old man. 


: Sinkarib, funk in’ resell, ftood in’ need 
of an attive and enlightened minifter, and found 
hin’ in Nadan. The young vizir foon appeared 


fuperior to theone who had retired: He*at 
greed to fhare his arhufenienits} atid did ‘ ‘not ap- 
pearan “enemy to the pleafures which were 
within the palace. ’ “The’ monarch and his vizir 


foon became infeparable, and public sie was 


ata fan’. devi Lavy dig ates 
2 ‘Als rodeet ba. ei staeeiidldadh bh bs asap 
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‘This produced complaints and murmurs which 


-difhurbed the: tranquility of Hicar, and. sk 





ged, him-to fignify his fears to his nephew. 


7 dan litened to him with rele, but with great 


) formation, but, did not. keep his word i in, one, in- 


ftance. 

New diforders facceeded T ie old.x vizir- res 
newed his remonftrances, and became extreme- 
ly importunate; = He communicated his unea- 
finefs to the king himfelf, but found him al- 
ready prejudiced... Nadan had palliated the mif- 


chief in his view, and had begun to give a.dif- 


bb sete mepsefentation of his uncle. 

. Old age,” faid he.to, the. king, “* renders 
Hicar fufpicions and timid: Athough.he does not 
now infpect affairs clofely, yet he would ftill con- 
dué& them. Become feeble.and languid, he can 


no longer retain his authority; yet he every day. 


regrets its lofsa His humour vexes me, and, 
were I to believe. him,, I thould never be able.to 
MAT on any bufinefs. to, your majefty’s,advan-, 
tage"er . 
“When. Hicar ‘appeared, . before ‘Sinharib; he. 
foon. perceived the effect of the prejudice againft, 
him with which the king had ‘been infpired. 

The. vizir amet, with a cold. reception from the 
king; and, when he withed to {peak of bufinefs, 


the monarch advifed him to concern himfelf a- 
bout 
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bout nothing -but, his .own health. Jam.per- 
p> nyse perenne: i meantorlays ad 


-nephew,: hath: completely; fulfilled my orders, 
and his .own duty. »..Accept,. however, .of my 
-thanks-for thefe-new proofs-of -your zeal, and, 
above all; endeavour topreferve your health, 
-whith-now begins to become very delicate. | 
Hicar returned homie, eonfoanded and -mor- 
4ified.~ He-threw himfelf, :in. tears, into “the 
arms of his fpoufe. «My dear Zefagnie,? aid 
he, this Nadan; whom we thought. given.us 
‘by, the hand, of God,:to be our confolation, and 
the protector of Affyria, hath deprivedme ofthe 
king's confidence :, Every thing will-belof,’and 
Seti bativesnale a Sakcacteie iB shes. 
 &cbet: us be eattaniseten ‘replied -Zefagnie. 
© Milled, like yous doy. eh LE a 
amyfelf contributed «to d you, refpecting 
him; ‘but. .we-cannot pretend: that) :the: divine 

goodnefs had any’ part in this The voices:;which 
feemed:to:come from above; did not defeend 
from-heaven ; but it vas -permitted by ‘God 
to deceive you,-2s, you-were:coming out of the 
temple of Bilelfanam,-whether you had repaired 
‘to'force from'the decrees of “the eternal axpof- 
: satay: you had been refufed. Long have 
I 
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I reflected on this - “unhippy ‘cireuimftances be : 
it been the will of the Almighty 'to grant you | 
an/heiry this would have been’ equilly eafy to 
him as to ftrike your ears with atv emptyfound; — 
As you-have been punithed by“a piceeof de- 
eeit for this act of idolatry, “altogether unpars 
donable in a man fo well infotmed; aad 
you were conftrained  to° adopt “Nadam+- 
Heaven grant: he may ftop here}: The mafk 
of hypocrify, ‘which “has fe long deceived us, 
may’ ftill conceal the moft deteftable plots.” | 
»Thefe refleGtions of Zefagnie were wife and 
profound; but Hicar, to whorn his nephew 
was {till dear, did not imagine that he would 
go fo far as towerify the well reas ee 
of his fpoufe. 

. Nadan, already icing videent bei: his Magick 
titude, ftill endeavoured to haften the ruin of 
his benefactor, whofe looks and -remonftrances 
he dreaded, whofe fortune he was wafting, and 
whofe reputation was a burden'to him. > 
» He founded the defign of drawing’ up an a- 
nonymons tibel againft himfelf; but'in fach a 
raanner that the ftyle of his uncle might be re- 
cognifed in its general train. He filled it with 
falfe and bold imputations ; every thing in it 
hhadva fpecious appearance, and: site tovhave 
eee oan “The work: was put imo 

Voul. > BIRT S G Eo . Sinkarib’s 
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Sinkarib’s Sigeidéy and he, communicated it to 
Nad aii dint 44a 2 

‘The artful solniees! edhe: ina moment 
the effect. which his.own impofture was caleu- 
lated.to produce. At the fame.time that he ad- 
mitted the fufpicion, that Hicar alone was, the 


author ‘of it, -he appeared melted into tears, 


and \befought the king to pardon the weaknefs 
and,age of his uncle; advifing him, however, 
to: take. preper .meafures to remove .him to 
a diftance; as. it swas. plain that, he was: not 


now what. he, had once. been,, and ..was sal 


the {port and tool of a cabal... 
© You allow him,” added he; « 4 numerous 
guard; "This apbestlods of greatnefs. gives him 
an, air of weight in the ftate, which encourages 
the. difcontented to flock around him, and to tor- 
ment,him) by their groundlefs panics and vifio- 
nary fchemes ; ‘They perfuade him to exert all 
his credit to regain his. place; and he will never 
_ ceafe to.,trouble. us. till, he fhall. have loft all 
. hope of yourjfavour.”).. .. . 
oT could: defy”... replied, resto «the 
cenfure of the, people; to whom I am not ac- 
countable for the, reafons of my conduct, and 
I would enter into,your, views, were I not pre- 
vented by very. powerful confiderations; I would 
~ be afraid.of mortifying Zefagnie, whom, as my 
father’ sfafter, lam m bound, to refpect ; and, were 
it 





! 


wes 
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it only on her account, Teould not ‘diminifh. 


the honours I have granted to her hufband. 4 


“Nadan was too’ much 4 courtiernot to ap- 
prove the ‘reafonis of prudence ‘alleged by the — 
king but, being’ determined t6° ‘profecute ‘his 
défign, he found himfelf under the eA! of 
employing the moft dangetous: artifices;) “lot: 

The court of Affyria’was' treating’ with that’ 
of Perfia about the! exchange‘of two places’ in 
the frontiers j atid every thing was agreed upon’: 
But Nadan alone had received this informations 
The'meffenger, however, muft foon arrive and 
communicate it to the king. us 

~ Hicar received a letter, fuppofed to have come 
from Pérfia, from’a man whofe’ attachment’ to: 
him’was Well known. He informed him that 
the fovereign of that country was not fincere ‘nm 
the negociation ; and that, as foon as the troops’ 
fhould be’ introduced, and eftablifhed in the 
place which the’ Affyrians were to give up, he 
intended to introduce others, by unknown fub= 
terraneous pafiages, into the fortrefs where thofe. 
of Sinkarib fliould be' lodged, and put them'to 
the fword: ‘The ‘execution of this pretended: 


project feemed to be put off until nine fhould) 


be mutually given and received: 
~ Nothing was omitted in this detail, Gildeacet 
by says pias which: pss render ‘this ini 
= pam Ga ae wé 2 «formation: 
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formation plaufible. Hicar was filled ine in- 
dignant tage on hearing of fuch atrocity. © © 

“Nadan’ refided’ in’ the ‘King’s’ palace, “from 
wilickt ‘he® was but very rarely abfent ; he re- 
ceived a preffing invitation from his’ uncle to 
Conic immediately to fpeak to him; and he 
haftened’ thither’ with an iv oF >the asi 
eager gg. .aidigit : 

What: has’ Lidinenl, uncle ?” faid he to 
ita ¢ > “ fromthe manner in which your orders 
were delivered ‘Twas afraid I fhould be too late 
to hear your Jaft groan ! But I now feel myfelf 
eafier, fince I have the happinefs to fee you ftill 
enjoy fach good health. “On what fo ‘ar ait 
bufinefs have you fent for me??? 

“ On your own,” replied Hicar, “ on that 
‘ef Sinkarib ‘and of ‘all: pees enc han oa 
ee. wp Hj 

- Nadan being erst to seetieks the old 
man ftill more by his behaviour than by his words, 
read the letter with a cold and difdainful air, 
_ and when he had_finifhed, ‘fpoke to him thus : 
« © ¥ou ought now; my déar uncle, to afpire at 
nothing but repofe ; but it is mwich diftarbed by 
your correfpondence.’ "I can anfwer for the 
wifdom of the ‘meafures I have ‘taken with his 
majefty, and the fidelity of our agents. Deny 
all aecefs to the difcontented and turbulent who 
befiege you : The rang who is alarmed on your 


account, 





aecount,*will aliens filence, well j,and.the 


affairs of) the . ftate would: .goi qm much. better 


if you would. oncé, completely emn.toour 
managements. After, this,infulting,Spegchy, Na- 


dan;bowed,: and returned to the dsing’s palage,, | 


, The virtuous, Hicary afiligted.:svith what,he: 
had juft heard,,. went to pour,his forrow, andyhis: 
tears into the bofom of Zefagnie. The.-prin-, 
cefs, endeavouring to,.calmy his igrief), rdifco-. 
vered, that his, difrefs,.was ;owing to the 
ingratitude and_;to (the, alienation. of Nadan. 
This rafhyman, difdaining the wifdom of .a far. 
lutary,.. advice, .was,.about to. expofe. Affyria to- 
war; to the lofs, of numbers, of , its, fabisttsy sad 
an humiliating flavery,”. ,,. sorsite 

ff Goto.my nephew. Saoclegsi testi oe. 
nig, § « carry the. letter to, ,him swhicly;.you have 


received from Perfia: Blinded as he is refpect-- 


open his eyes ;.,. you, muft not fuffer everything 
to go to;wreck, , for want.of fo,eafy aj ftepehv.o, 
ff Lawill do its? Said. Hlicar, notwithétand- 
ing, the. inward. repugnance, . IL fecl,”, At the 
fame. time, he:went to, the King’s. palace, a de- 

manded a private.audiencesssisnogto) 
_ a1 will. grant.,yow ity”. replied, Sinkariby i ins 
prefence of Nadan, who,hath already acquaint- 
ed: me. with the fubject.of your, upeafinefs., You 
wey fein be tormented .byjfalfe. advices 5 
X 3- : for-- 
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fortunately: they “do not’ alarm. me inthe fame 
manner. A meflage’ froni my “ambaflador in. 
Perfia is this: moment arrived,and brings me the 
moft agreeable-intelligence. © The fubterraneous 
paflage fpoken of to-you is a meré ‘dream’, and 
the fappofed treachery of the |‘ king my brother 
a criminal invention, for which your correfpond- 
ent’ would infallibly have ‘been punifhed, ‘did 
not his death whichShas been: juft: announced 
by:‘aomeflenger, render it-impoffible, <I with 
this may be the lot of ‘all thofe who endeavour 
to render you uneafy refpeéting the prefent go- 
vernment; which all. Affyria, except yourfelf, 
apptove of. “Return to your palace’; live there 
in tranquility : me is all: I — to ee or: ‘ree 
quire of you. it - STO 
cimthanpeinied areas Kiirageinst oat ar 
_ vices, was Hicar difinifféd ‘with: neglect... -He re~ 
turned: to- his: virtuous fpoufe, and gave her an 
“abeount: eer penne wera melee 
Tyne « WIGge igs 
‘PKe flak of Nadar we fatal iridesdre: you, fia 
‘fhe>> ie’ corrtipts: ‘your ‘benefaétors and’ your 
friends, and even’ poifonis’ my advices. Unfor- 
tunately it rules over Affyria, which appears to 
“me expofed to the greateft danger. But if, by 
‘thedefire of heaven; this country is doomed to 
fall-under its ‘prefent adminiftration, why fhould 
weshirm: ourflves with ‘its deftiny, fince the 
at . srandees. 
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aaa of the ftate take no.meafiares toprevent 
it? » Let us be refigned; and) leave: others,..¢i- 
ther to fhut their eyes againft the dangers which 
threaten the ftate, or to adopt;fuch. meafures.as 
may preventthem. Sinkariborders:yon ‘to feck 
repofe;: and, im. my : opinion; this command is 
the eafieft of all to be obeyed, efpecially. at- your 
advanced age. You love the fciences 5 attend 
to them, and forget: at length -that-there are 
fuch beings a3: vizirs and:kings. . Hicar-prepared 
himfelf to “follow the advice of Zefagnie; and, 
that he might occafion no more. uneafinefs to 
Sinkarib, -nor, jealoufy to. Nadan,, he. fhut. his 
door againft-all. fuch.as. might be fufpected-of 
fpeaking to:him upon public bufinefs, and re- 
ftricted his intercourfe to the learned of diffe- 
rent countries, with whom he had: always main- 
tained a correfpondence, The cheerfulnefs.and 
equality of his-temper rendered his family hap- 
py: . He lived’ in. comfort and tranquility; and 
was beginning even to forget his nephew ; when 
WNadan, to. whom. the. exiftence “of, this illuftri- 
ous man. was, an infupportable burden,: concei- 
ved: the danger.of freeing himfelf from it id the 
amoft criminal intrigue. 

». After Hicar., had: aieids pre the. shies: 
Sinkarib felt himfelf uneafy, at, the manner jin 
- which he-had: treated him, efpecially- when he 
recollected the important ferviceshe had rendered 
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the. fiate.. The fight of this refpectable old man 
ftruggled in in his ‘heart againgt t the infinuations of 
Nadan : But a look. Saas genie eafily -tri- 
umphed. over , the natural: difpofitions of his 
matter, whom) it was as aly to-govern as, it was 
to eb his confidence : Neverthelefs, the king 
of N ineveh, was diffatisfied with himfelf.. . 
" Remorfe. prefled upon. him. for feveral days 5 5 
till at length, his fituation becoming painful, he 
thus dpoke to. Nadan : _« We fent away your 
uncle HY all leafed... - How. has he taken the 
reception I gave him ?. What is he doing now ?” 
». With fofficient haughtinefs,”. replied. Na- 
dany. “and a great deal.of ill humour, he hath 
. fhut himfelf. ups,and allows.no, perfon to. come 
pear, him,, But, although. he is‘nacceffible to the 
inhabitants., of, Nineveh, he hath gt. given. up” 
all inter courfe, with ftrangers. Couriers,arrive ¢- 
day from. Perfia and Egypt.” » And what can be 
their intentions f, replied Sinkarib, with uneafinefs. 
_As he. is again, feized with a. ftrong, defire of 
conduéting, public, affairs, . I cannot, gonjecture 
what methods. it may lead him, to, employ; i in or- 
dex to gain its.end; It isa rage.in, the old man, 
which t to me. appears; altogether inconceivable; but 
it, would, be very, ealy, for.your., amajefty_ to clear 
up this, tabi I will | giveyou notice of the depars 
ture.of.on of his principal m eflengers ; you will 
caufe. him | be ftoppedy.and te nature of the dif; 
wi Rae 
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patches will explain the import of ‘the meffage. 
---I approve of your project in part 5 3 “but” “it 
would be better that the courier fhould appear 
to have been robbed, that we may not feem 
unreafonably fufpicious.—It is wifely thought of 
in your majefty ; it is poffible that the letters of 
a man of his age may contain nothing but idle 
dreams ; and, in that café, by having ftopped 
them, you would ticw yourfelf fufpicious without 
my caufe. ~ 

Nadan well knew the nature of his uncle’s 
correfpondence. He wrote to Perfia to one of 
the magi his friend, to Egypt to a certain prieft 
of Offris, upon points of ftience, refpeéting 
which he was anxious to get information; but a 
eorrefpondence of a very different nature was to 
be imputed to him. What meafures did the per- 
fidious minifter take ? By means of his uncle’s 
feal, which he had got into his pofleflion, and 
ofthe eafe with which he counterfeited his hand- 
writing, he wrote a letter in his name to Akis 
king of Perfia, Sinkarib’s greateft enemy. He 
invited this monarch to come and take poffef- 
fion of a kingdom, which was harraffed by an 
effeminate'tyrant, now become the object of the 
hatred and contempt of the people. He advi- 
fed him to appear at the head of a chofen body, 
and repair to the plain of Nerrim, where he 
himfelf would meet him with his guard about 

the 
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the firft of the month Niram. He informed 
Akis (all int Hicai’s name), that one of the prin- 
cipal gates of the city would be delivered up to 
him) and that he would find the grandees and 
the’ whole’ nation ready to throw off the tyrant’ $ 
yoke, and transfer the crown to him. 

This letter fuppofed that the king of Perfia 
muft have’ received others, in which Hicar ex- 
plained to him the fprings he had fet in motion 
to bring about the rebellion. 

"When Nadan had ‘fhaded his sable with 
all the colouring of truth, he got a bag made; 
refembling that in which the meffengers of Hi- 
car fhut up their mafter’s letters, and which was 
fixed to their girdle.’ He was prévioufly inform- 
ed of'the departure of one of them, and made a ~ 
trufty man lie'in wait for him without the gates 
of Nineveh, who, entering into converfation, pre- 
vailed tiie him to’ refrefh himfelf in the firft 
tavern at which they fhould arrive; from which 
the meflénger did not come till after the other 
had taken away the ‘bag ‘that he" catried, and 

put Nadan’s in its "place. *"’ 

The minifter then went to the king. « Site,” 
faid he, my unéle’s conrier fet out this morn- 
ing for Perfia: Caufe the robbers be fuborned, 
and appointed tb their fation. © As for myfelf, 
whatever be my uncle’s difpofitions towards me, 

; yet the ancient obligations which I am under to” 
é him, 
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him, and the ties of blood, render it inp 
for me to take any fteps in this bufinets.. Kou 
yourfelf muft purfue for Juftice,; if, you, Hee 
your duty ; ; but, on this occafion, i it is, impoflible 
for me to be of any. fervice. to. you.---Sinkarib 
approved of Nadan’s delicacy 3 3 and. fent five of 
his guards, in difguife, in _purfuit: of. the cou- 
rier, whom. they foon got up with. and recog- 
nifed. by the bag which hung from his girdle., 
They attacked, plundered,, and left him on the 
road, as robbers would have done, whofe part 
they ated. extremely well. 

No_fooner. had Sinkarib read the. contents 
of the letter than he. became. quite furious.: He 
ordered an immediate fearch to be made for the 
courier, who had retired into.a cottage near: the 
place. where., he. had;-been, attacked... The 
king’s meflengers immediately laid-hold of him, 
and condu¢ted him;to the king... . 

_ To whom do.you baloues flave”, faid the 
monarch. ‘To  Hicar,”—-Did he deliver this 
letter to you ?---Yes Sire.—To whom was you 
to deliver the packets which. you carried ? 2!To 
his friends in Perfia......<, 

« Oh! Treafon exclaimed, dhe ‘sa ! The 


man, whom my father and I haye loaded with 


fayours ‘Wopld. betray me to, ny. enemy,;. and 
totally ruin my, kingdom. Let Hicar be fought. 
for, and, brought hither! The’ guard haftened 
. to 


~~ beng 
FESS 5 <5 
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to Hicar’s palace ; but at that time he was.at a 

{mall folitude, to which he frequently retired, 

oo at adits iftnce a 
gtsb i erties 


 eaerein, aoa fo quick a port and 


high. teeafon, raifed her. ‘hands 10: ‘heaven, im- 
ploring i its affiftance ; andy. while a party of the 
guard was difpatched to feize Hicar in his-foli- 
tude, fhe ran to the palace of the. king, his-ne- 
phew, t ‘to throw herfelf. at his. feet.»: Sinkarib 
“raifed her up. He can. obtain no favour;. ma- 
dam, faid the furious king to her ; I am in pof- 
felfion of all the evidence of this {hocking con- 
fpiracy of your hufband againft me. and all 
Affyria. The blood which flows in your.veins 
muft render this criminal as odious,..in- your 
eyes, as he is ungrateful. sali ae 

OD tosle (he muacerd: mtpatheuslanliias the 
charges laid againft Hicar; fhe faw the pretend- 
ed proofs of them; but, at the fame time, fhe 
‘was conftious of his innocence, and. Nadan’s 
guilt, who only could have counterfeited the 
ndwriting and the feal. which: were. before 
her. But the eyes of the king were too much 
fafcinated to alléw her to entertain: the hope of 
being able to tear of the veil which covered 
‘them. | 

rf rt Bangi faid hey you think your duty 


its $0 
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precious, and: I with to collect even its laft drop. 
day to be united; Grant me your permiffion 
_ there to depofit his afhes; and, while I deplore 
the lof$ of a man to:whom your father united 
me, I will applaud your juitice, provided. his 
‘death is:neceflary to your fafety and that of the 
~ ftates-Onlly give orders that the facrifice be 
made:in his own palace. — 
« Sinkarib could not refufe the requeft of Zea 
fagnie, and ordered the proper officers to repair 
immediatly to Hicar’s palace, and bring him the 
head of ‘this refpeGtable old man. 
~ Zefagnie, on her return home, dreading the 
immediate arrival df Hicar and his executioners, 
endeavoured to overcome her grief, and to pre» 
ferve, amidft a crowd of people, that recollection 
of mind of which fhe intended to deprive them, 
She prepared tables, covered with every difh 
which could awaken the fenfual appetite; the 
moft exquifite liquors were fet upon the fides 
boards ; pots were filled with perfumes ; flowers 
of every fort embalmed the air 3 the palace 
was decorated with every ornament ; and fixty 
of the moft beautiful flaves were prepared for 
— Vez. IL Y preparations 
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preparations that: Zefagnie -propofed to receive. 
the officers:of Sinkarib, |, -And,, as-foon.as.the 


faares into ‘which «thé, withed them to fall was, 
properly: laid;:the \repaired.to the gates of. the, 
palaces! ‘in order, to wait for-them.,. |... , 
eoThey at length iarrived....*¢, L know for iabat 
purpofeiyou are ‘come, faid. fhe 5. you are. the 
minifters: of: the king my nephew's pleafure. 
Buty: before’ you! execute a decree, fo fevere to 
me, I with to exprefs to him, as well as to you, 
the grateful fenfe I have of the fmall favour he 
has granted» me, in-not expofing my hufband 
to a cruel.and ignominious death, Enter my 
houfe.—Thofe: who. are to bring the unhappy 
Hicar here are snot. yet. arrived. « My. flaves 
have orders ‘to wait upon you. My vised fitua- 
tion'does not permit metodo this myfelf., 
The officers, after, thanking Zefagnie, and ac- 
cepting her invitation, entered. the apartment. 
They feated themfelves on. fophas ; an hundred 
‘beautiful: hands difp!ayed. an eagernefs to ferve 
‘them’; /and in:the: pleafures,.of. the) table they 
foon-forgot the higecomnenylre ‘with which they 
avere entrufted. |. 
0° Meanwhile: Zefognie lot not. @ moment; the 
ak afide the exécutioner. ,.;*¢ Yapoufmek,” 
faid the, 6: dosyou wemelasrsaiy that when king 
Serkadoum,:my» brother; Sinkarib’s father, .im- 
ai ii to put you to death J contrived to fereen 
you 
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you from his anger? Do yousrecolleé:that at 
that time you were indebted for your pardon: to. 
the very man whofe life yqu'are about to: take 2” 
Yes, imadim, and I'fhall never forget it 
Very well, continued’ Zefagnie,’ this is'the ma~- 
ment to difcover your gratitude ::Hicar is itifios 
cent ; and you would not with to embrue your 
hands in the blood ofa virtuous ‘and beneficent 
man. ‘1 have taken, fromthe fubterrancous 
prifon of my palace; an old flave, a magician, 
Ttainéd with the’ greateft crimes, who has the 
. wéry air and figure of Hicar. Your fuperiors 
at this moment are incapable of obferving yous 
the magician is already dreffed as my hufband 
‘muft bes As foon’ as Hicar fhall appear, you 
will réceive him from the hands ‘of thofe ‘that 
bring him you will load him with the chains 
you have brought; ‘and there is ared handker- 
_ «chief which you will put upon ‘his-eyes 5 you 
_ will then lead him into the hall, | where Ifhall 
‘Be to receive his laft farewel: But you muft.re+. 
‘move indifereet people, under ‘the pretence of 
Fefpecting the laft interview of a hufband and 
wife. A moment after this I will deliver to -you 
my flave, dreffed, in chains, and his eyes co 
‘vered with‘a handkerchief of the very fame 
pattern with that you fhall have:upon. Hicar’s:: 
tov will then give the ee for'execution, and 
Lo? Dowtavs Y. dam TiOF TT © ftrike 
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Atrike off the head of the magician, which you 
will\carry to the palace of the:king.--- 

«© May God» profper your defigns ! replied 
Yapoufmek. Willingly would I hazard my 
life, in’) order to fave’ his. who. is: fo dear to 
pomlte: cna 

Heaven. will bee’ you, faid Zefagnic, and, 


‘en.our part, all:the riches we poffefs {hall be at. 


your difpofal; you {hall want nothing. 
_ Scarcely was this plot concerted betwixt them, 
when: the, arrival of Hicar enabled, them to, put 
it in execution, without experiencing the fmalleit 
difficulty. The magician flave'was on his knees, 
and recognized as the vizir himfelf. by. the 
“guards who. had. brought him: The’ officer,of 
Sinkarib, who. had the charge of giving him an 
aecount.of the, execution. of his-orders, was in+ 
formeds -he approached ; and that very inftant 
the head of the flave was ftruck off: Yapouf- 
rock. took itup, and carried it to the king. 
.. Sinkarib’s officers tore, themfelves with great 
reluctance: from the \pleafures which. the artful 
Zefagnie had, given them to enjoy 5 but they 
mutt of neceflity: return, to.their duty; and Hi- 
car’s fpoufe, having,made the doors of her pa- 
lace be dhut, was left at liberty to devote herfelf 
tothe cares. to which it was now pean: for 
her to attend. 
enh osdered the: body: of. the: magician: to be 


carried 
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carried: away: with. the ‘ufwal! ceremonies,» and 
carried, in its. robes, to. the»tomb «prepared 
for Hicar, ninneeed ‘by ithe aisaalioen 


; a bb qincttli - ilemteogs® 


»» As-foon! as: it»was aia with thevafliftance 
of the jailor of the prifon of her own palace, 
fhe conduéted Hitar intothe cell from ‘which 


_ the old magician;had beenttaken 7 fhe made‘it 


be put into the moft’ commodious order ; ‘and 
this:difmal shabitation became; in the eyes of Ze- 
fagnie, “a moft delightful palace,’ fince it had 
refcued innocence from the rage of envy: °°” 
During ‘this bloody fcene, the hypocritical 


- Nadan, affeting a grief which he“ did not feel; 


had fhut himfelf'up in his apartment.’ Sinka+ 
rib found’it neceflary to bring him ‘out ‘of it. 
‘Be comforted, Nadan,” faid he’ to him; « we 
were difturbed by your uncle, and his humour 
rendered him very dangerous. His whole for- 
tune ‘will belong’to you at his widow’s death; 
and you will foon enjoy its for the cannot long 
furvive the lofs ‘the has faftained:? \' Nadan left 
liis apartment ‘with the king; and ‘they both 
hafte to: drown, in the ftream of pleafure, the re- 
morfe; uneafinefs, and torment, with which they 
were fecretly diftrefled ; and’ became’ ftill more 
negligent of their duty, and the’ mcttie of ar 
ine en 

eee ag of Bice bad eclior 
pames 3 ed 
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gen ‘utmoft grief in Ninevehs:and foon fpread 

a> general ‘mourning: throughout every ‘pro- 
: pete the:empire. Theneighbouring powers 
*having received’ this intelligenee, could not:con- 


“eeive what thould ‘have'determined Sinkarib to 


extinguifh the luminary of Afia, whofe» light 
-was)the firmeft fupport of his power: | His‘ene- 


“mies triumphed, and: ~~" —_ fora. wii 
“to'invade Affyria.0> 

Pharoah, ' etna Sapte) pasion phim 
-jundhire too favourable not to take advantage of 


“it; and“fent’an envoy, with almoft no-retinue, 


to Nineveh, with the following letter to Sinka- 


Sanghi Siodt defies sec now <8 
y i Pana a pape the gered. the ee 


for ae jill: ‘the. had of the fea 


pie ue is ihe immenfe volume of waters which he 
- difeharges by even mouths, to Sinkarin Ki ing 


2 off Ayre Ht Gate 


fd 
wre 
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pode the. man w: wo knows not how: to govern, 


fi refign the command. sie 


“46 We with to gi the yoke hide. 


il ‘4 ty, and ‘to reign’ by our wifdom throughout 
46 ail the earth? *Defcerid from your throne ! 
° @ anid’ come, ‘with’ your: ‘grandees ‘and ‘people, - 
* db dO meet the? chain’, which my armies; ‘that 


igitog 46 yi] 


ee - 
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 swill:cover:your fands, thall bring with;them. 
Wait not in your palace tilko you! meet» de- 
--fornctioncand death. Yousmay, however, 

© have it «im yeur power tol: treat-with:me:as 
o- with: 2 brother ; chee theta ise son? 
© tions : ; hd. shh URAIZS 
«1 te enpbitik ‘anelitiie to vubialbs 
and you muft fend: mea mani who -thall-be 
“ capable of refolving them.,;.You muft build 
ome: a spalace ) betweén »heaven and. ,¢arth, 
_ $¢ whofe: foundation fhall reft.on nothing, and 
 owhofe roof :fhall be fixed to nothing ;. They 
--are-only fuperior men whom..I feek.to ho- 
“ nour. If you can fulfil thefe conditions, 
*€ you fhall receive, for four years, a tenth part 
: i of the revenues of Egypt. But, if the man 
_.“ whom you fend fhould be baffled, if he fails 
" in the fmalleft article I exaét, then you'may 
expect a treatment as much more rigorous 
~ as 1 fhall have caufe to complain ‘either of 
“ your difobedience or of your préfitmption.” 


“$inkarib, aftonifhed at this letter, {héwed it 
to Nadan: “ By what means,” faid he, “ fhall 
L-be able to avert the ftorm which threatens my 
» kkingdom?.. Summon all the. aftrologers, ‘the 
Aearned. men, and the fages of .my empire ;..af- 
emble with them, all-the architeéts ; and let us 
: Aounitittiees: if by.any.enchantment it is 
Fy poflible 
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poflible.to-conftruét this imaginary palace which. 
Pharaoh requires of »me 5 and-fee if there be 

anyone who: flatters chimfelf that jhe will be 
~ sableste anfwer the prtrigiovret m the eye 

tian. king.” i cyd waive Sit Boll. ¢ 

_y The,calling together. fo vibe: Xone an ‘af- 
fembly produced: univerfal aftonifhment. Pha-. 
ragh’s ‘letter was: circulated. throughout” Nine- 
veh; anda copy of iteven reached Zefagnies 
As foon as it was night, fhe repaired, as ufualy 
to Her beloved: Hicar, and communicated: ‘to 
him’ the: contents of the letter; .by which all the: 
‘people were agitated. Hicar, after reading it . 
with attention, inquired at:his. {poufe _— 
fed it"had produced: upon her...) «: 

It appears to. me, -replied.-the, like 2 a dloud 
filled with wind, which is eafily feattered, 
‘Were my Hicar alive. to the reft.of the world, 
I fhould-Jook upon thefe myfteriés ‘of the"E- 
‘gyptian king as idle fancies ;: and I have: alrea- 
dy:conceiyed a plan: of the caftle which-fhould - 
be built: for ‘him: {I would :rather with; howe- 
ver; that \he fhould: make‘wai‘ upon us with 
fuch Jetters,; than. hear-of ;his‘armies being. oe 
on: the frontiersiof the-country. = 

. While ‘this. happy pair were» happy. in the 

enjoyment. which, they’ procured to one .anos 
ther,»,.and ; converfing ;in» tranquility concern- 
ing:the-threatenings ef the Egyptian king; all. 
2 OR: + , Nineveh 


Nineveh was in motion to make” up’ acouncil; 
which fhould form an anfwer to thems Ifa) 
man paffed in the ftreets witha downcaft head; 
a fixed eye, anda thoughtful “air, ‘the officers: 
of Sinkarib pulled the mufer by the *fleevet 
* Make« hafte,” faid they;“* you ‘are certainly 
a learned man, and are waited for in the couns 
cil.” This was addreffed to'the people of eve- 
ry rank, -and frequently to thofe who were not 
expecting it. 

‘At length the council was affembled. The 
well-informed had abfented themfelves, that 
they might not be reduced to the mortification 
of confefling their ignorance. 

The king caufed the difpatches of the Egyp- 
tian monarch be read, after which all with \ one 
voice exclaimed, 

“ Hicar alone could have fulfilled the con- 


. . ditions of Pharaoh! They would be attempt- 


«* ed by any onevelfe in vain.” 

Alas” faid Sinkarib to himfelf, fighing 
deeply, “© Where art thou, Hicar? »Gnawing 
remorfe perpetually fets your imnocence: before 
me, in: fpite of the apparent guilt'which con- 
demned thee. Where could I find another 
fage*to extricate me from ‘this dreadful — 
rinth: in which I am bewildered?” ; 

-Dheounhappy fovercign difmiffed the coun- 
~ — without -fiiggefting any meafures: 


for 


< 
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for his relief, added greatly to his regret. “Hf 
did’ not now feek for Nadan to give him confi- 

dence ‘by his advice, or to diffipate ‘his cares in 
pleafure, “To the palace of his aunt Zefagnié 
~ he bore ‘his inquietude and forrow, and bewail- 
ed with her the man ad a er pee been 
or a 

The wife Tsai” of Hicar loved the’ king; 
whos enetvated’ as he ‘was by the purfuits of 
pleafiire, was endowed with an excellent natus 
ral ‘difpofition, and wholé foul, the’ influence 
of his ¢ourt, corrupted’ as it was, had not yet 
rendered cruel; He threw himfelf at her feet, 
with eyes bathed in tears; and fhe took him im 
her arms: “Come, my déar nephew,” ‘faid the 
to him; © T fhare in your affliction ; the king of 
_ Egypt thiréatens you; ‘but you muft not fuffer 
yourfelf'to ‘be difcouraged, ‘He’ who ‘is able to 
infli& a blow does not begin by threats: In 
challenging your wifdom and knowledge, he 
leads me to fufpect ‘his own. You are the’ fo- 
vereign ofa powerful empires examine your 
forces, draw them out; and advance towards 
the frontiers before they are attacked. 

«© Alas! madam; faid Sinkarib, * the threats 
of the Egyptian king are not the only caufes of 
my affliction ;:I am deprived of Hicar, whofe 
fenfe, counfels, and knowledge, conftituted all 
ae a it “What king on earth would have 
| dared 








\ 
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dared to infil me, had he een ftilb ali 
vinced, from the bottom of my, heart, aeids 
illuftrious man fell a viétim to, a. deteftable, in 
trigue, Lam. afraid. to examine, its. fprings: too. 
nearly,, and to difcover. its. authors, . The cry 
of the nation awakens the remorfe. of my;con« 
fcience. I affembled a council to devife the 
‘means of anfwering the propofitions of Pharoahy 
and I was openly told, that, by. putting Hicar to 
death, I had deprived myfelf of every refource, 
Alas! who. can .reftore me the man whom: I 
have. treated fo barbaroufly! Lead me to-his 
. tomb, that I. may embrace and water with my. 
tears the precious relics of this wife minifter, 
I will afk. .advice at his cold remains. Around 
them the foul of the man who directed my 
youth doubtlefs wanders; and I may yet hope 
to. receive that counfel, which all the pretended 
fages of my court.are unable.to give. 
Zefagnie, that fhe might learn the nature of 
his forrow, did.not interrupt, the king... And, 
when the was convinced that it was not the fear 
alone.of an.inevitable war, that occafioned. his 
diftrefs, but that, a real fenfibility. was the prin- 
cipal, caufe,of i ity: fhe thus fpoke:: 
4. My unfortunate hufband,. incapable of trea 
fon: in any. fhape, certainly funk junder the odie 
ous plot,of, a,mean’ jealoufy.,, But the enemies 
who attacked :his, reputation without fuccefs, 
sb have 
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havenot been more fortunate in their attempt 
Nesta a ier Providence 





oe prcarwckioey Ecevit plies 
port of joy. Ah! my heart.is-relieved ! Hea- 
ven hath faved me from the remorfe of guilt, 
_ andhath referved for me an infallible -refource 
againft the vain efforts and re 
toah.!. But how has:this miracle been per: 
ed?. Where fhall I find this venerable fage? 
And, alas} how fhall I bear his looks, after my 
black ingratitude towards him ? Will the fhame 
with which I am covered. ben Salicient oti 
; ment for my crime Z 8 

Keep yourfelf calm fora anoments. anita 
Zefagnie ; I will fee if it is poffible to bring 
him hither; Dread-not his prefence: Heaven, in 
- protecting-his life, has’ alfo preferved his vir- 
tues; nay, it has even crowned them, by granting 
him patience-in- arenaseneaue 
known before... 

Sinshan rqngedeterm lian of. she lade 
py revolution which-had taken place in the 
heart of Sinkarib; it affeéted the old man very 
deeply ; and fhethentold him, that fhe had cone 
cealed the fervice done them by Yapoufmek. 
* vite Said the, « vs 

be 











nam.” (ik apleear rss dap ss Bra) Tat dpe ane 
I pti wy Binks cubed 
- folations he had drawn from ‘the heart of Zee 
fagnie,* thofehe derived’ from: his own reflec~ 
tions, the ‘eafe he enjoyed in the dungeon 
where he: lived, and the ufe of elixirs, which 
had fupported both his body and his mind ; all 
thefe together feemed to have renewed the age 
of this old man. He at length came out from 
his retreat, na Sr grets in the Se pes his 
fovereign. 

-Sinkarib ishanéidtatchy threw himfelf: into ‘his 
arms, and with pepiagg reftrained” his ‘joy, 
*¢ Be calm, -prince,” faid Hicar; * it is effen- 
tially neceflary to” your intereft’ that “my: being 
alive fhould not be known, I knowon-what terms 
you are with the king of Egypt; ‘he would at- 
tribute to me all the fprings which we are a- 
bout to fet in motion; and, prefuming too 
zona he. would: A qe 





260 ARABIAN TALES, 


being alive, the Egyptiam enyoy would be made 


acquainted with it. . You muft not, then, Sire, 
give. any. perfon t the fmallett hint of the fecret 


you have now, learned : -Befides, you. have .no- . 
need .to; be. uneafy about the propofitions of 


Pharoah ; 3/1 have. already. noted down, in the: 
‘filence, of my retreat, the. anfwer: which you 
muft return ; and," under a feigned name, I 
will fulfil the engagements you are about to 
come ret Bers ia are : 


4 (BFOH etry 


ort thy ye “apevie' to Prnanosts 8 of 
Egypt. 


Phe man iohom a debater aftonifhes will ne- 
ver perform One; Tw ish: b 


« “Your ‘letter, brother, hath’ filled me with 
“« admiration at the extent and depth of the 
bid knowledge. which it announces, and the re- 
«¢ {pect which it fhows you have for the human 
i pace, & have the honour to be of your 
« opinion, ‘that the power which fubdues men 
© all 9 degrades. them ; 5 and that ‘they were born 
to be governed by wifdom and knowledge. 
“¢ Many learned men of my court are contend- 
« ing for the honour of being admitted to a 
«© nearer view Of | your furprifing knowledge, 
“ and of | trying their weak abilities 1 in the ex- 

m 6“ « planation 





— 


Bi 
‘a 


© your’ palace, are h here’; a 
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«’ planiation "Of the difficulties, ‘you are'té 


“ ‘propofe. ‘The> architetts, ’ “who” mutt “build 









«' they colleét ubbnet? who rity” be’al 


“© execute their orders’; and this reqquites Wad: 


e Tay of three months.” ‘f ani fenfible’ of the 
« importance this délay will otcafion you.’ !''' 

“ee All that -you have'to do’ ig to’ find people 
“ to fupply them with Materials :Tw all other ré- 


“© fpedts I accept your terms, ‘and ami ready both 


* to give and to receive hoftages, unlefs my 
« word -fhall be: eenachaian as I rely with entire 
*© confidence in your’s. 

~ Sinkarib was greatly aftonifhed at ‘the con- 
tents/of this letter... I. know well,”. faid he to 
Hicar, “ that you can anfwer all, Pharoah’s que- 
ftions. But, fuppofing you. to be the architect 


of this palace in the air, Where could you find, 


in three mionths, workmen to labour under your 
orders, unlefs the genii of the a air fhonl: pad 
it Pes 


_- & My wife,” replied Hicar, « has ardent 


ken the conitruction of this whimfical edifice : 

She intends to render it impoffible for Pharoah 
to fulfil the conditions.to which he is bound by 
the letter yon are about to fend him. Zefag- 


‘nig looks upon. this aerial palace ‘as an’ infant’s 





Which muft be deftroyed by the ar- 
tifice of a woman : It belongs to her to contrive 
a“ 2 ies 
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She will give me ‘fome diredtions for its 
execution. Return to your’ palace, Sire 5 dif- 


patch the Egyptian ‘ambaffadors. I will hut | 


myfelf up’ in my folitude; where; ‘under the 
name ‘of Abicam, a Chaldean’ aftrologer, and 


‘protected by Zefagnie, lintend to live unknown . 


tovall the world, and occupied with yea affairs. 
if any embaraflment fhould occur in them, you 
can eafily make me acquainted with it. ee 
have one advice to give’you. 0 

He’ who' plotted “my death is as frets your 
enemy asinine. Be upon your guard: You need 
-not be afraid of any. blame on this account, 
fince the pretenfions of the Egyptian’ king fur- 
nifh you the moft plaufible pretext.: Double 
your guard, and take mine, which you left from 
refpect to the princefs your aunt. The chief who 
conimands them ‘is beyond the reach of corrup- 
tion ; and all his officers are of his own choice, 
Honour him with your confidence; and. this 
will be one re more between: yas and every 


ape 
» Hicar foci to: hen forefeen slid ea of 
msiien ‘This. ungrateful minifter, perceiving 
that the king’s going fo frequently to Zefagnie 
muft neceflarily complete his-ruin, had formed. 
the defign of bribing Sinkarib’s guards, of fend. 
Bde che ae to the — king, and of be- 
afi 89 coming 








Se a so 





coming his fueceffor on the ‘Aflyrian throne, as 
a tributary | of Pharoah, oF ede RE iaset: 

» Sinkarib fhowed him..the-letter’ he, -meant.to 
addrefs to the-king of Egypt. . Nadan, although 


its contents aftonifhed him, looked upon. it-on- 


ly as-a contrivance to. gain, time,-— = Your ma- 
jetty,” faid he to the. king, « knows very’ well 
that you'cannot fulfil the’ conditions ‘it, impofes, 
and probably you avail yourfelf-of. this delay to 
make preparations for war.?-—Yes, replied Sin- 
karib 5; and Iwill employ every poflible method 
to enable me. to -profecute my defign, at. the 
head-of ‘fifty thoufand chariots ; but, we; muft 
wait the'departure of the Egyptian meflengers, 
that we may not create in them any fufpicion. 
In the: mean time, notwithftanding their - pre- 
fences and without being in, the leaft fufpected, 
I.can withdraw the guard from: Zefagnie, in, or- 
‘derito inure them, to exercife, and to prepare 
them for accompanying me to the war. 

~Nadan thought he. had, now, found. -out. the 
motive which led the king fo frequently to, the 
widow of Hicar, and} became: lefs,fufpicious of 
this cireumttance::, Without .this, the increafe, of 
his guard, and the inclination, which, appeared 
in Sinkarib to take the management of, his bu- 
finefs ‘into. his.own, hands, -would have added 
: greatly jto: his: fears, He? applauded the’ wife 


meafures of his fovereign, and. promifed to nes 


Z 3 gee 


‘@RABIAN TALES: - 269 


~ 


270 . ARABIAN ‘TALES. 


glect nothing which ‘mightbe neceflary to put’ 
_ the forces of the cape a cdeigaaal foot- 
ing. hiss 

The meffengers ‘of? Pharoah dicnmot pia 
Ninéveh with \ difpatches from» Sinkarib, and 
convinced, by ‘public ‘report, ‘that none among 
the learned’ of his court had been held enough 
to undertake the explanation ‘of the :myfteries 
which the Egyptian monarch meant to propofe. 

Zefagnie difmiffed from the folitude of Hicar 
all ‘the flaves'to whom: he was known, except 
the gardener, in whom he had entire confidence: 
Their places were fupplied, ‘as’ well as* thofe of 
the other domeftics, by ‘people to whom their 
mafter’ was totally unknown. » Hicar, already in- 
formed of ‘it, appeared to’ the gardener under 
the name of “Abicam, ‘a Chaldean aftrologer, 
who'was'to be ‘allowed the ufe of the philofo- 
_ phical apparatus which had belonged to Hicar 5 

and was wholly engaged with Zefagnie’s pro- 
for connftruéting the aerial palace... 

’ Hicar’s huritfimen were, by orders, of his 
fpoufe; to -over-tun the defarts, int which. the 
monftrous birds, called rocs *, were accuftomed 
‘ to breed.’ see were to — away two. of 
sisal aendalizia: aieanagesiin etens 
<o* The Ree, A ‘Muaabes an enormous fize, nee ag is 
found in. the defarts of Africa ; 5,it can carry a weight 
of two hundred pounds, ‘Maily are of opinion that it 

is Fabulous. 
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sate very young, with their firft .down, upon 
them, and: conduct them to the: gardener of 
the folitary : manfion. an 
~ Hicar, under the name} of.Abicam,. was) to 
i two young flaves, ¢leven) years old,..who 
muft be rendered fo’ familiar with the. birds, 
that the inftiné of the two ipaties, right from 
to be blended together...; 
The birds were piste obs paticwting te te 
- care Of ithe young children, who left them nei- 
ther night norday. ‘They fed and flept. toge- 
ther.. There. was foon a very clofe familiarity 
eftablithed betwixt the four companions : andas 
the rocsas'yet found great difficulty in raifing 
themfelves into the air, they followed, the. chil- 
dren every where, in the fame manner as they 
would: have  followéd their. dam... The chil- 
dren got up ‘upon the back of. thefe. birds, 
which took great pleafure in carrying them, 
They fixed upon them fmall convenient faddles, 
on which the heroes, as they were tied to them, 
fat. very gracefully, and without running any 
hazard of falling: -The' birdstook the  firft 
flight im the gardens; they were kept bya long 
ribband fixed to their feet; which Hicar held in 
hisshand. . By degrees the children became 
able for them, and held the ‘ribband which 
ferved them for reins. Obedient gto the voice 


of shit Ate companions, the birds waved nes 
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or alighted at their pleafure..., This docility in- 


creafed with their ftrength; and.there now re- 


mained nothing but to inftruét the young chil- 


dren: in what they were to fay and do, on their 


arrival .in, Egypt's and,..as they were both en- . 


dowed with an excellent underftanding, | this 
part? of she Hae was the. ae sto be exe- 
cuted. 


the fuecefs of her, undertaking, and accuftomed 
both-the children: and the rocs to.obey, her or- 
dets. Everytime Sinkarib. came. to -vifit her, 
fhe: comforted him refpecting’ his uneafinefs and 
his fears; concealing from him, however, the 
means fhe was employing to relieve them. 
The! prince, \roufed:.from the.flumber .in 
which his vigilance and activity had. been buried, 
ever fince he afcended ‘the throne,.thought at 
length of giving new vigour to the !languifhing 
fprings of his empire..He found ‘very, great 
refources in Nadan, who, being now awakened, 
difplayed the treafures of knowledge. with which 
Hicar had ftoréed his. mind... This minifter be- 
held the rigorous: term of three months fait ap- 
proaching, without any ‘preparation for war be~« 
ing undertaken, or any perfon.nominated as the 
chief ‘of the embafly,; and therefore he flattered 
himfelf that’he would reach the moment when 
his ambitious’ projets might burft into full view. 
2} eee The 


Seloieale came soni time to. time to sais 


tae 
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"The defencelefs’ frontiers were “expofed' to the 


inroads of ‘an enemy, and thé number of his 
fubjects Were diminifhing every day 5 for the At 
fyrians ‘Was paffing over itito’ Egypt'in' order to 
withdraw themfelves frotti’ mesah nuded with 
which’ they were threatened?* (16 © DOL: 
When the eighth month hadi elapfed’ fince 
Sinkarib’s letter had been difpatched to Pharoah, 
Hicar, under the naime of Abicani, demanded 
permiflion’'to begin his*journey: «He was to 
be efcortéd by the Arabs of the: moft remote 
defart. Tt was'not till then that Nadan learned 
that a Chaldean philofopher, protected by Ze- 
fagnie, had undertaken to fatisfy the Egyptian 
king in every point. His furprife was greatly in- 
creafed ‘when he heard that Zefagnie’ herflf 
wifhed to accompany this fage, whofe ability 
fhe had warranted. He underftood nothing of 


- this extraordinary undertaking ; but, if it was 


unfuccefsful, Nadan fhowed her al the dangers 
to which fhe would be expofed. 

Every thing was now in readinefs for the em 
baffy, and all the retinue were affembled at Hi- 
car’s folitude. Sinkarib ftole from the trouble- 
fome crowd, to enjoy the fweets of a private in- 
terview with his embaflador. 

~ Maintain your tranquility, Sire, faid the pru- 
dent minifter; ‘together with'the fafety of your 
canine promife.you the. return. of the fubjects 


who) 
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who have emigrated from’ your frontiers, the 


four years tribute, and the reimburfement ‘of 
all your extraordinary expences. T leave you 
With Naddn, whom you rouft fill employ. He 
pofleffes abilit'es, and will be neceflary to you ; 
_ But do not lofe fight of hint even for a moment. 
At my return I will inform you why I think him 


dangerous. You are lefs connected with one. 


another by your pleafures fince you have filled 
up Your time with public bufinefs, and you 
may eafily conceal from him your fufpicions. , 

‘The envoy ‘of Sinkarib began’ his march. His 
whole equipage confifted of four elephants. ‘He 
himfelf and his fpoufe, with two eunuchs, were 


on one tower: The two ‘rocs, and their young _ 


guides, had each of them one, with a flave to 
ferve them.’ Four women and two eunuchs 
loaded the back of the fourth elephant ; and an 
hundred flaves on horfeback armed with a fabre 
»and a fpear, efcorted this little party. 

-A filken net covered the tower in which the 
birds were fhut’up, that they might be conceal- 
ed from the’ infpeétion of the curious. The 
object of this déftination was to be kept a pro- 
found fecret from all ; and the eunuchs walked 
night and day around thefe myfterious cages, 
and kept the indifcreet at a diftance, and to 
prevent all converfation with their conductors, 
~ who themfelyes were. pearinced that, the ele- 
phants 





— 
' 
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i ies ares: iidilacdec prefents. to; Pha- 


roa thet San | pert: cated (oF 
e whole < caravan. . arrived, -at Maffer *. with. 
out “having” met with any difficulty... Hicar 
pitched his camp in a commodious. place in the 
environs of the city, and, in quality. of envoy: 
from king Sinkarib, demanded a sudience-nf 
Pharoah. ; 
’ The Egyptian mnonarch a ceiced by the 
advice of the priefts of Ofiris, whofe temple 
ftands in the middle of the great lake Merov +, 
was well affured that he had propofed que- 
ftions, to refolve which was, above the capacity 
of mortals : He was on his guard againft the il- 
lufions of magic; and was certain that, by his 
embarrafling propofitions, he would difconcert 
the abilities, however great they might- be, of 


the pretended fage who had been fent to. him, 


He fent notice to the ambaflador that .he was 
ready to receive him; and, that he might com- 
mand the greater refpect, was furrounded with 
all the magnificence of his court. 

Hicar, in a very extraordinary. drefs, un- 
known even; at the court of Sinkarib, appear- 
ed before the. monarch. The. _firmnefs of, 


Mech eure , rot % ‘ERs is 


a ia or Mefraim. Grand Cairo, built by Met 
raim'the\{6a of Cham. 


+ Merovi*'The lake Merov, mentioned in Strabo’s 
Hiftory of Ancient Egypt, and that of Diodorus Siculus. 


~ 
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his ftep, and his majeftie air; already cominand- 
ed the tefpect of ‘the whole affembly : Heé-ad- 
wariced to the foot’of the throne, and ‘prottra- 
‘ted himfelf; and, when this firft horiage: was 


‘pald;he thus fpaked Pm ye 


+ t€ Sire’ You Have fent a ‘challenge’ to my 
mafter, which he joyfully accepts} asthe com- 
bat does not | expofe’ either” the repofé’ or the 
life of your two nations. ‘You “with only to 
difpute*concerning fcience and wifdom; and'I 
come from him, admiring “your *gréatnefs, to 


‘make Known to you his, arid fecure him’ your 


efteem for ever. If, by the favour’ of: heaven, 


Tam faccefsfal in this undertaking, (permit me, 


fublime monarch! to recal your conditions to 
your ilemory), we have your ‘facred-word, that 
you will ‘for four ‘years pay a tribute on all the 
productions of Egypt. ‘ If I am found incapable 
of anfwering the queftions agreed upon; my 
life fhall'atone for my audacity’ and the king © 
of Affyria, whofe refpe& for fcience knows no 
eros fhall fubjeét his crown’ to you, ‘and en- 
gage to pay annually into your treafures _what- 
ever’ranfomyou fhall be pleafed to demand.” 
' The dignified and modeft air of the Affyrian 


: ambaffador, © the arrangément, the precifion, 


and the. ‘force of his’ fpeech, aftonifhed Pha- 
raoh ; and he: reproached himfelf: for his rafh- 


29 Could: a oes funk im effeminacy, 


way 





- they»devote themfelves for! they fafety: of a 
prince, every moment of whofe life was marke 
ed by weaknefles, and. errors/?.,In the fituation 
im -which,\the; Aflyrian. ambaffador then was, 
what could’ the old Hicar daave Afaid better, ale. 
pete tmren: ftill alive ? 

."Phefe} refleGtions. prevented Pharach Scone 
returning,an.,imm immediate anfwer.to. the {peech 
peippeiindes but at pen he. breke fi- 
' Jences | 
i Bows Sinkarib,. what is one: name oi? 


| sattiipeansila: »Abicam,. the -humblet of .my 


_ fexrereign’s flaves.. I am one ‘of thofe worms 
-who have hitherto creeped undiftinguifhed a- 
bout the throne. .At the.court of. my mafter, 
truft.and honours are conferred.on-people more 
raoh; whofe furprife was ftill. inoreafed,, if 1 
have before me the meaneft of. the fervants of 
the» Affyrian: king, his. dominions. muft be 
peopled-with divinities! But, fince yon are. fo 
inferior, why wasyou made choice of,.jn pre- 
ference to.fo many illuftrious men, fince Sin- 
karib pretends fo.much efteem forme? 
>) Vox. IL Aa Sire ! 
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- Sire! replied the ambaffadér, thé "bees: ame 
ced in the feale of exiftence’ betwixt: birds and 
infects, is the leaft, of all the wiiged® animals. 
Yet, fee the wondlerful work tt éomipofes be 
is admitted with di ftinction to the’ tables of the 
moft illuftrious fovereigns5 ‘and, “in the’ ‘eye of 


Sinkarib, ‘the fnall and the great aie oF ete 


eftimation. . He judges * ‘thén® froin the pinnas 
cle of greatnels to which the Déftitiies have 
raifed him. ‘ThisWhfwer delighted the Bgyp: 
tian king, who, although dazzled with his own 
magnificence, yet beheld’ with enthufiafin the 
merit and knowledge which feemed to rife a+ 


_ bove all ordinary bounds. He difmifled he 


offering him for a habitation the moft beau 
ful palace in Maffer ; but the hufband’ of Ze- 
fagnie chofe rather to return-to hig | ‘¢ompa- 
nion, where every thing neceffary for him was 
fent by the orders of Pharoah. 

~ Scarcely had Hicar retired under ‘his tént, 
when a minifter from the king came to acquaint 
him, that in three days hé muft return to the pa- 
lace prepared to anfwer the queftions that rete: 
be put to him. 

“The vizir, completely fkilled in ‘the art oF 
courts, received the Egyptian minifter in a 
‘manner of which this ° ‘Taft had formed’ no 


‘idea, and fent ' him back, Seibel that 
the 


2 
<< = 
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the snanwith, whom-he had juft 
above. the condition. of ‘mortals, sa 
_ The three. days were clapfed ; 
paired. to,the. palace of the ki 
ed for at the, gates, to be con 
ceremony into. Pharoah’s prefence, et a was 
feated on his throne, clothed in a purple robe, 
embroidered with gold, and richly adorned with 
jewels; with a moft {plendid and magnificent, 
t,around him, confifting of all the grane 
dees of the kingdom. 
od The. Affyrian -minifter, having falated him, 
refpectfully, waited with downcaft cyes, and his 
hands folded. upon his breaft, till fome one 
fhould fpeak to him. _ 

» Abicam,”. faid the king to. him, « ‘every 
isi. in the univerfe is enigmatical, and every, 
object.of contemplation conceals an important 
truth. » Caft your eyes on me, “and around my 
throne, and tell me what I refemble in the midit 
of my court | ” : 
of Sire,” replied Hicar,: “ here I am no tots 
firuck, than I would be if the Nile, which COm, 
vers the divinities of my country, were to fall, 
and. difclofe to my view Bilelfanam, furrounded, 







ep ataake ; 
ie ra atk wait 


~ with all his power. 


The _ king of Egypt, pleafed with this antiver, 
ordered, the ambaflador to be clothed. in one of 
ne moft beautiful robes in the palace, and de- 

Aaz2 ferred 
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ferred the remainder of bog scape nae 
day, at the fame hout 02 POY Oe mh 
* "Phe king received: ee then dpeffed' in ans 
and hid courtiers wore fuits'of different! Lae 
which? were by fio means fofplendid. | 
“What do you fee here ?? afked Pharoah. 
MoT fee Biré, | the fertile plains of Egypt un- 
dil lecdy dried up,’ ‘without’ the finalleft vege- 
tation’ waiting ‘for thofe: treafures, which are 
foon td defcend from the fummits of the moun- 
rainsiOF Ethiopia’ : “Phis isothe pilerurrdy of 
the! court with which you a¥é/furrounded.. 
“% Your vaft turban ‘reprefents the rev 
pins ‘on which the heavens appear to vets fal 
“Your eyes, and your’ mouth, are the bind 
ficent fourdes; which are: ornare far ve wie 
the nourifhing (lig: cole 
'o@ Your hands, like the thiklin of the Del- 
ta, will diftribute your. fuperfuous wealth 5 and 
évery thing that breathes tees be mage ie in~ 
to a new being.?c <> 
 Starcely had: he finished Abtetie sine an 
emotion ‘of :univerfal admiration appeared i in the 
countenance ofall. Pharoah, after ordering a 
drefs {til more fumptuous than the former to 
be given tothe ambaflador of Sinkarib, appoint- 
ed the following day for a third andience. 
o(Elicar;\on ‘his:return, found the fovereign fo 
reins wits the mumber and: brilliancy ‘ef his 
 pheiaslg jewels, 





. 
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Jewels, that ‘he‘could.not look ftedfaftly at him; 
his vizirs alfo were covered, with; them. | The; 
effet of fo much light forced the ambaffador to. 
catt down his eyes ; and Pharoah, availing him= 
felf of this confufion, : faid to, him, “ Sage of Ad- 
fyria, what fenfation do you'feel?”,. © 4. 

* I awoke late,” replied’ the. ‘astieBiald | 3: 
“ and my eyes having {tarcely got out of the; 
darknefs, in which, they were. wrapped up du~ 
ting my repofe, are/not yet familiar with the 
tays of the fm, whofe perfect image 1 now be- 
hold in your majefty, But, by putting my hand 
before:my eyes, Iam able to contemplate and. 
diftinguith, together with the ornaments of the 
Zodiac, the feven: planets which borrow their 
light from the ftar which illuminates the-uni+ 
gap 

'-Pharoaly was betrayed i into an, abctinaiiea of 
applaufe. “But it’ was: yet. too: foon to confefs 

himfelf overcome. | Even when the ambaflador 
' fhould have given a full explanation’ of every 
queftion which might be propoftd, the aerial pa- 
lace would {till remain to be built ;:and he would 
have it in his: power to: a erage of 
receiving them. Boi 

In the: mean time, ied to put the wit 
dom of ‘Hicar to a thew trial}, he fpoke to him 
thus’: *© You have made me three anfwers fuc- 
cohivelys owith which» I: mmft:! confefs: myfelf 
ss Aa 3 pleafed 5 


\ 
- 
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pleafed s, now, after haying pointed. out fo'well 


the allufion of the. fplendour which, furrounds 
me, .to what), wonld.iyon: compare: your! own 
ing Siakarib 27 ring int to Winutiogas mots ict 
tet « Sire,” replied Hicar, © Tnever sraifed. my 
thoughts fo high. This attempt, | totally new, 
furpaffes all my efforts. It is almoft imapoflible for 
ame, to fix at, once. on all: his refemblances 5 for, 
under. each; of them, I.could exhibit him‘in the 
moft {plendid. point, of .view.—The- friend of 
Bea: be is like, the: wind. of the-fouthy which, 
moying, without, interruption, | feareely ruffles 
the furface of the; ocean. If the wind of the 


P north fhould difpute, his. claim ‘te glory, then, 


confcious of his, ftrength,/ he hurls forth the 
form... Lightening lathes, inthe -bofom:|.of 
Jightening 5, the thunder burfts in awful pealss 
the waves of the fea fhake the folid rocks,. »and 


-_difclofe the foundations. ofthe-earth? 4) 


«. Thefe words, of Hicar.were. terrible. asthe 


and all his court were: difmayed; .and -Sin- 
tkarib, was, elevated,-in his mind, high’ as the 


~waults of ‘the palace of) Maffer. A profound * 


filence teftified.at once'the abilities.of the ora- 
tor, ||and. (the) confternation:: of the audience. 
\“Dhough, borne /ajray.(byihis enthufiafn,: and 
notwithfianding,:theformidable: greatnefssin — 
-which; hejhad,reprefented his fovercigny: Hi-_ 


OY one ¢ 12. aie 





j 
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dahadl ‘given “offence'to'! oie. "The meflen- 
ger of peace; it’was his duty" to! make’ war be 
dreaded’; and he! was" fubniifhied “With ‘an “tnt 
forefeen opportunity of infpiring’ the E¢ 
— ‘with pena fot" the forces! of his maf- 
sits ddl. -.deid ot.enigposdy 
~TWe pride it Paci was? ficteirlti any 
one even hinted ‘at his having a’rival t upon earths 
but! the prefence’ alone of the ‘Adytian’ anibatit 


‘ido? thewed Kinr this was poffible.’' 


dot M@i'are°not to be'teckoned as we réckoh 
calli" ‘faid’ he ‘to |hinfelf; “one camel’ is 
worth no ‘more than ‘another ; ‘but the’ mah 
who is ‘before ‘me is worth! a whole: army! 
The difcourfe he’ has pow held, would in‘any 
‘other man have been the ‘higheft ‘pitch of auda- 
citys But in ‘him it is’ the Bes OF’ cou- 
‘yages 
_ After thefe wahehian he ordered the ‘mag- 


onificence of ‘the robes, “with which he intended 


‘to honour Abicam, to be till matrrike and 
then thus addrefled him: ~ ud 

1: You will\returh ‘to-niorrow, ‘Abicatii’ I 
‘have till‘ one*quéftion to» propofé, to whiclr 
you mutt: give: me a’ fatisfying anfwer. The 
demands Lhave made:upon ‘Sinkatib ‘fhall - not 
‘bein.vain’s: nor fhall the fervour of your zeal 
deceive mey epipatiins the forces which ‘he’ can 
teing peat me, | anh come’ off victoriots 
“he in 
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in every point, I thall look upon your triumph, 4 





as ‘a fayour from heaven, which.I ought to re- 4 


fpeét.. But, if I have the advantage in any iy 
ticle: whatever, nothing thall aise me: front! : 
-profecuting my rights.” é | 

© Talfo will demand: mine,” ‘replied Hicar, 
«* when they fhall’ have been ‘clearly-eftablith- 
ed ;” and he was about to take his leave of the 
kinig for the fourth time, when the arrival of 
a meflenger from Affyria, with difpatches: for 
the king of Egypt,’ was announced to the pre- 
tended Abicam. Hicar demanded: permiffion, 
to bring’ forward the courier; he received the 
letter, and, after putting it upon his heart and 
his head, delivered it to the fovereign to whom: 
it was addreffed: Pliaraoh eer it5 _ thefe 
were < contents. 


“Sinkarip, King of, Afyria, to PHaRaon, King 
of Egypt.” aa) "tet 


When reafon and good. ‘bith prefide, avery 
difference may be fettled,. 


“© As my ‘fervant Wbiait is with you, ‘he 
« will, no doubt, fatisfy you ‘in whatever you 
? may ‘defire of him; and I fuppofe you will 
“ be no lefs pleafed with him than with me, 
* who. defire nothing but peace and your 





« friend a 





cpeminn eariels allomy ‘feighbours s-but: ist have: 
“ fome who are more ambitious than wifes All. 
“ are not endowed with!an: enlightened ‘under- 


* ftanding. I have laboured! to render the for- 


“ ces of my empiré: fo refpectable, that I. niay- 
“ be-able.to'make them’ repent ‘the Jeaft ins. 


‘* fringement | ‘ofthe’ treaties into -which we 
« have ‘entered. But I -ftand:-in need of nine 
“-hgndred katars*, to complete the payment 
“of fixty thoufand chariots of war which I 
have equipped; and I befeech you to ad- 


“vance them, Your: delivering this fum into. 


“the harids of my ambaflador fhall- be confi- 
“ dered asa mark of your confidence, which 
s¢ will entitle you ftill more to my efteem.” 


Pharaoh was led from furprife to admiration 
by the wifdom and firmnefs 6f Hicar’s replies ; 
and the letter of Sinkarib ftill increafed his a- 
ftonifhnient ; as it was a proof, that’ this mho- 
narch was perfeétly at eafe refpeding “every 
thing that might be required of. his ambafia- 
dor; and. that he confidered himfelf before-. 
hand. as. victorious in the peppelrt challenge. 

Eb Skratn Befides, 


asi 


Tt CIF WERT oi 


“A ie coin which drifwers to titee ‘hundred livres. 
_ French. money. 


~ 
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Befides, :it fuggefted to his mind a very formi+ 
dable; power, in {peaking of Sinkarib’s. havingy_ 
augmented his military force; bythe addition — 
ef fixty thoufand chariots. of war. This was) _ 
not ‘the ftyle in which Nadan had fpokem of: ~ 
thém to the deputies of Pharaoh; the:Affyrian: 
king feemed to have intended to conftruct- only: 
forty thoufand chariots, and even this he, did 
not believe that prince could have accomplitha 
ed, But, inftead of this, Sinkarib’s letter made: 
mention ‘of fixty. thoufand;. and he requefted: 
nine hundred katars to. fupply this. enormous» 
expence, which -he talked of asa: trifle. . In: 
any other fituation, Pharaoh would -have con- 
' fidered this lofty ftyle as a: political trick; -but» 
the confideration alone, of the. niinifter. by» 
whom it was prefented muerte asin to 
give credit t6 the-letter.. 

« Abicam,” faid he to him, Vehanese com= 
plying with» Sinkarib’s: requeft, 1. muft infift 
upon the conftructiom of the palace I have de+) 
mranded; and which you have engaged to builds: 
Fulfil your obligation, and I fhall -be direkted 
in my anfwer by its execution. ‘ 

. Your majefty will. be pleated -t to point out: 
dis place you have, made choice of for its fitua-. 
tion, replied Hicar,. Although this little wone, 
der muft not reft. upon the earth, yet it mutt 
have certain, points of correfpondencey which it. 

is 
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ect determine. . You muft»give ina 
plan to the archite& who. is :insmy train, and 
ee, ‘to conform himfelf tovyour is 
deas. You muft likewife order materials to be 
colleéted on ‘a fpot of ground’ within ‘the reacly 
of labourers, who  niuft) put: them beers 8 
hands of my -workmens) © 2») ° 
«TI only want, Seidel Iibaigy 2 oslo tetas 
hundred fquare feet, with a dome of a propore 
tioned ‘elevation;: furrounded with a terrace of 
twenty! feet in circumference, defended by a 
railing three feet and a half higher. - I with a 
ladderto hang from it, which fhall almoft 
veach the ground, fo as that one may conveni# 
ently put their foot upon it as they alight fromy 
aeamel. This pavilion, of which the outfide muft 
be adorned according to the tafte of your en 
gineer, muft be an hundred and fifty feet from 
the ground, and fronting the quarter where . 
you have pitched your camp. In-four days you 
flaall: have as many materials:as would build 
four fuch edifices, and workmen ready'to de 
liver them into the hands. of yours ; -but con~ 
fider well my ftipulations. ‘ 
pes ¥ gonna have the honour of saidilitee them 
”, Sire,” vreplied Hicar, “if what is.com- 
aes ‘to. writing could poffibly he forgot. 
In four days your majefty {hall be a witnefs of 
the complete*execution’ of your’ wifhes) > © 
The 
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., The precifion. and coolnefs of Hicar’s anfwers 
completely. confounded Pharoah : He was now 
convinced that he. shad. to.do..with a powerful 
magician : As foon, as..the. 








| 
| 


Was withdrawn, he fent.for the, college of the — 


priefts of Ofiris. and Anubis, in order to.confult 
them 5, and they came at his commands. alti 
He laid before them. the embaraflinent. i inte 
whic. rhe thought. to have thrown Sinkarib, and 
cig which he himfelf had been thrown fince 
ropofitions had been. accepted, .. “ ‘This 

> faid he to him, “ has, fent me.a learned 
eae who guefles all_ my thoughts... Far 
from.being obfeure, as thefe. people commonly 





we 


are, he enlightens my own ideas, and prefents, 


them to me much more accurately than they: 
had occurred ‘to myfelf.. You-who are an, adept 
in all the feiences, can you tell me who this man 
is > Of what kind is his knowledge? And on 
what refources he depends for building, before 
my Own eyes, a pavilion in the air, the dimen-. 
fions of which he has jut now required,.. with 
the fame confidence, that, one would require, 
thofe of the moit fimple palace which was to be. 
conftruéted on ‘the ground ? ? 


“#6 Sire !” replied the oldeft of the ptiefs,”. 


a vewcr. fince this “Abicam has, been. at. your 
court, we ‘have ‘endeavoured, by every mean, we. 
~rould think of, to ‘difcover the nature of his 

con- 





tr PspGe ‘hat it Saint be aa ei 
above’ that to which"we' have’ direéted 
our labours and obfervations. “He is come 
"among thé powerful magiciing of Chalded ; ind 
it's poffible that he is one of them. But, {kill 
ed/as he is in “his art, it will be impofiible 
for “him to’ forin ‘any ‘real thing by natural 
means, or give ‘probability to/an illufion, if three 
as jab iter oppofe the ufe and gradual 
Iding of the means’ he employs. 
“On ‘the day he intends to’ build, we will be= 
take ourfelves to the place marked out ; and‘ we. 
Have little doubt, but that‘his workmen, if he 
| ‘really has < any, will be unable to fupport the fire 
_ oF our piercing looks, and the effect of our magi- 
‘eal charms. © 





The king, taking courage at this difcourfe, 
ordered every thing requifite for the conftruc= 
tion"of thé pavilion’ to be- teady on the appoint~ 
ed fpot: Four thoufand Ethiopians, fix hun- 
dred ‘chariots, an hundred elephants, and ‘the | 
moft expert workmen in Egypt, were employed 

in‘collediing the neceffary materials, 
“Hlicar and’ Zefagnie obferved thefe ‘great pre- 
‘parations* without ‘the Teait uneafinets 5 the 
‘Vor. tee ee SO mearrs 
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means they: were to etrilay wear fo Spey tha 4 
they: could not doubt, of. their fuccefs., Hable 9 

In the mean time, the term) preferibed had 
-e{caped); anda herald hadjalready intimated to 
Hicar, that the king of Egypt.waited. for himat — 
the palace, whither he immediately repaired... 
-.& Well, now !” fage Abicam,” faid Pharoah, 
your withes aré/ fulfilled. ., — 
ceflary for building a whole: palace is at the a 
pointed: place, . Areitinkkario'e gyno 
to begin? 

They have only seated na the fgnal mie your 
majefty’s pleafure, replied Hicars and if, in an 
‘hour hence, your majefty is difpofed to go to 
the place marked out, your defires {hall all be 
fatisfied. Meanwhile I return to my wot 
haften the work. . 

What new fubject of | adluicesion’ ‘Sei ce. E- 
“gyptian monarch!  Abicam was a.man whe 
“never feemed to» diftruft his refources. . The 
king gave orders for an hundred. chariots.to be 
inftantly yoked, that-he might afford hiscourtan = 
“opportunity of enjoying this very fingularfpec- 
tacle. The college of the priefts were addedito. _ 
this train ; which was ftill farther. increafed by 
an immenfe crowd.of people from Mafltr.. 

» Hicar. and Zefagnie waited to receive Pha- | 
aie under arms; and the. whole party were 
acmed. by order of the; ambaflador, ,. He had g 
put | 








tc a 


Bile mae al their heady ond-appemrelt as dove 


midable under the banners of Mars as under 
the fhield 6f Minerva: eg riem sit al 

> Phe four ‘elephants,’ covered'with towers a- 
Gorhéd With waving’ flags, were placed. inthe 
van. "The two rocs and their guides were each 
i their tower, and only waited the fignals they’ 
were to obey. As foon as’ Hicar could: diftin- 
guith the chariot of Pharioby he made Zefag- 

nie’afcend his ‘tower; ordered the mufic to be- 
gin, and fet off himfelf at full gallop to meet 
the: fovereign. 

© Seeing’ a horfeman advancing fo gracefully, 
and? with fuch a martial \ appearance, the 
‘Egyptian King” never once thought that» it 
was the “Afiyrian ambaflador. » Hicar. alighted 
from his horfe, and was foon réecognifed by the 
‘King, to;whom he paid his refpects. 


“6 What! ds it you, Abicam !” bai. he to 


. ; “ howcen you thus remove from yourfel£ 
“the”burden of! yearsy:and -difplay -before me as 
uth  gratefulnefs and vigour, as-you have al- 
readythown © me -wifdonn”s4« Sire ?s-replied 
‘Hiear, “your ‘majetty extols toovhighly: the 
weak“ abilities which you are kind enough to 
romarlevin® ‘Abicam ;:they are the effect of: that 
lation’ with which ‘the -kine my “ma- 
fter infpites “his minifters. Buty let-us not de~ 
be to fulfil’ ‘the’ engagements» agreed -wpon 
B a an ; with 





- pian Ee i 


With Jolir majelty} itiy —— are all Peaay, a 
and eager to gratify your impatience ; “and er « 
only wait your ‘majélty’s érder dabei : 
proo8 oth 'Of their Zeal and dexterity! egies . 
o'e'Pet theny begitl,” Aid! PHarach) 2 Hicat 
fil itty eave the elephants, ‘and ttiade’a 
fignal with his hand, upon whith the niet Whit a 
covered the two towers ‘difappeared. as. woinan 
ther appeared, and afcendéd into the air.” “ge 
was"! dréffed' after ‘thd secre 

a piirple-célodted robe, all be(panyled’ with 
gold { a veil’ of gauze fluttered “ih He wd 
fro ‘the top’ of ‘a ‘tiara enriched With) diz- 
‘monds, which, ftriggling with the rays of ‘the 
fin, Kémed'to rival their {pleridour.” Every ob- 
Jeet another, “in Which “fhe” caft “her Tively 
aiid piercing’ eyes, immediately felt itfel Com- 
pletely fubjected to her will ; and the expreffid 
of her features’ diféoteréd at ones the Wey 
ghd‘ grace ‘of her fex.’ Thrice “fhe ftruck thé 
wir’ ‘with her rod,” and, ‘in ‘a’ diftin® and firra 
¥Oiee;* pronounced! the following words. ee 
(0 Pamblé “flaves ‘of the’ powerful ‘king Sii+ 
“ karib! obey the —— ‘af the’ hai ae 
s Pharaoh ! frabtidiss bilge 

‘> At that infant a’ ssiagiiucliaacisie ‘and. 
the roes leaving their ‘towers, carried above the 
clouds their young’ condudtors, two of ‘hie Hib 
peal objec —— béeho 
lend 











' 


a ee 
| plendid and lef perfidious than.th irate 


nusy Shey. appeated,.. thea 
sy ith, which they were carried, .t0,,enjoy 
themfelves.very. much:on the, back. of , ‘ 





aerial fteeds,. _ directing their motion , towards 


heaven, from whence they feemed. to. hae sie 
originally, defcended, 

Garlands of flowers, whofe vivid canal Bi 
totally. eclipfed by, that of their, complexion _ 
were. the only reftraint_ they had impefed upon 


their beautiful, hair ; and their trefles floated in 


the wind, which at one time {fcattered them, 
and at another raifed them up, and appeared to 
give them. the power of wings. 
» Their garments of coloured gauze, viable 
to, the laws of motion, reprefented around them 
a.variegated. and. luminous circle,. like» the fearf 
of sis. 


They had in,their hand'a anes seentcel which 


they handled with. an: eafy. careleilhefs 5. an-in- 
genious {mile which animated their.countenance 
was an evidence, that. they, were. not. .afraid:to 
truft themfelves.to the. element Bisons 
they were. to, pafs, 

Pharaoh, and all the seidexanhcs food. mute 


‘through furprife ; but they,.as well.asthe train of 
-Hicar, whowere. firangers tothefe my (teries,foon 


fent upia fhout.of adiniration.... The officers. oF 


oe approached thofe., of Hicary 
3 B b-3 and: ; 


‘ 
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and | iikesnbeagidind) oft ithemy:: os What prodigy 
is:this which we ‘haveo beheld Weare’ 
fecily ignorant of it; replied the Affyrians.- 

2)Pharaohowas im extacys but cahikaiuial 
of the’ priéfts “was'\beyond all bounds. ‘The 


‘monarch having at length recovered the ufeof — 


meenerss"s ape them wine pie thea nee -" -“ 
miracle ?- ii 

yeast Gir’ 1? fied chee * ¢ this i isa’ sdifplay oft mas 
gic fuperior to every human effort, and:far‘be-. 
yond our knowledge.” The king then :addreffed. 
Hicar’: “* Abicam,”’ faidehe to ‘him, 2 by what 


ame’ do you-call the-forcerefsor the goddefyy. 


whom we have juft feen ?-—Whither are the 
genii’ gone whom ‘fhe commands.” > 6 Mott 
‘powerful monarch !” replied: Hicar, “there is 
neither goddefs, nor forcerefs, nor: genius heres 
you have {een only a woman and two children ; 
but they are fubjeés of the illuftrious Sinkarib.” 
+. Shall we fee them return ?”~——They have 
‘your pavilion to build, and the woman you faw 
ds the architeét; look up to the ‘heavens; your 
‘workmen ‘are sdéfeendingy ° As foon-as Hicar 
perceived that the birds were within reach of his 
woice, he called out “to them, © Slaves of ay 
Sap, do your duty!” 

“At that’ inftant ‘the woman ‘again appeaee 
Die Withea firoke of ‘her rod, brought the chil- 
“@ten’ over her heads «> Workmen,” faid fhe 
; to 








( 


; 2s heen erhasosaseidieteidindh 
 mandwthey materials | neceffary -to , begin your 
x work 5.theré are my dimenfions.”: »;; “And at thé 
fame time the threw them: a:bunch,of ribbarids, 
- which the-children Jaid,-hold of, and. then di+ 
rected their flight to, the,place where, the work- 
men were waiting for! them: with jall. the arti+ 
cles they had prepared. Pharaoh went ‘to the 
fame place; and: the; priefts, followed. by »the 
BS ea were: nee to) mingle among’ the 
workmen. 
ic Phe roes ities for fome time over the la- 
bourers, and then defcended fo far. as to enable 
their young guides to be heard with their clear 
and melodious: voices. “* Subjects of Pharaoh,” 
faidethey, “give us ftones, lime, and fand, that 
awe; may build the pavilion for your. mafter.” 
‘The flaves: of the Egyptian king, and the la- 
seria ftood gaping in aftonifhment. 
~Great king !\exclaimed the lady from the top 
of the-tower, thefe are effeminate, Egyptians, 
whom. your, majefty, employs in: your. fervice.. 
Exert here. your power,' and that {pring which 
ives energy to fuch hearts as have been debafed 
by ‘flavery :/ Order. the baftinade to be applied to 
the foles of their feet. Pharaoh alfo was loft in 
-aftonithment...Zefagnie then addrefled her,own 
workmen: Subjetts of Sinkarib £ Your majefty 
withes you to\pleafe Pharaoh, in, every, things 
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It is indeed impofible for you to: touch: the 


earth, but you may, come extremely. near it ce 
put yourfelf within, the reach of thofe who can= d 


not aflift you ;” and, at the fame time, making. 


a fignal » with her rod, which they. were accufs, — 
tomed to obey, they began to, defcend by a.cirs 


cular flight,. The Ethiopians fell flat with their 


faces on the ground; and, fuch, as, from mere ‘ 


ftupidity remained {tanding, were violently over= 
turned by the feet of the rocs,. 


The priefts of Ofiris, forming Read jee 


to a.circle, with their high prieft in the center,, 
ftood. firm in their places, . They had affembled 
in a circular order, in order to execute the de- 
fign they had formed, of difpelling’by their looks 
the inchantment they. expected to fee. But, in 

order to have kept upeven the appearance of 
‘oppofinig. rod to rod, it would have been necef> 
fary for their chief to haye preferyed his faq 
culties. But, the moment. he faw- the children 
begin. to defcend, he was. loft in aftonifhmenty 


and. the enfign of his power, dropped from his - 


hand. All his train were in horror, when a, 
ftroke of the truly powerful: rod diregted the 
ftorm towards them; At the prompt. obedience 
and noife of the birds, you might have feen 


them fall upon one anothers wrap themfelyes up. 
in the folds of their. garments in order to efcape.... 


fo pany none s, and. in a.thort time this cole 
lege 











Ppe which before’ ov 
biotin de. e crowd Of pedpile, ies 


Re ed 
ee | 





avdefart fall of defolation. ert ie 


"font Wis” Haughty, ‘bat full Of Vigour, wad the” 


only dnt whoni aftonifhmient did not completes : 

ly overcome} and thus he addreffed H Hicar, who 

had remiaitied always ‘at his fide.” 
“Abid ” faid'’ he,’ am ‘dazzled with’ 


E chimeras, and confounded with appearances, 
- -Stifronhded by my magi, I have depénded too 


much on their power. Since the death of Hie. 
car the ‘Chaldean, I had prefumed that there 
was not a Mai in Affyria who could ‘enter the 
lifts With the!" "You have correéted my miftake, 
atid forced fons me that'efteéin of which Thave 
hitherto given you but trifling marks. Sovereign 
of ‘dw thduftrious people, I thought myfelf more- 
powerful than Sifkarib’; but he has oppofed to 
mé”a woman only, ‘and all my people, are by her 
reduced to" there machines. “I fincerely with to 
become the friend” and ‘ally of your “Kings ; and 
I befeech you to be our mediator. Come to- 
motrow, to my palace, and all our ‘conditions. 


| fiallbe fulfilled. 


‘Notwithftanding this speech, it may éafily be 
the King of Egypt was inwardly 
eevee sere are ‘confefs “his defeat ; 3 but he, 
wis'a polititiin, "will tefolwett to bide the real 


ogal jnotive 


a8 ARABIAN "TALES, 


iriotive of his refolution : By the moft noble be 
havidtir; he endeavoured to tonitedl the dangers \ 
With ‘which he ‘was as threatened by the refenmeént 
of Sinkarib. « aE Rede ca 

“The rocs and ‘eke guides had aiapyelted ra 
sid, as foon as the lady whi direéted thefes won- 
ders ‘had ‘feen ‘their effect, fhe’ imrhediately re 
entered her tower, which was’ again covered 
with the myfterious veil. The plain, which had 
formerly looked like a defart, was peopled anew, 
and Pharaoh, followed by his court, had’ return~ 
ed'to his palace.’ Hi¢ar had alighted from ‘his 
horfe, and ordered his ‘guard to lay down’ their 
arms, and retire to their tents.” “The Focs, and. 
their guides, who had been concealed in’a neigh- 
bouring foreft, had returnéd to their fdwers, 
and covéred themfelves with the net! “ “And 
Hicar‘and Zefagnie, now difarmed, were congra- 
tulatiny one another'on the fortuitate faccefs of 
their’ ingenious feravagemy and Seger dine plane 
of their fature condud&. 

«© T will vigoroufly dena? faid Hicar, sé 5 
very“article of the’ figned conditions, and t 
morrow every thing will be agreed upon. The 
imagination of the Egyptian king is very much 
affected’; his people are equally aftonithed 5 ‘ahd 
- Twill avail myfelf ‘of this difpofition in both ‘to 
advance the iriteteft'of Sinkarib. The treafury 
mutt be filled which —_ has exhanfted ; the” 
nyse forces 


~~ 











~ 
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forces ofthe, kinglom nut, be xeseftablidhedy 
anu the frontiers, muit:be put in a fate of des 
fence. Should. Pharaoh eyer learn: that” he has 
been impofed upon by a ftratagem, it would be 
impoflible for, us to refift: his rage. ..As foon, — 
therefore, as.we fhall. have returned, to my | 
folitude, I will | snake a trufty huntfman: condug 
the rocs into the middle of the defarts; he. will. 
feparate. the children from them. during the 
night 5 and, having fet them upon a camel, bring 
then back. to. me. Sinkarib would be unable to 
refit the curiofity of feeing the fame manoeuvres 
difplayed before him, which have juft now afto~« 
nifhed Egypt; and it is neceflary to keep up.the 
belief of a miracle in the mind of the king, and 
even, of the Affyrians. It will infpire our peo~ 
ple .with confidence, and prevent them from 
throwing themfelves into the chains of their ene= 
mies abroad, in fecking to fhun them at home, 
Not, added. the. fage Hicar, that I would with. 
to deceive the king of Egypt. on every point’s. 
~ but he. thall. learn -from, me, 70, circumftance 
which it is of importance to conceal from him. 
In.duty to. my own charatter, and to that.of an 
: ambaflador, I muit inform him ‘in time. who 
Abicam, was;, and, for this purpofe I will em- 
ploy no, other artifice. than that I have already’ 
made ufe of in caufing a falfe:carrier to deliver 


“mea ei from. Sinkariby which in reality B, 
brought 





brought fealed fii Meeniquhinatd agsice : 
cation: fhould, require, |After.thefe wife arrange» — 
ments,,,this happy pair grew calm, and waited 
without uneafingls. the eyents,of to-morrow.) 5}. 
_s Every. thing, was. now, :ready; in: the cityiof — 
Maflers; and, in, the: palace.of the king, for giv« 
ing the ambaflador the moft .magnificent-tecep+ 
tion, , H¢:was ,.no longer treated asithe:envoy: 
of, —_ who.was before haud confideredias 
Pharaoh ;,a deputation of .theigram+ 
dees of the court. went,ont/to-meet him,at ¢he 
gates of the city; and, when: he'approached the 
throne, the fovereign, after receiving his-hom- 
age, defeended to,embrace him! -isy meee 
4 Dear, Abicam!” faid he to him, “diftingnifhs — 
ed_and valuable man !,From-your prefence, your — 
words, and your, actions, I) have. learned what 
King. Sinkarib>jis. ..1..command houfands of 
flayes, but, he governs them.. Affyria would have 
had much to boaft of.had it only produced Hix: 
ear.and you! Certainly you;were a-diftiple: of 
this fage ? , You. shave! been ,wellacquaintéd . 
‘with, him. ¢-Sire replied :-Abicamy  willeim: 
‘time difcower to.you.the conneftion Imay ‘have: — 
had with. with a man for! whom you have pres: 
ferved fo much efteemi—-(IfT-have failed:in my: 
refped&t for, Sinkavib, «replied Pharoah, iti has. 
been,.owing to,,the murder of that illuftrious' 
smans,;) Ever, finceithetaentnt have yrs a i 
ss ae 
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| @Pthe King “oF Affyria as a tyrant, of whom the 
world ought’ to ‘be freéd.)-4«” And,” if Hicar’ 
were fill alive;” {aid Abicaim,’ ‘he would en 
deavour to vindicate his fovereign from the dom 
teftable ealumnics which have been' thrown: out 
wpon this monarch on his account. Pardon 
mie, Sire! if fora moment'l differ from you itt 
opinion : The reputation and’ interefts of that 
vizirwere"as dear tome as to any other per” 
- fon;and my attachment ‘to him can end only 
with my lifes" yet I‘know (and you fhall one 
day know’ it’ likewife), that he was not, in shia 
' hftance, irreproachable. 

Sixteen years before his death, Sire, he him- 
felf,in'the moft ‘obliging manner, whetted the 
fword. with which he was to be ftruck, and gave’ 
‘itsto Sinkarib, whofe hands’ were to wfe it —T 
am not perniitted to fay more: The interpreter 
tovyou of my mafter’s will, Imuft not at prefent 
a&t the»part-ef his confident. But, to return to” 
HicaryT-cannot help blaming him : He’ afpired 
téo foon(afier repofe and *rétirément. Mah is 
born for labour 3\and ‘the tranqitility he putfies 
is»adhadow. » When public affairs are “in the 
hands of a wife man, he ought not to Sighs? 
- themeto!an imprudent minifter.'> « » 

‘of Dbegin;”faid Pharoah, “to be convinced 
that: Hicarimay: have had his failing’, fice your 
wifdomeshas ‘poirited’ them’ out? “Arid ‘Befides, * 

Ver. Cc I 
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I confider yout 'as‘fo much above him, thatyou 
would not feek for faults i in’ ‘gant sain ifa~ 
‘Healiey tne wrete gonerord sly of oxigte J 
“You will even: caventi@aciap ‘Sire, hat Tam 
a no refpect fupérior to Hicar. “have unhap-- 








pily a8’ many faults to-reproach’ mariah wwithas- | 


Péver difeoveréd in’ him.’ — But,” faid Pha- 
. roah, “before we {peak-of the conditions, (which. 
T already look’ upon as fixed), ‘Will you:not in- 
‘form'me® as tothe nature of that object whom 
we béheld'under the «appearance ‘of a. womany 
and ‘whom you have announced ‘as ‘the architect 
‘of Sinkarib ?—I will tell you, Sire; but it muft 
be kept a fecret from the chief of your mini- 
fters. She was fifter to the deceafed king ; and 
confequently fhe is aunt to the prefent king of 
Affyria.. She made:a, voluntary offer of co- 
ming to fulfil your defigns, on condition that 
the fhould remain unknown.—I cannot, faid the 
. king, give her-a greater proof.of my, admiration, - 
than by. yielding ito, her, wifhes ;, But I have; a 
painful effort,to overcome, in,with-holding from 
her that homage which is due to her birth, her 
meritj’ and; above’ all, to the-uncommon power 
with which fhe*is invefted.—She is entitled, 
’ Sire; to the moft: diftinguifhed: attention; but 
“her power does: not deferve to be fo much ex- 
tolled" by your majeftyy nee every woman ‘of: 
Affyriaipofieles merites * °° #:.: 
> 1 gw Mie 


© Let-us fign our. treaty,, Abicam :. It mutt be 


done by you and mew es) e6) od) ton birow 

I afpire to the friendfhip -of Sinkarib, and 
with to! fee him! in Nineveh,..and admirer his 
glory.: Orders are already, given to.pay. to.you 
the tenth ofthe revenues of Egypt for. four 
years, To this I have added the nine hundred. 
‘katars which your fovereign afked from me.to 
-complete the: conftrudtion of his chariots. of war. 
‘Pellchim,that:Dowill afcend them. together .with 


. hime attack ‘his enemies +I fhall order the re- 


‘turn:of all his fubje&ts who have taken refuge in 
‘Egypt : And here isa letter which you will de- 
liver ae fom me, 


. 
lyrys 


by emial ‘siecle: 
Band Pasnion, hing of Egypt, to Srwida nse bing # 
neere FIQELO OS bie ds ia.” 


cise to the powers from whom stpendi the 
= fitch which are fhéd upon 'the earth! Glory 
to him who i is hater with — 


J; aiken sf sieibcgs: to oletaind ile you 
h\inewifdom, and, myfelf -impofed the terms ; 
u® but: Ivhave failed“ in the firuggle ; and pay 
+ amoft willingly, im confideration of the excel- 


jotdentythings Lshaye,-heard and. feeni. You 


« derind of me nine.-hundred Jentars tu: -de- 
a! Cc 2 “ fray 
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6 fray, yourextraordinary expences; and Tam — 
“ extremely happy in having itin my! power:to 
_#€ oblige you. ‘The.only requital I afle-for this is, 
of that. you, willexchange withme ancoffenfive 
“ and defenfive treaty of alliance, which,:fealed 
1 with. my great feal, will be deliveredto you ed 

your enlightened :ambaffador” 37 © 11 
, Abicam, loaded with prefents and:with; ho- 
“Remy and Zefagnie, enriched with aidiamond - 
ftary refumed. the: toad: too Nineveh, ‘carrying 
-with them the terms’ of the Egyptian kings Two 
grandees. of his! courts:at: thie head:of a detach- 
ment. of cavalry, efcorted the Satelly ay 
frontiers: of Affyrias: ecut visv eds as Ariiadind 
" .\Hicar ‘was; fomewhat urieafy-at this: bmenll 
he didnot with.to. fee fo many eyesfixed upon the 
‘cages which contained the:birds. ,Incftri€ po- 
licy he fhould. have‘ put them to ‘dldeg and: bu- 
ried .them,in his tent ;: but he was! incapable of 
doing, harm, to, animals: which had rendered 
him fuch, eflential,fervices » He-contented:him- 
felf, with), placing around, them. arconftant and 
watchful guard; and, whether-he»was:obliged 
to. ftop, duninig.the'day; omtolpitch:+his:camp in 
order to réft. during thenight, hedid this infuch 
@ mannery.as thatyit was impoffible to. difcover 
his, innocent, firatagem, »In the:mean time, he 
5 had, difpatched:,a,avarrior§to: Sinkarib, witha 
lester, inthe name,of Abicam, which informed 
22 hime, 
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-thith oof hisofuccefs at large, ‘randacquaintéd 


shimewith the return of his’ fubjeGts under his 
“government, and: the ‘arrival Of -the nine’ huf- 
Sdred “katars, “in ‘addition: ae which 


* Uhe: brought: ! se viest? svinoish bis ™ ; 
_ + INadan read this letter, leit was) ecnitsanapa 


at it. Whois this Abicam;” faid ‘he, who 
is patronifed “by! Zefagnie, and who, in fo 
fhort atime, ‘has performed fo’ great wonders’? 
‘Sinkarib, even'when’ his glory! was’at the high- 
weft, pitch, would “have thought himfelf very 
shappy in coming off upon*equal terms with the 
‘king of Egypt; and yet this laft"has become his 
tributary, at the very time when he had only to 
fhow himfelf in order to invade him! © Nadan 
was aftonifhed at allthis ; and; as he beheld, in 
‘this ftranger, a man too dangerous for him, he. 
was already contriving in what manner he might 
‘get rid of him: While, on the ‘other hand, 
‘Sinkarib was returning thanks’ to ‘heavén for 
having preferved his old vizir, ‘to extricate him 
‘from the difficulties ‘into which he ‘had fallen s 


. his own negligence. 


‘ 


Public report loudly prvelatinegh the miracles 
which had been’ performed: at‘Maffer.. Is the 
“mam whom: you have employed'a magician, faid 
ae toSinkarib ?>—« No,” replied the king; 

‘but hevis «a moft wonderful man.” "White 
‘hi cnet engg the’ attention’ of the court 
it Cc 3 _ and 
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and: theccity, Zefagnie: had: returned tocherupa 4 





Jace ;iand the pretendediAbicam had intimated 


to:the king that ‘hewould repofehimfelf for 
‘ewo days in his folitude, icipeastagss came to: ioe 
aeieolias of hisembafly, «- 

. Sinkarib flew to the: ios of. sien wedi 
beatned the happy fuccefS.of’an invention, iof 
which they had not communicated'to-him even 
the idea. He congratulated himfelf on his:good 


fortunes but, exadily as the fage Hicarmhad . 


-fotefeen, he wifhed to fee thefe birds and chil- 
dren, by whofe means the pride of Pharoah had 
‘been humbled: “That is impoflible, faid 'Zefag- 
nie; Hicar, in engaging them for your -fervice, 
promifed them their liberty, and they are already 
im the enjoyment .of it. Deftroy not: the illu- 
tion by. which: Pharoah.is deceived.s and, that 
you:may fucceed. better in this, ‘allow:it’to re- 
main in the: thinds of your people... Lam.ex- 
‘eremely. happy. im having: feen) you. befere-niy 
ohnfband had | made-his “appearance again at the 
-palace;: As foon as he muft»refume his offices, 
he cannot be announced there under any other 
smame thay his, ‘own; candoyou:mnuft not permit 
~the ‘ungrateful’ Nadan to remain either as his 
colleague:or inferior, « This wretch was the au- 
“thoroof all thofe dark: intrigues which  difho- 
moured my hufband:in your-efteem : So long.as 
% Was, senate youihaye fupported him near 
HID", you 3 


A ee 
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“yous: but, 'as:rGod has. at length reftored your — 
ancient. wizir, you oughtnot to fave this dan- 
| “gerous|aninifter, who. confpiredchis,ruin, and 

svould foon complete, yourcown.»: His. head 

ought to fall upon the.ftaffold; but: Lrequeft’ 
the favour of your, leaving) it tothe difpofal of 
‘Hicar. The unworthy) INadan; is his nephew, 
and muft.be punifhed by >that hand, the bone 
ficence of which he-has:forgotten..) 1 .. 
_Sinkarib yielded. to the wifhes of; Ee hauicce 
fidenbdiately. returned to :his palace, where Na- 
idan: expectedshim: with uneafinefs. .The ‘king 
himfelf;was not! altogether free from it ;.and,,as 
doon.as hewperceived Nadan,: he: addreffed the 
qchief.of :Hicar’s guard, who had. been ‘a fervant 
-inithe innermeft apartments. :.“Caufe thé cri- 
*minabto be bound :” faid he, pointmg-to the vie 
zir, “and let him be immediately conducted to 
the spalace of the grand vizir Hicar, his uncle. 
~Deliver-him up to! the orders: of Zefagnie, and 
refume yourfelf,: at the head of your band, the 
fame offices. in her palace with which _ Was 
«formerly entrufted.” 

Nadan was:inftantly pact and Pint up an 
the: very. prifon where his uncle had been con- 
eealed,-in-order to fcreen himfelf from: his fury. 

>< After this, Sinkaribiaffembled_ his : council, 
and communicated to therhchisi good .fortunein 
pe hc former. yizirHicar ; che re- 

counted 
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counted the fervices ‘he had. ‘rendered: him ‘in 
” Egypts and predicted the tranquility of Affy- 
~via under the adminiftration.of foenlightened 
a minifter as he had this day recalled: to -his 
_ Office. 

 \Hicar entered the -city,, amidft an -acclama- 
‘tions of the people, who-conduéted him in. tri- 
“umph to the foot of the throne, where the art- 
ful courtiers gave him a moft diftinguifhed. re- 
‘ception. The minifter then delivered the letter 
-which, he carried.to Sinkarib ; and prevailed.up- 
-on the monarch to fign the treaty of alliance, and 
‘to return it with a faveurable anfwer to Pharaoh. 
~Hicar had no difficulty in perfuading him to 
this; and a meflenger was inftantly fent, into 
‘Egypt with thefe difpatches,, which the king 
———— the: — letter. 


“ Fo. the Proerful King Preanaony Sovereign Lord 
: ‘of the ete Egypt.” 


T « : Sire! ‘Hicar hath been, recalled to ‘life, 
/* that, under the name)of Abicam, he might 
~« admire thedenowledge and virtues which are 
-* the ornament of your, auguft perfon. If he 
a did pot make himfelf known to your maje« 
““« fty, you muft afcribe this referve only.to the 
“m ‘ apeafiares which obliged him to fupport the 
& 66 character 
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ie charadter “under which he» appeared at your 


outs Your majefty ‘will mow ‘be ableato 
*©*comprehend what Abicam™ net rte 


epee vee bed swf ze sof tinion. & 
59rne 


“When this ‘vizir' had ovieity} and, to! slik fas 


| tisfaGtion of all, refumed*the reins of govern+ 


ment, he retarned°to his palace; where he had 
beardthatNadan was confined in chains. He 
refolved, though with regret, to {peak to this 
re ‘He’ could not, and indeed ought not; 

ofi-any account, to grant him his sate ber 
he*did not with’ for his death. 

) He made-the’ cave, which was lighted’ bya 
hain, ‘be ‘opened ; and there» he » beheld ‘his 
perfidious nephew ftretched upon ‘the ftraw. 
“ Well! Nadan,” faid-he to him, do “you 


‘recollec&t. what you have been, what you have 


done, and what you now are? Can you think 

tipon yourfelf ?”—« Not without ‘blufhing,” re- 
plied Nadan.— "The *tiger,” continued Hicar, 
* ftained with blood and flaughter, pafling 
near 4 fountairy’ fawits own image, which fill- 
édiit with ‘horror. While’ you lived’ in’ your 
guilt; you ‘did not liften to'remorfe ¥ to-day feel 
its bitternefs "—« Alas!'T do feel’and know 
it."8:N6, “you do not feel itv” Did’ it ‘equal 
oe it would devour ee Pardon 

fit ask a Pasity ae «ss 
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ime, my uncle; confider that the fear ‘Bloda 
flows in the veins of us both”? 

~ Once; when ‘the’ Ganges ‘overflowed’ its 
banks, it depofited fome of its waters th 4 hol- 
low betwixt two mountains: ' They became cor- 
wupted, “and” fpread’ irifeétion ‘all around,” ‘till 
they owere ‘curfed: by ‘the ‘inhabitants ‘of the 
neighbouring places. How! faid°they, dares 
any one :curfe the waters of the falutary river, 
without.'which man ‘would ’foon' perifh for 
thirft! Peftilential waters! replied a genius, 
the Ganges.do not acknowledge thofe waters 
_ from which nothing but ‘deadly exlialations a- 
- gife!) You, ‘Nadan; call me’ no more oa 
auncle; «nor yourfelf my nephew.”” 

oot Well, Hicar!you are generous and noble, . 
stteat:me‘like a man.” It-would’nét’ be to 
zrecognife humanity in you, but té avenge it of 
jyour énormities: (Once an wolf was takén‘a~ 
emong the lambs, which a’ prieft of Ofiris was 
qtending: Spare me, faid it to the keeper ‘of 
-the flock; behold iy mouth and” my paws, “it 
lis clear that I anvinnocent!’ “The ‘crime is ‘in 
_ ithy hearty :replied ‘the keeper. But, although 
you fhould fuppofe fo, xeplied the wolf, you 
areca minifter’ of peace you never ufe the» 
cknife but ih facrifice, and Iam too vilé-to be — 
eoffered wp 3 my bload would ftain ‘your robe 
yand’your »hands..:It is only the blood of the 
u jut 
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juft, that ftains, faid the prieft, ashe plunged 
the knife in its throat; die wretch ! I facrifice 
thee to the tranquility of the Hacks whichare 
in the world.” . ec! 
«“ You intend then to behave to me asa 
judge,” faid Nadan.— Wretch !. when: thow 
fpeakeft of juftice, thou makeft me: trembles 
Is it poffible for me to do juftice to thee? Re- 
call to. mind my kindnefs. and thy treachery';, 
my affection, and.thy cruelty! The law, con- 
{cious of its weaknefs, has denounced no pu= 
nifhment againft ingratitude. Heaven has re- 
ferved this for itfelf.” 
‘ “ Well,” faid. Nadan, “ banifh me into dhe 
moft dreadful defart.” — « Even there you 
would be purfued by the furies ; nor will they: 
abandon. you even after death. This is the 
punifhment which you: deferve; and Iam not 
fo.cruel as to deliver youup to it... All that I 
wifh, is, that remorfe may fharpen againft you: 
its keeneit arrows; that thy guilty heart may 
be pierced. with them; and that you may be- 
come at leaft fenfible to grief! Delivered at 
length to repentance, you would repair fat leaft 
in part) the atrocity. of your. conduct, by your: 
tears.”— Alas! you behold. me fhed them.” 
* Yes, traitor, thou.doft weep! but. itis: to. 
fee. my. life .refcued. from. thy ftroke; and to 
behold — in,chains, and unable to avenge; 
9 thyfelf. 
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thyfelf.. We muft nse: fuch penilbonnnem 
hall chaftifey not thy'crimes, but thy pride.” 


- When he had faid this, nr thenelh sane 
tiididing 2 sqjihen whetadie Sal davtigmbel 


eaten Somedays after’ lie 


went again to-fee-him;. but he found him dead. 


in-his prifom: In this .manner was the -world, 
delivered from the fatal exiftence’ of this un 
grateful.man.... He had hanged.himfelf, by ‘his 
hair, ona mebebirhineg Greta ¢ the. _ - 


the slangeee-crisnib » fit bine weenie + 
Hicar and Zehanie junibsled one ities 


And, in, the, attachment of Sinkarib, they found | 


a. full, :recompenfe for all.the. grief into , which 


Nadan had.plunged them,.,... The monarchy, in= 
ftrnéted by;the. dangers to. which he had been 


expofed under.a perfidious andwicked. minifter, 
now.,devoted himfelf wholly. to: bufinefs,, and. 


gained the affeétion of his people, and: he: ads 

ii Sheehy ie eg etch 

ayohy iT Said ofan tr wat iOt - 3 ‘ 
Sa 
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SCHABRIAR appeared to be delighted with the 


hiftory of Sinkarib.and his »two: vizirs, which 
was'thus concluded 5» He was pleafed with the 
punifhment ‘of the, ungrateful Nadan, and: the 
manner in which Hicar had fupported. the. cha- 
rater of Abicam at the court of Pharadh.. The 

flight 
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| Zefagnie. “Yowhave defcribed; fitter, ‘faid fhe 


fo” Scheherazade,a ‘woman for whom I 
conceived fucl’ an’ efteem, ‘that Ihave never 
thought of afking her age and, even had yon 
told me'that: Anue@as kdvatical 3 in years, Tcera 
tainly woald have forgot’ it, amid the fplendour 
of fo many ee and the dignity of her’ ‘man- 
nérs. Alt 

- But, as this hittory has been long, and-as we 
ouglit’ to beware of fatiguing: ‘the attention of 


the faltan“ our fovereign, I thotild with, ‘fifter, 


that you: would ‘relate the ftory ofa a epi 
Schebandadof Surat, which I remeber for~ 
sherly to have heard ‘with very" great’pleafure. 

‘T would gladly undertake it; faid the beau 


_ tiful fultanefs, did not the’ day which begins to 


appear. advife us to follow fome better employ- 
ment. mere 
At leaft, fifter, replied Dinarzade, you will 
engage to -relate RE SRE Aor a lige 
command of our invincible fultans) = to: 
The'next).day the fultanefs, ilaaicstinied i 
of hers promife, with the: approbation - ‘offithe: 
fultan,sthtis-béganst oc) = 1H vole a ase 
W701. Harad 1 to 1 adit 18 unsok' A to get 


et mw tee. 
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As Oey ‘of Surat *, ‘by ‘his’ thattlage, a 


had, had four fons, ‘for whom, he procured 
wives, ; and whom he fettled advantageoutly i in the 
world. But it fo happened, that, at the end of 
twenty, years, only, c one child remained to‘each. 
The three elder brothers had each 2 a fon, and the 
younger a daughter. 
Vatumé was the name of this young daugh- 
cer. Both nature and education had confpired 
to render her accomplifhed. Nothing was talk- 
ed. of .at ‘Surat, but the charms of her figure, 
her talents, and her: wit. Her threé coufins 
Joved her to. diftrattion. “Their whole’ ambi- 
tion was to gain her hand. ‘This’ rivalfhip 
might, be attended with dangerous confequen- 
ces; and. the Schebandad, who forefaw this, 
affembled his family, and fpoke “ ‘to his 
children : he 

My children, fays he to them,. ait can 
only be the wife of one hufband. Her father 
and I believe you all equally worthy of her 
hand. But, as the happinefs of your amiable 
coufin is at flake, r have thought proper to 


Sar “Yeave 
i 
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* 4 Schcbandad, a chief of commerce. 


dnseciomatase 


leave her at liberty to make choice of one of — 
you; and the one of the three whom fhe fhall. 
; prefer ‘imay' ‘depend pate our approbation. and | 
confent. — 
Thefe three brothers sad not oppofe He 
reafonable propofal ; and the. Schebandad 
commiffioned ‘to communicate it to his-gratd- 
daughter, Vafumé. was much * “embarraffed : 
“. Father,” faid the, T love my thiee covfins 
with an equal affection, and would be ‘extremie~ 
ly forry to difoblige any of them. However, 
fince you require me to make a choice, and as 
it is almoft a matter of indifference to me which 
of them I obtain, I have thought of a method | 
of, determining the point, My coufins are en- 
dowed with, excellent abilities ; 5 and I will take 
that. one. of the three for my “hufbanid who 
fhall. relate the moft agreeable ftory : For, if his 
merit. be equal in other refpects, I believe the 
man of. the. beft underftanding ‘i is the beft cal- 
culated to, promote, the happinefs of his wife.” 
I fhall go and inform them of your propofal, 
xeplied the Schebandad ; ; and, as they will not 
have had, time to prepare thenifelves, you will 
be the better able to judge of - the refources of 
their. imagination. I know their talents ; 3 be- » 
fides, the reward they have in view will give 
them courage to attempt every ‘thing ; 3 and, be- 
: Dd2 ‘ fore 
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fore the tranfports of expectation, every ai 
is will vanifh. 
“The': Schébandad’ having sic daniived whe 
young men, foon sep: to Vafumé, -fol- 
lowed b ies, ea e Rupes Aer 
whole ¢ comeany ook feat Sy. ade te 
te was read ly to Fie, "The oldeft had.alrea- 


begun his SEI VIE eit) Tae 

ay bein his ftory, ." when he was, interrupted 
yo the beautiful ign. « My. amiable OU’ 
fins Ss ‘psi shes, “ oh of all, you muft, permit 


me, to ring hither o 7 one . extremely. capable of 


| ane ¢ oy. ju igment. 1D Dara! faid they, ad--. 


drefi in: g berfelf toa flave, go and. acquaint my 
good ] Vang, that T expect her’ here, ne is, my 
nurfe, continued the. : Iki is to. the pretty fto~ 
ries the formerly to told, x me, that. b owe a _gteat 
part of my i inft udtion 5 and 3 none of you will 
be able. to prejudice or corrupt this “judge, for 
the is, blind. , Thus her decifion mutt be in fan 
vour ‘of real. merit.’ te | 

Come forward, “good nurle, faid the to Nang 


asi ‘the entered; ; caufe, them to conduét you to Me, 


and prepare, yourfelf, if to Jiften, with attention, 
My father. is here ‘with a goodly company, “who 
are going ‘to “tell you ftories 5 be. feated on my. 
fopha. Upon this Nané, groping her way, fat. 
down at. Vafumé’ s fide, whom | fhe recognifed 
by | her voice 5 and -he} who eee to. fpeak 
fixe thus began his fery.,. “ . 

The 
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Lhe Lowek. of the Stars 3 or the, Story, of Mabile 
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D Aruuc, a potter in Bagdad, had been pret- 
5h). MOOs RURT sfony 


* 


ty fuccefsful in’ his bufinefs « ‘Seventeen “years 
after his marriage, his wife, whom forrow had. 


rendered infirm, died, le 
fixteen years of age. . 


aving him a fon of 


‘From that time, the potter frequented ‘the 


houfe of Narilha, a widow 


, much younger than 


~imfelf. ‘This woman was by profeffion a fel- 
ler of cofmetics, which preferved the frefhnefs 
of the complexion and_fkin, and appeared to 
perpetuate youth. Her artificial compofitions 
had procured her admittance into the inner- 
moft apartments of the caliph’s palace, and of 
the principal harams in the capital. But her 
fame was not of long duration ; after the fplen- 


dour of a fleeting charm, 


fome of her cuftom- 


ers obferved their attractions vanifh too foon : 
‘Time imprinted his wrinkles on their artificial 
countenances ; and our widow, finding her cre~ 
dit diminifh, determined to appropriate the lit- 


ing his wife. 


tle fortune of her friend the potter, by becom- 


‘Dalhuc was already too much captivated to 


refufe this propofal s and, thus in Virtue of for- 
Dd 3 


mer 
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mer claims; and of thercontraét which was: fign~ 
ediiny préfence of the Cadi, the feller of cofme= 
ticsswas ee as edna miftrefs ‘of 
tis shoufes beninis2sb sf 2bo15 

«Narilha: Sindva fon co thes fap ge with sie 
éfDathne; ‘he was one of themoft dull and ftupid 
children in'Bagdad } but he: was not: thé ‘lefs, 
on? that), account, the beloved idol’ “of. his mo= 
ther. This foolifh and: rude creature, whofe 
name was Badur, emboldened’ bythe partiality 
of Dalhuc-for his mother; fixed -a. quarrel. on 


his ftep-father’s fon; ‘who, forgetting his naty-. 


ral-gentlenefs, revenged his j injurious treatment 
by beating him foundly: The enraged: mother 
banifhed her, hufband’s child from: the houfes 
and this:unfortunate: wretch, almoft:naked, was 


obliged to take refuge’ in ‘the houfe of one ‘of - 


-his mother’s brothers, \Narilha, delivered fro 
this troublefame fpy, and flattering herfelf that 
the could bring the little knowledge of bufinefs 
which was left her to fome good account; éx- 
- serted it inv purchafing a garden without te | city, 
vand fet up a fruit-fhop, of which the caliph  af- 
terwards became‘a cuftomer, by the intereft of 
pers eather of the:palacé) 
| Phe! poor Dalhue, driven from his father’s 
z Hele, hadatrived, in the moft difconfolaté con- 
dition;at the houfe of his uncle Caffanak ;who was 
wenetof the moft honeft and induftrious men in 
Bagdad 





3 
: 


oa 


ARABIAN ‘TALES: 39 
Bagdad but hhis family was;too largefor hisbes 
ing himfelf of all the. fervice to his nephew: that 
he could have wifhed.’ Enragediat the outrage 

- Dalhue had fuffered, he determined to|requeft 
onéof his friends; a geomancer, tolaffift him,jand: 
perfuaded: him tovefpoufe his: quarrel very warms 
ly. What vengeance would you wifh to takeon. 
your néphew’s ftep-mother:?”. afked the learned. 
hades. siutsow bur bas diifoot ad ifoelt 
» Ewith to‘humble* this arrogant ‘woman, re- 
plied Caffanak, to tear frony her themdney of 
which fhe: has»deprived”"Dalhuc, and-to hyat - 
out in» eftablifhing my nephew. This young 

- man had-been:promifed to the only daughteryof 
awealthy barber. »' He “was. really attached:to 
her, and believed the flame -was wmutuall: ‘But 
‘Narilha has produced a change:in his father’s in- 
tentions; and this young lady:is‘at prefent de- 
figned: for Badur. |: 1 fhould with,» faid : Caffa- 
nak} to'fhow ler to her hufbandin> her true 
Giaradterss: boog pact ot wa Mel ekwerloude 
oJ fhall anfwer for the:complete:fuccefsiof:your 
‘withes, replied: the ! geomancer;! provided ‘you 
will. take uponyyou thesexecutions of | the plan I 

_ am to lay down. Go immédiately; and, in the 
“neighbourhood: of the palace; hire a fhop, the 
: amoft;commodions. é you + ean find: for the. difplay 
of frit sand, when: the-bargain:fhalll ‘be made, 
12 TIS Ere edGrrhubo: bax feed flont.cd> toreeurn 
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return hither, and you fhall find your bu finefs 


prepared. 

Caffanak,. delighted with the opportunity of 
avenging himfelf on Naritha, yielded the moft 
ready obedience ; he hired a fhop, gave an ear- 


‘neft, and returned. “ You have been very expe- 


ditious,” faid the geomancer; “ nor have I been 
quite idles and T now put it in your power to fuce 


ceed in all your defigns. Here, in the firft place, i is_ 


an Armenian robe, and a fharp. pointed cap; 
take alfo this paper ; it contains a full detail of in- 
ftructions refpecting the operations you muft car- 
ry forwards to-morrow morning. Study well the 


words which you muft pronounce aloud ; 3 and, . 


whatever miracle you may need, command it 
confidently. Ihave armed you well, and will 
aid. your intentions to the very utmoft of my. 
power. . To-morrow, as foon as you fhall have 
left your houfe, let your nephew repair to the 
fhop which you have hired; but let him take 
care not to appear furprifed at what he fhall fee 


there, left he fhould attraét the attention of 


the curious, whom he muft carefully fhun. 
Caffanak returned home, fhut .himfelf up in 
his clofet, and, in tlie filence of retirement, ftu- 
died the part he was to att. He impatiently 
waited the return of morning; and, as foon as it 
appeared, he equipped himfelf in the magical 


‘robe, and {harp pointed cap; and, after having 
fent 


Ps 


. & ox y : 
Be a AE EA aati 8 ToS ig ide 
Fn "w! yg eee eRe 








anastan TALES. ie 
"ie Data his ations ent init to NS 
rilha’s houfe. He entered her and found ® 
fruits difplayed in it prrinntaemt : 
Frente With foie dlgeee GE appa” 
that” they were ‘extremely “Beautifiil, # “Tatte™ 
them,” faid the’ fruit-woman 3 they are in= 
~» deed pretty to the eye, but they are much better 
to the tafte.”’ Caflanak was ‘eafily’ =f yge 
afd’ i reality“ foiind ‘that fhe’ was ‘right. ~ 
wastlaying my account, madam, with being o< 
biiged’ tO travel to Damas in fearch of fruity 
if we can manage it fo, as that I can be accom- 
modated here, I fhall certainly {pare myfelf the 
fatigue of the journey.—Not that I mean to re- 
comménd* my fruit, Sir, replied Narilha, but 
in ‘reality’ the caliph’s gardens produce: nothing’ 
half fo" favoury ; ; indeed all that you fee is part 
_ ly deftined for his table, and thofe of his houfé;:” 
but, to oblige fuch a man as you, I will take a- 
way fome part of them. —Madam, I am flattered 
with your politenefs, and ‘am certain ‘you will 
have no caufe to ‘repent “of the kindnefs you" 
have fhown me. -—But, in reality thefe fruits are’ ’ 
fit for angels: Give mie two of thefé pomegra- 
nates, and tell me the | price of them. Narilha 
was ‘very much furpifed, that, after being fo la= 
vith in her praifes, he wanted only pomegra+ 
nates, and d termined to revenge herfelf upon ” 
bit, BY he an ‘eXorbitant ‘pride'for' them.” 
ast The 
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«If your fruit is velithed,-T thope to conclude a 
more important bargain with you.” Saying this, 
he placed shimfelf in the middle ofthe thop, and 
throwing the pomegranates with all his force into 
the air; they immediately difappeared ; which 
drew an exclamation ‘of furprife from Narilha 
and her fons. Thepretended Armenian thea 
drew from his pocket a {mall filvertube, ie 
which he feemed ¢o'articulate.a few words ima 
very lowtone. A moment after, he applied te 
_ his:car a horn of the fame metal, pretending ‘to 
liften to.fomething that:was ‘faid to ‘him; then 
fhutting up» his « inftruments; >and: affiming 
an air of fatisfaétion; “Madam,” ‘faid-he, “ow 
trialof your fruit has been ‘made; ‘and it has been: 
found: delicious ;°I have received orders'to car~ 
-ry-off immediately “all that remains: » The‘la- 
“bour will not ‘be'tedious, ‘for people have been 
fent to affift me: There is my purfey takevas: 
much: money’as’ you think ‘proper for the: pay~ 
mentiofyour fruit.” :"Phe-fight of the: gold:a- 
wakened the covetoufhels and‘avaricerof Naril+ 
ha; fhe ‘could have taken ‘the whole  purfe very. 
willingly; but limited herfelf to thirty fequins, for 
the eh atet of what was really;worth five or 
fix. . 
voThe ‘Anitenian: was fo-far from being aint. 
— thisy that heodid not even’ payany: 
attention 
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- attention to it 5; but immediately took: pofiefiion 
of his frnity and threwa'melon with the right; 
and-an apple with the left," till, ima-thort timey 
all:the fruit:in the thop was in'motiony: and, 
flying off as if it had had wings, entirely difap- 
peared. Badurand Narilha*looked: very ears 
neftly at this ftrange: removal of their fruit.—- 
“ How, whither, and by whom have you dif 
patched all this fruit!” faid dhe to the Armes 
nian.“ Madam,” replied he, “Iam the chief 
caterer forthe ftars;:in: which it is conftantly 
either teo hot, or too cold, too moift, or too 
dry; fo that nothing comes to perfect maturity, 
E.defcended upon the earth, with a view to get 
provifions' for them, and will: frankly confefs, 
that, in confequence of the great fame of the fruits 
at Damas,I was on my way to that city, when Tacs 
cidentally paffed: before your fhop: The appear- 
ance of -your fruits attracted my attention); their 
flavour increafed my: furprife ; and‘ their tafte 
completed my delight... I fent two of them: for 
atrial,» and immediately received an, order: to 
- bring away the-whole. If to-morrow; ‘and the 
day following, you are.as well. provided, you 
will be able te fell, every thing in: your fhop; 
and you will become the fruit-woman of the 
fkies.” 
/Narilha rubbed ‘her ‘eyes, uncertain: hailier 
the; was awake orin a dream, upon hearing fuck 
srifine th: agreeable 





“gh ear aura aieohiaetaaipret 

3 he is my. fon,”, replied the fruits 
Ls Wha! at; youn.age, have you fo 
ig a fon as t it? that is incredible, -Youmuft 
think of getting, him married.” L.am:thikes 
ing a ity, Sirs He is, already vengaged to the 
ee ater ‘of : a rich barber,. one,of .our friends.” 
a barber} a, barber. !, and a-rich barber | 
Ther are many wonders. in.heayen,, but :this 






exceeds them,all 3, were he not fo filent,:the imix 


racle would be, completes. .Do.you know, ma~ 
dain, that, the mere fale, of, your fruit. for.one 
year. _migh t entitle you: to ,afl the daughter of 


a vizir or your fon ? yet this . fhould» be only: 


your ‘Tait refource, We: have daughters above: 


to marry, who would, Jools, upon a.connection 
with you-as.a real bleting.” "+S How, Sir Do: 
. De ae i see ics Gan « Do. they, marry- Do: 

ou think | ik then..that:-heayen was peopled: 
without marriage ?. 2? Every thing which you fee 


you: 
| fparkle a8 has) ; a ie anc, mother.. _How: 


could 1 new : ftars, be dif covered. every day, unlefs. 


1 there . wer were. fome. born ?.,¢; Whence’ shath'the 
milky way its gaa - butybecaufe it. is! the:ha- 
Piety ‘bitation 





Re: re A 


— tiene , i 4S 





liant’ of our beauties,” —_« as basa hee an 
“Shevis the Star of ‘the Momifig—She is ate 
furedly brilliant : She is alfo freth, ‘for the ne- 
ver travels but in’ the night 5 “bat, as to her te 
ing young, Sir, that “is* ij offible, for Thave 
known her ever finee F have’ been in the world, 
and thevery firft time I’ obferved her’ the’ was 
fully round.’”—« She whom you knew, madam, 
went off fome years ago; but you women of 
theearth fuffer the ftars to fly off without ever 
afking whetherthey go! it is al{ trae that there 
ave fo'many of them ‘that one “does not give 
peasy eA about fuclias are wanting. 
sferiouflyfpeaking, would you with your fon 
solider: hufband of the moft beautiful of the 
ftars/”——“<Ah! Sir, if thatcould poffibly bebrought 
about, I fhould be delightéd with it. Would he 
likewife thine inthe firmament ?°—_«] thall an- 
fwer. for his not being ‘a’ dark body there ; but 
regularly every day'his miftré{s’ comes near ~ 
theearth, and, if the affair pleafes you, we will 
feciiftitis' poflible’'to’ fetdle it. “Shut the door 
of your fhop}» vand caufe'a ‘pail full of water to’ 
bevbrought into-the ‘middle of the ftore-houfe.” 
tera Arineniait ‘were’ follow- 
Mow. ee Me oe e oalhinn® Su ed, 


EOiteat 
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ed, and the pail brought to the place appoint- 


ed.) Come near,! young man,” faid he to — 


Badu, look at: yourfelf inthis, water, you 
will-find yourfelf: very pretty init. Endeavour 
tovaffume a pleafed air, that your countenance 
may be rendered more agreeable —-Good ! ‘This 
‘2 panes? charming.——You may now with- 
draw.” As foon as Badur had quitted his po- 
‘fition, the Armenian’ took -up ithe: pail, and 

threw: its contents into the air, without one drop 
falling back into the room. | What are you 
doing, Sir?” faid Narilha, uneafy at firft at an ¢- 
vent which threatened to deluge her ftore-houfe, 
and then extremely furprifed at feeing the whole 
waters in ‘the pail: entirely difappear.¢T am 
fending,” faid he, your fon’s» pidture to, the 
moft beautiful of. the ftars.» Let us fit down, 
¢ thall learn in a moment what: ancl iit. has 







ee this saperail the ob Aiereierter een 
eed’ fome indifferent -converfation ; ‘then all.at 
once he arofey placed: himfelf inthe middle-of 
the room, ‘applied his tube to: his»mouth, and 
‘his horn to:his ear,’ and, affuming» a contented 
-air,”** Your fon, madam, is infinitely agreeable ! 

. He is deftined: to: a-very-high fortune ; -but he 
_ eut-yield to my fancy, as I know the tafteof our 

 Jadies. Badur has a ruddy and ‘animatedycom~- 
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‘plexion, ‘the beauty obiehichi hemuft ‘not dif 
guifé under that tufted beard, which reaches 
almoft to his eye-brows ; and the lively andpiere- 
Snglooksof hiseyes would be nruchmore charming | 
‘Were they not concealed’ by his»long eye-brows. 
Thefe muft be cut away} and the fize of his’ beard 
diminifhed. Let him be fhaven tothe bottom of 
the under lip; and, with’ this: precaution, I pro. 
mife him infallible fuccefs:in his amours. .'To- 
morrow morning, ‘however, Ifhall-be more: cer- 
tain ‘than’I am ‘at prefent 5 in the mean’ time, 1 
with ‘your fon‘ to-difplay a little gallantry with 
his ‘miftrefs + He-muft, therefore, be» provided 
with a’ nofe-gay, compofed of, the moft beauti- 
fal Bowers 5° and you, madam, take! care to have 
your’ fhop as well ftored to-morrow as it was to- 
days ‘here are pledges for the fale which I promife 


you. The only thing 1 exact of you is fecreey con- 
cerning the trade we are in future to ¢arry on to- 


gether; forthe fmalleftindifcretionmight mar your 
fortune. The ftars have already too much inter- 
‘courfe withmen, who'call upon their interference. 


in all their petty concerns. ‘This is extremely dif- 
agreeable to the heavenly» bodies:» You fee, 
Madam, that I fpeak frankly to: yous - Farewell; 
fome bufinefs:calls me hence ;: to:morrow J fhall 


“be here’ very early.” aheeee this seen) made 


reer witldrew.. B 2arbng 
Apostle Ee 2 rE 
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o2 Dfhould> think smyfelfiin‘a’ dream, faid Na~ 
rilha to: her fon, did I*not shold ‘in my hand 
thete thirty fequins, which ‘appéar to me to be 
of fufficiento weight,’ and to be ‘good gold. oe. y 
Mother,” faid- Badufy. “why mutt Igo im- 
anediately ‘to. have myfelf: fhaved ? Why fo 
fuddenly ! ‘The: ftars, I believe, do not fee any 
thing’ during the day 5: and it will be much bet- 
ter‘thatyou be frefh fhaved to-morrow morn- 
ingss+=But,-in trath, “added Narrilha,’ I am 
not recovered from our adventure; and it muft 
be:acknowledged this" Armenian ‘mutt be'a very 
honeft:man3) for, withthe fame addrefs “with 
which he carried off our: fruits, he might have 
difpenfed with paying for them fo cheerfully, 
and:atefoyhigh:a prices As for you, friend, 
infteid.of going-tochave yourfelf: {haven, ‘you 
ought; tengo’ in fearch of fome'bafkets of good 
fruit; invorder to deck» our fhop, ‘that ‘the ca- 
liph’s provider may not go away from us emp- 
ty-handeds /for great» profits’ never’ ought’ to 
make! us-defpife fmall ones.” \ be as ne was 
feringetiie the caterer entered 
_ios© How now!” faid he, T nite all vetie 
fcait otosday,;» andy I fee none!” “Have «pa- 
tience a moment, Sir, our affes are not yet ar- 
rived ;|Badur: is gone to! meet'them; ‘and, if 
you; Sir, shave! inot»time*to -ftay, ‘you'may te- 
tirm-to :the palacey:whither all that you need 
ct i fhall 
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hall. be fet... "The. provider: repliedy that’ he 
did not.avith the goods to be fent to him; that: 
he withed to choofe them himfelf;;and: could 
by no means depend upon the flow-xetirn of 
her affes, When he had’. faid’, this; he tirned — 
his back: and departed. -Narilha, piqued with 
the fharpnefs.of this fpeech;. thought her vani~ 
ty too much humbled; and. it appeared:to her 
very extraordinary, and very improper, that. 
the fruit-woman of the ftars fhould. be treated 
with fo little ceremony... * You fee,” {aid the, 
* how the flaves of great people forget them- 
~ felves; Ah! when we fhall, have made) our 
fortune, I will convince thefe creatures of their: 
infignificance.” 
» Other providers made. their: eppllcilene 
“ What !”) faid they,, one after another, ‘one 
finds nothing now in your fhop?. When people’ 
give up trade, they generally give intimation of 
it.”——“* No, replied fhe, I have nothing, here, 
and fuch. rude. fellows. as) you never will find 
any thing in-my fhop.. You feem) as: if--you 
fpoke to perfons whom you fupported by: your 
—_ ”+« Affuredly,”. faid they.as they went 
out, ‘ you are not in. the) = mene a — 
tune.” Port yi 
1 Atte fait cchicle had boone ashi sieht 
Narilha’s, fhop had arranged. itfelf in. that of 
ignite s fon, the providers found init wherewith: 
Be 3 ta: 
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to recompencetheir-unfuccefsful application at 
the fruit-woman’s ‘-houfe. » Caflanak, after ha- 
ving ;laid :afide his: Armenian habit, had come 
to prefideover, his nephew's firft attempt in 
trade ;vimfhorty every thing< in his fhop was 


carried) off at-any price ; the multitude of sn 


chafers had decided the value of the goods. 
«Every bedy was: furprifed how Dalhuc seb 
fi fuddenly:furnifh’a'fhop with fuch an’ excel- 
lent-affortment of! fruits! Lam indebted fat 
this» favour,” ‘faid» he; * to -my uncle’s “kind- 
nefs.”= And: this, doubtlefs,” replied one of 
the: providers,‘ is-what hath made your ftep- 
mother mad 5 nothing is to. be found with her 


_ but ‘infolence and pride: Keep your trade-/al~ 


ways OM as good a - wept ot sag we me ine 
iorsclae ness ualeliete bm O¥e AOS 
« While Dalhuc carried on. wits -Wufinels with 
confiderable fuccefs; this {tepmother {hut up her 
fequins very carefully in a corner unknown to 
all the world; fhe hoped ‘in time to accumulate 
9) treafure which “would render her eget 
dent of her neighbours.) + Take’ great : care,” 
faid fhe:to Badury “that you don’t mention ta 
omy. hufband the ‘handfome bargain we have 
concludedy and. thofe which ‘we have in pros 
pee. He is-a man-who’cannot keep a fecret ; 
he’ is. too antich addicted to floth and dranken- 


——* iit ohimfelf anew! in bis 


vices 4 
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vices; and; by gaining much, we -fhould: be- 
come poorer than ever.’ Befides,’ he has:a cus 
rious prying turn ; and, ‘if we were to /fpeak to 
him, of the man who. is:to return to-morrow; 
he would remain at home.-in order ito: wait for 
him, and all. would ‘be, difcovered: We-need 
him to gather fruits, if we wifh,to fell them; 
fo that he muft be advifed to fet out fomewhat 
earlier than ufual.,., As for, you, you would ‘dao 
well, to go to the fuburbs, and lay out this) fe- 
quin- which I give you: in purchafing two loads 
more of fruit; for I feel a happy prefage that 
announces a confiderable fale for. to-morrow’; 
befides, .you need.a nofegay. 

Badur departed, in obedience to. his sous: 
Caffanak. had ‘been to wait upon_his friend the 
geomancer, to give him an account,of..the ope- 
ration of the day; and they concerted together 
the plan of next day’s proceedings. 

_ As foon. as..day.appeared, Badur,, furnifhed 
with an, enormous nofegay, ranjto the honfe of | 
the. barber, .who. was. to have -been his father- 
in-law, .in.order. to have his beard and his eye- 
brows cut, after the. fafhion of. the ftars.)) He 
fell into.the hands of the.apprentices, who,. af- 
ter hearing. the, very extraordinary manner. in 
which the, fimple Badur withed. to, be. fhaved, 
afked.him the.reafon of - it : “¢ What does: it fig. 
nify to you!” faidhe to themy “ dovas I bid yous 
gbsage I 
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I muft obey my mother, who withes me to’ be- 
come the mirror of the ftars!”. The young 
people could not fupprefs their laughter; and 
thei noife. attracted the paffengers, who were 


all eager to become acquainted with the mirror. _ 


of the ftars...-When the fon of Narilha was fa~ 
tisfied with the manner in which they had cut 
his: beard.and. eye-brows, -he took up his large 
nofegay, and was preparing to depart... © Ah! 
whither aré you carrying that bunch .of flow- 
ers?” faid the young people; “ Did not your 
bring it for our mafter’s daughter? Should not 
you leave it hére ?”-— No; Tam carrying it to 
my mother.”—“ Has your mother changed her 
trade ?: Is the become 2 fellersof flowers ?— It 
is a prefent. we intend. to make.” And -to. 
whom, pray? This is not the feaft of the Ha- 
raphat, or you have as. much ‘there as--would 
cover the heifers, which, on that occafion, are 
offered up in facrifice.”——“ Fine» flowers for 
cows truly ”* faidthe impatient Badur ;..** my 
mother knows better how: to beftow her pre-. 
fents.” Saying is he made his efcape “from: 
the fhops) e) 6 
- A few moments. sir ae: bichees returned. 
home,' and they related to him the fingular 
appearence which Badur had made:  'There 
iss” fays he, \a «bad report {pread refpecting: 
his mother. For my own’ part, I think thefe, 
people 
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people stepipiadiched'y. mny.dainghnet isnot! faite 
~ ed:tovhim I will go. and give him up shis pros: 
mifé, and/withdraw mine.?j4) som Lives 2igogq 
_ Badar, ‘believing himfelf as° fine! asthe ftar’ 
he withed to conquer, returned :to-his mother’s - 
’ fhop, where he found her, freed from her ‘hufs. 
band, proud of the beauty-of her fruit, andvads.: 
miring the beautiful order in which the had:ara< 
ranged them’: Nothing was’ wanting but.a:pur- 
chafer ; andthe Armenian‘ appeared.—“ Let» 
_ us'make® hafte, madam,” faid he -to her, “ & 
have fome bufinefs; for how much will you. 
fell all that DP fee ?”—« Good fruit is fearce,? 
replied Narilha,:“ and thefe are-moft admi-+’ 
rably chofen$ there is not a fingle bad one a~ 
mong thein. ‘There are’a: fourth more ‘than 
there ‘was “yefterday,’ and, confequently, ‘you 
muft-give'me-forty fequins for them.”—*, That 
is ‘at Jarge fum,”: replied Caffanak 3 ‘ but -I 
mutt falfil:the engagements I came under ; and. 
tosmotrow you. will-certainly be: more. reafons 
able: Inthe? mean: time hs tn for fem 
quins.” AGERAES -€) fi HILY SG ei ik 
As foon as the money was told, the tbeihony 
as he had’ done the day before, took one of each 
fort of fruit, threw it. into: the air, and:it dit 
appeared.---Invifible hands were waiting the fig- 
nal .toofeize all that was inthe fhop;and.in a 
sane owas left-emptys even the leaves, with. 
: Sea : which 
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which fhe. decked the fruit, were conveyed to ~ 


Dalhue’s fhop... ‘This miracle being performed; _ 
the Armenian:directed his attention to the fool= — 


ifh Badur, who,» decked out:in a new drefs; 


freed from three:fourths of shis eye-brows,; and — 


with nothing but a fmall tuft of beard upon the 
point of his chin, was watching the looks of his 
new patron) This is very well, friend!” faid. 
Caffanak to, him; -“¢ you are. drefled: to’ a mira+ 
cle; you are furnifhed, with a nofegay I hope ? 
~—I have not failed to fupply myfelf with that, 
replied Badur, fhowing it to-him—There are 
a great deal too many flowers there! You mutt 
pick out the moft beautiful, the frefheft, and 
the moft odoriferous.—W hat you have juft now 
taken away’ is quite fufficient for us; tie them 
together, and give them to me.” The Arme- 
nian took the nofegay;, threw it into the air, and 
it appeared to follow the fame road as the fruit 
had done, . Ah! continued -he, did you know 
the language of the ftarsy Icould, by means of 
my. tube’ and) horn, procure you a charming 
converfation ; But the pronunciation of this lan- 
guage is extremely difficult, on account of: its 
having no vowels, and you will one day have 
an.excellent. mafter, who will teach you it much 
more eafily than I can-do, ‘Till this fhall happen, 
however, and that you may carry on your court- 
bie you muft, if you pleafe, fend to-your:mifs 

trefs 


wae ok ee 
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trefs a more’ exact and “agreeable pi@ure ‘of 
yourfelf than was taken’ yefterday. | “It was 
overfhadowed by a thick beard,‘ and ‘two'bufhy 


- eye-brows. To-day the beauty.of your features 
- is unclouded ; ema sages eae water 


to be: brought. Hi ft 

. Badur obeyed this aonhee wiseside a shiney 
hpéftatioles > and, as foon’as the pail was'in the 
middle of the ftore-houfe, he ftooped down as 
near the ywater? as she» poffibly could, in order 
that the features ‘of his countenance might make 
amorelively impreflion; but two invifible hands, 
laying hold of his beard, drew down his’ head 
tothe bottomsof the water. His whole body 
would! have been dragged in, had not his hands, 


_ which were firmly fupported on the brim of the 


pail, refifted the effort. The mother fet up a ter- 
rible fhrick, and Badur ftarted up; the Armenian 
laughed swith all his might. “ Delightful toy- 
ing!” exclaimed he, “you know not the art of 
our ladies ! Your fon was drawn to the bottom 
of the: pail that ‘they might fhatch a’ kifs 


from him > Does not his: countenance, madam; 


appear covered with pearls? Do ‘not his lips 
feem perfumed. with »amber ? | Come, child, 
faid he, to, Badur, ftoop down «again towards - 
the place where you can meet with nothing but 
carefles; prefent:a fmiling countenance, and as. 
morous leoks.\As ‘one would with at prefent 
eee to 





cinadiews ieliecaserconeencliaae you 


which you ‘have not perceived ; ahd’ Have left 
upon your lips the perfume of the Yofe, and of 
the: violet’: Come; friend, jer at yt this. 


pleafantry ‘of thefe”’ce'eftial Iadies, ‘and! appeat 
defitous to pleafe them ;- go, ‘and admire your- 
felf in thelwater,“and laugh moft ‘heartily, that 
youmayifhiow yoware ‘pleated. "The weak foot, 
inobédience’to his“ mother, placed himfelf on 


his knees before the pail,” prefented “his fice to 


the mirror’ in’ which it was'to be’ reprefented, 
and; laughing, in ‘exa€timitation of the ery ‘of a 
goat—Very well ! excellently ! exc affa- 
nak; ‘go'on';’ you feethey want no longer to 
dyaw! you to the water. Laugh ftill much louder. 
Independent’ of «all the ‘particular graces you 





difplay, you give a moft favourable idea of the _ 


‘Of yout*temipér. “Badu, by new 


panera 5 quite’undid all he had'fetup — 


-befores* the*nbdifeé was’ heard in the ftreet, 
and attracted the Caliph’s provider, who knock- 


ed very: fiiartly-at the door. Narilha opened it, 
vand the provider entered,'while her fon raifed _ 
_himfelf very: briflely. ae What, madam,” faid 
Bx; “do you net fell weg now ? Have’ you — 

madé 
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middle. I have heard, 

wey ety tha Septet gn 

ruit; Could Chaves ot deo ial 
carne bei aarenee 


got ha ath my, € fe can only, Reg | 
appearance of a flable when you.ar¢ jnit---Thefe 
are. very infolent fpeeches | replied the provider 5 
Are = YOu ignorant that Ebelong to the Caliph ?— 


Are = that my fhop isan open ski 


bound to. ferve the.public, and that he 

who, comes too. Jate. has himfelf to, blame i 
Farewel,. madam fruit-feller !. They. svere.in the 
right i dn_ calling you.a fool,;, never; thall Ienter 
your. fhop, again... Farewel.mafter, provider! If 
you Keep your word, they, will haye,been. inthe 


right to call you, wife--I am. going, madam 


fruit-feller ; they hall: hear, of you. in. the pa 
lace. ——Go,, mafter pan . sauand 
they fhall here of you alfo. .. 

The provider went.out, in, eaten Narilha 


‘was. ina: paffion likewife 5 andthe; Armenian 


endeavoured.to:caluy her. £¢:,Forget this:info- 


lent. fellow, madam ; L promife. you.you fhall 


no more.need. to tranfact.bufinefS with him, let 
“us finith, what .we, have. begun s. perfuade’ your 


Se ee Ne dam ennamie Bi, 
sore VALS. wey att Bf ton: soy cb © aa 


ty ratt 


338 ARABIAN TALES. 


and he will do well to: make lefs notfe, that he 
may not attract other’ ‘troublefome people.’ Ba- 
dur put ‘himfélf inthe pofture’ réquired;, andy 
as foon 5 the “Armenian thought >the - portrait 
sige ia fent it it'to ‘the: ftar ‘of the ae 


aife’ of for the forthe one. Having dihatone 
applied his tube and his horn; he thus {pdke to 
Narilha:“* Your ‘fon is' ‘very happy madam; 
his fortune is to be envied’; but, if he afcends on 
high,’ He muft ‘be véry wife, “and>muft: not a= 
bufé ‘his’ advantages. - To-morrow, perhaps, »I 
fhall tell you more agreeable things; and re- 
- member ‘always to provide: me‘as good fruit as 
T have got to-day, and'in abundance.” Saying 
this, he departed. «Do -you underftand ' Ba- 
dur ? faid Narilha'to her fon ; you muft go and 
purchafe fruit, for our garden, large as it is, 
‘would not fupply ‘us ; bring’at the fame time'a 
nofegay for your miftrefs, 'to whom I-with to 
poo Ph to-morrow, aS a préfent ‘from myfelf.”» 

~ Caffanak had gone'to his ‘nephew's ‘houfé to 


put off his rdbe' and “his“cap, and found him . 


delivering fruit to the caliph’s provider, to thofe 
of the vizir, and of thé principal emirs’: But, as 
he did ‘not’ find ‘himfelf any longer neceffary 
thee, he haftened ‘to his friend the geomancer, 
This is “all that remains for ‘you ‘to perform, 
faid’ the ‘learned man fo him; yout nephew's 

thop 
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fhop is at prefent well frequented 5 but we can- 
not afford to purchafe any more fruit from Na- 
filha, who fells them: greatly above their value, 
There:is one ‘of the finefi.gardens in all-the 
the environs of Bagdad. at/prefent.expofed. to 
fale ; you muft go immediately, with the money 
in your hand, and conclude.a bargain for it, 
it will only coft you: five hundred fequins, with 
an old black) flave,, and four. beafts: of burden, 
which owill perform great exploits for you. You 
will find there: an -excellent gafdener, whom it 
will be proper. to. keep; and, as your nephew 
will no longer be affifted by the invifible hands 
who both brought. and arranged the fruit, you 
muft provide-yourfe!f with a flave; And all this 
muft be: done. immediately.—But where fhall-{ 
get thefe fequins ? replied Caflanak, fince I ami 
mnable.to return you thofe which you haye al- 
ready lent me-You, owe me nothing, replied. 
the geomancer; the treafiire which isto furnifh 
you with: fix-bundred fequins hath already, re- 
imburfed mé,|I_mean that of. the. ftep-mother, 
She is, poffeffed of .more than twelve hundred 
pieces. of gold, the half of which the has fto- 
len from. Dalhuc. fince, he; had. the misfortune 
to. marry her ; all that belongs to your nephew; 
aad, .we,muft teach his father the method of 
getting. the remainder into his pofieffion. The 
oe which you have given this woman by 
¥i3 my 
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any Kinds were fir’ fiolen by her, but. ‘ive 
dince made their efcape 3 “for, x no fooner had fhe 
thut thern'up int ‘het re pofitory, than they left it, 
‘in Ac one pany with $i GA hers, anc placed them- 

ve al sy a is ae eos - not one of 
h as we Id remain in her ais ent; but £ 
‘ep ai ‘to take from it what Dalliue ought 
‘to 5 have’ given] his fon to fettle him i in life. There 
ae gold, > my dear Caifanak 5 goand conclude 

barga 








pain, * To morrow, “for ‘the’ laft’ time; 


eruiey 2 return 1 tothe ‘fruit-woman : ‘Tt is ne- 
saa t6 kéep't up the illufion ‘with her and her 
“fon tl "5 you “have concluded your nephew’s 
‘marriage with the barber’s “daughter ; 3 and all 
‘that may be done to morrow, | in the manner 
Ahall poiar'¢ Oty ee eer 

= While thefe 'tW0° friends * were did het 
meafures togecher, ‘the barber was ‘taking a ftep 
‘extremely favourable to their views. He had 
“come'to ant explanation with Narilha. “ « What 
fért“of behaviour is this of Badur'?” faid’he ‘to. 
hers He has got binfelf thea ane combed 


cunieifed 3 ip He ansaid of shah ‘a large sei 
of flowers, “but ‘never’ leaves a fingle one of 

“them to’ ‘ny daughters "I fee imi at Your feet : 

: Are’ you’ ‘beedine “his fo! ? For: ‘he is To Ripid, 

“hat you" gna ieee: ‘Bint whatever “way” ‘yee 
iO S110 101 Poe 28: “please, 
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 pleafe. , Iwill not have a madman, for my fon 
in-law; and fhould mine, for the want | of good 


fenfe, ftand i in need of direétion, I expectina ad 
man will interfere _ with him except Ais owr "1 
wife.” - “The barber, uttering. thefe words ‘with 
that volubility which is peculiar to people « of his 
profeffion, perceived that Narilha reddened, and, 
was become furious with anger 5. he therefore 
thought it 4 good opportunity for bringing the 
matter to a conclufion. Deo. you. underftand 
me, Madam? faid he, | advancing two fteps : 
—Do I underftand you? Devil’s barber 4 in- 
folent Jew! if you with for fools to govern, 
choofe them on your own model. Keep your 
baftard of a daughter to yourfelf; my fon is 
not for her: You are people with whom we 
would blufh to have any conneétion whatever.. 
«You will return me my. word of promife, re- 
plied.the barber, endeavouring to reftrain him- 
felf.; I will be much obliged to you, and hall 
engage it no more. But it will foon,be two. 
years fince your hufband and fon frequented my 
fhop without ever haying left,a fingle penny. 
E muft at leaft have handfome prefents for my ap- 
prentices.—Ah ! Who has refufed you your wa- 
ges and your handfome prefents? repliedthe fruit 
feller; not. a fingle workman in Bagdad can 
complain of us... Hold, added. fhe,. throwing fix 
fequins with great difdain upon the table, there is 
forthe mafter barber and his boys; for onecould 
She Mae ees {carcely 
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fearcely.pay-tooi dear: to:get-rid of thenvsiget — 
out immediately.) -At the-fight ofthe goldyithe — 
harbér opened: his).eyes! very wides~'This woe 
mamis evidently mad,” faidcheto himfelf; “the 
throws her, gold) atomy heads candy, fhould:.} 
think’ of .contraditting her, again, dhe might: 
throw fomething: more deadly at mes -Let,us be: 
going with. it.” Saying this, he turned himfelf 
very brifkly, and: haftened out, of the'thop. «ws 
»As the barber’ was..returning- home, he met) 
Caflanak,, who had jaft taken: pofleffion.of the. 
garden, and: arranged, every. thing. for fecuring 
the fuccefs ,of -his nephew’s -bufinefs 5: andj ‘his: 
head being ftill filled with -his adventure, -he* 
_ ftops Caffanak;'. “ Have: you,’ fays hey“any: 
connection, with: Dalhue,: your ancient: brother: 
in-law ?”---None,: finee, vat theinftigation. of his’ 
wicked. wife,'she banifhed fromhis, houfe my- 
~ dear nephew, who really. deferves the tender af-. 
feétion I feel for ' him.---' Do you know,” sad 
ded.-the, barbery “that. the.woman you: are: 
ipeaking of is completely:mad.’?—-I have known: . 
that fora confiderable time; ' indeed the: never: 
was wifes butt is truethat-{he+has had a violent’: 
fity, which has ,banifhed from her thop all the: 
caftomiers whom» ‘the: hady had. the :addrefs to. 
draw: tozit ;) Ihave availedimytfelf of this forithe 
eftablithment of.) ‘my nephew,! who willfoon, I: 
hopey::be sin amore: flowtithing, condition: than” 
MOE : his. 
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his father!’ ‘At ‘prefent, he poflefles that thop 
which isin ‘the corner of the fquare, toowhich 
all the: cuftomers of Narilha now’ repairio ‘They 
appear delighted with my nephew,!whovis by far 
the fineft young man in Bagdad.-Buty|if “your” 
nephew is obliged to'purchafe fruits in order'to’ 
fell them again, ‘he will not: make much of ‘the’ 
bufinefs.--My nephew fells: only. ‘fruit “of ‘his 
own growth. ’ He is the proprietor «of one of 
the beft gardens?in our neighbonrhood ; here 
is the contract of the bargain, ‘and his difcharge.’ 
‘This poor young mati'is very engaging, and has 
found friends} every perfon is eager to contre 
bute to:his little profits; he wants nothing now 
but a wife to-affift him; for, alone ‘as‘he is at 
prefent;“and’ his bufinefs: increafing every day, 
he needs fomeperfon to attend to’his affairs.’ 
-=I once obferved, faid' the barber, ‘that ‘he 
had a‘liking for my daughter 3 to';whom‘he was 
by no means difagreeable; and, for my own part,’ 
I loved:him fincerely ' Dalhuc would have been 
- veryowell pleafed- with this'match; but his' wife 
would: not part with*a ‘fequin’ “You area fa- 
ther, and: you know,'aswell’as-I, that our*firft’ 
care is to provide for our children: I amoun= 
der noengagement; your nephew is‘eftablifhed 
i lifes. and, ‘if he withes my daughter’schand, 
he fhall have it.I vaccept: it forchim, «replied 
Caffanaky' holding: out his hand«to: the barber.’ 
rats ; ; To 


_ 


AA. ARABIAN TALNS, 


To morrow, before noon, I will go to Dalhuc,. 
and communicate our intentions to him ; and } 
have fuch information to give him as ab 
bring. him to agree to, all our. ‘withes : ; 
then bring him with me to ‘the city; we. pi 
call on.the cadi, as we pafs, the. ceremony fhall. 


be inftantly performed, and the nuptials. cele- 


brated in the evening. Narilha fhall not hear 
of it,till all is over, and -her oppofition ufelefs.. 

The barber returned home fo full of joy 
that he. could. with difficulty reftrain himifelf.. 
The. powerful principle of gold had alone deter- 
mined him to marry his daughter to the ftupid 
Badur; but the hufband now propofed ap~ 
peared to poflefs fuperior advantages. He in- 
formed his daughter of it, aud the felt no dif 
ficuilty i in deciding in favour of her former lover- 

While they were fettling this. marriage, the 
-ftrangeft chimeras were floating in the heads of 
Narilha and of her fon. Both of them were 
delighted at having -entirely broke off. the 
treaty with the barber. . Common. people t 
Mere mob! faid the mother. —Oh! Lam no 
more of this fort, faid Badur ; ; and I really ex- 
pect they will not now laugh in my face as 
they formerly did. ‘Then each of them afide. 
indulged their own digi according to their 
€apacity. 4 

Ah! faid Narilha to herfelf, though I did 


2 nothing 7 
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‘ot ing but” fell ‘every day ay ‘Sent’ fruit, “eye 
that of others, at fach” a price, I fhould’ foot 2 
fil’: ‘my ‘little coffer !'T “heuld BE" of ed to 
get a a ftrong-box.—But wheré ‘would. :g onceal 
it? We will not ftay always in 1 is A sete id; 
befides, we fhall have more room. When it” 
fhall be perceived in Bagdad that my fruit dif 
appears, without any perfon in the town having 
bought it, people muft neceffarily expect fome 
inyftery. ‘I would do ‘well to be filent refpec- 
ting my good fortune 5 but, in fpite of me, it 
will be known that I'am fruit-feller general to 
the fkies.—It is a moft honourable office! I 
fhall lodge in a fine palace; and, in place of 
difplaying my fruit under’a tent, and before my 
door, I will range them in pyramids betwixt the 
pillars of the periftyle of my palace. Already IT 
fee all thefe fine fruits raifed to the roofs.— 
Oh! ‘The beautiful view! The proud’ pyra- 
mids | Never were more magnificent ones form 
ed, of fapphires, of emeralds, of topazes, OF of 
rubies ! Certainly the’caliph will with to enjoy 
this ipectacle ; he will bring his favourites hi- 
ther ; and they will confider themfelves as ex- 





_ tremely happy in ‘receiving from my hand the 


fruits which were intended for thé itars.—No 
body will be mentioned any where but the fruit. 
feller of heaven: All thofe of Damas will be-' 
come j jealous: of her ; and then it will be: known 
oe that 
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that my fon has married the morning-ftar phe 


And, as the ftars have an influence on the lot of 


every individual, all the ‘grandees ‘of ‘the king- 
dom will pay: their court to me}; perhaps, there 
may even be kings in the crowd ; for, powerful 
as they are, ‘they are feldom’ content with their 
condition.—I will make my ‘own ‘terms’ with 
them; and, as it would ‘be humiliating for me 
to remain the wife of a potter,’ I will procure 
for him an honourable’ office,—He ‘has_ hardly 
any knowledge ; but, ‘with a little pride, he 
will make as good a figure as another.Ah 
in a fhort time, I muft become the wife of ‘an 
- emir.—In my way to the palace, I fhall meet 
this provider who: forgot the refpet due te 
me: I will draw up the curtains of my litter, 
- and, with a difdainfal look, ‘will punith' ‘him 
for his infolence. He fhall know the diftance 
thére is betwixt the provider of a caliph and 
the fruit-feller general of the firmament; for, 
even when I fhall be the wife‘of an emir, I will 
ftill preferve the cuftom of heaven 3 it is fo plea- 
fant to take the money which falls from it As 
to. my fon, his wife will affliredly make him/‘a 
prince; perhaps fhe may make him king of fome 
place! He has not much wnderftanding ; but his 
minifters will have it for him--—Such was the 
firain of Narita’ § fancy. *¢'To morrow,” faik 
Badur, on his party J Hall have myfelf fhaved 
: agnitty 


. 4s pistes a 
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_ again, for I am greatly the better-Here am I, 


the lover of a ftar! But love is certainly fome- 
I don’t feel it ; that muft neceffarily. come; how- 


ever.---But -how, fhall 1, get near, the object of 


my affection ? Will the defcend, or muft 1 
afcend to her ? Lhave feen melons go up into the 
air ;. and, hadthey been large gourds, it would 
have been alk one!—I_ will difappear like a 
gourd, But, my mother told me that I ought 
tofay feet things to the barber’s daughter if 
{ married her; Now, What fhall I fay to my 
ftar !=-You are very round, very white, and 
very. brilliant !-——-I_ believe. this will do pretty 
well.—In every cafe, I can confult the Arme- 
nian gentleman, who hath fpoken to me of 
a language without vowels; I will beg of 
him {to teach me what I ought to fay, and 
to direé&t my conduét, for he is better acquaint- 
ed. than I with the.cuftoms of the ftars.” 
Night defcended, while Badur was indulging 
thefe extravagant ideas; and the heaven was 
befpangled with ftars, every one more brilliant 
than another.—Where, then, is mine ? faid the 
ridiculous lover.. The more Ifearch, I am the 
lefs able to diftinguifh.—But, fince they are faid 
to; be fond of good humour, I am going to 
laugh to them all-;,.and_mine. will know that, 
when-I,laugh, I do it to pleafe her, With 
this, he fet up forced laughs, and was anfwered 

by 
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by a full chorus of the:beafts of burden which 
Dalhuc had put into the: ftable. Vaftly well, 


Badur !. faid his ftep-father to him; you are 
cheering sich irNnsebietiregeeia acinlied a’ 


tigued ; it willdo them good. ~ 
But next dey Svesnpsoan dh dtl aii 
tures. The fruit-feller, better provided than 


ufual,. expected with great impatience the.provi-. 
der of the fkies. At length he arrived; and ~ 
the fold. him the fruit at a higher price, and 
was more genteelly paid for it than on the for-_ 
mer days, She feemed to triumph before~ 


hand in the riches fhe promifed herfelf, and 
endeavoured to imitate the airs and graces of 
high life: The Armenian perceived. this, and. 


appeared to be highly amufed with it; but, at. 


the fame time, was bufy in difpatching the 
fruit. The foolifh Badur attempted to throw 
» fome pomegranates into the air, and, obferving 
that they did not. fall back again, began to 
think he had imtercourfe with ‘heaven, and 
continued the work till he was all over in a 


fweat: ‘¢ Courage! Courage my friend !” faid 


the Armenian to him; * fo far as I fee, your 
fervices are becoming more and more agree- 
able.”—* Do ‘you think. fo?”— Do I think 
fo! You are, without fufpecting it, the hap- 
pieft of mortals; and ina fhort time you:will 
Sin 0M! seal Lidtole My, She 

22 ; meee, 





ee 











the Armenian, “ fhe’ isas! large” as ® p. 
“ But, taking that for granted,’the ‘muft be 
all face like the moon.”—=“"Noy ‘no: She Hig’ 
arms, hands, legs, and» feet;' as’ well a3" yous 
itis juit asvif-youfaw'a young’beautifal per 
fon-during: the night with» 2 large glow-wornt 
om the stop-of her nofegay:”—© Ah! I under! 
‘Rand somy wife has only to take off her cap to” 
be-exadtly ‘like another woman; ard TI have 
_ only'to. putia gloweworm on mine; to become, 
in my turn, a-ftare’~« Your conjectuies ye: 
{pecting’the heavens are as juft as if you had. 
beem there." A-thought trikes me, how. 
_ ever,”*added Badur; « when I’thall ‘be in the” 
air, show fhalb I walk there?" With much 
- greater eafe than om the varth;” replied the 
Armenian 5:  the»roads there are ‘far more 
beaten 2+ ‘Then, turning’ \ towards” Narilhiiy’ 
_ Well; Madam! You {ee the® prosrefs “of 
_- yoursfon: He -has learned ‘more’ in’ond moe” 
ment than the mott readwned® aftrologers” 
who have loft their fight in’ obferving the’ 
~ Worl. Gg. rant, 
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rant, and endeavoured to render herfelf (till 
more fo refpecting: her: fon... Deceived by the 
converfation ‘of the Armenian, the. allowed 
herfelf to be perfuaded that Badur had talked 
very ‘rationally } sand. flattered. -herfelf with the 
hopes of feeing:his' underftanding unfold very 
rapidly: In her) turn, fhe wifhed.to exprefs 
fome curiofity refpecting the inhabitants)of hea- 
ven:  Arevthey well drefled, Sir?” faid the 
to Caffanak.—-“ Their -garments,”, replied “he, 
© yefemble the mott agreeable” vapours ; One 
would think they wére fprinkled with the. pow- 
der of ‘Thamarena, which, added to. the de- 
licious and natural odour of their bodies, gives 
a fenfation, when you: approach them, which 
TI ‘cannot -better»compare ‘than ,to.that., of a 
nofegay compofed of rofes, jonquils, and blof- 
foms' of the orange.”); “ Oh!.how fine for — 
me;” faid Badur; **.1.am fond of flowers to 
diftraCtion, and would always have my nofe at 
a nofegay. - Ah! when fhall. I enjoy thefe de- 
licious perfumes?” This. very night if you 
pleafe,” replied the Armenian; “ go without 
“the city of «Bagdad, and, lie down. in your fa- 
ther’s. gardens) and towards eleyen o’clock your 
qmiftrefs.is to bathe in the beautiful canal. which 
is formed by the river along your terrace 5; un- 
drefs ‘yourfelf, fwimafter,your charming ftar, 
and \carefs (but-very-gently,,and with great dif- 


Otay co get) ~ — cretion) 
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erection) the water in which: you : fee her 5. for, 
if you go rudely to work, you: may make.the - 
glow-wornt drop; and ‘the lady:-will, make her 
éfcape. Purfue her to the very,end’ of the ca+ 
nal;' and, as foon -as’you \fhall have reached - 
this, put your foot upon the ground, ‘and. you 
will find her fpring upon the fand as'nimbly as 
yourfelf. As ‘to’ the reft, my idear Badur,- I 
have no farther inftructions to give-you. It_is 
fafficient for you to-know, that, inorder to 
marry her immediately, youhave no need, ei+ 
ther of a cadi’ or of witnefles, for the ladies of 
heaven aré void of ceremony.”--- So) much 
money faved !” faid’ Badur ;:“ this will .be as 
much as Tf fhall {pend in getting my beard fha- 
ved to-morrow.* But» who will thew me my 
ftaé amidft all ‘the reft?”-—« Your gardener: 
Tell him fo “fhew' you the morning-ftar_ in the 
Euphrates, and he will fhow you it immediate- 
ly; for it is not im heaven that he muft feek 
for it.” After this,.Caflanak took his leave of 
the mother ‘and fon; Pes to return next 
day. 

“When ‘he had gone out, ‘Narilha; refleSing 
on what fhe had juft’ heard, appeared: greatly 
aftonifhed at ‘it;’ but the was ‘comforted by the 
gold which fhe held in her hand; and the-went . 
to létk ‘it‘up in her coffer In| proportion as 
yor sso filled,» ‘her head prew empty, -and ‘her 

Gg2 reafon 
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teafon,, vanifhed; and) fhe,.agreed that hersfon 
fhould; profecute his intrigue in the Euphrates. : 

_, While, in, this manner, they were occupied . 
ath the; ridiculous . means of advancing their 
fortune), Caffanak. had, gone) to. his, brother-in- 
law,..whom),he. found. in the, garden employed 
ia gathering fruit; He found him, prejudiced 
againft -his fon .I-Dalhuc. .. But, when he was 
informed, of the excellent. eftablifhment which 
his. good behaviour had) procured him, when 
he faw the.contraét for. the garden he had. pur- 
chafed, and. his difcharge, ‘he .was obliged to 
confefs that. he, had» been deceived refpecting 
his fon by.Narilha. At the fame time, he 
learned that the barber, his old friend, had 
broken. his engagements with his wife, that he 
was-inclined to give his daughter to Il-Dalhuc, 
and. that they only waited for him to draw up 
the contract: He was delighted with this infer- 
mation; and, -entrufting to his gardener the 
eare.of gathering the fruit, he departed imme- 
diately with Caflanak to the,cadi’s houfe.. 
As they walked along, he learned many.o~ 
ther.circumftances. ..,.He was informed. that his 
wife, had.a.treafure which fhe concealed from 
him ;, that.it was,the: product of what the had 
ftolen from him, and that fhe ftill defrauded 
him every,day.5/thatjthe,had, in the. {pace of 
three days,fold fruit to.an Armenian for more 
ithe: co Gan) be than 
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than one “himdred and’ fifty pee and ‘that 
fhe iad ‘fallen’ out with all the’ providers 5: ae 
Bagdad; who*had fortunately found’ y thing 
which they wanted’ in’ the fhop: ‘of Tl-Dalhucg 
who had drawn /all het cuftomers to him; ''and 
that therefore there was nothing loft to the fa- 
mily. Confider, my dear Dalhuc,. added ‘his 
brother-in-law; how this woman abufes your 
confidence! She conceals every thing from 
you, “and opprefies you with labour, in order 
to'accumulate’ a ‘treafure which fhe wifhes to 
enjoy alone : I know. the place where it is con- 
cealedy and we might eafily make ourfelves ma- 
fters of it. After that, you muft feparate’ from 
this guilty woman, and divorce her before the 
¢adi: You will find'in her concealment four times 
as' much moftiey as will fuffice to pay her back 
the dowry you have received; and, as fhe pre+ 
tended to come to you when it was dark, 0 
muft alfo fend her away in darknefs. i 

Dalhuc was at firft rendered: farious againft- 
Naritha’ by thefe explanations; but it’ required 
them’ all to undeceive: him. They arrived at 
the cadi’s houfe; and from -thence they went 
tothe barber’s, where the marriage was cele+ 
brated with emotions of the hai Joy on un 
alterable-happinefs. =~ 

Meanwhile, ‘however, Navitha: owas ‘the vice 
tim of ‘uneafinefs. Night had-¢ome’on’;° Bas 
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dur had. gone to the place of meeting; and 
Dalbuc was not. arrived. with -his fruit. What 
could haye, happened ,to-him?,,If fruits were 
wanting to-morrow, how could the provide for 
- the, neceffities of the ftars ? At length,) at. the 
very. moment when the.gates.of the city were 
to be fhut, Dalhuc’s gardener arrived with half 
a. load, of fruit, and reported that’ his.mafter 
had departed at ten in the morning with.a man 
who,.camefor him. What mut -Narilha do, 
who had not,even her fon with:her;whom the 
might, fend through Bagdad, to collect. at leaft 
what fruit remained fince the .day before ?.. In 
her own opinion, fhe was expofed: to'the. totak 
ruin of her fortune, Alas! What a. /ftorm is. 
about'to burft.on poor Dalhuc !. .“¢ ¥es,”> faid 
the, “ at. whatever, hour -he- fhall return, he 
rmuft,.go inftantly and procure fruit ;. if there 
are none in Bagdad, the gates of which are 
now fhut, I will make him leap over the:walls,. 
rather than want a fingle day’s provifion for the 
ftars.” Night had, already.completed. half her 
courfe,; when,in the. middle ‘of »this, extrava- 
gant woman’s agitation, Dalhuc knocked at his 
door, not. like a man who dreaded reproaches 
for his delay, buat, for the firft:time in his life, 
as maiter of his own houfe. + He is drunk, 
cwithout any’ doubt! faid.\Narilha; but dear 
Selb pay: for his debauch ” At the: fame 
Bia! time 
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time the opéned the door, pouring iit a” ‘tor- 
‘vent of abufe. “Drunken wretch!” faid the G3 


him, ‘you would*reduce ‘us to’ mifery ?: What 
have you been about ? Whénce' come you ?’ Do 
you’ thus abandon your ‘wife ‘and ‘Your child 
to indulge in your vices?’ I will’ complain” ‘to 
the cadi; he thall'do'-mé juftice on you, you 
infamous debauchee! Think you then that I 
will ‘allow ‘you leifure to ‘fleep yourfelf fober 
till oncéthe thop be furnifhed with fruits’ for ~ 
to-morrow ?) I know not what keeps me: from 
breaking ‘your arms and legs.” Dalhuc was 
fomewhat fharpened by wine; but he had been 
taught ‘his leffon fo perfe&ly by Caffanak and 
the barber, that, armed with a large ftick, and 
determined to repel violence by force; he “had 
neverthelefs the prefence of mind not to com- 
mit ‘any. Mad woman! faid he, fit down, and 
recover your fenfes. "We owe to one another 
an exact account of our conduét. ra here is 
mine. 

» © Yefterday Iwas in my pind when my 
good-brother Caffanak' came there in fearch of 
me, andto inform me. that my friend the bar- 
ber was giving his daughter in marriage to Il- 


Dalhuesmy fon ; and that I’behoved to come 


immediately for the contract and the nuptials. 


~All this issmow done, and I have juft left 


them.” ‘And haft thou the ‘effrontery to tell 


me,” 
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me,” replied Nurilha, « that ‘thou haft left my 
bufinefs to ‘marry!thy ideotiof: a’ fen to the 
daughter of an impertinent: fellow, who yefter-" 
day came’ here, *and> infulted both*my fon and 
myfelf 70! Softly ;:the ‘barber! is!a friend of 
mine, and not more impertinent than another ; 
and, if there be an ideot here, your fon is the 
only perfon I: fhould fufpect of being fuch.”—- 
The codlnefs and fteadinefs of Dalhuc fo much 
aftonifhed Narilha, that, tempted to revenge 
herfelf for the infult: fhe thought fhe had :re~ 
ceived, fhe felt a defire to ufe the moft violent 
means; but fhe had neither weapons nor refo- 
Jution; her feeble rage was foon converted in- 
to defpair; the rolled along the ground, wring- 
ing her hands, fet ‘up dreadful thrieks, and, at 

laft, melted into tears, and fwooned away. 
Dalhuc had been prepared for this; every 
thing was indifferent’ to him, provided the fe- 
quins did not efcape from his. hands, and that 
they enabled him to rid: himfelf of a woman 
whom. he had found ‘to be'falfe.. ‘He did not 
go to bed, .but: waited) quietly the end) of the 
crifis.. The hours pafied away, and day appear- 
ed: “Narilha, fomewhat recovered from her 
fwoon, watched the moment of ‘her hufband’s 
compafiion and weaknefsy inorder to take:ad- 
vantage of it; but fhe waited for it in’ vain. 
Dalhuc, feated a to her, and his. chin 
leaning 
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leaning upon his ftick, maintained his'tranqui- 
lity. That man,” faid the within: herfelfy: 
“is very fuddenly changed, ,Caffanak;.' and. 
the curfed'sbarber, have: rendered him inflexs. 
ible ! How fhall I:avenge' myfelf?How ‘fhall: 
bring back my ‘hufband? -But, rather, how 
thall I receive the provider of the ftars here; _ 
with whom I muft fpeak | privately. . He -only. 

could-oblige me; he has fuch powerful friends, 
that he could eafily rid me-of fome.people who 
with to get rid of me! Let me put on the appear- 
ance of fweetnefs, and endeavour to remove 
my hufband from this place. ‘* You muft be 
fatigued, my good friend,” faid fhe, with the 
moft honeyed: accents, “ and I am afraid of 
your falling ill; go to bed, if you pleafe.. As 
for me, I -muft put the little fruit we have in 
as’ good order as I can.”~-“* And for whom ?” 
faid Dalhuc; “I know that you have not a 
fingle purchafer in Bagdad; for you have dif- 
gufted all your cuftomers.”—“ There is no 
great lofs,” replied fhe; *¢ I have! fallen into 


the way of fling them to ftrangers, who pay 


handfomely ;” fhewing him, atthe fame time; 
five or fix fequins, and fome fmall. coins: 
‘© There is money for you,” added fhe; “ the 
houfe.- hath: wanted sane wre my nie 
have been ng mh , 
yey) Has Daihisé® 
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~ Dalhuc was not a little furprifed to fee his 
wife {how this money, as it'was the firft time fhe 
had ever thought ‘of doing’ fo, all which fhe 
-had received being ‘conftantly ie eh to have 
been {pent before hand.’ But ‘he'‘was ‘warned 
of this, and perceived at once the fnare and the 
fraud. ' He did ‘not take' the fequins, but calm- 
ly remained in his feat, looking at Narilha, who, 
forcing herfelf to weep, ‘arranged as well’as ‘fhe 
could the’ fruits which “the “gardener “had 
brought. ' «Are not you going to ‘bed, si 
dear, you will’do yourfelf ‘ill"—« Noy’ re- 
plied he “ I havéno need of reft.”—“ But, an 
tafe,” faid fhe, © inftead of remaining here, you 
would do better to go and fearch for an affort= 
ment of fruit for us in fome garden. I expect 
a cuftomer whom it is our intereft to furnith 
With the beft that can be got; Iam not at li- 
berty to tell who this is, but, if you do as 1 
bid you, I will let you know at your return,”— 
 T would rather learn it from the cuftomer’s 
own mouth, and leave you your fecret.”— 
« Shocking fellow!” muttered ilha; ‘ he 
will fpoil the whole affair : Why had I no more 
than fix fequins left in my pocket ?~ He would 
have been lefs obftinate if he had feen thirty 
or forty. Since you wont’,” continued ‘fhe, 
* T muft take the bafket myfelf, and goin queft 
of fruit,” No; I don’t with you to go out, 
: you 
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you will be neceffary. in affifting. me site | 
the company who will be here it ii 
« It is the Armenian whom he. expects,” con- ry 
tinued fhe, {peaking to herfelf;, ¢. and I will 

not haye time to inform him privately of all 
that has happened.——But I_ have a notion 
that thofe invifible handa; which. ferve him, fo 
well, are able, if he choofes, to free us from this 
troublefome fellow who withes to, ruin our for- 
tune.—I am _all impatience—Little prevents me 
from feratching out his eyes !—Let, me”-~The 








fury of Narilha, for a long time fupprefled, was 


about to become dangerous ; but the fun being 
already confiderably above the horizon, the 
hour of bufinefs was near, when all on a fud- 
den a violent, knocking was heard at. the door. 
“Heavens!” faid fhe, “ there is the Armeni+ 
an !” and ran haftily to meet him ;, but Dalhue 
had got the ftart of her, and opened the door 
himfelf. 

. The man. who knocked was dreffed i ina fae 
ragi, and was the cad_iwho had drawn up the 
contract of marriage’ betwixt Caffanak’s, nephew 
and the barber’s daughter. He was not alone ; 5 
the uncle Caffanak accompanied him, together 
with, fome officers of juftice, , You with Dal-. 
huc,” Said. the cadi, as he entered, to divorce 
rem we, ms aE come to learn, the reafons of. 

pa SITE ih T. ar fan s* sts 9} it, 


nye yy oe 
as, Jpivad con 


fnop all thofe. for whom.I furnithedit, prefers 
ing to them a man dropt-from. she elondscine 
Yes, indeed, fallen from. the clouds! , He is 
Well able to. mount. up. to, them, and. to 
treat you, as. a wicked. and, infol low; 
floce I am forced to tell every. thing, I will be- 
feech him, to, avenge my, caufe 5»he will not re~ 
fafe ity and. will, difcover to all the, world who 
he is, and rok. ray SARE hee erie; 
ee  Ralbeigcio fs Yesy" aap h6 6 adi 5 .«¢ her 
pety. In this point of 
pe I Un Leechs fhe has jut faid to 
her. from the rigour,of the laws ;”. and he 


was. be gin ig Se Sess the teresa An! 
at the, inftance of a filly fellow, do. you thus 
aa ir or aly Seng? the. _ftars,!”..oxe 
meee | 
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even a fon? ‘With the p te 
powerful flar of the iii aa married. 
this lait night, I fhould convince of their infig- 
“Mificance all thofe who have dared this day to 
treat me with difrefpeét.”—You hear, her, Sir, 
repeated Dalhuc.— Alas! I do hear her, replied _ 
the Cadi; do whatever you have refolved upons 
' you are but ‘too well authorifed ; and he dicta- 
ted the fentence. “ Niérilha! protefted by the 
provider of the fars !” faid Dalhuc, “ mothe 
“in-law to the morning flar, Be gone, I dix 
48 worce thee, once, ‘twice, thrice.”  Duting 
this ‘time, the bill of divorcement was preparirig: 
Dalhuc figned it, and gave it to the divorced 
lady, after caufing a duplicate-of it to be written 
out. This was a very prodent precaution, for 
fhe tore the paper into a thowfand pieces. 
“© Now,” faid the, ** Where is my dowry? 1 
muft have it. You have two hundred fequirs 
to find for me, otherwife I ifift upon having the 
garden, watered. with the fweat of niy brow, ad- 
judged t6 me.”~-* Now,” faid Dalhuc, “ give 
me an account of my fruit, which, for thefe 
three days, you have fold to a ftranger”.—There 
it is; faid the, throwing fix féquins and fome 
fall coins in his face. Caffanak then fpoke. You 


dave mot givén an eighth part of the money 
~ Fou. IL Hh you 
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you-rectived.: I mylelffurbithed the moneys 


and. it» amounts to an hundred. and forty. fe- 
quins: The Armenian of Bagdad; to;whom I 
lent them, hathgiven me. his robe.and jcap:.in 
fecurity;-and here theyre, At this declaration 
Narilha’ became. fpeechlefs ; but, the arrival of 
Badur completed her confufion.,.. He came, dif= 
figured by torrents.of blood running “down, and 


concealing more than half his face,: his. throat, 
fwelled,, and fuch a-fuppreffion of the voice, - 


that it was, with, difficulty he could. be -heard 5 
while he curfed: the ftars, with all his. heart. 


« Ah!” faid he,, * If-ever I am: in love with 


them again, may I receive three times as. many 


ftrokes of the rod,..as they. have applied. to me 


this night.”--What -has -happened you, friend ? 
afked, the Cadi... If.any. perfon has beat.you, I 
am ready to do you juftice.--Sir, !” faid Badur, 
_ © punith the ftars-with the baftinado. “There 
is one of them who fhould have been my wife ; 
I fent her a nofegay, and my picture ina pail of 
water, and. fhe made me go to the Euphrates, 


where-it wasextremely.cold, | loft my. coma. 
more’ than. twenty.,times, marching after her: 


and was obliged to {wim half a league ;. and, 
when [thought fhe was going to!land together 


with me; I had fcarcely fet my foot upon the. 
fand, when ‘I received fome. blows with a rod, 
— behind, :Titurned ove but faw nobody: 


The 
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The /ftrokes were repeated: I turned round — 
again, but to no purpofe.. “The perfons'who ins — 
flied the ftrokes were always dire&tly atimy 
bick;°I therefore fled; and was: purfued ‘by 
them, firiking’ me all the way°to the door of 
the garden. ° Ali! I love the gold'which»comes 
down from them very well 5 but, he-may court 
their favours who will; I _— wear in-a fev? 
the whole night.”©« eo © n 
_ ihe pride of “Narillia’ was wm Seabees btn 
fied by this relation’: She perceived that the had 
been played upon, and now faw herfelf com# 
pletely deteéted.» The Cadi had ordered feven- 
ty fequins to be told down upon the table, and 
fhe found that was all fhe was to be allowed to 
take back for her dowry. ‘* At leaft,” faid the, 
« J thall be permitted to carry off my effects?” 
—Yes, replied the Cadi one’ of my ’ officers 
will accompany you, together with Dalhuc and 
Caffanak. “When Narilha ‘perceived that: it 
was impoffible for her to carry away her little 
concealment, fhe thought ‘of ‘depriving Dalhue 
of it ; and collected all her effets, without once 
_ looking towards the place where her gold was 
~ coficealed. “ Sir,” faid the, after this, to the 
cadi, “* when I was’ Dalhuc’s wife, it was my 
duty to obey him; but, now that I am divor- 
ced; I an¥reinftated in my rights: ‘He had for- 
at ‘me to/mention his having found a treafure: 
Hh 2 in 
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_ in-awold iron-pot, which is ftill to be found:in 
the place where it had: been butied. This depo+ 
fit belongs to. the, commander-of the faithful, 
and myreligious: printiplesida. notallow me to 
difiemble the, theft ‘which. was intended); Be fo 
_ good:as follow.me; Sir, and you may caufe it be 
carried off.”.—¢ The caliph: already k knowsof this 
sreafure, réplied: the cadi,:. and thinks: it. right 
that Dalhuc fhould take pofleffion of it, as what 
was! in-reality ftolen from, him.” Narilha was 
-wendered: entirely: frantic by. this reply: In this 
Gituation, thé» might become) extremely danger _ 

‘ousy, ahdy as: fhe -was ipreparing. to go. out, 
Where are you going ?” faid the cadis “you 
shave need of medicines, ,and fhall, be. conducted 
-with. your fon to a place where eyery thing that 
vis:neceflary will. be adminiftered to you.” Upon 
‘this, the retinne of the cadi dragged her out of 
"the houfe, together with her fon 3 and Dalhue 


“4 was left alone with Caffanak, on whom, he, be- 


Stewed, new.exprefiions, of his gratitude...) 

1 This,?:faid Cabil-Hafen,.as he here siisieds his 
ory; is all.that —— esa wa thee actin 
oe ste Ads bee £3 


ite 


Tue beautiful Vafumé had never ceafed to 
~~ during the whole # this recital; the good! 
ey Nané 
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Nané had, at different times, burft:out intorvio- 


lent fits‘of laughter 5: the. Schebandad-and; Ve» 
fumé’s father ‘had appeared: pleafed; andthe ri 
vals‘of hiny who related: the tale had given:figns 
of uneafinefs; all waited, infilende,the approba- 
tion of Vafumé, when the Schebandad thisad-. 
dreffed her: ** My dear daughter ?? faid:he, - 
this ftory appearedto amufe you.--«%: Yes, 

y” every body feemed to be pleaféed with 
ity’ and! efpecially: my nurfe laughed heartily 
Much lefswould:have made! me laugh, replied 
Wané.° T have “liftened attentively, I have re- 
tained a great many circumftances, and amin 
good hopes that» this ftory: will increafe’ my 
littlé-colleGtion: But I<doubt I thal] not:be 
able to’ deliver it from my ‘memory in’ as agree- 


‘gble/a manher as” it has entered it”4-Nay, (my 


dear’ Nané, on the ‘contrary, *F am perfuaded 
that you will do it great juftice in’ the-telling ; 
but another is’ preparing for’ us, which »will 
perhaps make’ you forget it—It-muft poflefs'a 
great marly ‘excellencies then, Laid Nané¢ : * Let 


“as “Hiften’ for P aim impatiént tothear “it begun. 


The nurfe was filent; and thé “fecond'of the 
three coufins, availing himfelf of the attention 
which was paid to-him, began his ftory. 
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The Prowe, of and Death ‘of Captain Tirancheniont, 


and of his brave al do ees Hy Story” 


2 SH Fecheeneite: ses having eae 
led over..a: great) many- countries, and':a great 
part of the werld, found. himfelf in: Egypt, im 
the confines .of the mountainous part of that 
kingdom : his exceflive.voracity could. fearcely 
be gratified; and the horror with which he infpir- 
ed:every body, removed from ‘him every St 
neceflary for the fupply of his wants. » aN 
.5As he was one day. traverfing a defart, he 

was accidentally. led into the cave of a dervife :. 


“ Holy man!” faid he to him, you fee-befere. 


you.a-warrior, who is dying for want of food, 
have not-you fome hundreds of nuts to break?” 
--- The rats have excellentoteeth, replied the 
dervife, without rifing from. his feat; and con= 
‘tinuing to, meditate on his book ; they have eat: 
all the nuts which I received from the charity of 
the faithful, and have left: me nothing’ but the; 
fhells.. The only provifion I have. remaining is 
that, bifeuit of the Nile which you: fee ‘before 
my...door :?.. And, at the fame:time, psinted to 
a ftone fix feet long, and aboint three feet 
high. Vins 
.* Do. you ‘eat that ? psa tar Penhcogier : 
Zooks! you are, not delicate:in your taft! el know 
this. paftry, the pyramids of Egypt are built of 
His oe” 
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it, and L can ¢at.at your expénce., This morfel 
would be of hard. digeftion, to any, \ctlere figs. 
machs than ours; fuffer me to cut a flice of i it.’ 
At-the fame time he idrew his: fabre, and with 
one ftroke cut off a flice vas*thick as thrée leaves 
of the: palm-tree joined together. He then 
broke it into fmall morfels, chewed ‘it. betwixt 
his teeth, and fwallowed it.’ “¢ What a fabre # 
What arms 1: What’ teeth! faid the reclufe to. 
himdelf;:my «furniture is pretty folid; yet this 
man could unfurnifh my cave at four meals; I 
muft make a friend of him! Sir! faid he, I ad- 
mire’at once the ftrength and dexterity of your 
arm';.and find you poffefs a very extraordinary | 
_ tdlent. IT am defirous to become acquainted 
with: you, and hope you will not judge me un’ 
worthy of that honour: Adventurers’ are, in 
general, fufpected ; but, with refpe& ‘toa man 
like you, I ought to have neither fecrets nor 
artifice 3: enter with me into the innermoft ap- 
partment of my cave; there Ihave in referve fome 
cheefes of goats: milk, and fome cakes, which 
Lwill find a real pleafure in’ fharing with you’; 
come, we willeat at our pai ai and converte 
with freedom.” 
“ Moft willingly,” replied Se estpecrit i § 
love people of your way of life. I have known 
more. thanjjone of: them, who'had not {pent all 
their lives in muttéring wpon books; and, with’ 
cup 
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cup’iw'hand, T-willowillingly do -penance! withy! 
you for thy paft faults ”——«i] shave neither:cups 
nor goblets,” faid the dervite ¥°' bufe nothing’: 
bat a pitcher’. And Iwould'rather excufe the. 
_ pitcher than want the wine” “+ Winelexclaimed’ 

the reclufe ;* wine “from ‘a dervife } >You “make: 
the halt of iniy’ beard:Rand! on-endt Confider’ 
that T have retiréd to this’ place ‘to lead ‘the life: 
of @ penitent: Idrink ‘nothing but pare water 
mixed with 4 little searcher nese — 
a very agréeable'drink.” © GI. 16ftt OY 

The captain fhook his head; but he si 
accommodate himfelf to ‘his’ fituation.” He af- 
fitted his landlord ‘in’ ‘placing thé cheefes “and? 
cakes, piled upon one’ another, on’ a'table made’ 
Of a large ftone.’ “There were ‘provifions fufi” 

Gent for’ eight perfons 5 3 yet ‘thé’ two guefts 
found no fupérfluity. “They were feated on fo- 
phas of the fame materials with the table; ‘having 4 
éach at his fide an énorrhous pitcher - Me wes | 
ter and honey ; ; and the’ repatt began.” 

” After the dervift “had eaten ‘the! firft’ eieeed 
without ével GABAA OH “ete HuRe” * Broder; a 
faid he,’ let us’ dritik he ‘then’ lifted up his 
pitcher, and. drank it off at ene draught: “Here 
is ‘your’ health,” ‘fhid he’ to “Tranichemont, who 
looked at him with aftonifhment.  Doubt- 

lef,” replied the captain, before he drank, “ you 
muft have been empty down to the toes to 
eee’ have 











have been able to drain that pitcher without 
taking time to breathe ;. if you' had, like me, . a 
ftomach: paved with. ftones,: there ‘would run. 
through your body a river, im proper. ftyle =; 
“© Alas, brother !” faid the dervife, .you-feeme, — 
juftly punifhed. It.is for having drank too.much- 

that [am reduced to this. penitential life; at. 
prefent I quench my thirft, but never. commit. 
any excefs. You have aftonifhed me. with cut- 
ting and. fetranching.. my bifcuit; I will farprife 
you, in my turn, with the relation of my hif- 


“«‘ My name,is Pretaboire (+). Had water not 
appeared to me. very infipid when I lived in the 
world, I. would have drained the rivers 5 and it 
would have been wrong to have given me the 
fea, for the favourinefs of the liquor would have 
affifted me_in drinking it dry. One day, (I 
was then in Georgia, at a ‘man’s houfe who had 
generoufly, offered me an. afylum), the vintage_ 
was finifhed,and he had fhutup the product of his. 
Unfortunately my bed was placed too near the 
depofit.. I was fuddenly awakened by. a flavour. 
fo agreeable, that I could not refift the tempta- 
tion of approaching the _veffels. from which it 
was, fables I ventured to tafte this beverage, 

_ and 


Sus Previaboire, a name Benen of an 5 EER to 


370 | ARABIAN’ TALES. 


atid its charm operated ‘fo powerfully upon mé, 


that, during the night, I emptied ten arobes , 
which were the whole produét of the vintage. 
- But they feemed to mie"to be no more than ten’ 
My landlord arrived in the°méan tine, ‘and’ a- 
biféd me for 2 drunkard, and I, hurt by this 
reproach, put him to death © Grieved’ after- 
wards at this fally of paffion, I aflumed the ha- 
bit of a dervife, and refolved'to drink nothing 


but honey and water. In confequence of’ this 


refolution, wandering from ‘one retreat to ano- 
other, feeking always the moft folitary, I have 
_at laft fettled in this abode, where I {pend my 
leifure hours in gathering medicinal herbs, and 
ftudying the ftars.” 

“ My good faint!” replied Tranchemont, efince 
from a drunkard you are become an aftrolo- 
ger, I muft inform you of my quarrel with the 
ftars. E-wifh for fome little difpute with mine; 
and would be very glad that you would put me 
within reath of giving it, and one of its com- 
panions, fome blows with “the’ flat fide of my 
fabré, to correct them hrsod send caprices  refpect- 
inp’ine. ? 

_ My name is Tranchemont ; and I was born 
in the: capital of Circaffia. According to the 
report of an aftr@le fs who was one of my fa- 

se 0 i _ aier's 
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ther’s good friends, on the day.of my birth, two 
ftars, loaded with good and. bad influences, un- 
dertook a journey; the leaft of. the two being 
well provided, travelled. foremoft... Three,wos 
men had been delivered that. very. day, each.of 
a male-child ; they inhabited three of the prin- 
cipal buildings which form the corner of, the 
ftreet that leads to the king’s palace.“ Let us 
haften thither,” faid they *,. and drop, in favour. 
of thefe new-born infants, fome of the booty 
with which we are loaded.” As they travelled 
along, the foremoft {tar grazed upon my mo- 
ther’s, houfe, at the very moment of my birth ; 
and this event ftopped it for an inftant.--“ I 
can go no farther,” faid it; ‘© my burden has 
become oppreffive to me, I muft drop it here;” 
and, it was directly over me. I cannot tell you 
all that dropped from its hands at that mo- 
ment: It has proved a burden which I fome- 
times carry with great impatience, and by which 
others are often difturbed ;. it has xendered me 
the ftrongeft, but the leaft hardy of all men; 
I am doomed to haye nothing, and to live con- 
tinually on plunder; nothing can refift_my 
fabre but the feeblenefs of man alone, fo. that 
_ I never attack him but with my, fifts; and you 

may. well judge that do not want one. Thefe, 

‘my. good dervife, were the favours which were 
Spervared down on my avdle § ; the ftar which 
followed 
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followed mine was obliged to drop the’ influs " ; 


ences which were deftined forme upon a neigh- 
bouring: hotel” «: And what did it. let» fall 

there;: pray ??—““A crown: Thus you fee, and 
without wanity Ivcan fayy owas only a door 
from obtaining a throne; the aftrologer faid to 
imy father, that ‘this happened through fatali- 
ty; for my part, I fuppofe there was a good 
deal of-caprice in its for my brilliant protea- 
refs might ‘eafily have carried her favours one 
dooredower. “By Mahomet !*Do you: know 
that I am enraged” at ‘it, my good faint, and 
that Ihave already: ts gi — 
ere my nativity. ~ At. isco 


«-T have affembled armies 3_ ibecnden 


paren them» well, ‘and ‘fought ftill betters 

were always too many to eat, and nobody to 
Sphtc -One day I entered a city, without per- 
ceiving that-I-was:not followed by my men: I 
cut in pieces everyone that oppofed my paflage, 
and purfued and murdered all that attempted 
to fly. Where=it--was ‘difficult ‘to carry the 
fword, there'l carried the flames, and I pilla- 
ged the whole city: My-armythought me loft; 
with “ay dreadful” panic, “and* took to ‘flight. 
‘What happened then? «As Frhad laid wafte the 
peri had ise ie to none, — 
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king hy the vigour of my « | 
(antes ynin maker rls Soares 
- thing. —“ How !” faid-Pretaboire 5. 
exterminated even the women?”—# By Maho 
met! E-love-the:womem to diftraction 5 
when they faw _ they cried | as” ne bad 
fncetias seatebiadibc nity ll ic soles they 
excited:their -hufbands, and let out their dogs 
upon mes IHave had my fhield and buckléer 
bent im ten» places;: and the calf: of my leg car- 
tied off by a maftiff: I love women, but not — 
when they are angry ; for then, old or young, 
ugly or beautiful, I crufh as many of them to 
piecesas I can: find; I fpare-nothing that re- 
fifts me.” Your bloed is alittle: too hot, 
my.general,” refumed the dervife, “ you ought, 
like me, to drink nothing -but honey and wa- 
ter”’——“ By Mahomet !” exclaimed Tranche- 
mont, your honey and water increafes, in 
ftead. of .quenching my thirft. My malignant 
fiar would .triumph: if it -bekeld- me reducéd te 
that: Let us talk of correcting it,-if it is -pof 
fible. If 1 could afcend on. high,- I would 
we gor pomeeigutions pene, who 
chines, place me within eh of doing myfelf 
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.. There-is. another way of | avenging yourfelf, 
faid Pretaboire;. you may ay your ftar nearly 
the. fame-trick that Lplayed. mine. Had i it not 
determined that, I fhould. be a ‘vagabond and a 
rogue? Had it.not, condemned. me to, drink 
like a, hole in) the fand 2 You fee what I) have 
done, I. have. retired from. the world, I drink 
honey and..water, but fparingly ;, and, in {pite 
of my: ftar,,1.poffefs fome,worth, But, as you 
area foldier,. YOR mutt follow a different plan, 
inal neceflarily. jad int ig with, your, ‘adtions, 
you muft endeayour to be a:general without an 
army, and to take pofleffion of a ,firong. city, - 
which. hath . neither gates, nor, ditches, nor 
walls’; fo asy*that..the. difficulty, you will meet 
with, in furmounting .thefe obftacles, may not 
_ Gnfpire you with fo. much rage as, to.make you 
deftroy everything, 

Stop ‘a. moment,) my dear faint! faid Tran- 
chemort::. Do; you know, that, ,in complying 
with your propofal, I would, be expofed,to the 
danger of -lofing--my life? Are you a fool? Or 
sare you fo. profound that itis impoffible to un- 
‘derftand you:?; What, is. a; general without ;an 
‘army 2?> And: where, are ftrong. places. to. be 
found; having: neither ditches nor walls ? 

» Avgeneral. without/an army !. replied /Preta- 
oie s to«morrow »at-the datelt, Captain. Tran- 
meat. a chemont” 
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chemont Will be fo, who, having neither fol- 
diers nor baggage, will be ablé to'take the field, 
in order to go and attack the dity oF Kataeatiaba 


great ftrength, though deftitute of levery artis 
ficial defence.—And what will the army con- 
fift of, which is to rank under my ftandards? 
—Of eight generals, each of whom; in’ his 
own Way, is able to fhake a kingdom; and to 
give you an idea of them, Iam the feebleft of 
them all. Yet it would have been in my pow- 
er, if I had undertaken the enterprife, to have 
become mafter of Damas. It is a well watered 
city: Well! in cight days there would not 
have been as much water ‘left’ as would have 
quenched the thirft of a hen.—My good der- 
vife, you ate properly named "Pretaboire ; and, 


‘now that I know your: powers, I find you very 


moderate: You have a moft prodigious facul- 
ty; you could eafily ruin Egypt—Oh! “replied 
Pretaboire, in order to that; ‘it’ would: be ‘ne- 


“ceflary to go and drink the Nile ‘at its fource, 


and that is too long a journey.—And tell ‘me, 
replied’ Tranchemont, ‘are your companions 
whom you fpoke of as extraordinary as you. I 
am ‘extremely defirous to become acquainted. 


with them—You fhall fee them to-morrow, 


‘faid the detvife ; ‘they will lay’their proofs be» 


ire you’: ‘They have need of ‘counfel to direc. 


li2 ; their. 
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sheir enterprifes, for they have all more ability 
than underftanding ; ; they want a chief to com- 
thand them with authority, ; and. to give them 
‘in, -example ; 3 and they will find him. in you, 
,_ By ‘Mahomet | exclaimed. the Captain, caft- 
ing. his, « eyes up to heayen, ! am tempted to 
pardon my bitch of a ftar for bringing me hi- 
ther, - fince it has led. me to the command of 
my, equals {~-But, let us {peak a little concern- 
ing your place of war ; Who:has the command 
of it? ‘What. could. one do with him ?—It is 
‘ under the. yoke of .a ftrange tyrant, whofe 
name js Bighaff: You muft banifh him. One 
tyrant fucceeds another, and thus your ftar will 
be proved falfe;, for, except the name, you 
will reign e well ; as another, and perhaps bet- 
ters ecauk @ you ‘know no law but your own 
‘will. Are you of any téligion ?—No indeed ; I 
Was ‘circumeifed however.—-That i is fuflicient.—~- 
My dear Pretaboire! you are an accommoda=. 
ting ‘faint ; it is juft fuch as thefe that I love; 
But I fhould with to accuftom myfelf to your 
honey and water, that I might get drunk, with 
you. In the mean. time, before I go to reft, 
I am anxious to have a more accurate idea of © 
the city of Kallacahabalaba, for I form all my 
plans of attack in bed. “> 
‘Kallacahabalaba, replied ' ‘the dervife, is fitu- 
ated on, a abies detached mountain, cut all round 
with 


me dsras THLE. i 


‘With ’a Pick-ax, to the height xty 
fel a iatitier 25" that ae fal en 
afeend it And ‘how dé the inhabitants com 
down L<'They do’ not ‘tome ‘down ‘at all; od 

fcend i in ‘baikets fixed to chains 6 an 
machines are fo fitted, as to: let ei! tg ‘the 








‘ground: an hundred: bafkets at once, Containing 


fen mén-each, with- their” arms and baggage 5 3. 
this is done | quickly, ‘and without the leatt 
émbarraffment ; “The people of the country, for - 
twenty leagues round, are fo much afraid at this 
fhower of armed men, that they haften with. 
great eagernefs, carrying their tribute to the foot 
of the mountain, and fill all the baikets that 
are there.—By my beard! faid ‘the captain, I 
fhall lofe a little of my renown if I don’t dif- - 
turb this buiinefs. —But, what kind of a ‘fellow 
is that Bigttaff you mentioned : ?Ishe a cham-- 
Pion of a certain ftrength ?: Would he gallant- 
ly accept the propofal of meafuring fwords with 
me 2 His {tature is fomewhat gigantic ; 3, cover=- 
ed with iron from head to “foot, he walks ; ag. 
himbly as if it were with feathers ; befides, he 
never plays but with his club, which is of gild- 
ed brafs, and weighs feventy-five. pounds ; he 
ufes it like a rod of aloes, and I believe he would : 
not engage infingle combat with any but fuch a$ 
could oppofe to him an arm of equal ftrength.- —- 
Ah! replied Ttanchemont, what pleafure thould ¥ 
Ti 3 feel. 
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feel to beappbted to ten: at an arin’s Siftasiett 

I would make my blade enter exaétly'at the bot~ 

tom’ of ‘his nofe, that, before he expired under 

my ftrokes, I might have the:pleafure of feeing 

him gnafh his teeth. - But I am born to con- 

quer or’ die under the ‘protection of my fabre; 

and T leave the ufe of the club to thofe whofe 

profeflion it is to fell cattle——Befides, does 

this fellow never come out alone ? Could ‘one 

not attack him ~witheut giving him’ time to 

take his advantage ?-He never comes out,’ re- 

plied the dervife, except when he knows of a- 

ny one travelling in his dominions. Alas! 
this coft two of our companions their life, Brat 

defer * and Dentd’acier +, who had gone on ah 

adventure of hunting upon his territority. "They 
were invincible by any other;. but, having made 
them be furrounded’ by his people, while Braf- 

defer, with the ftroke of his, fift had knocked 

down a good: miany of them, and Dentd’acier 

had made others ‘feel the aftonifhing ‘frength 

of his jaw, Bigftaff himfelf came up, and“knock- 

ed them ‘both’ down witli ‘his ‘club.-—Sdeath ! 

wi ere them, ¢xclaimed captain Tranche- 

3 your recital makes.my blood boil as if I 

hal jut affaffinated my brother. Let,us go to 
Heep, in \ order to 1 mneaate sh impatience with 
ida 6); tpugation! doa ~hich 


* Fron-arm. Hae: 
idopAgads Giger : tis"thias™ daisy 


? 
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“which, I, burn. to. be acquainted with, all:your 
people 4: for. I know no, other remedye; 5) .5y [ 

»Pretaboire yielded to this invitation,iand they 
both. ftretched themfelves | on. fome leayesy:and 
_fixins of beafts, which, were-at the bottom of, the 
cell, They awaked with the fii, rays of the 
morning, and had iffued..from. their..cave. te 
take a walk, when. the dervife perceived ‘at.a 
diftance three people coming, towards them : 
Thefe.are our people, faid he.—-What are their 
names ?—-Iheir names, are defcriptive of, their 
talents;, the name.of the firft is Quickfight *; 
he could perceive a needle on the ground at the 
diftance, of. forty leagues; he is. our py... The 
name of the fecond is, Aimwell}; he could 
fix an arrow in, the heart of an apple at, the 
fame diftance.. And Cut-the-aird,. the . loft, 
could go and pick it up. in five minutes. . But 
they fhall perform in. your. prefence, and. you 
fhall judge of. the advantage which, may be de- 
rived from them, Mean while. si three per- 
formers arrived. , 

<< Rejoice, comrades ! » hid reas os 
them. “ fortune hath reftored.us, ,in.this gallant 
. pennine .. knight, 
+ Quickfght,. in be reget sarecene and i in the. Arabic, 
“Guillarich. 


 ¥ Atmwell, in Pick: cna sey in the Arabic, 
Nadhertavil, 


 Cut-the-air, in French Fendl’air ; and ‘in the Arabic, 
‘Karaamek. 


knight, much more than. fhe took from. us it 


Brafdefer.and! Déntd’aciers: ‘This is the formis 


dable, Captain ‘Tranchemont,: by «whofe arm,. 
fabre, and head, we hall be-enabled to revenge 
ourfelves on our cruel enemiy;: vand:to tive in joy 
and peace. on the earth. ‘But you know that: 
we muft dine to-day; are you come without. 
provifions 7 No,” replied» AimWwell, * we: 
will do:. tolerably . well: if you have>i¢akes. 
Strong-back*) was coming with us,. carrying: 
on his fhoulders.a calf fix months ‘old, and two» 
tuns of wine under his: arms,; when the fancy: 


ftruck him of entering a-gardento gather a fallad3; 


he walks at’a’ good:pacey and will foon -be hete: 
if he meets with no.accident.” When he had faid: 
this, Strong-back arrived with) a fallad: hanging. 


at his neck... They were three enormous cabs, 


hages, which, being tied together bya cordy, 
adorned his body on all fides.  Notwithftanding | 
his burden, his gait feemed as ninibleas if he had. 
been carrying only a bag of nuts. He laid his« 
burden on: the ground, and was prefented'by 


Pretaboire to:Tranchemonts. There, my ge-- 


neral,”: faid ‘he,::tapping ‘Strong-back on the 
fhoulder, ** isour chariot.of war.. Sack towns, | 
conquer. armies, plunder; the back which you. 
fee will saan hein maids. it Pian not 
: PERT 3c 2S & hed bend | 


WES 


_§ Stronach in. French; Bondos-; and ia she Arabic, 
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bend beeaped the weight‘ of. thpoereafittes of So~ 
lomon:” =“ Hitherto,” faid ’Tranchemont, 
“ thofe who fhould have carried away my plun~ 
der: would not have ‘bent°longuhder their 
weight... Whenever L-have any booty; fitdown 
in a corner, and eat till nothing remains, To 
fee me devour whatever I havegotten, one would 
think I was. perpetually purfued by robbers or 
incendiaries; it is my bitch of a ftar that forces 
mg to eat almoft continually, in order to render 
meincapable of fhowing favour to anything; but, 
thanks to you, my dear aftrologer, I muft hope 
that we are in the right.——Hold,-—I fee there 
a little calf, which weighs good an hundred and | 
eighty. pounds; and a little of my old ha- 
bit leads me to with that we fhould eat it juft 
now.”=€ It was) made for ‘this purpofe,” re- 
plied Pretaboire: “* Hola! ho!” faid he, ‘cal- 
ling his people.  “ Strong-back, ikin that calf, 
and make a fpit: Quickfight ! Karam 
where is the cook?” » 

Quickfight looked round the country, and 
perceiving with the naked eye, what no mortal 
could have diftinguifhed with the beft telefcope, 
“Ah!” faid he, “ I perceive him; he is not 
far from this, but he is: amufing himfelf with 
roafting quails; as they fly over his head; he 
picks their feathers in the air, and eats them. 
* Do you fee,” faid Pretaboire, s how this 

Bees, : rafcal 
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rafcal is ee on'a review-day ? He roafts — 


quails in the air, that, completely drefled, they 
may drop in fhowers into his mouth !—And, 
where is | that lazy knave “Toujourfdort*, 
to. beat, the drum, and oblige . every one 
to. come at the fignal ?”--- I perceive him 
alfo,” faid Quickfight ; ** he is afleep under 
~ the fhade of a broom; the earth feems to fhake 


with his fnoring, and I cannot conceive how — 


you-do not hear him from this place.’ a6 You 
fee, friends,” faid Pretaboire, “ that we have 
great need of difcipline : And how extremely 
fortunate we are in having accordingly found a 
chief ?—Come, Cut-the-air, thew us the place 
where the quail-eater and the fnorer are ; and 
let them come with all hafte.” 

« You fhall fee,” addedPretaboire, twhatkind 
of men thefe two are. The cook Soufflefeu+ {hall 
give you a {pecimen of what he cando. He could 
melt a mine of metals in the bowels of the 
earth. As for Toujourfdort, his talents are 
pretty moderate 3 but he has one which is ex- 
tremely ufeful to us. "When we ‘Jet him out to. 
the combat, he fpreads terror all around. By 
ftriking his belly, he makes it émit a found like 
that of forty drums. He fets up fuch dreadful 
howlings as could make walls tumble down. 

‘ Bhajaurfiort Stead 

4 Souffefeu, Blow-fire, 
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- While he was explaining all this to Tre 
mont, Toujourfdort and Soufilefeu ari arrived 
« Drummer,” faid the dervife to ‘the At ts 
and beat the fignal. Soufitefeu, go ‘you and 
roaft the calf which Strong-back i is putting on 
the fpit.” Then turning towards Tranchemont: 
«© My general,” faid he to him, “ it is your 
part now to fhow thefe people - what you can 
do: There is the calf on the {pits and the cab. 
bages cut into fhreds; but we have neither any 
thing to collect the juice of the roaft, nor a 
plate in which to drefs the fallad’; but, cut of 
dexteroufly a whole flice of the bifcuit which 
is before my door, and thereby procure the ne- 
ceflary vefiels for holding our fauce and our 
herbs.” 

The captain eargerly feized this opportunity 
of difplaying his dexterity. He drew his fabre, 





and, with the firft ftroke, cut off a flice half 


an.inch thick, the whole length of the ftone- 
He then formed in it a place to, receive the 
juice of the roaft; and the flice which he had 
cut off ferved as a plate for the cabbages.. The 


: {peétators, who were no lefs apt to be ftruck 


with admiration, than capable of exciting it, 
paid the juft tribute to the eafe and accuracy of 


the work. 
_ de the mean time, Tranthembht? § in his turn, 


felt a” great curiofity to fec a calf roafted ina 


place 
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; 
place where he faw no fire, nor coaly nor. 
wood to make one. Strong-back ated as turns : 
fpit; and the fpit itfelf refted on two large 
ftones, placed in the middle ofa very green 
plot of grafs. «Come, Soufflefen,” faid Pree 
taboire, “ do your duty: You are fenfible that 
there is no occafion to burn the roaft, we need 
only a gentle and penetrating fire; manage the 
matter properly. . Soufftefeu was a man of 
deeds, and not of words; and -proporti 
his hot breath fo nicely, that he feemed not fo 
much to roaft, as to gild the immenfe roaft 
which was turned round before him; fo that . 
the juice run down upon the cabbages, which. 
he fet-a boiling by fome puffs of fire that he 
fent to them. ‘The Captzin appeared highly . 
delighted with the talents-of this cook, and. 

_ fhewed himfelf eager to give farther proofs of 
his own. He obferved, that it was impoffible 
to have a table in the cell of the dervife, on 

account of a rock of granite, fix feet high, and 
of equal thicknefs, which occupied the whole 

‘entre, Stand back. a little,” faid he to the 
people who were around him, “ I am going to 
firike off, from this little ftone, fome chips 
which might ftart into your eyes; we muft 
have a place to prepare our table.” At the 
fame time, he ftruck the rock with his fabre, 
with fo much exaéinefs, that every piece which 

‘ he 











ea sestiliat 
marble that needed only to be polifhed. « What _ 
_—terbhe am L-nen salloell : 
_ claimed-the witnefies:.of this exploit=--¢-Bro- 
_ thets,?. faid -Pretaboire:.to,‘them, -*¢it ‘is this 
which: cme fhew. us the Sway: t9 « oglory.and ‘to - 
"hg sip 97 meneon Gm oh pti 
“They: ne aguteks the rubbith feom the 
place, which-.was nowfréed from: this: huge 
fione,-asugly ‘as; it; was-incommodious. ‘The 
- moft,beautiful of the pieces being artfully join- 
ed together, formed benches: around. table, 
whichy with:fivesor fix» ftrokes of -his fabte; 
the-Captaim:had rendered. perfectly fquare,, and 
had» holiowed:.out -below .to.:makes»toom for 
their degsen4¢. Never did-any Companion‘of sout 
labours,” faid Pretaboire, “ perform fo neatly 
that-work in which he excelled! Doujourfdort 
elapped. his. belly in token of admiration’; and 
his gentie rubbings made the cave-re-echor with 
aedreadful found. .. Meanwhile»the ‘cover-was 
laid 5 Soufllefeu brought: the *roafte: “Wined 
wine!” .cried\Ptetaboire, sbringing swith hit 
bag-of fifty, pounds weight of .cakes: Strong 
back. went: to, bring the tuns$ebut Tranche- 
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of honey aiid water; ‘But I referve:a pote of | 
Winle 6 wall my toutli.” 2% ollewt sf 2ntt ear | 
2p hey fat dowiv tortable; iitctenny one of : 
theny did otéat’jultice’to the feaft...!"There was’ 
but little converfationy however, fromtime to 
time; one “of the. gtiefts related am-exploit of 
his own peculiar kind. It was always: of the’ 
marvellous fort.’ “Towards the middle. of the 
repaft, ‘Pretaboire, having’ fomewhat~ blunted 
the edge of his appetite, catt'a look around 
‘him, Brethren,” {aid he, © our mushber is 
‘not counpletes Grippenuage* and Groffitout are 
wanting ; however, they had the fignal, for 
“Toujourfdort beat the'drum fo as:to: make. it 
‘be heard ‘at a diftance: | As the dervife was 
“making this reflection, the two characters made 
their appearance’ at the entrance of the.-cave. 
—* You deférve,” faid’ he, “not to have fo 
yeah | as a craft to eat. refpect people of a-’ 
‘Dilities only when they are regular ‘ini their 
duty” and to-morrow,” if you fail in the: fervice, 
“you fhall anfwer for’ it'to a’ more able! general 
_,than 1 anni? ‘Tn the meantime, fit down:and. 
drink. " ” After ‘dinner, you thal’ be‘ informed 
of moft wonderful things. You are: in thie 
_ prefence. of a very great matter) the: illuftrions 
“Captain Tranchtiiont. ” “We have made choite 
‘of him for our general, and'wé are to? pafs‘in 
: review before hina ‘ —— "am exhibiting 
SMO : proofs 


* Grippenuage, Catch-cloud. 
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proofs of my abilities;.es you, <3? Say- 
ing this, he fwallowed’ his pitcher, fu of wi 
at one draught. ee ee ee 
goine “in, having nothing, :to,;reply, modsity 
bowed down, and. dinner wasended. 359i) god 
io «Comey: brothers,” ‘faid Pretaboire,, when 
the repaft was fnifhed, we muft,pafsin xe- 
view, and begin, by, making fare, of  fome 
dithes for-our fupper- , Quickfight ! Aimwell! 
eiedieladil nttimd losis 2d lo solo. om 
» Quickfight, I-want an hundred pounds. af 
wenifon, in four pieces. Obferye the banks of 
@iftant rivers; feck us fome, young deer, goats, 
and an.antelope ; they muft all be, tender, and 
aafily digefted.” ‘The performer put himfelf in 
tbe: proper paiition ; at firit his looks feemed 
4omove along the ground, near, at hand, and 
shen, inperceptibly,, his view was, extended to 
@ great diftance, and skimmed over the world. 
Ab!” exclaimed he,“ I have found what 
yowwant behind that little bill,. at the diftance 
‘pf ten leagues?” “ Aimwell,”,faid the dervife, 
_ {at prepare your bow." - Aimwell; fixed a ftake 
‘before Quickfight, bent his bow,,and fet himfelf 
in a proper —polition, for thooting,, his, arrow. 
46 Mtithe diftance of ten leagues ?” faid he to 
-Quicklight,-— ‘and’ thirty, paces,”.. ‘The arrow 
flows Quidefight followed it with hiseyes, “The 
Fiao1G Kka_ Come, 
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et 6 Cone, Cuttheair, put your th tir thoes in'a pro 


“per fate, aiid pick up’ the “gattie”” "The'order 
“was” inftantly” exectited!” "Profaboire” repeated 


“the ‘cbitiinaindl thie tiniés f"4hd fi'half an ‘hour 
“the four pistes “of Veliifon ‘were procured, ahd a 


‘brOtight "to" Strong¢back, “who! eingied them, 
_ “andpuit themr'on the fpig! 9 ee ee isk os 


’ t 


°’Pretaboire “havinig examined” the fack “oF — 


‘Bead? Howl?” faid hes « have we only 
‘thifty poutids weight ? Quickfight; look out fir 
fome freth Breall” LePiere isa oven full of 
‘eat Malte, which “is Rit quite hoe? replied 
he, «arid the ‘bake? ‘Ras juft ttirned "his back 
‘to dean his ovenLt'There js a Rae opportune 
ty to purchafe hig bicad for ‘nothifig Go, Catt 
the-air,’ take the Bag) uhid “Ake the! bargain.” 
‘The ordér was inftantly obeyed s and’the bread 
Wad Th the Cell 'béfore “the baker” perceived it, 
®°You fee, General,” faid’ the’ dervifejo that 
the “butlery is pretty well farnifhed, Al df 
Strong-back had wings, we might have wine; 
but we ciniult not ‘always ‘Beodying with ‘ehirhs 
Conte; Grippentagé P "lay "Hold Of ‘that ' cloud 
Which is pafftiig, ‘and force it “to thed its cond 
tents’on'this place ; if there dre ‘any hailftones, 


fo much'the ‘better; for T love execedifidly to 


drinkide; “The Mowd wad pretty high eoGripe 
penuage took lauchieof file from “his pocket, 


anid-anade it “Ay mp ‘to-eeBowae! Phere 
tea A 


galt . ; was 
£ 


| 
4 
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"yeas wonnd downs and the end.of it being fo 
low ,as,;to be. within reach; of the, hand, ,the | 
man, then. fixed. himfelf ,to. it, and..the, vapour 
feemed. to attract him. with an attonithing. 3a 
_— dity. |< Comrades,”. faid. Pretaboire, “ Jet, us 
_expofe our pitchers,to the water which is.about 
to fall; and, as we haye, no change of mantles, 
Jet us place ourfelyes.in the cave..." The whole 
troop obeyeds the cloud, defcended.; Grippe- 
nnage, fqueezed its: fides 5 and, by the, help, of 
his thread,, came down; with the thower,, .... 
:. Tranchemont beheld with aftonifhment. the 
performance..of thefe miracles. ..¢ You muft 
agree, General,” faid Pretaboire,, “ that, under 
your command,, one, might promife;.the moft 
fplendid. funsels with thefe, brave fellews.”—<¢:I 
never -faw,”,. faid, Tranchemont,,..‘ .an,, aflem> 
blage of rar ei fo rare,..and, fo; well, fuited.to 
one another; we are fit to. undertake,.every 
thingy. I have; already revolved a, great, many 
plans,in,my mind.—§top ;.do not fpeak. tome 
at prefent,, you, would diftragt my thoughts. 
have. forgot \fomething \very. eflential 5 fince we 
have only water ,to,.quench our; ,thirft;,: we 
fhould, at. leaft..have. fome flagons; of liquor, 
We have ftill three hours .of ;day ; Jet.as, want 
nothing : Then.thé deryife,called:‘his peoples: 
ats of. »Quickfight,” faid he, and you: Curcthér 
air; get us fome, flagons.of liquor. » You.know 
Kk 3 that 


~~ 
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thatothey-are generally ‘placed»in ithe terraffes, 
that:the ‘fan! may dart) his meridian beams! upon 
themb!isGo Dard omake oan: attack» upon them? 
What cannot be donéin one voyage, may befi= 
hifhed an:two.”Thé order was execated s'and, 
inca ° quarter*of an “hour “the fide-board>-was 
furnithed swith’ four: large flagons “of -liquor. 
ss This. Cutthesair is extremely expert, ‘cun- 
ning, and ‘expeditious;” ‘faid »Pretaboire 3 it 
ig)a' great "pity he has ‘not a ftronger ‘back, sone 
mightdérive inconceivable advantage from him.” 
By “Mahomet, faid «'Tranchemont,: without 
this little medicines I fhould ‘have ‘had a°fine 
noife in ‘my belly all night. © But,;my good der- 
vife ! Could not we havefome ‘figs ?=-Igive 
‘you'the whole éarth to <hoofe them from.—I 
take you!at your words: teplied the Captain.—I 
awant’! the “(fineft) figsothat growin “Africa. 
Come Cat-the-air ! You hear what the general 
wifhess for: » Pata‘ bafket on your arm 7 Pick 
them>with great ‘care, andreturn in half an hour 
at the! fartheft;” for'you ‘may be! —_— Cut 

--thesajr-difappeared) 22? stom note: 
a) Fheovenifon “was*on the — Sefotib bck 
owas “turhing’‘ity’ Sdufflefeu «was employed” in 
hroafting’ it, and’Tou\ourfdort had gone to fhore ~ 
cat fome! hundred? fteps:diftanee inorder’ not to 
@ncommode any perfon 5° ftill; ‘however, he was 
Sheardpgo¢ Yow havea fnorer there;” faid Tran- 
“chemodnt, * who is fomewhat difagreeable.”—~ 
ip He «4 
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He mutt be allowed. reft, replied: Pretaboire sit 


isin his excellent: habit of body that his’merit 


confifts ;it keeps his belly ftretched 5, befides he 
makes;us merry; -he imitates thectimbrel,i by 


beating onyhis cheeks, ',and, that’ amufes tus 2it e Bir. 
is neceflary to puti.all.their talents-tofome pur= 


pofe.+-You: are. in the,right.:) but tell.me who 
is that: man whom, I-fee fitting with his\arms 
acrofs?::o3 know (snot “yetoiwhat :he can dove 
That is he who-has the change of our lodgings: 
‘When we'take the ‘field, with very {mall means, 
he imakes: a) great.affair of every thing, . His 
name |is; Groflitout., His bufinefs is very fati- 
guing’s but»you! willbe. a: better east of it 
when-you fee him: at work t 
i_The day.was, {pent in fuch dude as 
Ithis 5 but Cut-the-air had not returned, }o Preta~ 
-baire was uneafy.. “ Hola, Quickfight |”: faid 
he,  feek im. the-orchards of Africa, and en- 
idedvour to-difcover -Cut-the-air, | who has either 
Joft or forgotten himfelf.”.. Quickfight,,exami- 
ned attentively. . Ah !..thewretchy?) faid: he, 
«‘ he has eaten more figs than:-he, has gather- 
.ed4 he.is very. near Damas, and is afleep at the 
fide. of his bafket. The Arabians, who; ramble 
jn-the neighbourhood, , will fleal. it 5 they) wil] 
stake; his fhoes from: him, and we, fhall-fee him 
smo mores,» ‘There’ is}a, large bird. perched-onia 
branch of ‘the, tree under which he repofes:5:af 
Joe SHORIIIUEUD eslwromal 2 lve  Aimwell 


w 


* 





392 | ARABIAN. TALES 


Aimwell would kill the bird, its. fall, might awae 
ken fratcshensits a what diftance is the bird 
youmean ? faid Aimwell. -—-Exaétly feventy-five 
leagues, Aimwell then, fuck: up his ftake, and 
fitted ‘Ba, arrow, . which i + flew off. 
 Quickfight examined the firoke. « The bird is, 
fallen,” faid he ; “ the fleeper i is awakened, and, 
is now on his way,” The figs were, in) the cave 
in,a moment after. “ Let us not “chide our. 
purveyor,” faid ‘Tranchemont to. Pretaboire,’ 
this. accident. has fhown us the ufefulnefs of. 
Quickfight and Aimwell.-—But I fuppofe the 
fupper is ready ; let us put the table in o 

--- ‘That muft not, be, if you pleafe” seplicd. 
Pretaboire, _ © till after our camp fhall have been. 
prepared, and I thall. have caufed beat the ree. 
treat. according to the, cuftom of warriors,” ) At, 
the fame time he called Groflitout, who obeyed 
the order... 

Have you taken your. meafures, and. pe 
your ground? We fleep to-night inthe tent 5 
you muft lay us at our eafé in it,~The ground 
is before you,. replied Groffitout ; your lodging 
is in. my breaft; and my.lungs muft extend it.— 
By Mabomet ! ! exclaimed the. general, that is.a 
ftrange riddle, —* Tt is not a riddle. ;” faid the, 
deryife, at; leaft, what, you are,going..to fee 
will explain, , it to, you,, Let ms, approach.,the., 
beesiogal the operator inane to perform... 
Groffi- 





e 


ee ee 
erst ke a frat evra 
hung ¢ to a “girdle W vic which “his brea . 
Te appeared to Phat By get | 
PAA gs? at the end of whieh’ fone fall j pi its of 25 
feel feemed to be fixed, He “6petiéd it,” anid 
blowed into it ; and fuddenty’ it was of the fis 
of a melon : He continued to blow till*he could 
put his hdd into it ; 5) “he introduced’ his head 5 
and Was feet’ blowing” with greater force in the 
cap he had formed ‘for hinifelf. Every inftant’ 
its fize inereaéd ; and, as it defcended to the 
nial ground, the body of the blower was entire= 
‘fhat up in it. “His companions then took ‘up 
‘Tittle ftrings of the purfe, which were now, 
shee cord, and drew the four fides ; the top 
_ OF the ball had taken the fhape ofa tent, which’ 
was fupported ‘by’ four pikes, which hi always 
carrried with ‘him ‘in ‘their march.” Groflitout 
continued his labour, and the tent incréafed fo 
as commodioufly to. lodge twenty people ; “and 
the pins of {teel, now become pikes of iron, dri-° 
ven'i in’ the ground, made the ee mott com~: 
pletely firin. ok MEO EHO TCT 9 
=e 'Holy: prophet 1 "es hati ihc 
iifraptiires; « Fhave jaft now féen the’ king, thie! 
vey ae of mufhroditis$ it is a perfec ‘mira-* 
cle Pe ithout flattery, “general,” faid? Pres 
taboire, “/t6thofe who have fen “yoit ‘aétions” 
every thinglis erédible, anid’ esa is exch 
ois) ed; i 
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ed’: but Grofiitout had exerted‘his power very 
fparingly 5 he is capable of blowing up a tent 
fufficient to lodge all the pilgrims to\ Mecca, with 
their éfeort.” At‘that inftant the loud found of 
@dfuin was heard’ at a diftance 3\and, without 
the perfe& unity’in the'ftrokes, one would have 
fuppofed there ‘was fifty. « What fouud is that 
Phear 2” faid "Tranchemont.”—-It. is nothing,” 
faid the dervife; ‘it is only Toujourfdort ftrok- 
ing his belly to beat a retreat ; hevis a brave fel- 
dow for founding. acharge.” roe, good dervife, 
the.companions of your penitence are very extra- 
ordinary people.—-Theyare forced like me to live 
in retirement, on account of the bad charaéter 
they have with the public; but, with your. affif. 
tance, we fhall be able to get out.of it; and we 
can. adie from his neft this ‘vulture. Bigftaff, 
who lets loofe upon us bafkets full of his fowls 
fovered over with fteel, which keep our eg 
= continual alarm. - 
~ Ah! though this’ fellow hada citadel fur. 
_ rounded with’ triple ditch’ full of water, by 
mixing’ a little honey in it, you°would foon 
drink it up: F-would attack the wall with my 
Fabre, and, by Mahomet ! you know whether I 
‘ean cut any flices’ I would intrench myfelf un- 
der ' the: fortrefs, before they could think of 
throwing” ftones at me. °° T would caufe Strong- 


Back throw the rabbit’ into ’the ditch, and I- 


‘would appear unexpectedly in the place. You 
fhould 


. " i 
<cagpitin ety sitet cement 
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Should then fee how I would fall upor the coat 
of mail by which valk thefe, rafcals are ’ 
ay is a’ plan. truly, worthy..of yourfelf, -gex 
neral, replied Pretaboire,. but /the«tyrant is fe~ 
cure from fuch, an attempt--L, fwear by, your 
book; venerable. dervife,’. that 1 _fhall ..devife 
fome plan from, which he cannot fecure, himfelf 
+—but let us go to’ fupper-+It is the beft refolu- 
tion we. can. at prefent, take, faid.the dervife, 
for the roaft would have been cold if Soufflefeu 
had not kept it) warm. ' 

‘The little army were all feated. round. a. well 
furnifhed table, lighted. by a lamp. with. three 
branches, and converfing about their future plans. 
# Comrades {” faid Tranchemtont, “ you may 
depend upon. my. utmoft exertions to merit. your 
approbation; but, as you have.made me your 
commander, [ warn you that our march fhall 
be regular and very, expeditious—I have. only 
drunk one draught of water, and it has made’ 
meé fick+—To:morrow; by funrife, I will go 
through the review, Iwill give my orders; and, 
the'camp being ftruck during the review, I will 
immediately, begin the march.+-Let us drink 
one draught of liquor and goto. bed, thinking 
on’ the victory which awaits us.—+Were my ftor 
mach hollow like a well, I will fleep upon thefe 
flints,-as.if. I were. ftretched on.a bed. of rofes. 
i—-Let.us finifa what remains, as, we, are to.fet 





“ Quickefight, do.you fee any thing by night?” 
* As well as by day, general.”—-*'That’s good 5. 
youwill be on the watch around the camp, 2 nc  to- 






; ‘ieee 
draw near 5 lay: ahd son that. cloud which you 
fee over our heads, by means-of your clew, and 
force it to. refreth the air by. thedding a flight 
dew--Tojourfdort will go to: {nore around: the 
camp within.reach. of Quick-fight, ‘that he, 
may be able to give the alarm if any. thing ex- 
traordinary. fhould happen.--Come, friends, let 

each of us take one of thefe fkins to ferve him 
28a pillow ; warriors never renounce the con= 
veniencies of life when they can be obtained.” 

© QO great, valiant, and: wife captain ?? faid 
Pretaboires: obeying the order, and marching 
before the. troop. When: they had filed off, 
Tranchemont entered laft into the tent, and lay 
down. in the middle... The next, each at a re~ 
{peétful diftance from the general, took -the 
aoe ag GEA BNP sss 
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who, yawning, ftrucle his 
of the blow -re-echoed 
foots and awaked his people... *©Come; my coms | 


when the van has begun the engagement, your 
dire&tions come too late. In this cafe, however; 
as the ranks are not very thick, there is nothing 
to-prevent your: coming to me im the time of 
need. Isyour book in good condition? Is. there 
no: leaf wanting ?-By Mahomet! I have not 
the Whole of them ; but it is all one; I can ea- 
fly fupply the defect. 

Vout - pL Com: 
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‘Comrade Quickfight, your eyes are fomewhat _ 
red; bathe them in frefh water. You fhould ° 
guard. againft defluxions.---Are the bow aud ar- 
rows of..Aimwell, in. proper cafe ?—-There is 
nothing wanting, general,—-I am eager to be able 
to prove your dexterity, that I may fend you a 
meflage,.direétly in the view of the enemy.— 
Show us your clue, Grippenuage. “Mt, is pretty 
round, and the filk well fpun! It is much finer 
than.a cobweb, . But, my dear companion ! if 


_-you would liften to the advice of an old foldier 


like me, you fhould foon know, that a talent, 
fo precious as your’s, ought not to be confined 


to. refrefhing the air, and wafhing difhes.— 


Soufflefeu ! I cannot fee the fire you have in 
your ftomach, but I fuppofe. it is the depofitory 


of fulphur and pitch, fufficient for the cam- 


paign. As we are about to fall upon the kit- 
chen of another, we fhall have no need of 
your’s for our food; but 1 fhall give it you in | 
charge to roaft every head which might give us 
any trouble.—-Cut-the-air ! Your fhoes.feem to 


be in, good,cafe 5 but diftruft your tafte for figs ; 
_ you:ran-a great rif of lofing your ftockings and 


thoess and, in returning from fuch a diftance, 


you might have caught a very bad. cold.—-Grof- 


+ 


§ 
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fitout! you have put up ‘the tent; but, let ais 


examine if, the pegs are at it, if the cords are 
Voge Bie on 
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; good, and if the itu has not given’*way-No, 
every thing is right. Tellme, Were youto blow int 
to amelon, could youmake itaslatge as a gourd? © 
No, general.---It has been faid with truth, that no 
talent is}iiverfal {Come forward »Stronig back! 
you muit get ftraps of leather to’ manage your 
burden. There is a back on which, were it tevel, 
one might build a pyramid !“——Do you pair your 
nails ? “That is an error. “You know well, that, 
to lay hold of any thing, the hand can never be 
fufficiently extended.—Here Toujourfdort! your 
drum is well ftretched; but you muft not moi- 
ften it too much within with hot liquor, that 
might dry its “fkin. -——By the way, let me hear 
fome moderate founds of your trumpet. 'Tou- 
jourfdort obeyed, by emitting fome half-notes’ in 
a grave tone; but they were fufficient to’ caft 
difmay and terror ovér the whole troop. Cnt» 
the-air would have fled to the diftance of an 
hundred leagues, if his legs had not failed him; 
Strong-back felt his knees bend under him; 
Quickfight became perfettly blind ; ~AimwelL 
dropped his bow ‘and arrows Lan hria difnsige 
looked for a cloud to take refuge in; Groffitout 
loft his breathing ; and Soufflefeu: felt himfelf 
chilled. © By Mahomet !” faid ‘franchemont, 
taking Pretaboire by the hand, who had’ the 
~— there’s a fine pipe? I am not a faint- 
Lia hearted 


a 
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hearted chicken, and’yet Tam Wetting like a 
leaf. “Comrade Toujourfdort ! you are poffef- 


fed Of a very fuperior talent, but, if you pleafe, 
owe ‘will! ‘only employ ‘it’ on defperate-occafions. 


Take’ your place again ;“and you, my friends, 


who have acknowledged ‘me as your “general, 
liften, while I explain the plan of the battles in 
‘which ‘we are about to engage. 

** Our great object is to get pofleffion of Kalla- 
tahabalaba, and to ‘deftroy Bigftaff. He has 
tod much’ ‘pradénce to expofe himfelf; he will 
oppofe us with’ his mob, which we will over- 
come}; but this will by no means be decifive. 
‘He mutt be forced by famine to capitulate ; let 
us lay wafte the country which: furnifhes him 
with food ; and let us reduce him to the ne- 
eeflity of eating the rock for fubfiftence! You 
thave all the elements undér your power; you 
can burn, deluge, carry off, ‘maflacre, and de- 
ftroy; ‘and therefore you can convert this coun- 
‘try into a-defart in a very fhort time. A mo- 
derate war might have the ‘moft ruinous’ con- 
fequencess Whereas, if we infpire terror; three 
fourths ‘of ‘the people’ will endeavour | to make 
their efcape by flight. All that we have to do, 
is’ to; find out in what hs we are to begin 
“tovplunder.” 

“1 Quickfight ? faid the’ went to’ this ad- 
teu fpy, * look towards the four ‘cardinal 


points. 


- 


| points, We want fome eafy bufinefiy. which is 


almoft at our hand, What do,you.obferve in 
the welt?” —« At the. diftance., of . twenty 
leagues,, general, perceive.a_ caravan, travels 
ling towards us.” Although,” {aid ‘Tranche- 
mont, “ we could reach them. by. funfet,, yet. 
we would arrive both. fatigued and hungry 5 
and, by plundering it, we fhould do no injury 
to Bigftaff; that’s not what. we want: Look 
toward the, eaft. .. “ I obferve there, general, 2 
fertile. meadow, on which there are a great | 
many cattle, and fome {fhepherds.” That 
object may deferve our attention afterwards ; 
but there is no food ready there; and, as we 
fet out fafting, we have need to find fomething 
perfecily prepared for our dinner.”—“ Ah is 
faid Quickfight, ‘-there’s fomething toward 
the fouth, ready drefled! I fee preparations 
making for a confiderable marriage.” That 
will do our bufinefs indeed: .At how many 
leagues diftance ?”-— At ten.” —Is it ina» 
town /”-—. Yes, and .a pretty: populous. one? 
-—‘¢ So, much the better; we thall, have an Of . 
portunity of doing the more mifchief and noife. 


‘Dhefe people. fhall net prevent. as. from per” 


forming, our work... Let. ws here: fix our plan.” 

Soufflefeu will enter the city with me,.and | 
fet fire to, that..part.of it -which/is: over again - 
the place, .. where the, nuptials thall. be .cele~ 
Ein hg ee 8 brateds 
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brated. © Iwill enter the ‘houfe-where the feaft 
Ys to be heldy ‘and feize the-bride 3: and, fhould 
the bridegroom, ‘the ‘father, or the. relations, be 
troublefonie, I will diftribute among them a few 
pldwWs5 andj fhould' that ‘not quiet them, Tou- 
jourfdort fhall {peaks foft word in their ear from 
ine; and’Fam of*opinion they will not make 
- ‘him “repeat “it: Soufflefeu fhall ;burn: every 
thing except the houfe, where we will:dine:in 
perfec tranquilityAs the: inhabitants might 
attack ‘tis inva ‘body,’and throw {tones at-usy I 
order Grippetiuage to /feat himfelf on the firft 
cloud he fall meet,’to run after a good many _ 
more, and, having joined them together; 'to,fol- 
low us with the colleéed ‘mafS 5 he fhall, then 
pour dowii a thoufand ‘cart-loads' of hail on the 
. “heads of the’ mialecontents;‘and wefhall: take 
(earé'to ‘referve for him ‘his fall fhare of the 
“diriner. «By ° Mahomet!” -faid Pretaboire, 
‘© there never was an enterprife- formed with fo 
“many wife precautions.” Are youpleafed then, 
“dervife ?” {id Tranchemont's' “indeed I think 
“every body iuit he’ fo.“ Come’along ; let’ us 
“march forward. ‘Toujourfdort, beat agreeably, as 
“we are going: toa marfiage.” “The drummer 
b pet and the troop advanced in good order. 
- When they were within two leagues of the 
“eitys ‘TrancHemont otdered Cut-the-air to exa- 
maine ‘what Was going on at the feaft, and’to-ob- 
ferve 
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ferve if:dinner was-not ferved.up too;foon.,.. it 
three minutes the meflenger returned. ‘They 
are idolaters,” faid hey.‘ and) are facrificing, bee 
fore. an idol of wood, a beautiful heifer, with, gil- 
ded. ‘horns,: which. will, be:roafted, in,an hour,at 
the fartheft.”: “By Mahomet! :faid ‘Tranche- 
mont ‘to Pretaboire,, “ought not syou, to. be 
greatly delighted. ? ., We are going to. labour ;a- 
gainft-idolatry, and. you fhall;haye the charge of 
overturning «the * idol. . Conjure. it with your 
‘book; L-recommend it to yon—A marriage 
‘performed before: an idol, and without.a cadi! 
It-is mull and void. I will. marry this young 
-pérfon after the Mahometan spanner in order to 
bring her back to the right way,” 

During this converfation, the march. was not 
interrupted. | They {till proceeded. on_ their 
roads and at length arrived in the town, direétly 

before the houfe where the two families were af- 

fembled..Tranchemont entered. it as if it had 

been his own.“ What,” {aid he, “does any, one 

marry ‘here without,,my, knowledge?. and do 
they fit down. to table without me 2” Let any 
one. figure to himfelf the aftonifhment. of. the 

-honeft | townfinen ; they, looked at.one another 
without {peaking a word, and trembled as they 

,examined the armed man, who fpoke to them in 
this .manner._.,“, We. are undone | | they, eX- 

cae 66 it. ois Bightaff, it As the tyrant him- 

felf> 


felf,”-- You Ne: rafcals! There; is no tyrant herey 
For. whom do you take me ?. Know that I am. 
the bufband. of this fair young woman, and that. 
fhe fhall have no other.” Saying this, he took 

hold of her by the arm; the hufband and the 
relations advanced to free her from his hands $ 
but, with a fingle blow, and two back ftrokess 
he ftretched them on the ground. Every one 
laid hold of a ftick, of a knife, of fome piece of 
furniture, or of whatever offered itfelf to his 
hand, in order,to fall upon the ravifher; but, 
all at once, Toujourfdort began to fneeze. This 
was a talent of which Tranchemont was ftill ig- 
norant ; he was fo ftunned with it, that had he 
been lefs eager for his prey, he would have let 
go his hold. In the mean time, men and wo= 


men,.and every thing i in the, houfe, was over~ 


turned ; and the houfe itfelf, which was not 
very ftrong, was fhaken with the found. 

_' When, Tranchemont had recovered from his 
aftonithment, he faid to his noify {quire, “ Come 
along ! Rid me ofall that rabble ; and, whoever 


is too far from the door, throw them out at the 


window. Toujourfdort obeyed, and the houfe 
was cleared of all its guefts. There only re- 
mained the young wife, who, having ,fainted 
through terror, would | haye fallen like the reft, 
had ,fhe not been fupported by the vigorous 
SEHR, Meanwhile .a_ SF: of fire was heard 

through 
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through the whole town, and ‘fhrieks ahd hows 
lings were every where fet up. Corie,” Yaid 
‘Tranchemont to Toujourfdort, « this is Hot ” a 
time to fhore ; our companions tay ore ‘theitis 
felves amid this confufion } you niuit beat ‘the 
fignal.”. The drummer did fo, the whole troop 
returned; and the entertainment, prepared for 
the nuptials, was €aten up. 

The new martied wife, obliged to remain 
with this company, and endure the brutal ca= 
refles of Tranchemont, ceafed not to fhed 
tears. ‘ What pleafure fhould I have in com- 
forting you, my beautiful girl!” faid the Cap- 
tain to her; ‘ fhed one of thefe pretty tears in 
my cup; it will make the drink delicious.” 

-But fhe turned away her head with an airy 
which ‘was expreflive at once of her grief and 
difguft. | 
. While thefe robbers were’ eating, and glut- 
ting themfelves moft immoderately, a {mall de- 
tachment of fifteen men beloriging to the gar- 
rifon of Kallacahabalaba, who ufually went their 
round in the neighbourhood, had been inform- 
ed of their arrival; theit ‘chief ‘had been ‘de- 
fcribed to them ; but they did not confider 
Tranchemont as very formidable ; they théré- 

-fore'furrounded the houfé Where he and his 
. followers Were, and prepared to ‘attack him, 
The chief of this detachment entered fuddenly, 

with 


/ 
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waits eudenaeiat over Toujourfdort, whe, 
by friéezing, warded off the ftroke. Tranche- 
mont,’ dlarmed at the noife, arofe and put him- 
| felf inv 4 pofture of defence. A blow. of his fa- 
bre had cleft from head to foot the boldeft: of 
them ; with a back firoke he cut in two the 
perfon who followed ; the third had 2 fhoulder 
broken ; the fourth loft the half of his arm 3 
the fifth loft his head; and the fixth loft both 
his legs) “When the other foldiers of Bighatt 
beheld this deféat, terror adminiftered wings to 
them; and, that they might fly with the greater 
fpeed, they threw: away their arms and their buck- 
lers, The companions of ‘Tranchemont, feeing 
then j in diforder, purfued them without a mo-~ 
ment’s refpite. - Grippenuage fhowered | hail up-+ 
6n them; Soufflefeu roafted as many of them 
as he met with; and Toujourfdort fneezed in 


the ears of thofe whom he could come up with; ~ 


even Pretaboire himfelf knocked them down 
‘with his book; they all fell perfectly ftunned, 
and were delivered to the fabre of Tranche- 

mont, who completed their deftruétion ; fo that 
not not oné of them was left to carry the cepors 
of their common difafter. 

After this defeat, the victorious general re~ 
turnéd to enjoy the reward of his victory, in tha 
arms of his conqueft. During the battle, how~ 
ever, the had made her efcape.. He entered 
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th great fary, and called Quickfight. « Hola!” 


faid he, “ wilt thou faffer thy chief to be.des 
prived of all the happinefs he had a sight to 
promifé himfelf? Seek for the faithlefs girl to 
me.—By Mahomet ! Curfe on the fellow who 
conceals her!” Quickfight exerted his utmoft 
addrefs and attention.“ General! I cannot 
perceive her, I obferve. very plainly a compas 
ny of women three leagues. diftant from this, 
flying with their children and baggage, but 
the new married woman is not of the number. 
The walls of the town, however, cannot cone 
ceal her from me, for they were of wood,. and 
are all burnt down; fhe muft of neceffity be 
ander the ground, and _ there you know I can 
fee nothing. “ Ah! by the holy. prophet !” 
exclaimed Tranchemont, « it is very hard to 
conquer without enjoying the triumph. This 
is another trick of my bitch of a ftar! Oh, 
fora thoufand bombs! It difputes every. kind 
of victory with me; I am in perfect defpair.—- 
Go, order Toujourfdort to found a retreat, 
and let every one take his feat at the table ! 
There is fomething here to drink, and my 
brief is of that kind that it muit be abfolutely 
drowned. : 
_ The little troop foon rejoined their general; 
and, a3 they fhared in his affeGtion, fo they 
aE st skeen ict aCe 


3 tkewfe partook of the conflation he had hve 
‘Ce ie Oe sw ers 08 es 

1 Ant my dr Sob ‘ram 
carried on one Seated 
thie loci lanes kisi banded ies 
like the dervife, we are, at prefent, forced to 
lead a life.of penitence; let- uscontinue it, at — 
leaft till. the middle of the night, that it-may 
be:more meritorious, You; ‘Toujourfdort ! ‘as. 
Lhave great confidence-in your talent, I give 
it to. you in charge to fecure our- -repofe till 
funfet. Go, and take a turn at’ half.a league’s 
diftance- from \this.place; and, whenever you~ 
fhall. perceive any curious prying people, beat 
as.it were/eighty drums, and found. your trum~_ 
pet. fomewhat loudly.” . Toujourfdort obeyed; 
while his. companions. continued. the immode- 
rate- enjoyment of the bottle, till they. were all 
- ftretched. under the table. ote 

There was.not «a deidenuenaistder. waite 
wife. they would have. found. their entertain- 
ment quite ready, without giving themfelves 
any trouble... Next: day, the troop, under the 
command. .of Tranchemont, made prodigious 
havock.on every fide ; and with fo much the 
more boldnefs, that, under. fuch a leader, they 
Aattered themfelves..with.impunity. But, they 
- themfelves were obliged.to drefs whatever be 

viet sdz avn wet} cat pot ‘want 





chilighl to: Gght3 ‘becaufe they met with fmall 
detachments, like that which had propofed to fur- 
round them; thefe agape qo gitnge + 
before the: woice of “Toujouridort, who coms 
pletely broke the drum of their ears by whif- 
pering to them. At length, the hail was fhowere 
ed down upon them, and completed the difafter 
and defolation. — 

: A man, however, had devifed a itinthiod a 
delivering the’ country front this terrible 
fcourge; which was fpreading fuch defolations 
This was, by ‘arming the ‘inhabitants’ with 
flings, and overwhelming the’ authors of all 
this deftrution with ftones. Quickfight ob- 
ferved this man, as he ‘was trying this néw 


‘weapon, the ufe of which he was to propofe. — 


He faw him about to cominunicate his difcove- 


| 


ry to the people around him. But, at the very 
moment in which he opened his mouth; an ars 
row flew from \Aimwell’s~ bow, entered ~ his 
throat, and arrefted the falutary advice in its 
paffage.. The country was in abfolute defpair 5 
and advices to that: purpofe were’ carried fronx 
| all quartet Kallacshabalab, by an hundred 
_ arrows which alighted in it: (This was the way 

Vor. I. Mm in 
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in which requefts were prefented to  Bightaff, 
and in which all complaints or advices reached 
him). Upon this .the tyrant fummoned. his 
council, which’ céniifted ofa ~~ 
deeply fkilled in geomancy../ § = =) - 

“ You fee to what a condition we are. sean 
to be reduced,” faid he :.«¢ Nobody indeed can 
difturb us here ;’ but nothing can fave’us from 


the famine by which we are threatened. Hi- 


therto my arms’ have fuccefsfully oppofed. thefe 
extraordinary robbers who infeft my country; 
but their audacity has, without doubt, increa- 
fed with their ftrength. They have at their 
head a chief, who alone hath deftroyed feveral 
detachments of my foldiers, who watch over 
the fafety of thefe countries, and colleét’ the 
taxes: ‘There is fomething very fupernatural in 
the reports and complaints which have: been 
made to me; devife therefore fome method by 
which: we may provide for our fafety.”-— 
have been thinking on that for fome time,” re- 
plied the learned perfon.. “ I have caft the’ nati- 
vity of all thefe people, and have found, that 
ordinary arms could give you no advantage 
over them. The pretended talents, which they 
“employ to fuch bad) purpofes, are more or lefs 
magical; but this ‘art is fo very defective, that 
the moft powerful mean it employs may be 
oo ineffeétual, is. 3 we moft trifling of all 
thofe 


% 
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thoft which may be direétly oppofed to it: 
Thus, I will approach Toujourfdort: with cot- 
ton in my ears, and his drum will have no ¢f- 
fe& upon me. I will fpit in Soufilefeu’s mouth, 
and the fire will be. extinguithed. » Quickfight 
becomes ufelefs, in proportion as danger ap- 
proaches. The arrow of Aimwell is blunted. 
againft fteel. Cut-the-air is hut a meffenger, 
who may be eafily: ftopped.. The: feience of 
Grippenuage depends upon a thread, which it 
maybe poffible to cut. Pretaboire is but-@ 
coward.of a dervife, and can do nothing where 
there is not water to drink; but we muft fe- 
cure-ourfelves againft his book. Groffitout 
and Strong-back make part of the baggage, 
and aré by no means: formidable. But the — 
moéft) dangerous enemy whom we have to 
encounter is Captain Tranchemont, the chief 
of that curfed race. He is conftantly out of 
favour, with the ftars ; and is actually endowed 
by them with the gift of doing all: poffible mif- 
chief, without ever performing one good office. 
He hath a ready and active genius, an intrepid 
foul, and a body of uncommon ftrength; but 
he is the perpetual victim of his rafhnefs. He 
awears a fabre all befpangled, which the dia- 
mond itfelf»cannot refift: Should you oppofe 
‘to him your:club of brafs, he would cut it ina 
anata pieces, and you would: be. inftantly 
. Mm 2 difarmed. 
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difarmed. His ufual cuftom is.to fend’a chalé 
lenge; but he has; ‘been already informed that 
you meyer aceept, any but» on conditions té 
which, he will, not. agree. However, Sir! if 
you, will arm, yourfelf and your foldiers’.as 
a fall advife, I «will venture to. promife 
you. infallible faccefa. over him and all. his 
troop.” Go to, my» arfenal,” aid Bigftaff, 
“ and caufe all the arms you fhall judge pro- 
per for 1 my foldiers, and. myfelf to. be prepared’: 
i hold : your advice.in too great eftimation not 
to follow it implicitly.” I warn you, how- 
“ever,” faid the aftrologer, ‘ that thefe_arms 
will be very uncommon.”— Tt does not figni- 
fy they will be fo much: ‘the fitter for enga- 
ging the enemy: One uncommon thing muft 
be. oppofed by another equally, wonderful,” 
: Captain Tranchemont continued to ravage 
‘the plain: And Bigftaff, in concert with his 
learned counfellor, prepared the /little army 
which was to take the field... It was, affembled; 
and, with great fecrecy, the arms and inftru- 
ments of war with which. it was to. be furnifh- 
ed, were completed i in the arfenals.. ‘When all 
was ready, a body of three hundred men, fhi- 
ning in fteel, Was let. down from the fortrefs. by 
the Hea of pose and palit and covered the 
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“® The enemy! The enemy!” exclaimed 
Quicktight: “ Are, they let down from the 


minarets ?” {aid Tranchémont.—** Yes, Gene- 


‘ral; fee, the bafkets are emptying! ‘Phree Shun. 
dred men, and a chief who ‘commands them, 

have come out—It is the tyrant himfelf; F 

know him by his ftature’: He appears much. 
taller than common.——Ah! what a fingular hel- 

met he wears upon his head! It is'a large feeth- 

ing-pot; Soufflefeu’ muft make it boil.—-His 

buckleris five inches thick; and his eyes 
fparkle as if they were burning.-Shall I go, 

‘General! and put the ftake before Aimwell, 

that he may fend him a prefent from you to 

his left eye ?’—“ You are very, zealous, fol- 

dier'!” faid Tranchemont; ‘ look, but pre- 

fume not to advife.—-My enemy is then iin the 

‘plain, and guarded in a very ridiculous man- 

ner againft my ftrokes !—-Come, Tonjourfdort ! 

Summon all our people by the fignal, and let 

us march to meet the enemy. 

The two armies were foon in- view, baa 
within the reach ef an arrow. Tranchemont 
was ftationed’ in the centre, betwixt Toujourf- 
dort and: Soufflefeu; Pretaboire and Quick- 
fight were in the right wing; and Cut-thecair 
and > Aimwell’ in‘ the left; Stréng-back and 
Groffitout were placed in the rear; and Grip- 
penuage dragged along with him a tempé@ft, 
M m 3 which 
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which the balanced in’ the*air, waiting the pro- 
per opportunity to difcharge it. © ST RESIER 


On his fide, DBigftatf made thé necelfary dif. 


‘Pofitions 5 and"drew “tp ‘his army ia‘ line 
“¢hreé! men deep. In the foremot rank," were 
; placed thofe who*handled the naked’ armour ; 


every foldier in the fecond was armed ‘with a 
fyringe’; ‘and'thofe ‘in the third with @ pair of 


Tettats, ‘and “all were armed’ with ° ‘defentive 
_ Weapons of the Very beft temper: of LoRaggy 


’ Trancheriont beheld ‘this triple'row of “war- 
‘tiors difplayed againft him; ‘and, full’ of ‘con- 


“fidence in “his ‘forces, " he'marched forward in 
~ ‘full affurande of an“eafy victory.’ He advanced 


‘ten paces Before” his ‘troop, ‘as-if to ~challenge 


8 his‘ enemy to’ fingle combat. ‘Bisftaff advanced 


“in order 't6° accépt'’s “dnd ‘the “armies remained 


“in fafpenfe; when Tranchemont ordered: 'Tou- 
jourfdort to feund the charge. "This was ‘the 


““only order that was well executed ; for, in’every 
other refpedt, ‘events, ‘unforeféen by Tranche- — 
: ‘mont, ” “difconcerted’ all his ‘projeéts;“and ren- 
Be ‘dered higeforts ‘inefeGhial 


‘As foon 4s 'Tranchemont and'his vere 


had ‘oppofed: Buckler ‘to ‘buckler, the former 
“Wwithéd'to ‘difcharge on the head of Bigftaff one 
Of thofe décifive’ ftrokes, ‘by which the ftrength 
~ “OF his “atm, “nd the’temiper of his blade, ‘had 
Been fo oe ged but, beforé-he ftruck, 
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he thought of addrefling, in the followin 
- manner, the iis over imei | he was ger 
tain of-wictory... shermn SU cA HOr 

«iS Bightatt !” fond tne te. en & ‘ tyrant_of 
feullions art thou not afhamed to prefent 
thyfelf to battle with a pot upon thy head ? 
Doft thou think then that thy kitchen-tack- 
ling can fave thee from the ftrokes with which 
thow art threatened? Or, hath my evil. ftar 
fuggefted to you this ridiculous defence, that I 
might reap nothing from my victory but the 
difgrace of having triumphed over the prince 
of -cooks:?, Muft the brave foldiers of Tranche- 
smont then engage with apothecaries and.bar- 
bers ?=—Dareft thou, lift againft me the club, 
which does. not become thy fhameful hand, fo 
well as the. {pit on which, thy roaft_is turned 
levery day? It-would have matched thy helmet 
land-buckler extremely well.” 

**'Tranchemont,” replied Bigftaf, thy 
‘words and thy conduct are alike, I am not 
“come out againft thee, to. encounter a warrior, 
but a butcher, by profeffien.. And, if it be- 
_Aongs to'me to act nobly in every thing, to you 
“it belongs to perifh, by an ignominious death. 
‘Thou challengeft me to inflict the firft blow ; 

dare thyfelf to. give it.”--« By- Mahomet thou 
halt. not be. deceived,” faid Tranchemont. 
‘With thefe words he Jet fall.a Broke, quicker 

‘than 
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than lightening, onthe pot which covered the 
headvof ‘his enemy ;’but the moment the fabre 
touched it, inftead of penetrating the pot, it re- 
bounded: in fuch a manner ‘as “to “fhake ‘the 


Vigorous arm which wielded ‘it. Tranchemont, 


aftonifhed at this refiftance, wanted to ‘cleave, 


_with one blow, the arm and the buckler of his 


adverfary;: but the blade of* his feythitar flew 


into pieces: Inftead of having ftruck, as he 


thought, upon iron, it was againft a hollow 
gourd anda moulded cheefe, that the magical 
power of his fabre was exhaufted. 

« Great God!” exclaimed Tranchemont, 
as he retreated four fteps; “ Holla! Souffle- 


feu! Let this head be put ‘to’ the fire; and » 


make it as hot as that of hell.” 

Soufflefeu was about to obey ; but inftantly 
a deluge of water entered his mouth, directed 
from an hundred. fyringes; and there iffued 
out of it nothing but a thick fmoke. Depri- 
ved of this.aid, the difconcerted general called 
Grippenuage. to his affiftance,’ who hovered o- 
ver the army with a provifion’ of hail and thun- 
der ; butall the fciflars: of the:third line of 
Bigftaff’s foldiers were in the air, and, by cut- 
ting the. invifible threads, turned the ftorm a- 


gainft the oppofing army. 


_'Tranchemont then, . declining 2 an honourable 
retreats thought. it his:duty tomake ufe of “his 
lait 
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Jaft refource, and, made Toujourflort beat :thé 
march, , But, in confequencesof the teotton 
with which the. ears, of his foldiers wetedtop= 
ped, the army of , Bigfaff was ‘not! difayed 
with the, noife. They at length furrounded 
Tranchemont.. The. drummer redoubled his: 
ftrokes upon his enormous. belly; (and ‘the 
whole. troop was {tanned with the-terrible ding 
and fled, with all)their fpeed'; ‘but >'Pranche: 
mont.remained.the vitini. ‘The tyrant of Kal- 
- lacahabalaba put him, to: death with his clubs 
Toujourfdort burft; Soufflefeu ‘was fuffocated 
by the fmoke3 the -reft efcapedas well as. they 
could, and. fought their fafety in the — 
which had ferved them for a retreat. 


| In this manner did Dobil-Hafen finith ‘his 
ftory. The attention which had been’ paid’t6 
him, and the pleafed air which he thought he 
remarked in -his-hearers, infpired ‘him with good 
hopes of fuccefs.. cl have,” faid’ he; related 
very extraordinary things, but the terms which 
wevhave atcepted» obliged’ me to'tell a ftory, 
the incidents of which fhould be abfolutely new. 
Ihave made them happen to ‘wnknown cha 
radters 5 Johawe had the igreateft defire to pleafe 
my/amiable confin,  but/know not if 1 have been’ 
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fo happy." O moft certainly,” faid Wafumé, 
“your ftory hath given us all'very great plea~ 
fare; and my good Nané will not deny that fhe’ 
laughed’ very heartily.”—“ I confefs,” faid the 
nurfe, «Twas all attention; and ‘every mo- 
ment I expected fome new jeft. I was igno~ 
rant of this manner of telling ftories,and felt it 
entirely new to me.-—But is this all we are 
to hear ?’— Noy ny: good, ‘nurfe,” replied 
Vafumé, © there is fill another, and we wait 
with impatience till he who is to relate it thall 
choofe to begin.” Saying this, fhe caft her 
eyes on the youngeft of her coufins, whom ti- 
midity kept filent, 

Valid-Hafen was more paftoriately:’ in ae 
with his coufin than his brothers : His, inclination: 
was under the influence of a. more delicate, and 
lefs interefted tafte; and he would have prefer- 
red her to the moft advantageous match in Su- 
rat. But, at that. moment, the fear of lefing 
her banifhed from. his mind all the refources. of 
his imagination ;..and, although, he was endows 
ed with an uncommon memory,,and under- 
ftanding, nothing. prefented itfelf to his mind 
which did not. appear,to have been thought of 
by. others 5 perhaps; alfo, felf-love might be at 
Stake... However ‘that be, his embarraflinent 
was very, vifible, his. clips. trembled, and.an in- 
ee blufl overfpread his forehead. . This 

hefitation 
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hefitation alarmed the beautiful Vafumé, who, 
being more particularly interefted in her-young | 
contin, fecretly withed that he might’ be viétos 
rious}; and the good Nané weap unite j 

At length Valid-Hafen took. courage,- and 
got over the dangerous ftep which he spanee. 
by beginning as follows ; 
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